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"When I was walking to school when I stepped out the gate a 
car went speeding past me on the pavement. There are always 

cars speeding when I go to and from the bus stop." 
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 The survey was not carried out by residents ticking boxes; they were asked to 
describe their concerns.  Responses were collected from e-mails, letters, notes 
and by TWG members knocking on doors. The results from the survey, written 
and verbally given on door steps, have been collected and counted under 
various headings.  The results are listed below: 

 
 
  Total number of responses  116 
 
  Concerns for safety   91 
 
  Desire for 20mph speed limit*  74 
 
  Speeding, driving too fast for safety 70 
 
  Noise      56 
 
  School crossing    45 
 
  State of pavements and roads  37 
 
  Damage to verges and gardens  36 
 
  Curfew for HGVs    23 
 
  Danger to cyclists    19 
 
  Damage to property   14 
 
  40mph speed limit    1 
 
 
 *  A small number of residents, not included here, were neutral on the matter of a 

20mph speed limit because they thought it would not be enforced. 
 
 Many residents commented verbally, and where their specific comments were 

noted by the interviewer they will be found at the end of Appendix 2. 
 
 
          Andy Martin 

  
 

 
 
  



APPENDIX  
 
 
Residents Survey – Responses 
 
These responses are complete texts apart from the removal of wording that will 
identify respondents.  Some of the views may contain errors of fact, but we believe 
that these are innocent mistakes and not the intention of the writers to mislead. 
 
 
1.  
 
I have lived in the village fo 77 years and on mill road for 48 years. 
previously traffic levels were resonable but now they are too heavy, too fast and unsafe for 
me and my family. 
The situation is totally unsatisfactory. 
We have never been consulted on planning applications which would result in increased 
hgv’s travelling on mill road to the industrial sites in fulbourn. 
previously we could walk or cycle down mill road safely but we cannot do this now as we feel 
our safety is at risk. 
The only way we can leave our home is by car and this is totally unacceptable. 
even this is dangerous because the road is so narrow any 44 tonne hgv has to travel partly 
on the wrong side of the road because it is too big. and the vehicle sight lines are totally 
inadequate. 
over the years we have seen the disused railway bridge on mill road backfilled and now no 
one would know the brick arch deck is still in place and often supports 44 tonne hgv’s when 
passing at speed. 
I cannot accept Mill Road was inspected and passed suitable for 44 tonne HGV’s and car 
transporters. This is having an adverse effect on our wellbeing. 
around 2005 a young schoolboy was killed in a road accident on Mill Road. 
 
 
2.  

- We have had damage to the grass in front of/ opposite our house- We have added 
wooden blocks/logs to help deter it. 

 
- Speeding into the village past our house is an issue- it is often difficult to pull out from 

our drive into the road, which we have to do, to be able to see oncoming traffic. 
 

- We’d support measure to slow down traffic entering the village- for example the gates 
style signs in Horningsea/Waterbeach. 

 
- HGVs have definitely increased in the 12 years we have been here. Dangerous trying 

to turn right into Mill Road when lorries are turning wide- we’ve had several near 
misses. 

 
- There is damage/potholes to the road in front of our house, potentially 

caused/worsened by HGVs- this has been tarmacked/partially-damage to vehicles on 
our drive has been caused by flying stones. 

 
- We’d support 20mph through the village - not speed bumps. 

 
- Cycling/walking towards Fulbourn can be very difficult with HGVs passing. 



 

3. 
  
I don’t feel safe on my buggy with lorries about.  Its to do with the paths as well I have to be 
careful as the paths are broken up and the hedges are hanging over. 
The main thing I about speed from Frog End, they come fast from there, they haven’t got 
nothing to stop them. They are going a fair old whack by the time the go by here. 
Lorries are coming over onto my grass its not so much their speeding they tend to come 
over onto my garden when they come both ways. There is a manhole outside mine and the 
lorries come by there they soon make that rattle. 
They do tend to go up on the pavement when two try to get by. 
Mill road is in a state. 
20mph won’t be a bad idea the lorries aren’t so bad, but the cars can do with calming down 
a bit. 
I always thought lorries weren’t allowed to come through before half past six in the morning 
so a curfew would be a good idea between 7pm and 7am. 
There ought to be a crossing outside the school what’s there is a bit close to the Angle end 
junction. For children’s sake more than anything that should be a zebra crossing there. 
When you come around the corner by the church you don’t stand a chance really narrow 
around there the lorries arctics have to cut the corner a bit to get round. 
I still think that little bridge will collapse between little Wilbraham and Wilbraham. That bridge 
wasn’t put in there for lorries it was put in there for horse and carts. 
I’ve never had a survey from the parish council or anyone about the increase in lorries 
coming through. 
They made a mistake when they closed the Mill for a little while and took the railway junction 
off. Most of this stuff comes from the docks and back to the docks I used to work at the silo 
and they we would fill the train trucks up and they would go by train to the dock. 
 
 
4.  
 
Thanks for dropping off the survey. Here is our response: 

- Pedestrian crossing outside the school – Yes 
- Traffic calming – Yes 
- 20mph speed limit – Yes (see comments below) 
- HGV movement ban between 7pm and 7 am – Yes, good idea 

In addition to this, I am concerned about the HGV’s driving over the edge of our drive and 
constantly damaging it. The edge of the road has been repaired several times over the past 
few years. The HGV’s seem to drive up and make 3 lanes out of this narrow road. There are 
often parked cars along the road and instead of waiting for oncoming vehicles, the HGV’s 
straddle over a section of our drive to make room to pass. My wife is also concerned for our 
9 year old daughter crossing the road as vehicles (HGV’s included) drive quite fast along this 
stretch, a 20mph speed limit should help in this regard. Maybe a speed camera? 
 
 
5. 
  
20mph limit 
Chicane to slow traffic 
We would not want to see any alteration to the triangle Mill Road corner. 
 
With regards to the HGV’s coming through the village we would support a 20mph limit and 
perhaps a chicane either end of the village. 



