
 

 

Great Wilbraham Parish Council 

Minutes of the Meeting of Great Wilbraham Parish Council 

Held Tuesday 11th January 2022 8.00pm at the Wilbrahams’ Memorial Hall 
 

Present: Sally Ramus (Chair), Claire Jackman, Alister McFarquhar, Roddy Tippen, Christine Page and Sam 

Dhaliwal  

County & District Councillors C Daunton, J Williams and G Cone 

The Clerk, Natalie Mulvey and eleven members of the public were in attendance.      
21-22/103 To receive and approve apologies for absence – None 

21-22/104 Declarations of interest and dispensations 

 (a) To receive declarations of interest from Councillors on items on the agenda – None 

 (b) To receive written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interests – None 

 (c) To grant any requests for dispensation as appropriate – None 

21-22/105 Open Forum for Public Participation (10mins) - None 

21-22/106 To sign and approve minutes Minutes of the meeting held on 18th November 2021 were 

proposed, with a typo corrected, by R Tippen seconded by C Jackman and RESOLVED by a 

unanimous vote to be a true record of events and were duly signed by the Chairman.   

21-22/107 To discuss Parish Council vacancies and co-option – The clerk reported that the PC vacancy had 

been reposted on the website and in the Warbler, but there had been no interest.  

The Clerk also confirmed that there had been no applications for the post of Clerk/ RFO to date.   

The option of promoting both vacancies on local Facebook pages, along with the possibility of a 

leaflet drop to residents was discussed.  All agreed other ways of promoting the vacancies should 

be explored. 

21-22/108 Matters arising / Chairman’s correspondence / Clerk’s report – The clerk reported that an email 

had been received regarding trees on land adjoining Station Road.  Members advised that as these 

trees were on private land they had no jurisdiction.  The clerk was asked to write to the owners of 

the land to explain that residents were unhappy with the work recently carried out there. 

S Ramus reported that a member of the management team from the Chestnut Group, responsible 

for refurbishment and reopening of the Carpenters Arms had been invited to present to the 

meeting. However, they had confirmed that it would be better for them to attend in March to 

answer questions.  S Ramus reported it had been noted that people working on the Carpenters 

Arms had been parking along the High Street, causing a nuisance.  The clerk was asked to write to 

the Chestnut Group asking for their carpark to be used where possible. 

S Ramus had also been made aware that school bus’s were driving inconsiderately through the 

village.  It was suggested that the Parish Council write to the Headteacher of Bottisham Village 

College. 

21-22/109 County & District Councillors report & questions 

 (a) District Councillors Report - Cllr G Cone provided a full written report; a copy will be added 

to the Wilbrahams website.  G Cone also provided an update on the COVID-19 situation at 

Addenbrooks Hospital and reminded everyone to be careful to help ensure the hospital 

does not become overwhelmed. 

Cllr C Daunton & J Williams provided a full written report; a copy will be added to the 

Wilbrahams website. J Williams reported that green bin collections, which had been 

suspended, were due to resume this month. 

 (b) County Councillors Report - Cllr C Daunton provided a full written report; a copy will be 

added to the Wilbrahams website. C Daunton highlighted the Community Fund that helps 

voluntary, community and social enterprise organisations to set up special projects with 

support and benefit local communities, has a deadline for applications of 1st February.  C 

Daunton advised that the works on the Angle End footpath had to been stopped as their 



 

 

permit was found to be invalid.  It was hoped that they would restart again in 

approximately two weeks. 

 

21-22/110 To discuss and agree response to LHI application 

Meeting closed 8.19pm 

The Chair invited members of the TWG to comment on the LHI.  T Page explained that TWG 

support the LHI application as originally drafted, however, the group do not recognise the 

additional measures on The Lanes nor the absence of the SIDs or the removal of the 40mph buffer 

zone on Mill Road in the feasibility study by Highways.  He suggested that the council seek to 

implement the original requests. He reported that some things had been added that were not in 

the original application.   D Richer raised his disappointment at the loss of the SIDs and the 

lateness of this feasibility report as he believes it rips the heart out of the requested LHI.   

The TWG hoped that the application is accepted as near as possible to the original one submitted.  

S Ramus and A McFarquhar explained the reasons for the Highways interpreted feasibility study, 

based on the needs of the problems highlighted and what would most likely be a successful LHI.   

