
TRANSPORT WORKING GROUP 

LOCAL HIGHWAYS IMPROVEMENT (LHI) APPLICATION 

 

Many of you will remember that the Great Wilbraham's LHI Application was filed with 

the County Council last October.  The PC was seeking finance for traffic calming 

measures: 

 

 a. Two solar-powered SIDs – 

speed activated devices 

showing the speeds of 

vehicles. Once installed, 

these are required to be 

moved around the village 

every month. 

 b. 40mph Buffer Zones in Mill 

Road and Station Road to 

slow traffic own before it 

reaches the current 30mph 

zones. 

 c. Optional village gateways on 

Mill Road and Station Road 

as a further alert to traffic 

entering the village. 

 

If the Application is approved, the County Council will meet the first £15000 of the 

cost,  and the PC will pay the excess which we estimated to be £3000. 

 

At the beginning of December, the LHI Officer provided a first 'Feasibility Summary', 

that is to say, what he thought possible.  This was quite different from our 

Application: 

 

 a.  40mph Buffer Zones in Mill Road and Station Road. 

 b. Village Gateways in Mill Road, Station Road and The Lanes. 

 c. Posts for SIDs - but no SIDs – in Mill Road, Station Road and The Lanes. 

 

 The excess to be met by the PC was £7000. 

 

Following discussion with the LHI Officer, he provided a second Feasibility Summary 

which was as above but without any traffic calming measures in Mill Road. The 

excess for this scheme was £3500. 

 

It would have been possible to argue for the reinstatement of the SIDs but the costs 

would increase substantially and, because of time pressure, the whole LHI 

Application would be put at risk. A choice between the two Summaries had to be 

made by the deadline of 13 January.  At the PC Meeting on 11 January, TWG 



pressed for the first Feasibility Summary above, and that option was supported by all 

Councillors. 

 

The next step will take place on 31 January when GWPC must support its LHI 

Application before a County Council Panel.  The PC has asked TWG to make the 

presentation and two members are now preparing their arguments. 

 

GWPC is one amongst 26 parish councils hoping for approval of their Applications, 

and all PCs will be presenting their cases. 

 

The final stage of the process is for the Panel to discuss internally and score each 

Application according to various criteria.  The County Council has limited money for 

LHI Applications, and so the Applications will be ordered by score.  There will be a 

cut-off line, and those Applications scoring above the line will be successful, and 

those below the line will not.  You can be sure that the PC and TWG have made their 

best efforts, but at that final scoring stage all we can do is cross our fingers.  
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