We wouldn’t be happy for the grass triangle at Mill Rd junction to be altered in any way as it 
is a nice feature. 
We live in Station Rd very close to the road and sometimes we feel the house vibrating as 
the bigger lorries pass by. 
We would rather they didn’t use this route at all, but don’t suppose its possible to stop them 
altogether. 
 
 
6. 
 
I have lived at 8 Station Road Great Wilbraham for 30 years with my family. 
 
The past ten years the HGV's and traffic in general has increased shockingly quickly. 
I am a retired police officer and have been retired for two years and am fully aware of speed 
perception. 
The speed of HGV's along Station Road coming into the village from Fulbourn can be 
between 35mph and 45mph as they consistently ignore the 30mph limit signs. This is a 
serious safety risk for pedestrians and for other road traffic. Other traffic I have witnessed 
travelling from Frog End up through Station Road in excess of 50mph + and the same 
coming into the village from Fulbourn during the school runs and rush hour mornings 
afternoons. 
I have a number of older neighbours and they have stated to me that they are frightened of 
the speed of the AAH vans, HGV's, vans, school buses and cars which makes crossing the 
road very dangerous. 
Station Road is not wide enough for two 44 tonne HGV's to pass each other safely 
 
I have witnessed first hand HGV's bullying their way through the village forcing traffic to stop 
when they do not have right of way because they do not wish to stop or slow down. 
I have experienced this with a fully loaded car transporter heading towards Little Wilbraham, 
which I met on the corner on Church Street next to the church which is a narrow blind bend. 
The HGV was far to large to fit down Church street and was blocking the whole road. I was 
forced to stop outside the old School House. The car transporter continued to drive towards 
me knowing it could not get by. Another car pulled up behind me just in time and we were 
both forced to reverse backwards towards the blind bend risking a collision from traffic 
coming up behind us. 
 
I have witnessed and recorded AAH vans speeding through the village forcing oncoming 
traffic who had the right of way to stop. If the traffic does not stop these vans I have 
witnessed drive up and along the pavement to get past oncoming traffic.  
I was walking along the High Street on the pavement just before the Mill Road junction, a 
HGV bulk carrier was turning out of Mill Road onto the High Street towards Fulbourn 
direction. This HGV was unable to get around the bend and was fully across the road up 
against the curb next to me. I videoed this HGV as it turned when my neighbour who was 
behind me walking his dog rushed past me telling me to look out. As I looked behind me 
there was a white van and a AAH van both had mounted the pavement driving up behind 
me. Both vans could not wait to let the HGV fully turn and as they past me they then turned 
right onto Mill Road. Thankfully AAH at the Queens Farm Industrial Estate have now been 
served with a Section 59 Warning by the police on Monday 14th June which lasts for twelve 
months. 
The noise of HGV's day and night is unacceptable and is affecting our quality of life. 
We support a 20mph limit in the village. 
We also support a curfew on HGV's coming through the village between 7pm and 7am. 
Cycling in the village is extremely hazardous. 



The road surfaces inside and outside the village is being destroyed by the heavy usage of 
HGV's. HGV's cannot pass each other so on Station road they mount the grass verges 
destroying them and mount the pavements. Heading out towards Fulbourn the road surface 
has been torn to pieces on either side of the road as they are not designed for 44 tonne 
HGV's.  
Mill Road junction has no proper signage there is no warning as you enter from A11 down 
Mill Road of a junction ahead. You take your life into your own hands when driving along Mill 
Road as HGV's will not slow down and force cars off the road onto the badly damaged 
edges, full of extremely deep jagged holes. 
Mill Rd and High Street junction is not fit for HGV's and I have witnessed HGV's turning left 
towards Fulbourn mounting the pavement fully to get around. 
 
I have witnessed a child on a bicycle going around the blind bend on Church road by the 
church, with a school bus inches from their back wheel revving its engine, then overtaking 
the child outside the school before the extremely preposterous and dangerous narrowing of 
the road. How a normal sane person can think that what the Parish Council put in outside 
the school is even remotely ok and safe for pedestrians beggars belief. Too think that the 
Parish council is ok with three year old children stood waiting to cross to school, when 44 
tonne lorries are passing literally inches from their faces and other vehicles, is staggering, 
mind boggling and shows the Great Wilbraham Parish Council total contempt for the safety 
of the children and adults of our community. A pedestrian crossing is needed more than 
URGENTLY outside the school. 
 
HGV's do not fit on the roads through the village they take up most of the road and cannot 
get around the numerous bends in the village without taking the whole of the other side of 
the carriageway. Especially dangerous on Church Street By the Church, On the corner by 
the village sign on Church Street, Mill Road High Street junction, Frog End leading to Station 
Road and the bend outside the village Fulbourn side next to the Wilbraham Common 
footpath entrance. 
My neighbour across from me is disabled and has metal steps and rails to help him get into 
his house. HGV's and other vehicles have mounted his front garden so much they have 
worn the garden away up to the edge of his steps which are sent back from the road over 
two metres. 
Over the years we have had many wing mirrors smashed off of our cars and we have got so 
fed up with the damage we had to spend money having a dropped curb put in just to get our 
cars away from the heavy traffic. 
 
My wife Sarah is concerned about the HGV's going up onto the pavement to pass each 
other on Station Road, they speed through the village and do not let oncoming traffic by 
when that traffic has right of way. 
Sarah would like a curfew 7pm to 7am on HGV's because at the moment lorries are going 
past our house between 10pm and later at night. 
Sarah would like to see a proper crossing outside the school to make traffic stop and not try 
racing each other across the narrowing of the road. Traffic tries to race each other to get 
through. We have wanted to have a crossing outside the village school since we moved here 
30 years ago and our children went to the school. 
Our grandchild now goes to the school and I think there should be a proper crossing to give 
pedestrians which includes children priority crossing the road. What's there at the moment 
does not give the children right of way to cross, you have children from the age of three 
crossing there with adults its not safe. 
 
We have never been consulted by GWPC about the change of use at Queens farm which 
now hosts The Queens Farm Industrial Estate. Surely the community should have been 
consulted about the increase in HGV's and vans that this industrial estate has produced. 



