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Report of Councillor Claire Daunton and Councillor John Williams to 
Great Wilbraham Parish Council for November 2021. 

 
This report contains factual information which we hope will be of use and of interest 

to the parish council and to the wider community of the parish.  
For queries pleaser email us at cllr.daunton@scamb.gov.uk’; 

cllr.williamsjg@scambs,gov.uk 
 

Please refer to separate report on Cambridgeshire and Peterborough 
Combined Authority and Greater Cambridge Partnership matters. 

 
 
One new golden number 
On Wednesday 10 November 2021, the Contact Centre moved across to a single 
‘golden number’ that customers will call when they want to speak to Customer 
Contact Advisors on the phone. This single number, which will be 01954 713 000, 
replaces the former suite of 03450 numbers. This will be easier for customers as 
there will be just one number to call. It will not cost customers any more money in 
call charges than the current 03450 number does. Meanwhile, the change will save 
the Council money; we currently spend around £100,000 per year on having several 
different 03450 numbers. 
  
For a period after 10 November, there will be a pre-recorded message on the 03450 
numbers that advises any caller to them that our number has changed, and they 
should redial the new ‘golden number’. This includes the automated payment line. 
Calls will not be automatically forwarded on though as there would be a significant 
cost to doing this. 
  
The various website pages (including e-forms) are being updated to ensure that, 
where necessary, the new number is present. Communications will also ensure that 
the intranet is updated where necessary (including ensuring corporate document 
templates are updated), and the new number is highlighted in the upcoming edition 
of South Cambs Magazine. 
  
Proposed Draft Local Plan Consultation 
The next stage of formulating a new Local Plan has been started by the Greater 
Cambridge Planning Service. They are asking for comments on the First Proposal, 
details of which were published on 31st August. The Local Plan team has put 
together a programme of consultation meetings, both online and in person. Details of 
these are on the following link 
https://www.greatercambridgeplanning.org/emerging-plans-and-guidance/greater-
cambridge-local-plan/ 
 
This includes the following webinars: 
 
10th November: webinar dealing particularly with housing numbers 
11th November: webinar dealing with sites and spatial strategy; 
17th November: webinar on climate change and water 
24th November: webinar on biodiversity and green spaces 

https://www.greatercambridgeplanning.org/emerging-plans-and-guidance/greater-cambridge-local-plan/
https://www.greatercambridgeplanning.org/emerging-plans-and-guidance/greater-cambridge-local-plan/
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25th November: webinar dedicated to North East Cambridge Area Action Plan and 
links between this and the Local Plan. 
 
Local Transport Plan Consultation 
People in Cambridgeshire and Peterborough are being encouraged to have their say 
on the region’s transport future. The Combined Authority is refreshing the Local 
Transport and Connectivity Plan (LTCP) – the strategy for making transport in the 
region better. 
 
This includes policies on public transport, movement of goods, active travel etc. 
  
An initial public engagement on the developing Local Transport and Connectivity 
Plan will begin on Monday, November 1, lasting for four weeks and closing on 
November 28. The feedback will influence and feed into the next phase of 
engagement – a formal six-week public consultation, currently planned for January. 
The Combined Authority Board approved the launch of the engagement at its 
meeting on October 27th. 
 
Although the county council implements transport policy, the creation of the policy 
rests with the Mayor and the Combined Authority through its Local Transport Plan, 
which has to be taken into account in planning and transport decisions. 
 
To have your say go to: https://yourltcp.co.uk/ 
 
Cambridge Eastern Access and Making Connections consultations 
 The Greater Cambridge Partnership (GCP) has launched two public consultations 
on proposals to help people move around the area more easily and sustainably.  
 
The Cambridge Eastern Access consultation asks for views on proposals for cycling 
and walking improvements on Newmarket Road, while the ‘Making Connections’ 
consultation is part of the GCP’s City Access project and asks for views on proposals 
to transform public transport, cycling and walking as well as reducing pollution and 
congestion in the Greater Cambridge area. 
 
There are consultation events and GCP community forum meetings during the 
consultation period. These will be advertised on its website and social media 
channels. 
 
The Making Connections consultation includes a package of options to deliver an 
innovative future bus network – with more services, cheaper fares and new and 
improved routes – and an expanded and enhanced active travel network. 
 
