
Worra lorra lorries! 
 
Standing by the side of the road at 5 o’clock in the morning, counting vehicles, may not 
appeal to everyone. For the members of the Transport Working Group however, doing so is 
an important part of the campaign to reduce the impact of traffic on the residents of Great 
Wilbraham. For some people, the ‘dawn chorus’ of 
early morning HGVs makes it impossible to sleep 
anyway.  
 
For 5 days at the end of January, the TWG and its 
supporters surveyed traffic from 5am to 8pm: 
capturing details of vehicles and, in the case of 
commercial vans and lorries, their owners or 
operators. With 3 people available for most of the 
‘shifts’, a huge amount of data was captured about the volume of vehicles using the village 
as a through-route and the ratio of cars, light (LGVs) and heavy (HGVs) goods vehicles. Every 

day, the total number of vehicles passing in each 
of the 15-hour periods exceeded 2,000; these 
included, on average, more than 350 vans and 
almost 100 HGVs. As Cilla Black would have said: 
“Worra lorra lorries”!  
 
The information gathered in this and future 
surveys will be used as evidence in support of 2 
different activities. Firstly, to enable the TWG to 
demonstrate to companies the number and 

frequency of vehicle movements through the village resulting from their business activities. 
We hope to persuade the companies to sign up to a ‘Covenant’: a voluntary agreement that 
will hopefully reduce the danger, nuisance and disturbance caused to residents and other 
road users. Secondly, in pursuing a reduction in the speed limit to 20mph, we will 
demonstrate that both the volume and nature of the traffic are inappropriate for our village 
given the road widths, number of parked cars and proximity of houses along the main 
through routes. 
 
After appealing for help from our supporters, we were inundated with offers of assistance. 
Many of those who took part in the surveys live away from the main routes - yet wanted us 
to know that the issue of traffic affects everyone in the village: drivers, cyclists and 
pedestrians. The data collected is now being loaded into a database, which will enable us to 
analyse it in a variety of different ways. 
 
We will continue to run surveys on a regular basis, certainly until we achieve a reduction in 
the speed limit. If you would like to participate, do contact us at 
hgvs.wilbraham@gmail.com or by dropping a note through the letterbox at either 18 
Church Street or 52 High Street. 
 
Tim Page, 10 February 2022 
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