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Cllr Claire Daunton: County Councillor Report for November 2021 

Covid Enhanced Response Area 

An application by Jyoti Atri the area’s joint Director of Public Health – supported by lead 
politicians and local health partners – for Enhanced Response Area status has been agreed 
by Government. 

The ERA status allows us to push for additional support to: 

• Accelerate and target 12-15 vaccination roll out to key areas and schools where 
infections are highest 

• Accelerate booster vaccinations for eligible groups who have had their second 
vaccination more than six months ago 

• Increase vaccination rate in areas with the lowest uptake 

In addition, as part of ERA status the area has entered into further discussions with the DfE 
about additional measures it can use in schools, but in the meantime it will continue to: 

• Encourage secondary school teachers or pupils who are household contacts of 
positive cases to take daily LFT tests 

• Continue with advice given to schools before the half term that face coverings 
should be worn in secondary school communal areas, and that meetings happen 
virtually where possible 

• Encourage anyone who is a household contact of a positive case to take daily rapid 
tests, until a negative PCR test is received 

For the general population a government funded additional communications push will also 
take effect: 

• Recommending wear face coverings in crowded and enclosed areas where you come 
into contact with people you do not usually meet’ 

• Reminding people to get their vaccinations, test regularly and particularly before 
attending events, meet with others outside their households in well ventilated 
spaces and wash hands regularly and well 

Vaccinations  

Covid-19 vaccines are being offered to 12-15 year olds at large scale vaccination centres 
across Cambridgeshire and Peterborough 

Mike Passfield, Clinical Operations Director for the Large Scale Vaccination Centres run by 
Cambridgeshire Community Services NHS Trust said: “In the coming days, it will become 
possible to book appointments for this age group at the majority of our large-scale 
vaccination centres via www.nhs.uk/covidvaccine or by calling 119.  Appointments for this 
age group will be available on Saturdays and Sundays from 8.30 am to 4.00 pm and from 
4.30 pm to 7.30 pm on certain evenings at different sites.  In addition, during half term week 
(25 to 31 October), appointments will also be available between 8.30 am and 4.00 pm.” 

http://www.nhs.uk/covidvaccine


2 
 

“Vaccinations for 12-15 year olds cannot be accessed on a walk-in basis so please ensure 
you book an appointment before visiting our centres.” 
“Alternatively, parents and young people can still choose to access the vaccination 
programme being delivered in schools”   
Dr Gary Howsam, Chair of the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Clinical Commissioning 
Group, said: “The majority of 12 to 15 year olds are currently being offered one dose of the 
vaccine to give them the best protection against Covid-19.  This includes children who turn 
12 on the date of their vaccination….however, two doses eight weeks apart will be offered 
to children who are at high risk from Covid-19, or if they live with someone who is 
immunosuppressed.” Large scale vaccination centres offering vaccinations for 12-15 year 
olds on a booked appointment only basis are as follows: 

 4.30 pm to 7.30 
p.m  

Saturdays and 
Sundays  
 

Half term week 
only (25 to 31 
October) 

Grafton Centre, 
Cambridge 

Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays  

8.30 am to 4.00 
pm 

8.30 am to 4.00 
pm 

 
 
Adults and Health Committee 
Changes to National Funding and Organisation 
At the last meeting of this committee we considered the likely effect on local health budgets 
of reforms to Health and Social Care funding. There is concern that the emphasis will be on 
outcomes in acute hospitals and that the funding for social care might lag behind. There is 
also a general concern over the impact of inflation, wage increases and energy price 
increases on the cost of social care. New models of social care are being tried in parts of the 
County, providing additional support for home care; from local hubs and new home care 
plans are to be devised on a more local basis, with a greater integration between all parts of 
the local social care system, GPs and the voluntary sector (such as Age UK). The national 
funding picture for social care is still not clear at present. There is also still some uncertainty 
over the preparation for bringing in the new health Integrated Care Service. I will report 
further at the meeting. 
 