Was a Community Impact Assessment done before the Queens Farm Industrial Estate 
was given permission? 
 
We have never been consulted or heard of or seen anything in regards to the roads in the 
village being deemed safe for 44 tonne vehicles, anyone with an ounce of common sense 
could see that our roads are unable to take such large vehicles. 
 
We don't feel safe walking, cycling or driving in the village or on the roads coming into the 
village due to the HGV's on the roads. They do not slow down when the roads are narrow 
and unfortunately a lot of the HGV drivers have no regard for the safety of other road users. 
They would rather mount the pavement or mount the verges so as not to have to slow down 
or give way. 
 
 
7.  
 
We live in Station Road, Great Wilbraham and for years have been concerned about the 
speed of vehicles and the route used daily ( and during the night) by HGV drivers. The noise 
early morning by empty HGV's rattling past our houses is extremely annoying. 
We have to park on the road as we have no driveway and on numerous occasions our 
vehicles have been damaged. 
The speed is definitely a concern as the amount of vehicles that speed up along our road, as 
its nearing the edge of the village, is very high..I fear for any children or animals living along 
here! 
I have grandchildren visiting often and worry about getting them safely in and out of our 
vehicles which are parked on the road. 
My husband was walking our dog the other day when a huge HGV drove past and 2 'medical 
vans' mounted the pavement as the road was too narrow for them both to pass, making my 
husband jump into someone's driveway for safety! 
(Our neighbour, Andy Martin, captured it all on his phone) 
I work at the local primary school and would love to see some kind of proper  safe crossing 
for the children and their families. 
Something definitely needs to be done..and soon.. 
I would support a 20 mile an hour speed limit. 
 
 
8. 
 
Living in the village ( Gt Wilbraham for over 10 years ), I have noticed that road traffic is 
becoming absolute priority in terms of problems we need to tackle. 
It is so sad to see that this beautiful village is becoming with every year more and more sort 
of A road. The village is loosing the character and becoming dangerous place to walk, cycle, 
ride a horse or walk a dog. And this is why people are moving from the cities to villages. 
 
The number of big lorries, lorries with containers and car transporter become unbearable, 
especially during the lockdown. They became the threat to the village life damaging  roads 
already being a hazardous with number of pothole multiplying week by week under the strain 
of heavy goods being transported through the village. 
 
These roads are too narrow for lorries which are wider than half of the road and are forcing 
other road user get off the road in the potholes which is dangerous thing to do, especially if 
you are small car driver.  
 



Not only that, I see too often  two lorries coming through both directions and since both of 
them are taking more then half of the road - they are being pushed to go on the verges, 
destroying our green areas, pavements and becoming health and safety hazard to cyclists 
and walkers. 
 
Since we live in the village we do we, especially at this time of the year many farm vehicle on 
the road… and these take approx 75% of the road. How is the lorry and farm vehicle going 
to fit on the road and where the pedestrians are going to go. Some parts of the village the 
paved its are not even 1m wide.  
 
We suppose to become green and give up car rides to use bicycle and walk whenever 
possible which so good and benefits so much our health. Unfortunately I do not feel it is safe 
to do it in the village anymore. With lack of cycle lines, lack of wide enough pavements I am 
scared to death to walk my child to school when I face car transporter coming 10 away from 
us on the school drop off. I gave up walking my son to school a year ago, even though it is 
just 10 min away, as I do not think the road is safe enough ! 
Many people living by very edge of the road has pots broken and fencing damaged as the 
road is simply not fit for this size of cars. 
 
There are a lots of places leading to, from or in the village where it is actually very 
dangerous to drive as you can not see what is coming in front of you, and often people are 
not aware that.  
It might be something as big as the lorry which is taking more then half of the road. 
 
I often choose to get off / on A11 at Fulbourn in the winter times, as I am petrified lorries on 
that narrow road, knowing that I have to get off the road to let them pass, and not seeing the 
state of the road which is so hazardous ( some of the potholes and their number could 
probably go to the Guinness Book of Records ). 
 
How did we even got here? Little village school does not even have a crossing, not to 
mention the fact the the road narrowing is often very confusion could probably g for drivers 
who are speeding trying to get to work on time. We had 2 years ago a situation where a child 
was almost hit by the bus while trying to cross the road. 
 
My worry as worry of every single parents in the village is that one day, something terrible is 
going to happen as nobody seems to do anything about it. 
 
We had been collecting a data for several years related to speeding in the village. That is 
another nightmare. Why we did not get a found for speeding calming tools is a mystery for 
me ! Other villages have it - why we can’t, even though we proved it is a huge problem in the 
village. 
 
We definitely have to put residence before the lorries who often can go different routes. 
If the pavements are not wide enough, there is no cycle line, and roads are too narrow to 
accommodate lorries we should not have them in the village.  
 
Even if all these three things would be in place they would still be causing a noise, pollution 
and disturbance but without having infrastructure suitable for them - they become a death 
trap and accident waiting to happen. 
 
Insufficient infrastructure suitable for large vehicles 
Over used roads with speeding problems 
Lack of cycle lines and pavements wide enough 
Excessive use of the road by lorries ( it is small village road not M20 ) 
 



Additionally I would welcome 20mph speed limit for the village due to all mentioned in above. 
Most of Cambridge has it, why can’t we? 
Speed cameras, and definitely traffic calming is on my Christmas list once we manage to 
deal with lorries. 
 
At the same time, I would like to thank you very much to all of you in Transport Working 
Group for being bold enough to recognise the problem and trying to face the ones who do 
deny it ! 
Thank you for your hard work.  
If you need hands in the counting one day, please let me know. 
 
PS. 
 
You probably thought about it but if you had a precise width of the “red lorry “ and multiply by 
2 - or add the width of car transporter - wondering if that would fit in the narrowest part of the 
village ( which is probably near Ian Cumming’s fence and Rory Newman’s Mum on the other 
side of the road). If that would not fit - perhaps you can argue that they cannot go in both 
directions. 
 
