
NEW LOCAL HIGHWAYS IMPROVEMENT APPLICATION FILED 

 

An application for a Local Highways Improvement (LHI) must be made to the County 

Council by or on behalf of the Parish Council (PC) for almost any local road 

improvements.  If the application is successful, the CCC will contribute up to £15000 

of the costs, so the effort is certainly worthwhile. Only one LHI application is 

permitted in any year, and the closing date for 2021 year was 14 October. 

 

Earlier this year, TWG realised that the PC had no plans for an LHI application in the 

current year and obtained agreement at the July Parish Council Meeting to prepare 

an application. TWG set up an LHI team led by Richard Bray who worked hard 

investigating the traffic through the village and the lay-out of village roads to identify 

what might best be the subject of the LHI application.  They took on board the views 

expressed in the recent TWG survey since these would be positive support for the 

application. After extensive discussions with the PC and the LHI Officer for the CCC, 

TWG prepared an application on behalf of the PC and it was filed by the Parish Clerk 

last Thursday. 

 

The LHI Application is seeking: 

 

 a. 2 solar-powered speed detecting devices known MVAS or SID. These are 

the lights that flash up to tell traffic how fast they are travelling and to remind 

them of the speed limits.  These will be placed at the entrances to the village 

where we believe they will be very effective in slowing traffic down. 

Unfortunately, regulations require us to move the SIDs every month, so 

TWG's idea is to move them to positions in High Street and Church Street for 

a month and then back to the entrances again.   

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 b. 2 40mph zones.  These will be located outside the 30mph limits on Station 

Road and Mill Road. The aim is to slow traffic before it gets to the 30mph 

limit and that the slowing will continue into the village. There is an additional 



benefit in helping to protect walkers using the verges as footpaths, 

particularly valuable on Station Road where walkers must use the narrow 

verge to reach Wilbraham Common.  [Since filing the application there has 

been an accident on Station Road leaving car parts all over the verge and 

damaging the 30mph limit sign.  How is that for timing?] 

 

Filing the LHI application is only the first step.  The LHI officers will examine the 

application and come to the village later in the year to examine and discuss the 

suitability of our proposals.  As a result, the application may be amended – we might 

lose any part of what we have proposed - and then it will go forward to the LHI panel 

for evaluation early next year.  That is the critical stage.  There is a limited amount of 

money for LHIs and many Parish Councils will be seeking a share of it.  Not all will 

be fortunate.  Our application may be rejected, and there is no appeal.  Rejection 

would of course be a huge disappointment, but we can always feel pleased and 

proud that we did something.  We tried.  And if we fail, we will try again next year. 

 

 

 