 
Education and Schools 

School ended for half term on 22 October and reopened on the 1st November.  In the 
context of rising cases, this break was helpful but there is a real risk around further mixing in 
the community and we expect a sharp rises in cases after the first week of school is 
complete.  From the 15th October to 21st October. The  Director of Education report that 
‘1,240 cases had been identified across 199 settings.  This is a significant increase from the 
808 cases reported the previous week. I will provide an update at the meeting, following  a 
meeting of the Schools Forum, of which I am a member, on 5th November. In the mean time: 

• We are currently considering how we respond to the high case rates of Covid-19 
across the county.  We will be notifying schools in the coming week of any further 
recommendation for measures.  Any measures will be dependent on the current rate 
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of Covid-19 and an agreement from government on specific measures above those 
we can consider locally.   

• We have sent out a press release covering half term and encourage schools to share 
with students our be part of the solution campaign to reduce Covid-19 
transmission.  Peterborough - Be Part of the Solution (4mins) - Bing video / 
Cambridge - Be Part Of The Solution - YouTube 

• The first round of Household Support Grant vouchers were sent to parents last 
week.  A total of 18,421 £15 vouchers were sent to eligible parents with a further 
£10k going to colleges to support their eligible students.  A number of support 
materials are below -  

• Parent Letter  

• Frequently asked questions for parents CCC.   

• QR Code to access materials / support 

• If you have any questions, please contact 
winter.support@cambridgeshire.gov.uk.   

 

• We  also sent out to all school a letter from the Deputy Lieutenant of Cambridgeshire 
outlining events schools are asked to support and participate in for the Queens 
Platinum Jubilee celebrations’.  

 
 
Environment and Climate Change 
Community Heat Initiative – and an e-bike ride to celebrate the project 
An electric bike ride from Cambridge to Swaffham Prior, to highlight a landmark retrofit 
scheme took place on 21 October, to mark the global climate change conference 
COP26. The event was organised by Cambridgeshire County Council and the Combined 
Authority. Riders picked up e-bikes from Newmarket Road P&R and cycled to Swaffham 
Prior. The bike ride was held to highlight the efforts being undertaken in Cambridgeshire to 
make the county net carbon zero, with riders using either an electric or conventional bike.  
The village is set to become the first in the UK to switch off oil and move onto zero-carbon 
heating, through ground source and air source heat pumps to heat homes.  
The county council has set a target to cut 50% of its own direct carbon emissions by 2023 
and it is on track to achieve this. For the wider Cambridgeshire area, the intention is to aim 
for net zero by 2030.  
The project at Swaffham Prior includes an energy centre being created on adjacent farmland 
and a network of heating pipes under the village streets. The council is working with its 
technical partner Bouygues Energies & Services (“Bweegs”). 
Ground source heat pumps will be used to extract heat from the ground through a series of 
underground pipes. In warmer seasons, air source heat pumps will be used to absorb heat 
from the outside air which is then absorbed into a fluid. The fluid is passed through 
compressors (like a fridge in reverse) that increase the temperature, which in turn is used to 
heat the building and water circuits. 
 
 
Plant a Tree for the Jubilee 
Next year marks 70 years since Queen Elizabeth II took the throne; to celebrate the 
anniversary and create a lasting legacy, a UK-wide tree planting initiative named The 

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=youtube++peterborough+city+council+e+be+part+of+the+solution&docid=608041621218024588&mid=F62E9A18D78D7458AC50F62E9A18D78D7458AC50&view=detail&FORM=VIRE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rybq7TYuRNw&t=11s
https://www.cambslearntogether.co.uk/asset-library/Corona-Virus-Schools/Household-Support-Fund-Autumn-Half-Term-Parent-Letter-CCC-Final.pdf
https://www.cambslearntogether.co.uk/asset-library/Corona-Virus-Schools/Household-Support-Fund-Autumn-Half-Term-Parent-FAQs-CCC.pdf
https://www.cambslearntogether.co.uk/asset-library/Corona-Virus-Schools/QR-CCC-Free-School-Meals-Page.png
mailto:winter.support@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
https://www.cambslearntogether.co.uk/asset-library/Corona-Virus-Schools/Lieutenancy-Letter-to-Schools-l-September-2021.pdf
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Queen’s Green Canopy (QGC) has been established. The unique scheme involves inviting 
people to “Plant a Tree for the Jubilee,” with everyone encouraged to plant trees in the 
current and in the next planting season (October 2021 – March 2022 and October 2022 – 
March 2023). Any trees planted in this period can be badged under the project. 
  
