
 

Highway Code changes and Great Wilbraham 
 
The Government recently announced some important changes to the Highway Code.  How 
will they really make a difference to those of us who suffer 
from the many vehicles that use the village as a through-route? 
 
Three new rules introduce the concept of ‘a hierarchy of road 
users. This places those most at risk in the event of a collision at 
the top of that pyramid. Drivers of vehicles, such as HGVs, 
which can cause the most harm now bear the greatest 
responsibility to take care and reduce the danger they pose to 
pedestrians, cyclists and horse riders.  
 
All drivers should now give way to pedestrians crossing or 
waiting to cross a road into which or from which the driver is 
turning. That is an important change, but pedestrians, please 
do make sure that drivers are aware and have stopped before 
you walk in front of them. Vehicles must give way to 
pedestrians on a zebra crossing or parallel crossing – but, sadly, 
Great Wilbraham lacks any of these: most obviously outside the 
school, near the bus stops and by the play park and nursery. 
 
Our village is on a route used by ‘sport cyclists’: somewhat ironic given the lack of provision 
for residents who wish to cycle safely to Fulbourn, Bottisham and beyond. The new code 
says that those cycling in groups should be considerate of the needs of other road users. 
Cyclists should take particular care when passing parked vehicles, leaving enough room for 
someone to open a car door, and watch out for people walking in their path.  
 
Drivers are now advised to leave at least 1.5 metres when overtaking cyclists and 2 metres 
when overtaking horses, or pedestrians walking on the road. Cyclists may overtake slower-
moving or stationary traffic on their right or left but need to apply caution when doing so.  
 
In our village, where so much of the through-route is reduced to a single carriageway by the 
need to park cars on the road, this new guidance is helpful, provided the principle of 
“hierarchy” is applied. It is clear that the interests of pedestrians and cyclists have never 
been a priority in the past, which is why the TWG will continue to press for a reduction of 
the speed limit in the village to 20 mph: the only way, we believe, to reduce the danger 
caused by the largest vehicles. 
 
Limited space means that we have been able to highlight only some of the more important 
changes. For full details of the 50 rules that have been added or updated in the Highways 
Code, go to https://www.gov.uk/guidance/the-highway-code/updates. We recommend this 
for all but particularly for cyclists who are more affected than most. To assist the Transport 
Working Group with its campaign to reduce the danger and disruption caused by traffic 
passing through Great Wilbraham, contact us at hgvs.wilbraham@gmail.com . 
 
Tim Page, 7 February 2022. 
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