 
9.  
 
Thanks for consulting on the 'traffic issue'. We live in Frog End so receive traffic to/from both 
the A14 (via Church St) and A11 (Mill Road). 
 
The first point is we're trying not to think like nimbies! Every village has to accept some 
heavy traffic, it's a question of proportionality. We're also mindful that food items like bread 
have taken on new significance as a result of the pandemic, and the flour mill approaching 
Fulbourn does therefore perform an important social role. The sad fact about this particular 
facility of course, which others will no doubt have observed, is the railway line running 
alongside it which could in theory at least solve much of the road traffic problem. 
 
We agree that HGVs and other larger vehicles (eg. daily AAH vans, car transporter) do 
represent at least an irritation and also take their toll not just on the village roads but also the 
verges. Whilst we're not aware of any serious accidents to date, the school, playground and 
nurseries represent potential vulnerabilities. Most HGV drivers proceed with care (weight 
alone ensures this!) but there are exceptions as there are with cars. We also assume that 
the corporate owners of the vehicle fleets tell their drivers to come in one way and out the 
other to minimise their impact on either Fulbourn or Great Wilbraham. 
 
So what could be done and what do we think should be ruled out? 
 
* Explore use of rail for mill distribution (very long shot) 
* Traffic calming measures such as speed bumps in the villages (we'd be against because of 
the noise they cause). Similarly false 'give ways' would lead to more stop/start and vehicles 
sitting and emitting which would be unsatisfactory. 
* Identifying and approaching the main users (The mill, the industrial estates, the car 
distribution company etc) to highlight the social and health risk issues and to ask if they have 
plans to relocate or at least mitigate (the mill would ideally sit on an industrial park with direct 
access to major trunk roads). Also enquire if there is genuine need for these vehicles to 
come through the village or whether they are simply taking convenient shortcuts. 
* Work with the Parish and County councils to formulate a 1-5 year plan to reduce heavy 
traffic by say 50%. This would be set against the helpful backdrop of a nationwide macro 



push to improve the environment and reduce heavy road traffic in line with the UK's Paris 
Accord obligations. 
 
Hope this is of some help. 
 
 
10.  
 
I hope this email isnt too late to be of use. Ive lived in Gt Wilbraham fifty years. The change 
in that time has been enormous. The peaceful village has gone. The rate of change is 
speeding up. If this continues we will become a through-route for industrial traffic. My job 
gives me world-wide correspondence. People tell me they are frightened, Many young are in 
despair. They have no sense of any future.  An ugly symptom of this is that schoolchildren 
are taking to carrying knives – and using them. The problem is international and is on the 
edge of being too big to solve. The earth is being made almost uninhabitable. Politicians talk 
and the situation gets worse. Nothing will be done to stop it unless money can be made out 
of the solution.  
  
Huge lorries and speeding cars are a symptom of this large problem. In a way that’s a good 
thing. It means that finally something has got to be done about it. The Chesham by election 
is a sign of this. It's a time to be bold, audacious. Why not ask for a 15 mph speed limit? For 
no lorries before 9 am and after 6 pm? Make the village road a toll road for lorries? Modern 
technology makes this feasible and business could cope with it and still make their profits. If 
people insisted then these things would have to be done. A few years ago 20 mph limits 
would have been unthinkable. They are now already normal and acceptable. Nothing 
changes as radically as normality! Look at what’s already happening -- the one certain thing 
is that there is no normality left to return to! 
  
[ …] 
  
Specialist try to bluff there way out of difficult problems. You have to be careful. For 
example,the  road to the bridle way that leads to the common has been made twice as wide 
by lorries driving on the verges and banks. Someone suggested there should be footpath 
(called A Trod) to be used by the rare walkers. A Trod is a raised grass pathway without a 
curb. Its expensive. To make it trees would be cut down. The situation would be made worse 
than before and without the protection of trees. The lorries would flatten the Trod in  a few 
weeks, widen the road and go faster. The next suggestion was cut down the trees at corner 
so that walkers can stand there and see any traffic coming. They could see that 
anyway!  But they couldnt stand there because lorries would have made the clearing part of 
the road. They do that sort of thing all the time. When two lorries meet – especially on the 
corner – they have to force each other onto the banks and footpaths. The Trod and tree 
cutting wouldnt help walkers but just help the lorries to go faster and make the road more 
dangerous! I When I pointed this out I was just given a pout of annoyance! Then the 
suggestions got even more ridiculous and dangerous..  The TW Group will be dealing with 
professionals. They musnt be given excuses excuses to ignore us because we dont know 
what we’re doing. Cars are parked on the corner (which is against the Highway Code) and 
there is no speed limit. That’s the real problem. There should be no parking and speed signs 
and a sign telling drivers to respect the safety of the village. 
  
I argued for years to get safety measures. (I have copies of the correspondence.) I finally got 
two chevrons erected and “SLOW”painted on the road. The “SLOW” and one of the 
chevrons was knocked down about a year ago. I warned the Parish Council. Nothing was 
done. 
  



The TW Group are working for the village and the villages should support them.  Things are 
changing and this is the time make  bold demands. Why not?   
 
 
11.  
 
I have never been given the opportunity to object about HGV’s coming through our village to 
the industrial estates in Fulbourn. 
Traffic has increased in recent years and I feel unsafe. HGV traffic should be restricted to 
7am until 7pm noise is a problem as will be pollution. 
I walk the pavements with my daughter and we are constantly being put in danger especially 
at Mill Road junction by HGV’s mounting pavements. 
The condition of the roads around the village is very poor and dangerous for road users 
especially cycles and motorcycles. 
Footpaths are also in a poor condition it will only take a trip for someone to fall into the path 
of a speeding HGV or car. 
Roads around our village are too narrow and bendy for 44 tonne wagons to pass safely 
putting all other road users in danger. 
I can see damage to private property all over both villages and this is not fair on the owners. 
I think all HGV’s should be routed via Balsham Road and Station road Fulbourn as was 
originally planned when A11 was duelled. 
I would welcome a 20mph speed limit and think a pedestrian crossing at the school would 
make it safer for our children. 
The damage to our verges by HGV’s is ruining a picturesque village and it will never recover 
until HGV’s are banned. 
A weight limit should be imposed on Mill Road and Fulbourn Road 
 
 
 
12.  
 