To drive the push locally, both Cambridgeshire County Council and Peterborough City 
Council are working with the Lord Lieutenant of Cambridgeshire, Julie Spence, to raise 
awareness of the project and with residents, community groups, schools, businesses and 
other partners to encourage and support their participation. 
  
Everyone is invited to take part and it is easy to get involved – whether you are an expert 
gardener or complete novice, there is something you can do. This includes individuals 
planting trees on private land, community planting projects, schools planting trees on their 
premises and businesses setting up tree planting projects with employees. 
  
So far, trees have been planted in three local schools: Woodston Primary School in 
Peterborough, Spring Meadow Infant & Nursery School in Ely and St Philip’s Church of 
England Primary School in Cambridge. Both Councils have also committed to carrying out 
planting within their rural estates. 
 
The County is asking for  support in encouraging community groups, schools, residents and 
businesses in your ward/division to create their own planting projects. More information 
about what, where and when to plant can be found here: The Queen's Green Canopy 
Project - Cambridgeshire County Council. 
  
A national map is being hosted on the national QGC website where planting projects can be 
added, so everyone can view the contribution being made across Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough. If you know of a planting project taking place in your ward/division, then 
please encourage the organiser to add it to the map: Map - The Queen’s Green Canopy 
(queensgreencanopy.org). Plaques are also available from the Queen’s Green Canopy 
website. We can also support the organisation of planting events, and facilitate the 
attendance of Mayors, the Lord Lieutenant or one of her Deputies, and other dignitaries. 
 
County Council Finances 
 
Progress is being made towards closing a projected £19.5m gap in Cambridgeshire County 
Council’s budget for next year – despite growing levels of need leading to uncertainty. The 
Council  
is calling on Government to provide a more realistic and robust financial settlement for the 
county as it continues to take a central role in managing the current effects of the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 
The five year plan – agreed by Full Council in February this year – saw a balanced budget in 
the current year achieved by using some one off funding, but at the beginning of the year 
had estimated an initial gap for 2022/3 of £22.5m,  with further gaps to fill in succeeding 
years.  The council is identifying further ways to close the gap through savings, generating 
income and updating estimates of need based on new population figures. 

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/climate-change-energy-and-environment/improving-the-natural-environment/trees-and-woodland/queens-green-canopy-project
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/climate-change-energy-and-environment/improving-the-natural-environment/trees-and-woodland/queens-green-canopy-project
https://queensgreencanopy.org/map-education-hub/qgc-map/#/
https://queensgreencanopy.org/map-education-hub/qgc-map/#/
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The council is predicting long term increases and changes in the pattern of demand for its 
services, linked to the economic after effects of the pandemic – and additional cost are still 
being incurred as the council takes a central role fighting COVID-19, coordinating the public 
sector response, managing a complex public health situation and the impact on vulnerable 
people and children’s education. 
 
Besides the pandemic, the other major risks and uncertainties in setting budgets for 2022- 
27 include the potential for national policy changes, such as reform of social care funding, 
the need for a multi-year funding settlement from government, the availability and 
sustainability of supply chains and resources, and changing patterns of demand for our 
services that has been a longer-term trend.” 
 

Household Support Fund 
 
Do you need help? Cambridgeshire families in need of extra help during the pandemic will 
be able to benefit from the new Household Support Fund running until March 2022. We will 
continue providing help via the Direct Voucher Scheme, which offers parents a voucher for a 
choice of supermarkets. These vouchers are sent to eligible families automatically using 
school data and information held by the local authority. If your circumstances have changed 
please get in touch as you may now be eligible for this support.  
 

Watercourse reinstatement grants  
  
The County Council has agreed to offer grants from a pot of money set up to ensure 
watercourses across the county are properly maintained. Applications may be made by 
established community flood groups and parish councils where a watercourse needs to be 
reinstated, and the riparian owner either cannot be identified or genuinely cannot afford 
the works to reinstate their watercourse.  
  
A riparian owner is anyone who owns a property where there is a watercourse within or 
adjacent to the boundaries of their property. A watercourse includes a river, stream or 
ditch. A riparian owner is also responsible for watercourses or culverted watercourses 
passing through their land. It is expected that the work to bring the watercourse back up to 
standard would be one-off in nature, with them being regularly maintained thereafter.  
 