The future bus network could mean buses running every ten minutes in Cambridge 
and from larger towns and villages, along with new hourly services to villages such 
as Great Wilbraham, to improve opportunities for people living and working in the 
area. Lower fares and a comprehensive walking and cycling network will 
mean more flexible travel options for thousands of people – cutting congestion, 
reducing emissions and improving air quality.   
 

https://yourltcp.co.uk/
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The consultation not only asks people for their views on the options for a new bus 
network, but also their thoughts on how best to reallocate road space to public 
transport and active travel. It will also ask people to consider the options for raising 
money to fund better bus services. 
 
To view the proposals and to have your say visit:  
www.greatercambridge.org.uk/cea-and-city-access-2021 
 
The consultation closes on 11 December. 
 
Cambridge East Forum 
The Cambridge East Forum was held on the evening of Wednesday 10 November.   
It was chaired by Councillor Daunton and a recording of the meeting can be found 
here: 
 
https://www.cambridge.gov.uk/cambridge-east-community-forum 
 
The meeting discussed issues arising from the major developments on the fringe of 
Cambridge at Land North of Cherry Hinton and Marleigh. 
  
The Zero Carbon Communities Grant  
South Cambridgeshire District Council has awarded grants to 13 projects. 
 
The grants were established in May 2019. Since then, a total of more than £310,000 
has been allocated to 51 different projects. The 13 projects for the coming year focus 
on activities to reduce carbon emissions and reliance on fossil fuels, and cover areas 
such as cycling, community buildings and tree planting. 
 
Girton Parish Council was awarded £15,000 to install energy efficient heating 
through Infra-red panel heaters. Northstowe Horticultural Association was awarded 
£10,000 to build a community building. This will be released if the relevant planning 
permission is received. 
 
Four projects have been offered funding between £5,000 and £10,000:  
Shepreth Parish Council with Shepreth Village Hall Committee was awarded £9,495 
for the installation of LED lighting, double glazing and solar panels to the Village Hall; 
West Wickham Village Hall has been awarded £9,000 for the installation of infra-red 
heating; Cambridge Sustainable Food CIC was awarded £8,541 for running 
Cottenham Eco Eats Community food events; and finally Headway Cambridgeshire 
has been awarded £5,000 for their ‘Grow, Share, Eat’ project. 
 
Seven projects have been awarded sums of up to £5,000 each:  
Fen Ditton has been awarded Fen Ditton Parish Council awarded £3,000 for 
planning 400 hedgerow whips and 33 trees. Willingham Parish Council awarded 
£4,161 for wildflower planting; Great Shelford Parochial Charities awarded £4,610 for 
greening six acres of grassland with allotments, meadows, and orchards; Cambridge 
Past Present and Future awarded £3,521 for coppicing and restoring two acres of 
woodland and planting 50 new trees; Bassingbourn-cum-Kneesworth Climate 
Emergency Group awarded £2,860 for building a climate change website;Linton 
Parish Council awarded £2,828 for a community orchard and tree planting;Little 
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Shelford Community Orchard and Woodland Project awarded £1,780 for planting 
hedgerows and fruit trees. 
 
Our Zero Carbon Communities team is launching a series of monthly networking 
events - Zero Carbon Communities Green Connect - to bring South 
Cambridgeshire's residents and community groups together to discuss a different 
theme each month.  Further information about the events taking place over COP26 
is available on our COP26 webpage. 
 
Help with Planning Applications 
The Greater Cambridge Shared Planning Service has created a video guide to help 
those considering applying for planning permission. You can watch the video put 
together by SouthCambs and the City Council at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PRqsbcfY218&t=42s … 
 
Greater Cambridge Shared Planning win funding for digital engagement pilot 
The Greater Cambridge Shared Planning Service has won funding from the 
Department of Levelling Up, Homes and Communities to trial out new and innovative 
ways to widen public engagement with the help of digital tools. 
 
The pilot project would look to use digital technology to capture public comments and 
sentiments on planning matters, specifically those that fall outside of the formal 
consultation process. These are comments ‘in the wild’, i.e., social media, blog posts 
or articles, that could provide the planning service with useful insights but don’t get 
picked up in the formal consultation processes. More details will be announced when 
the planning service has procured its technology partner for the pilot, and will start to 
test new approaches in 2022. 
 