H.G.V drivers, on the whole do a good job on small usage roads. 
 
Ban H.G.V’s 7pm-7am 
Have a pedestrian crossing outside school 
 
 
 
13.  
 
Thank you for the initiative to survey the residents’ of our village for their opinion.  Our 
household feels this is an important issue which has been overlooked for too long and we 
certainly like to see it higher up on the local agenda. 
 

• We would support a campaign for a pedestrian crossing outside the school. 
• Parked cars in the high street offer partial traffic calming effect but we feel there 

should be separate traffic calming measures placed at the beginning of Frog End as 
you approach from Fulbourn and after the bridge coming into GW down The Lanes. 

• We would definitely welcome a 20mph speed limit throughout the village. 
• We do not experience disturbance from HGVs between 7pm and 7am. 
• We feel that before alternative routes for HGVs can be suggested, we first need to 

know where the HGV traffic is coming from and where it is going to.  For example, 



how much of the traffic is for local commercial activity and how much is using our 
villages as a rat run? 

• Several times a day the HGV traffic passing outside our home causes a high level of 
noise and it feels as if our house is shaking.   

• In our opinion the HGVs (in fact all traffic) take the Frog End bend far too fast. 
• I walk through the village at least once a day with my dog.  Mostly there is footpath 

only to one side of the road or not at all.    There are few places to cross safely which 
offer pedestrians and drivers a clear view.   

• Mill Road – It is obvious HGVs pay no attention whatsoever to the “unsuitable for 
HGV” signs.  I am sure we have all experienced difficulties driving along Mill Road 
when an HGV is coming towards you;.  There is simply insufficient width of road for 
the vehicles to pass safely without moving to the verge which in turn causes damage 
to the road.   

• We are also concerned that the various bridges (Mill Road, The Lanes, Fulbourn 
Road and A11) are strong enough and that are regularly inspected and maintained to 
carry this quantity of HGV traffic. 

 
Thanks again for this initiative. 
 
 
14.  
 
It was good to chat to you at the weekend. Herewith as requested, our comments on the 
problems of HGVs in the village. 
 
Problems encountered on a personal basis include: 
 

• The incessant noise and disruption of very large vehicles manoeuvring through the 
narrow village roads, passing parked cars and crossing the middle of the road when 
going round the right-angle bends, such as those in Little Wilbraham, round the 
church, at the top of High Street and in Frog End; difficulties in managing the left-
hand turn at the bottom of Mill Road by Kennels Farmhouse.  

• Damage to the verges on these bends. 
• Encountering these very large vehicles coming in the opposite direction, particularly 

on Mill Road and Fulbourn Road. Frequently we are forced right into the edge of the 
road to pass, with the additional problems of dropping into potholes along this edge. 

• With smaller vehicles, particularly the AAH vans from Fulbourn, we have often seen a 
wave of four or five vehicles, all travelling at excess speed, whilst out walking in the 
village.   

• Threat to pedestrians by these vehicles - everyone is affected but particularly older 
people and children. 

• Threat to cyclists on the local roads , especially as large vehicles pass them ; there is 
a problem of the draught and they may be forced into potholes in the side of the road. 

 
The main problems are with large grain lorries and, more recently, with very large car 
transporters. Whilst we appreciate that the grainstore has been in Fulbourn for a long time 
we do think that arrangements could be made to limit the size of them, make requirements 
as to which route they use and what time of day they can travel. The car transporters, we 
believe, relate to a storage facility at Queen’s Farm on the corner into Station Road at 
Fulbourn.  We are surprised that such an operation can be allowed on agricultural premises, 
without any consideration apparently being given to access and apparently with no 
consultation with local villages. This would seem to us to be a change of use which should 
have been subject to planning permission. As the premises at Queens Farm seem to 



perpetually expand, it would be imperative that concerned Parish Councils should be 
informed about developments. 
 
In general terms, it seems to us to be wrong that lorries of this size that are purely related to 
a commercial operation can be allowed on rural roads through the Wilbrahams or any other 
villages that are entirely unsuited. This problem will only get worse as lorries get bigger. The 
problem seems to be that operations are permitted without consideration of access. 
 
I hope this is helpful. Thank you for taking on this important work for the village. 
 
 
15. 
 
This morning I was woken by two lorries going past one at 03:35am and one at 03:35am I 
know this because I looked at my clock. 
Lorries so fast past here, hardly any room for them to pass. They brake at this narrow road. 
20mph may help. 
Mill Road turning I had to stop the other day as lorry coming out. 
Car transporters so noisy. 
 
 
16.  
 
What Concerns Me about HGVs going Through the Village? 

1. Noise, particularly late evening, through the night and early morning. In the summer 
when we have the windows open, the clattering and banging (especially car 
transporters) as they speed through the village is a nuisance. 

2. Damage to the edges of the roads. The roads around here all have damaged edges. 
I believe much of that damage arises from HGVs having to drive as close to the 
verge as they can in order to pass on-coming vehicles. These roads were not made 
for articulated lorries. 

3. Damage to local vehicles. I have witnessed an HGV take the wing mirror off a car 
crossing the small bridge on Wilbraham Road as you head from the village to 
Fulbourn. It is extremely difficult to cross that bridge with an HGV coming the other 
way. I also witnessed an articulated HGV severely damage the offside of a small car 
as it turned from the High Street into Mill Road. This was serious damage and 
someone could have been hurt. 

4. Unsuitability of local roads for articulated trucks and other large HGVs. I believe there 
is at least one “Unsuitable for HGVs” sign on entrance to the village. This is 
completely ignored as it’s not an enforceable restriction, just a warning, but clearly 
the roads are not suitable for HGVs.  

5. Speeding. This is more an issue with vans than trucks to be honest. I regularly see 
vans from local companies go through the village at high speed. Likewise tractors. At 
least HGVs seem to go through carefully and slowly. 