Campaign launched to recruit more school governors  
A campaign has been launched to find more people willing to serve on the governing bodies 
of schools in Cambridgeshire. Schools are looking for governors who can bring a variety of 
skills and expertise from a wide range of backgrounds. Governors – who are volunteers – 
support the strategic leadership of the school, providing support, challenge and 
accountability to the school’s headteacher and senior leaders. The headteacher is 
responsible for the operational running of the school on a day-to-day basis. Cambridgeshire 
County Council is particularly seeking to build diverse governing bodies which reflect the 
communities they serve, enabling children to succeed and thrive. 
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Previous experience of being a school governor is not necessary, as full induction and 
training will be offered. Experience of working in education is not necessary either. 
Governors are usually appointed for a four-year term. Time commitments vary from school 
to school, but to fulfil the role effectively, governors are expected to sit on individual 
committees, visit the school regularly and attend full governing body meetings. 
Responsibilities include working as part of a team, maintaining educational standards and 
performance, holding the school to account and monitoring the school’s budget. Further 
information about the role and how to apply can be found here on the County Council 
website.  

Bird keepers across Cambridgeshire are being urged to follow strict national measures put 
in place by the Government to help keep their own birds and the wild bird population safe  

Digital initiatives to make planning process more accessible 

The Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities (DLUHC) has announced that 
new digital tools to help local people have their say in the planning process will be trialled in 
13 areas across England. Over £1million funding has been allocated to 13 planning 
authorities under the PropTech Engagement Fund, to test new digital initiatives to make the 
planning process more open and accessible and improve public engagement. The Greater 
Cambridge Shared Planning service has been awarded £98,250 as part of this trial. The 
pilots, which will run until March 2022, will inform the government’s work to modernise the 
planning system.  
 

Got chickens?  

Bird keepers across Cambridgeshire are being urged to follow strict national measures put 
in place by the Government to help keep their own birds and the wild bird population safe 
this winter. Following confirmation of a number of cases of Avian Influenza (also known as 
bird flu) an Avian Influenza Prevention Zone (AIPZ) has been declared to help stop the 
disease spreading. This means that bird keepers are now legally required to take a number 
of precautions, whether they run commercial poultry businesses or have a small flock in 
their back garden.  

The prevention zone means that all bird keepers must, amongst other things: Keep 
domestic ducks and geese separate from other poultry; Ensure the areas where birds are 
kept are unattractive to wild birds, for example by netting ponds, and by removing wild bird 
food sources; Feed and water their birds in enclosed areas to discourage wild birds; 
Minimise movement into and out of bird enclosures; Cleanse and disinfect footwear and 
keep areas where birds live clean and tidy; Reduce any existing contamination by cleansing 
and disinfecting concrete areas, and fencing off wet or boggy areas; Keep free ranging birds 
within fenced areas, and ponds, watercourses and permanent standing water must be 
fenced off (except in specific circumstances, e.g. zoo birds).  
 
Great Wilbraham Issues 
1. The County Council’s Joint Administration is aiming to bring in a new and more positive policy with 
the aim of making it easier to introduce 20mph schemes. This is one strand (of many!) of work for 
the Highways and Transport Committee. Other strands include: policies on HGV traffic and on active 
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travel, along with continued work on highways improvements including repairs to roads, paths, 
gulleys etc. There is now a Highways Improvement Board which meets regularly and as well as 
,monitoring existing programmes of work it looks at ways in which work can be streamlined and its 
success  or otherwise measured 
 
2. Footpaths in Angle End and Church Street are on the list for repair: Angle End has been 
programmed in for attention in the near future; costings are awaited for work on Church Street. 
 
3. By the time you read this report the repairs to the road between the Wilbrahams and Fulbourn 
will  have been completed.  There were some communication problems with the contractors and 
with their sub contractors, leading either to last-minute announcements or none at all. I am taking 
this up with Highways whose officers are also concerned about this.  Apart from the first morning, 
when I was down at the barriers myself, I did not receive any reports of serious inconvenience or 
disruption, although inevitable there was some. But clearly improved communications are needed. 
 
 
 
Claire Daunton 
County Councillor 
07905 473395 
 


