
 

 

Great Wilbraham Parish Council 

Minutes of the Meeting of Great Wilbraham Parish Council 

Held Thursday 15th July 7.30pm at the Wilbrahams’ Memorial Hall 

 

Present: Stephen Bartlett (Chair), Sally Ramus, Roddy Tippen and Sam Dhaliwal. 

County & District Councillors C Daunton, G Cone and J Williams 

The Clerk, Natalie Mulvey and twenty-one members of the public were in attendance.      
21-22/26 To receive and approve apologies for absence - Apologies had been received from C Jackman 

which are accepted. 

21-22/27 Declarations of interest and dispensations 

 (a) To receive declarations of interest from Councillors on items on the agenda – None 

 (b) To receive written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interests – None 

 (c) To grant any requests for dispensation as appropriate – None 

21-22/28 Open Forum for Public Participation (10mins) – None 

21-22/29 To sign and approve minutes - Minutes of the meeting held on 6th May 2021 were proposed by S 

Ramus, seconded by R Tippen and RESOLVED by a unanimous vote to be a true record of events 

and were duly signed by the Chairman. Minutes of the meeting held on 24th June 2021 were 

proposed by S Ramus, seconded by R Tippen and RESOLVED by a unanimous vote to be a true 

record of events and were duly signed by the Chairman.    

21-22/30 To consider a proposal from CDS on Parish Cemetery  

Meeting closed 8.00pm 

Members invited J Smith, Director of CDS Group to present their proposals for Great Wilbraham 

Parish Cemetery. He explained that CDS Group is a UK Company specialising in cemetery 

management and design.  A proposal and quotation had been provided to GWPC to complete a 

topographical survey, produce a detailed site layout plan / burial layout and a review current 

cemetery regulations and burial fees.  J Smith presented an analysis of burial charges in the local 

area and gave a presentation on the impact burial charges had on maintaining the cemetery.  J 

Smith provided insight into gas cremation, the carbon crisis, memorial stone, granite import, 

carbon footprint and groundwater protection along with how these all impact the environment.  S 

Bartlett asked whether the current rules should be changed to make them more environmentally 

friendly.  J Smith felt that in general the regulations included environmental considerations; 

however, the use of granite is his main concern. A resident questioned the risks of negative 

environmental impact. J Smith explained that in isolation every cemetery did not have a huge 

impact, but it was important for everyone however small to contribute. J Smith responded to 

residents’ questions and members thanked him for his time and informative presentation. 

Opened 8.50pm 

21-22/31 Matters arising / Chairman’s correspondence / Clerk’s report – For information only 

The clerk advised that E Gant had resigned from the Parish Council.  S Bartlett reported a 

significant number of emails had been received regarding the grass cutting in the village and 

confirmed that all verges had been cut back and he was working with some residents to ensure 

their areas were cut.   A resident had requested the Parish Council write to Network Rail to 

complain about the new stile.  No one at the meeting reported any issues with the stile, therefore, 

members agreed that if an individual had a complaint, they should write to Network Rail directly.  

A request had been received from a resident in Church Street asking whether yellow lines could be 

installed in their street.  Cllr Claire Daunton agreed to take this request forward and investigate 

further.   

21-22/32 Reports from working parties 

 (a) Memorial Hall – S Ramus advised the change in COVID-19 restrictions had allowed a 

managed re-opening of the Memorial Hall.  Government guidelines are under constant 



 

 

review and changes are implemented to letting arrangements if needed. 

 (b) Parish Cemetery – S Bartlett advised that the Well-brahams were working on a plan to help 

maintain the Parish Cemetery a couple of times a year.  They have made a request to open 

the area for a social gathering when restrictions are lifted. 

 (c) Community Cohesion & Well-being  

Meeting closed 9.16pm 

A representative from the Well-brahams advised that the group are working closely with 

Wilbrahams Environmental Group and hope to work more closely with all groups in the 

village in the future. 

  N Toovey introduced himself, the Wilbrahams Environmental Group and their aims. The 

principal objective this year is to encourage the residents and the Parish Council to think 

about and act in relation to climate footprint in all activities. E Adams explained that there 

will be themed information evenings on relevant topics which residents will be invited to 

attend. N Toovey advised that discussions had taken place with the Primary School and the 

Diocese regarding both the Glebe Land and support for more cycle paths.  A resident asked if 

the group were considering an electric bike scheme in conjunction with a cycle path.  N 

Toovey felt the bike scheme will be more quickly achievable than cycle routes.  Members 

thanked N Toovey for the update and all the efforts from members of the groups. 