6. Potential for accidents. A quiet village environment like ours, with small roads, tight 
bends, schools and playgrounds isn’t suitable for massive lorries. When I am on the 
very narrow pavement at the beginning of the High Street walking my dog, I feel very 
vulnerable when a vehicle the size of an office block passes within just a couple of 
feet of me. I fear that a serious accident may happen at some point. 

 
What do I think Might be Reasons we will not see a change? 

1. Deliveries need to get to the grain store (or whatever it is) at the level crossing in 
Fulbourn. Presumably it was built there in the first place to take advantage of the 
railway. I imagine that getting deliveries by rail would now pose too many logistical 



problems and too much cost. So they have to get deliveries by road. Could the trucks 
come from another direction? There’s only one other way they could come and that 
would simply shift the problem from GW to Fulbourn. 

2. Likewise, I guess the car dealership in Fulbourn needs to get cars in and out. 
 
What Suggestions do I have? 

1. 20mph speed limit sounds like a good idea to me, but I think it needs to be backed up 
with speed warning devices. Otherwise it will simply be ignored. This won’t stop 
HGVs of course, but at least it will be safer. 

2. Restrictions on the times when large vehicles are permitted to pass through the 
village - although this could end up with a continuous stream of trucks through the 
night. 

3. Widening of the junction at Mill Road. This just enables HGVs I suppose, but at least 
it would be safer. It would also benefit the farm vehicles. I have trouble turning my car 
round that junction, how they do it with articulated trucks I don’t know. 

 
 
17.  
 
 Object to HGVs.  Roads not suitable. 
 
 Agree to 20mph. 
 
 Curfew 4.00pm – 10.am 
 
 HGV handlers should be made to pay for repair and upkeep. 
 
 
 
18.  
 
Many thanks for the initiative.  I agree that some of the HGVs passing through the village do 
not take quite as much care as they should though we must be careful not to alienate those 
drivers who do follow sensible driving practice.  It is often the size of the vehicle that seems 
the issue rather than speed or carelessness of driving.  It is therefore hard to see what one 
could envisage to prevent this given a free society and a need for these trucks to route 
somewhere.  Any measure thought through must realistically only apply within the boundary 
of the village i.e. outreach to companies or hauliers will be unlikely to make any difference. 
 
I would widen the scope to include delivery and other vans that are sometimes on the large-
side and are definitely in a rush.  It is often these that are actually speeding and cause more 
concern than the HGVs.  These may require a different set of measures to the HGVs.  
 
Hot spots: 

• Outside the school and preceding  
• The 90degree corner at High St/Church St 
• On the section with parked cars on Station Road 

I would support the following measures within the main village road route: 
 
1) A campaign to install a school Zebra Crossing.  I really cannot understand why there isn't 
one already (even more so since the topic was discussed by the council survey of 26 March 
2019).  This seems to me to be a blatantly obvious missing safety feature. 
 
2) Installation of village Entry and Exit gates.  e.g. 



 

 
 
It is currently quite difficult for a driver to determine where the village starts and ends.  From 
the LW direction, there really is nothing other than the 30MPH sign to show that you have 
entered GW until you reach the pinch point at the School entrance.  Similarly from Fulbourn, 
drivers often do not reduce speed prior to the houses on Station Road which is a little too 
late.  I believe that visual marker gates set early enough would actually make a large 
impact.  Such gates are very cheap to install but really do help drivers orientate themselves 
and slow down.   
 
3) With lesser enthusiasm, I would support a 20MPH limit.  I have reservations since such 
limits are often not observed by drivers who take this to mean 'somewhere just slower than 
30MPH'. 
 
4) Better signage and additional permanent speed reminders/automated signs. 
 
 
Outside the village, I do think that we see some significant speeding on the stretches 
between GW and LW and between GW and Fulbourn.  Cyclists are in danger on these 
stretches.  Perhaps we could think about how to make these roads safer for all users too? 
 
Keep me updated 
 
 
19.  
 
HGV’s travelling through the village, cause significant damage to the road surfaces, regularly 
destroy the grass verges on Mill Road and Wilbraham Road as they are simply too large and 
heavy for the majority of road widths. I must state and having been involved with the initial 
Speedwatch Group, that I have never seen an HGV speeding and can only conclude HGV’s 
& Speed are an issue. However, Noise and Air pollution, damage to road surfaces, 
mounting pavements and significant damage to miles of road-side grass verges are the 
result of HGV’s’ and a solution must be found. Unfortunately, this ongoing and so 
obvious problem regularly communicated to GWPC has received little attention or support 
and from the most recent meetings with Highways & Local councillors this lack lustre 
approach continues in much the same way. 
Whilst I have no evidence of HGV’s speeding, I am convinced and many years ago gathered 
evidence via Speedwatch data (submitted to Camb’s Police) that vehicle speeding remains a 



problem despite credible solutions having been proposed. Unfortunately, after installing 1 
MVAS at every conceivable point throughout the village to collect and analyse relevant 
speeding data over a period of two years, (maybe longer,) GWPC via its Traffic Calming 
Group failed to secure additional funding via its LHI bid. It also failed to consult-discuss with 
the wider GW residents and other surrounding villages who, have successfully 
implemented vehicle speed reduction.  
Gt Wilbraham does have a Speeding problem BUT not as prevalent as residents would 
claim via (anecdotal evidence)!! From the many GW Speedwatch surveys implemented, 
monitored and recorded by residents the main area of concern was by far and remains ‘The 
Lanes’, which also has a Primary school with parking issues as parent drop off & collect 
pupils. Church Street, High Street, Frog End & Station Road also recorded some speeding 
(35+ mph), including some vehicles leaving the road, with property damage. With so much 
data, analysis from the GWPC MVAS that’s been positioned across the village and on The 
Lanes, (with its direct proximity with a Primary School) we’re perplexed why GWPC TCG 
failed to secure any LHI funding!!   
Therefore, it’s clear the Transport Working Group must encourage the GWPC-TCG to join-
merge forces with a dedicated group of villagers who are determined, knowledgeable and 
importantly tired of a complacent Parish Council who has consistently failed to even grasp 
the basics!! GW is a relatively small village and having two separate Transport/Traffic 
groups, operating with no commonality of purpose is absurd, bizarre and of consequence 
not in the best interests of the village. TIME FOR CHANGE. As GW residents can we 
have sight of the vast amount of data collected by GWPC/TCG? 
Whilst endeavours within TWG are currently on positive communications with other Road 
Users, you might take time to look inwards as there are issues that can easily be remedied 
by GW residents. The footpaths are generally in poor condition, however pathways made 
unnecessarily narrow due to overgrown hedges or vehicles parked on pathways could be 
easily remedied. Also drivers of vehicles (particularly cars) joining the High Street from Mill 
Road are unable to see oncoming traffic due to vehicles parked across the white dotted lines 
that identify access and exit points. These are problems that directly affect all road users, 
including pedestrians throughout the village, but with a little cooperation these issues-
problems are not insurmountable.  
 