The planning service already uses digital technology and social media extensively to 
gather insight and feedback on policies, with over 300,000 views of its video content 
online at the last Local Plan consultation, and thousands of engagements. This pilot 
will build on this to capture more comment, more easily, using innovative digital 
tools.  
 
More Electric Buses for Cambridge  
Cambridge residents will soon start to see the benefits of 30 new zero emission 
buses to be rolled out across the city. The announcement was made by Chancellor 
Rishi Sunak as part of the Budget and Spending Review in Parliament. 
  
Cambridgeshire & Peterborough Combined Authority and the Greater Cambridge 
Partnership (GCP) received the news that their business case to help fund 30 new 
electric double-decker buses for the Cambridge area has been given the green light 
as part of the Zero Emission Buses Regional Area (ZEBRA) scheme initiative for 
2021-22. 
 
Combined Authority joins Water Initiatives 
Cambridgeshire & Peterborough Combined Authority is to take a leading role as the 
region attempts to counteract the impact Climate Change and a growing population 
is having on water resources. 
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The Combined Authority has accepted an invitation to join two significant initiatives 
which are focused on planning for future water needs across the area. The 
Combined Authority will join the Water Resources East (WRE) Ltd board and will 
look to play an active part as the independent body, working under the National 
Framework for Water Resources, develops a long-term water plan for Eastern 
England. This will influence the future investment decisions of the water companies. 
 
Climate Change Action 
Members of the Cambridgeshire & Peterborough Combined Authority Board have 
endorsed an action plan to help tackle the impact of climate change through the 
Combined Authority’s own work. This agreement will now ensure Climate Change is 
a key consideration for the Combined Authority when making decisions around 
procurement and delivery of its projects. 
  
The Combined Authority’s Board also acknowledged the formation of a Climate 
Working Group, which brings together representatives from a wide section of society 
and business to provide leadership in implementing the wider elements of the 
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Independent Commission on Climate initial 
recommendations. 
  
It asked that the Climate Working Group prepare a more ambitious, comprehensive 
and public-friendly Action Plan, setting out how the Combined Authority and the 
partners on the group will take action to implement the Independent Commission’s 
initial recommendations by 28 February 2022, for subsequent consideration by the 
Board on 30 March 2022. 
 
Extension of Recovery Loan Scheme 
As part of the Autumn Budget and Spending Review, the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, Rt Hon Rishi Sunak MP, announced that the Recovery Loan Scheme 
would be extended until 30 June 2022.  The Recovery Loan Scheme supports 
access to finance for UK businesses as they recover from the disruption of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.   
 
From 1 January 2022, the following changes will come into force: 
The scheme will only be open to small and medium sized enterprises 
The maximum amount of finance available will be £2 million per business 
The guarantee coverage that the government will provide to lenders will be reduced 
to 70% 
These changes will apply to all offers made from 1 January 2022. 
 
For guidance go to: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/recovery-loan-scheme 
 
Jobseekers’ new training opportunities 
The Department for Work and Pensions (DWP) has, on 1 November, announced 
that Universal Credit claimants across Great Britain can attend full-time work-related 
training courses for up to 12 weeks while still receiving benefit payments, following 
an extension to the rule changes around the DWPs’ Train and Progress (TaP) 
initiative.  The extension to the TaP initiative means those receiving Universal Credit 
who are in the work search group can take advantage of more sector-specific 
training – from digital skills to social care and engineering – while continuing to 
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receive financial support.  Councils are encouraged to share this new information 
with Universal Credit claimants in their local area. 
 
Just to remind you that those on Universal Credit can contact South Cambs for 
guidance.  We also support financially Citizen’s Advice to help our residents. 
 
Platinum Jubilee celebrations – organising a street party 
Earlier this month, the Government published guidance including tips, advice and 
support on organising a street party.  Councils are encouraged to share the guidance 
with local residents who may be planning to hold a small, private street party to mark 
the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations in 2022.  The Department for Digital, 
Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS) has recently launched the government’s new 
Platinum Jubilee website, including an interactive map which will display all the 
events and activities that will be taking place right across the UK. The map is open 
for anyone to add their events and everyone is encouraged to upload any events and 
activities they may be planning to mark the Jubilee.  
 