They confirmed that the PC aspire to follow the expert advice from Highways personnel.  A 

discussion took place over the confusion of whether the SIDs were included or not.  A McFarquhar 

confirmed the SIDs were not included in the feasibility study. It was reported that the TWG were 

planning to investigate funding for the units and other potential traffic calming measures from 

outside sources.  S Ramus advised TWG that the PC need to be involved in this if funds are to come 

through the PC, due to the need for protocol and transparency. 

The feasibility option one provides buffer zones in Station Road and Mill Road, and gateways on 

Station Road, Mill Road and The Lanes.  It was suggested by TWG that if savings are needed, to 

remove all reference to The Lanes.  Two other options had been drawn up by Highways to offer 

cost cutting solutions.   

G Fry raised his concerns and questioned the inclusion of the 40mph buffer zone in Mill Road.  An 

in depth discussion took place with TWG members. 

S Dhaliwal asked for an understanding on the LHI process and the part the feasibility study plays. 

The County and District Councillors were invited to give their view on the full LHI process.  J 

Williams explained that the Highways Officers look at the problem and put forward a proposal that 

they think will help to address the issues.   

R Tippen raised the issue of the need for the Parish Council to ensure that it achieved value for 

money.  He highlighted that if option one was agreed the project would gain an investment of 

£15,000 from the County Council.  If the PC contribution was justified for an effective scheme, that 

should be followed. 

Meeting opened 9.05pm 

Members discussed all three options to decide the best way forward, based on cost effectiveness 

and positive impact for the village. 

It was proposed by R Tippen, seconded C Jackman and unanimously RESOLVED that the feasibility 

study option one be accepted. 

S Ramus advised that the South Local Highway Improvement Panel meeting will be assessing the 

LHI 2022/23 applications on Monday 31st January 2022 and Tuesday 1st February 2022.  The panel 

meeting will be held virtually via Microsoft Teams. S Ramus accepted D Richer’s and T Page’s offer 

to present the application on behalf of the Parish Council and asked the clerk to forward them 

further information. 



 

 

21-22/111 To discuss Highways matters (including PFHI)  

S Ramus advised it had been decided to defer any further discussion or decision on the PFHI 

application until the decision of the LHI application was known. 

S Ramus reported that the Governing Body of Great Wilbraham Primary School had met to discuss 

road safety outside the school and the Headteacher Mr Brown was writing to parents asking them 

to park considerately.  The school is taking part in the CCC Junior Travel ambassador scheme, and 

will work with the children and parents to improve road safety awareness.  The school agreed that 

the PC should not have to spend large amounts of money addressing a problem that occurred 

mainly at school drop off and pick up times.  The Parish Council and CC Cllr C Daunton will 

continue to work closely with the school on this problem.  All agreed a reminder to parents 

regarding the safer route to school would help.  S Ramus will draft a letter from the PC to parents 

to explain ideas that are being investigated. 

A temporary traffic order has been applied for Mill Road meaning there is to be a road closure at a 

date to be advised between 1st February and 31st July for the road to be textureblasted. 

C Daunton advised that the work on the Church Street footpath will take place sometime between 

January and July. 

S Ramus advised that the TWG had been asked to remove their ‘20s Plenty’ road signs by 

Highways as these were illegally placed. 

21-22/112 Planning and tree applications 

 (a) Planning applications 

 i) 21/05454/HFUL 7 Toft Lane 

Great 

Wilbraham 

Cambridge 

Single storey side extension 

  https://applications.greatercambridgeplanning.org/online-

applications/PLAN/21/05454/HFUL 

  S Ramus reported that no objections had been raised by near neighbours. 

Members unanimously agreed to SUPPORT the application. 

 (b) Planning applications – for information only 

  S/4471/18/NMA1 Playground 

Church Street 

Great 

Wilbraham 

Non material amendment of planning 

permission S/4471/18/FL (Replacement and 

new play equipment in dedicated (fenced) 

existing Play Area) to replace existing 4 swingset 

with a new swingset. 

  https://applications.greatercambridgeplanning.org/online-

applications/PLAN/S/4471/18/NMA1 

 (c) Tree Applications (to undertake work on trees situated in a conservation area) 

 i) 21/1649/TTCA 2 Toft Lane 

Great 

Wilbraham CB21 

5JH 

T1 - Hazel (Corylus avellana): Reduction of 1-2m, 

to fence line, as is overhanging and resting on 

roof of house 

T2 - Sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus): Reduction 

by 1-2m as currently blocks light from garden 

and is overhanging patio and house 

T3 - Dead English elms within hedge (Ulmus 

procera): Removal of dead elms within 

hedgerow 

  The Parish Council has no objections. 