 
20.  
 
As promised I have set out some suggestions below. 
  
Having lived in the High Street in 2 properties we noticed quite a difference in traffic noise 
when moving from No 7 which was not on the main route through the village to No 23. 
  
We have now got used to the traffic and in the main have become used to it. 
  
The problems only seem to be noticeable when additional vehicles cut through if there is 
problems on the A11 or a14. 
  
Other noteworthy issues are the car transporters that seem to come in batches and the 
transit type vehicles that are used by the medical suppliers who seem to speed through the 
village. 
  
Suggestions below that may help. 
  
1.       Provision of a pedestrian crossing at the school in addition to the priority restriction 
that is currently in place. 
2.       20mph speed limit though the village 



3.       Additional priority restrictions, maybe one in the middle of the village and one at the 
Fulbourn End (parked cars may already be providing the FOC) 
  
I also had a couple of other ideas but they would come with a negative impact 
  
1.       Speed bumps – these would add additional noise pollution, especially with empty 
HGV’s 
2.       Weight restriction on the bridge between Gt and Lt Wilbraham. – This would impact on 
the bus service and also farm vehicles and could potentially push more HGV’s onto Mill Lane 
where turning towards Fulbourn is hazardous. 
 
 
21.  
 
Congratulations on the formation of your working group and we hope very much it will result 
in action being taken to reduce the effect the HGV have on the village. 
 
We live in the High Street close to the junction with Mill Road, which leads down to the 
A11.  Vehicles come up Mill Road, at speed, and turn into the High Street and continue at 
the same speed through the village.  I often walk round the village and wave at speeding 
drivers to slow down, to no avail, so would definitely support a 20 mph speed limit through 
the village.  We would also support a ban on HGV movements between 7 pm and 7 am and, 
if there are alternative routes for them, this should of course be addressed.  There are 
always cars parked opposite our house and speeding cars suddenly find they have to break 
to give way to cars coming from the opposite direction.  It is difficult for us to back our cars in 
at 5 pm and the drivers often get annoyed, so I just make them wait as I do live here!   
 
There is traffic calming outside the school but a pedestrian crossing would be welcome.  I 
don’t like speed bumps as they create more pollution as vehicles break and then accelerate 
and they are annoying to residents who use the roads daily. 
 
I hope this is helpful but the best of luck with your endeavours on behalf of the village. 
 
 
22.  
 
 I would more than welcome a 20mph speed limit through the village.  
 
I don’t think that speed reducing measures are very effective. I think they just annoy drivers 
and the drivers that currently speed through the village will simply drive more aggressively 
between said measures, producing more noise and pollution.  
 
Certainly putting up 20mph signs along with the devices that show the vehicles speed would 
be much more cost effective.  
 
Thanks for all your efforts.  
 
 
23.  
 
Firstly thank you to all the frustrated people who have made this group. 
 
I have long been asking for help by the very people who are supposed to be looking after us 
sadly this has fallen on deaf ears. 



The fact of the matter is our village roads are not capable off accommodating theses 
massive HGVs coming through our villages at all hours. 
How have we sleep walked into this position? 
I see the danger smell the pollution and hear the noise from the HGVs 24hrs a day, there is 
something badly wrong. 
I believe there must be a strict weight limit on these HGVs and there must be some kind off 
length limit too. 
Living on the High street I see a obvious speeding issue. Speeding cars and HGVs not 
necessary speeding but driving to fast under the circumstances. 
I feel so sorry for the people who live closer to the roads than we do, it must be terrifying for 
them. Many of the homes near the roads were simply not built to have a 44t HGV pass by at 
a arms length. 
Do we really have to wait for a serious accident to happen are we waiting for someone’s 
home to be seriously damaged?? 
 
 
24. 
 
Just to give you my response to the form put through the door regarding HGV’s 
 
I don’t feel safe on the paths. 
I wasn’t ever consulted about HGV’s coming through the village. 
I think it’s dangerous when they come through the village for pedestrians and other vehicles, 
as the road isn’t wide enough. 
The lorries often come up onto the path outside our house. 
I have seen lorries do dangerous manoeuvres if they miss the A11 turning. 
 
 
25.  

My family and I live at 49 HIgh Street. We live almost on the corner of mill road. The turning 
from high st onto Mill Road cuts across our drive way. The volume of traffic has increased 
enormously over the years as we’d expect but the high volume of extremely large lorries & 
more recently car transporters is now almost unbearable for us. 

The lorries now start coming through the village at 3-4am. This was not the case. We are 
routinely woken up by the heavy clattering noise of these empty vehicles, especially if they 
hit a pothole or kerb.  These huge vehicles barely stop on the junction, slewing across the 
road. In the past few months the increase in the volume and increased size of these heavy 
goods vehicles means that our house will rumble as they pass. A great many of the heavy 
hoods vehicles coming from fulbourn, looking for the A11 exit don’t see the A11 sign from 
the High Street down Mill Lane and then have to reverse, often quite a way, beeping noisily 
as they do at all times of the day and night.  The trees  (which have TPO’s on them) across 
the road from us are whacked more and more often because the vehicles are so large.  This 
means that we are regularly picking up debris from the road. It’s hazardous in itself as the 
road is busy, especially at peak times.  