21-22/33 To receive update from Transport Working Group – D Richer and G Fry introduced the group and 

their objectives. G Fry thanked the Parish Council for allowing the TWG to be formed and reported 

on progress so far.  He was pleased that there had been no shortage of volunteers.  A survey has 

been conducted which allowed residents to voice and validate their concerns.  He highlighted the 

results of the survey, which shows a strong depth of concern over safety and support for the group 

and their campaign. S Bartlett felt it was important that residents understand it is difficult to make 

positive changes quickly. He confirmed that some improvements to the footpath to the school 

have been agreed by highways.  D Richer reported it was the TWG’s intention to talk to all local 

companies, which have vehicles travelling through the village. 80% of residents supported a 20mph 

speed limit, however, they were concerned that it will not be enforceable.  Members of the TWG 

have communicated with the police and had found them extremely supportive. A resident 

reported that the police had issued a section 59 and the implications that had on the company 

concerned.  C Daunton reported that the County Council were reviewing their present policy of 

20mph speed limit only being considered where the mean speed of traffic is 24mph or lower. D 

Richer requested the Parish Council lobby to support this change. It was agreed a letter in support 

be sent. C Daunton reported the LA had judged the last application as good, but they had to cut 

the number of applications due to available funding.  The chair of the Great Wilbraham Primary 

School’s PTFA reported that the group, parents and headteacher supported the work of the TWG 

and a reduction in speed limit and a zebra crossing. A long discussion took place about the 

available options and any barriers to them. Members agreed to investigate the option of school 

crossing patrol. D Richer reported it was the intention of the TWG to submit a new LHI application, 

with the detail to be agreed. C Daunton advised that the LHI application deadline had been 

extended to 30th September. 

S Dhaliwal believed there was strong evidence of a problem, however, felt it is important that a full 

program of improvements over the next few years be devised to include any funding 

opportunities. The plan would mean that if an application was not successful a next step was ready 

rather than having to re-start the project.  All agreed this should be looked into.  

 



 

 

 A McFarquhar reported his investigation on the school flashing lights and how they can be 

improved. A full discussion took place on the options and a potential cost of £7,000.   

D Richer requested that photographic evidence of the speeding/HGVs be added to the website.  S 

Bartlett queried if the website had enough space, the clerk agreed to check. S Dhaliwal felt it was 

important to find a better way to report on the projects taking place in the village on the website 

and would investigate options.   Communication from the Parish Council would be investigated to 

see what improvements could be made. 

C Daunton highlighted that it was not possible to restrict the HGVs coming through the village and 

has provided some information on the historic planning applications and maps to the TWG. 

ACTION: CLERK 

Meeting opened 10.03pm 

It was proposed by R Tippen, seconded by S Bartlett, and unanimously RESOLVED that subject to 

clarification and cost the Parish Council support a privately funded highways improvement 

application to improve the flashing lights and signage at the road narrowing, potentially funded by 

the Parish Council. 

 

21-22/34 To discuss traffic calming & highways matters 

 o Parking on High Street / Mill Road – Councillor C Jackman has spoken to the resident. 

 o School flashing signs – Discussed under the transport working group item. 

 o Report on battery insurance claim – The clerk advised that the claim was with the 

insurance company who were trying to assess liability.  It had been reported that the 

second set of batteries had also caught fire during charging and the device is now out of 

operation. 

21-22/35 Planning and tree applications 

 (a) Planning applications 

  21/02598/HFUL 12 Church Street 
Great Wilbraham 
Cambridge 

Two storey side extension and single storey rear 
extension. Removal of two trees 

  https://applications.greatercambridgeplanning.org/online-
applications/PLAN/21/02598/HFUL 

  S Ramus talked members through the application.  There had been no objections from 
near neighbours, however, they were unhappy about the removal of two trees and 
requested that they be replanted. 
Members agreed to return a NO RECOMMENDATION response on the planning 
application.  Although not a material consideration, members were disappointed that this 
was another application to greatly extend an already large house on a small plot, creating 
overdevelopment. Once again, reducing the stock of more affordable smaller properties 
in the village. Members would also like to recommend replacement of the two removed 
trees. 

 (b) Tree Applications (to undertake work on trees situated in a conservation area) 

  21/0826/TTCA St Nicholas Church 
Church Street 
Great Wilbraham 

T1 -T36 Lime Repollard & remove basal growth 

  https://applications.greatercambridgeplanning.org/online-
applications/PLAN/21/0826/TTCA 

  Members agreed no objection to the application. 

21-22/36 Finance 

 Total funds as of 30th June: £88,537.06 This includes S106 funds: £1,918.73 

 Current account balance: £75,505.29 Savings account: £13,031.77 

 (a) To review Parish Council calendar - The clerk confirmed that calendar actions are up to 

date. 