 ii) 21/1523/TTCA 6 Ratfords Yard 

Great 

Wilbraham CB21 

Sycamore - fell 

https://applications.greatercambridgeplanning.org/online-applications/PLAN/21/05454/HFUL
https://applications.greatercambridgeplanning.org/online-applications/PLAN/21/05454/HFUL
https://applications.greatercambridgeplanning.org/online-applications/PLAN/S/4471/18/NMA1
https://applications.greatercambridgeplanning.org/online-applications/PLAN/S/4471/18/NMA1


 

 

5JT 

  The Parish Council has no objections. 

 iii) 21/1520/TTPO 24 Station Road 

Great 

Wilbraham CB21 

5JA 

T.1 Sycamore - Crown reduce by 2.5M to reduce 

risk of failure into road 

T.2 Sycamore - Crown reduce by 2.5M to reduce 

risk of failure into road 

T.3 Sycamore - Crown reduce by 2.5M to reduce 

risk of failure into road 

T.4 Sycamore - reduce overhang into no.24 by 

3M to reduce risk of failure into rear garden 

over out buildings 

  The Parish Council has no objections. 

 iv) 21/1723/TTCA 9 Temple End 

Great 

Wilbraham CB21 

5JF 

Tree locations as per sketch plan doc. ref. no. 

9TE.12.21 

T5 - Ash - Reduce in height by approximately 4 

metres and crown thin by 30%. 

T6 - Sycamore - This tree has experienced severe 

storm damage over the last 3 years, resulting in 

the loss of the top of the canopy. Further 

reduction is required, which will bring it back to 

a monolith of approximately 6 metres. This will 

be done by the removal of the remaining crown 

and leaving the stem above the height of the 

existing ivy. 

  The Parish Council has no objections. 

21-22/113 Finance 

 Total funds as of 31st December: £92,567.59 This includes S106 funds: £1,918.73 

 Current account balance: £79,535.82 Savings account: £13,031.77 

 (a) To review Parish Council calendar / Action Plan - The clerk advised that actions on the 

calendar were up to date except for the asset walk.   

 (b) To approve payments of: 

  i) Natalie Mulvey – Clerk Salary November  £293.65 

  ii) Natalie Mulvey – Clerk Salary December £293.85 

  iii) Clerk Salary – Inland Revenue November & December £147.00 

  iv) OPUS Energy invoices 21/10/2021 – 19/11/2021 £14.33 

  v) OPUS Energy invoices 20/11/2021 – 20/12/2021 £15.64 

  vi) CGM Invoice 242292 £56.30 

  vii) CGM Invoice 242488 £453.28 

  viii) CGM Invoice 243215 £396.98 

  ix) Unity Trust Bank – Charges Oct, Nov & Dec £18.00 

  x) JSB Agricultural Contractors £240.00 

  xi) WatchtheDot - Domain Renewal - wilbrahams.co.uk - 1 

Year/s (05/01/2022 - 04/01/2023) 

£14.39 

  xii) PKF Littlejohn LLP – SB20213468 £240.00 

  xiii) ZCC Funding - Mill Farm Plants - 21159  £936.00 

  ix) ZCC Funding – Mr N Toovey £155.07 

  x) ZCC Funding – Mr P Lambton £106.78 

  xi) Memorial Hall Meeting room hire 2021 & MH Group 

Coffee Morning Contribution 

£165.00 

  xii) Mead Construction (Cambridge) Ltd  £840.00 



 

 

  xiii) Public Works Loan (13/50) £2364.76 

  xiv) Cambridgeshire ACRE Membership 2022-2023 £57.00 

  xv) Natalie Mulvey Clerk Office Expenses  £203.17 

   It was proposed by R Tippen seconded by C Jackman and unanimously RESOLVED to 

approve the payments as listed. 

 (c) To approve receipts of: 

  i) LW & SMB PC Website Charges 2020-2021  £196.00 

  ii) PA J J A B A SW – Warbler receipt £27.00 

 (d) To review budget and set the precept for 2022-2023 – R Tippen talked members through 

the figures to consider any adjustments needed considering discussions with contractors 

regarding tree work and grass cutting, along with the Parish Council’s ambitions for 

highways improvements.  It was agreed to increase the LHI budget for 2022-2023 to 

£15,000 giving a forecast outcome of a £15,370 deficit. 

It was proposed by R Tippen, seconded C Jackman and unanimously RESOLVED that the 

precept be set at £31,627 for 2022-2023. 