For Guidance: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/your-guide-to-organising-a-street-
party/your-guide-to-organising-a-street-party 
 
For Support: 
https://www.edenprojectcommunities.com/the-big-lunch 
https://www.streetparty.org.uk/ 
Platinum Jubilee website: 
https://platinumjubilee.gov.uk/ 
 
News from the Clinic Commissioning Group (CCG) 
 
COVID-19 Vaccination Programme Briefing 
All vaccination sites that are currently live are listed on the new Vaccinators on Tour 
website – www.thevaccinators.co.uk. There are walk-in opportunities available 
across Cambridgeshire and Peterborough for people aged 16 and over to have their 
first or second doses, and the page is updated regularly with all opportunities to 
walk-in or book appointments. 
  
The Vaccinators Tour Bus hits the road 
The Vaccinators are continuing their tour around Cambridgeshire and Peterborough 
visiting a range of locations across Cambridgeshire and Peterborough with their tour 
bus delivering vaccinations to people across the area. The bus has stopped at a 
range of locations including larger employment sites across the area. More 
information is available this our website 
  
Reminding patients of the importance of second doses 
The first dose of both the Pfizer/BioNTech and Oxford/AstraZeneca vaccine offer 
good levels of protection, but to get maximum protection from COVID-19, everyone 
will need to get their second dose, so we are urging people to come back for it when 
they are contacted or if they have an appointment booked. Everybody aged 16 and 
over can have their second dose from eight to 12 weeks after their first dose. 
Vaccinations will not be given any earlier unless there is a clinical reason to do so. 

http://www.thevaccinators.co.uk/
https://www.cambridgeshireandpeterboroughccg.nhs.uk/news-and-events/latest-news/the-vaccinators-tour-bus-hits-the-road/
https://www.cambridgeshireandpeterboroughccg.nhs.uk/news-and-events/latest-news/the-vaccinators-tour-bus-hits-the-road/
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Third doses of COVID-19 vaccine 
A third primary dose of COVID-19 vaccine will be offered to people aged 12 and over 
who were severely immunosuppressed at the time of their first or second dose, 
including those with leukaemia, advanced HIV and recent organ transplants. These 
people may not mount a full response to vaccination and therefore may be less 
protected than the wider population. The specialist involved in their care should 
advise on whether the patient fulfils the eligibility criteria and on the timing of any 
third primary dose. Eligible patients will be contacted and be offered a vaccination. 
  
Booster vaccine to improve protection from first two doses 
Booster vaccine doses are available for people most at risk from COVID-19 who 
have already had two doses of a vaccine. These vaccines are being offered at least 
six months after the second dose and the NHS are contacting patients when it’s their 
turn. The booster is available to: 

• people aged 50 and over 
• people who live and work in care homes 
• frontline health and social care workers 
• people aged 16 and over with a health condition that puts them at high risk of 

getting seriously ill from COVID-19 
• carers aged 16 and over 
• people aged 16 and over who live with someone who is more likely to get 

infections (such as someone who has HIV, has had a transplant or is having 
certain treatments for cancer, lupus or rheumatoid arthritis) 

People who are pregnant and in one of the eligible groups can also get a booster 
dose. 
  
COVID-19 booster vaccine and flu vaccine 
Most people who can get a COVID-19 booster vaccine are also eligible for the 
annual flu vaccine. If you are offered both vaccines, it's safe to have them at the 
same time. 
  
Children aged 12 to 15 
All children aged 12 to 15 will be offered a 1st dose of a COVID-19 vaccine. Parents 
and guardians will be sent a letter with information about when the vaccine will be 
offered, and most children will be given their vaccine at school.  Children who are 
most likely to get very poorly from COVID-19 will be offered two doses of the COVID-
19 vaccination. You can find out more about this group here. 
 
Reminder that if you have COVID-19 symptoms, get tested 
Testing or swabbing is an important part of the COVID-19 plans. Testing is available 
to any member of the public (over the age of five) with symptoms by 
visiting nhs.uk/coronavirus. Tests must be booked in advance. 
 
119 Testing Call Centre 
By calling 119, members of the public who don't have online access, can book a 
COVID-19 swab test and ask any questions relating to having a test and getting 
results. This includes information about drive through test sites, mobile test units and 
home tests. The call centre is open from 7am to 11pm and can be accessed by 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccination-easy-read-resources-for-children-and-young-people/covid-19-vaccination-an-easy-read-guide-for-at-risk-children-and-young-people-aged-12-to-15-years
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-for-coronavirus/
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people with speech or language difficulties as well as by people whose first language 
isn't English. 
   
 
 