 (b) To approve payments of: 

  i) Natalie Mulvey – Clerk Salary May  £294.10 

https://applications.greatercambridgeplanning.org/online-applications/PLAN/21/02598/HFUL
https://applications.greatercambridgeplanning.org/online-applications/PLAN/21/02598/HFUL
https://applications.greatercambridgeplanning.org/online-applications/PLAN/21/0826/TTCA
https://applications.greatercambridgeplanning.org/online-applications/PLAN/21/0826/TTCA


 

 

  ii) Natalie Mulvey – Clerk Salary June £557.60 

  iii) Clerk Salary – Inland Revenue January & February £212.80 

  iv) OPUS Energy invoices 20/04/2021-20/05/2021 £44.96 

  v) OPUS Energy invoices 21/05/2021-19/06/2021 £40.40 

  vi) Burwell Print Centre 18560 £372.24 

  vii) Canalbs ltd Internal Audit Invoice 0440 £147.87 

  viii) CGM Invoice No. 238108 £158.30 

  ix) The Natural Tree – 1058 £350.00 

  x) CGM Invoice No. 239647 £210.59 

  xi) The Natural Tree – 1062 £170.00 

  xii) UTB Charges April, May & June £18.00 

   It was proposed by S Bartlett seconded by R Tippen and unanimously RESOLVED to 

approve, with exception item viii the payments as listed.  

ACTION: CLERK 

 (c) To approve receipts of: 

  i) Cambridgeshire County Council – Grass Cutting 2021/2022 £556.25 

  ii) P E & J Fisher – Warbler receipt £27.00 

  iii) Wilbraham Boiler Services – Warbler receipt £48.00 

  iv) Roth C S Ltd – Warbler receipt £32.00 

  v) PA J J A B A SW – Warbler receipt £27.00 

  vi) Six Mile Bottom Shop – SMB Gas – Warbler receipt £16.00 

  vii) Robert McCubbin – Warbler receipt £32.00 

  viii) A McGarvey – Warbler receipt £26.00 

  ix) Wheelie Fresh Bins Ltd – Warbler receipt £32.00 

  x) Six Mile Bottom Shop – Warbler receipt £16.00 

  xi) Chapel Dental – Warbler receipt £54.00 

  xii) VAT Refund 2020-2021 £974.17 

  xiii) R Stebbings Funeral Services £550.00 

 (d) To receive funding and expenditure requests – It was proposed by S Bartlett seconded by R 

Tippen and RESOLVED to accept the quotation received from CDS in the sum of £1,975 

(exc.VAT) for a topographical survey, site and master burial layout plan and review of 

current cemetery regulations and burial fees. 

 (e) To receive internal audit report – The clerk circulated the internal audit report.  S Dhaliwal 

queried the auditors comment on GDPR compliant Parish Councillor email addresses.  The 

clerk agreed to do further investigation. 

ACTION: CLERK 

 (f) To discuss and approve land/allotment rent 2021-2022 - It was proposed by R Tippen, 

seconded by S Bartlett, and unanimously RESOLVED that charges remain the same for 2021 

-2022 subject to clarification on current market rates. 

 (g) To discuss training/awareness session for the defibrillator and signs – The clerk advised that 

AED Donate offered online training and members agreed to promote this on the 

Wilbrahams website.  Members agreed to carry forward a decision on the signs to the next 

meeting. 

21-22/37 County & District Councillors report & questions 

 (a) District Councillors Report - Cllr G Cone provided a full written report; a copy will be added 

to the Wilbrahams website.   

Cllr C Daunton & Cllr J Williams provided a full written report; a copy will be added to the 

Wilbrahams website.   

 (b) County Councillors Report- Cllr C Daunton provided a full written report; a copy will be 

added to the Wilbrahams website.   



 

 

21-22/38 To discuss Parish Council vacancy and co-option - The clerk confirmed that there are now two 

vacancies on the Parish Council.  She advised that she would issue the notice following the 

resignation received from E Gant and promote the vacancies on the website and in the next 

edition of the Warbler. 

ACTION: CLERK 

21-22/39 To discuss and agree village areas of responsibility – The clerk circulated the areas of village 

responsibility document.  Members agreed to carry this forward to the next meeting. 

ACTION: CLERK 

21-22/40 To review the Administration & Procedure Complaints Policy - The clerk circulated revised updated 

policy for consideration.  Members agreed to adopt the policy. 

ACTION: CLERK 

21-22/41 Current actions outstanding – None 

21-22/42 Matters for future consideration – None 

21-22/43 Dates of next meetings 

 16th September 2021, 18th November 2021, 20th January 2022, 17th March 2022, 21st April (APM 

Annual Parish Meeting) and 19th May (Annual Parish Council Meeting) 

21-22/44 Agenda items for next meeting 

Any business and payments, to be considered at the Parish Council meeting must be delivered to 

the Clerk for inclusion on the agenda at least 7 days prior to the meeting. 

 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 10.30pm. 

 