 (e) To discuss the Celebrating Her Majesty The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee including 

commemorative gifts for under 16s – C Page talked members through the findings from her 

investigation into providing approximately 200 children in the village with a 

commemorative gift.  C Page explained her preferred option was a coin and had requested 

samples.  She proposed that a named certificate be provided with the coin. 

It was proposed by R Tippen, seconded C Jackman and unanimously RESOLVED that an 

expenditure limit £800 be approved for the initiative.   Little Wilbraham and Six Mile 

Bottom Parish Council will be asked if they wish to join in this venture, as they have in the 

past. 

 (f) To discuss village maintenance and grass cutting quotations – C Jackman reported on the 

work she had completed to date.  She confirmed that the ditch had been cleared and 

hedges cut in the Orchard and Cemetery.  A lot of positive feedback had been received.  A 

discussion took place on the concerns raised about a tree causing obstruction on the 

boundary of a property on Squires Field.  

 (g) To receive funding and expenditure requests – None 

 (h) To consider a gift to front line workers living in the village for their work during the 

Pandemic – Members discussed the idea which had been raised by S Dhaliwal. Although 

everyone supported the idea in principle, they felt it would be difficult to implement.  It was 

agreed that the work of the COVID-19 community groups along with the Well-brahams be 

acknowledged and they should be thanked in writing for their work. 

21-22/114 Reports from working parties 

 (a) Transport Working Group – S Ramus advised that following a meeting with PC members 

and TWG on 30th November 2021 it had been mutually agreed that TWG would no longer 

be a working group affiliated to the Parish Council, as they did not wish to be restricted by 

the constraints the PC has to work within.  She hoped however, that as with other volunteer 

groups within the village, there would still be a close relationship.  Members thanked the 

group for all their work to try to address road safety and a reduction in speeding in the 

village and on the LHI submission.   The group confirmed that they no longer wish to 

present a regular report to the PC on our agenda.   S Dhaliwal confirmed that he wished to 

step down as PC representative on the TWG. 

 (b) Parish Cemetery & Community Orchard – C Jackman reported that the Parish Cemetery 

was in good condition, and she had received good feedback regarding the work completed.  

Further work was needed to finalise the cemetery layout and the clerk is investigating the 

implications of natural burials.  S Ramus reported that additional trees have been planted 

by the Wellbrahams group and that they had also acquired funds to provide two new picnic 



 

 

tables in the Orchard. 

 (c) Community Cohesion & Well-being (Well-brahams) – S Ramus reported that the coffee 

mornings had taken place and the group had gained some further grant funding.  Members 

wished to thank N Start and the volunteers for all their work on planting additional fruit 

trees in the Orchard and general maintenance activities there.  A Pruning tuition class will 

take place next week. 

 (d) Wilbraham’s Environmental Group – Members thanked the group for all their work in 

planting trees paid for by the ZCC funding, and other sources.  S Dhaliwal reported that a 

leaflet had been distributed in December regarding cycling paths which included a survey.  

The group had been pleased with the number of responses received which were being 

collated.  There had been a few requests for cycle racks in Bottisham.  

 (e) Memorial Hall – S Ramus reported there are some lettings still taking place, but income has 

slowed because of current Covid restrictions. 

21-22/115 To discuss possible APM - Members discussed the likelihood of being able to hold the APM 

meeting in person on 22nd April.  Guidance will need to be reviewed nearer the time. 

A McFarquhar asked whether it would be possible to have a representative from the Highways 

Team to talk to residents.  C Daunton will investigate.  Climate emergency awareness and the 

community effort in this area was suggested as something to cover.   Members were asked to 

circulate ideas. 

21-22/116 To discuss Annual Parish Inspection Report – The report has not been completed and a date for 

the inspection on 10th February was agreed.  R Tippen will meet with C Jackman and the Clerk. 

21-22/117 Current actions outstanding – Investigation into natural burials and the inspection report. 

21-22/118 Matters for future consideration – None.  A report on the progress of gigabit project was 

requested. 

21-22/119 Dates of next meetings 

 17th March 2022, 21st April (APM Annual Parish Meeting) and 19th May (Annual Parish Council 

Meeting) 

21-22/120 Agenda items for next meeting 

Any business and payments, to be considered at the Parish Council meeting must be delivered to 

the Clerk for inclusion on the agenda at least 7 days prior to the meeting. 

 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 10.16pm. 
 
 
 
 