The police have asked that we keep parked vehicles on the left hand side of the road (as 
you drive to fulbourn) and adhere to the parking rules by not parking close to the junction. 
We have a drive so are not affected by this but many neighbours are reluctant to leave there 
vehicles further up the road due to previous thefts from vans, but these of course drastically 
impede the view of the junction as you approach. The police have suggested that we park 



across from the triangle on the opposite side of the road opposite the grass triangle but that 
makes turning onto the high street hazardous.  We had a car written off a year ago when a 
hit and run driver drove into the car at speed parked there.  Now with more and more traffic 
and larger lorries we think that although it slows traffic down it is a huge risk to the car.  

The grass triangle junction of Mill Rd and High Street which is an attractive feature and we 
overlook is now in dire need of review.  We would very much like to see improvements made 
there to widen the road but somehow retain its country feel? Some people think that’s an 
unnecessary complication but I think those of us who live near it should have our opinions 
heard and not dismissed.  

We feel that the number of vehicles speeding, some recklessly, through the village is not 
appropriate and dangerous. increased number of very  large heavy goods vehicles has to be 
assessed and evaluated, then solutions sought.  This is not a sustainable situation and will 
continue to get worse if left u checked. 

We don’t allow our 13th years old to cycle on the roads around here too often, with cars and 
heavy goods it can beat you ya? 

We are 100% behind the TWG plan, thank you for your excellent work. 

 
26.  
 
The passage of HGVs through the village has become totally unacceptable for many 
reasons, including: 
 
1.    Speed and Safety:  I believe that heavy vehicles and many vans are travelling through 
the village far too fast for safety.  They are probably not exceeding the speed limit of 30mph, 
but they are still going too fast for the safety of residents.   I strongly support the introduction 
of a 20mph speed limit. 
 
       In this connexion, many commercial vehicles have scant regard for the interests of 
domestic traffic.  This is particularly true at the entrance to the village from Fulbourn where 
vans enter the village far too fast, and few give way to traffic coming in the opposite 
direction. This is bad enough at any time, but the road there is particularly narrow, and local 
residents must park with their wheels on the pavement to ensure that their wing mirrors are 
not broken off.  
 
2.    The Mill Rd/High Street junction is a particular hazard, and a very noisy one.  Large 
lorries cannot turn from Mill Rd into High Street towards Fulbourn without driving in the 
outside lane, and frequently on the pavement. Lorries going in the other direction have great 
difficulty in turning without driving in the wrong lane. These manoeuvres often require 
forwarding and reversing to make the turn possible, manoeuvres creating much noise and 
pollution. 
 
3.    The road narrowing outside the school is a danger. Neither traffic nor children are 
certain who has priority.  The present system also creates both noise and pollution. HGVs 
trying to pass each other or to pass domestic traffic have great difficulty, and still  create 
more noise and pollution. 
 
4.    Traffic calming measures look to be a good idea, but I strongly oppose the use of speed 
cushions. These cause vehicles to stop or slow down, and in the case of lorries, this creates 



both noise and pollution. Some vehicles, like empty car transporters, will make a 
considerable racket, and since lorries are now coming through the village at night, this is 
entirely unacceptable. 
5.    There has been an increase in heavy vehicles coming through the village at night, even 
in the middle of the night around the hours of 3am. This really has to be stopped, if not by 
voluntary means, then by legal restraint. 
 
6.    I would like to see a flashing speed signs on each of the three entrances to the village to 
alert drivers that the speed limit is 20mph- or 30mph until we can get the speed limit 
reduced. 
 
I wish TWG every success. 
 
 
27.  
 
I am concerned about – 
Large Lorries  

a) They are very intimidating to pedestrians whether adult or children 
b) They are damaging verges and pavements 
c) They block the narrow road when two meet going in different directions 

School Crossing 
The situation is very dangerous while the crossing area is as it is. A proper crossing, either 
on the road or above  should be installed without delay. 
 
20mph Speed Limit 
I would support a 20mph speed limit. I could not support speed humps being installed 
because of damaging myself and my car. 
Grateful thanks to you all for your hard work 
 
 
28.  
 
Thanks very much for your letter regarding a survey of the HGV traffic in Great Wilbraham. 
Damage and Pollution 
Lorries are much bigger now, consequently higher pollution levels and mounting evidence of 
damage to the narrow roads leading into and out of the village.Lorries having to mount grass 
verges, damaging them, and pavements with subsequent damage to drains etc. 
Also, walking along paths with Grandchildren with large lorries thundering by feels very 
unsafe. 
Speed Limit 
I would support a 20 mph limit. 
Crossing outside school 
A pedestrian crossing here would be a great improvement on the present one which is 
confusing and inadequate.Traffic calming measures would help. 
Ban on HGV movement 
A good idea between 7pm and 7am. 
I am not sure about alternative routes.Thinking about access to the Granary in Fulbourn via 
Station Road, which is not suitable either.I experienced this with an enormous lorry coming 
towards me on a bend - taking up more than two thirds of the width of the road and narrowly 
avoiding a collision with me.As a motorist in a small car you feel very vulnerable. 
 
 
  



29.  
 
Our first problems with large lorries travelling through our village was over 20 years ago. 
Lorries kept driving over our front lawn when they had trouble passing and driving over our 
newly paved driveway. I complained to the council and they curbed along the edge of the 
road which solved part of the problem. To stop the lorries driving over our driveway we 
contructed a very large bollard on the corner of our drive, which although It has been 
knocked by lorries several times, it has prevented damage to our driveway. But now the 
lorries are so much larger they drive over the footpath on the other side of the road to 
pass each other !!  
The traffic was so infrequent when we moved here in the Eighties, our daughters and their 
friends used to play tennis on the road! Nowadays you take your life in your hands just 
attempting to cross the road with an enormous lorry or car transporter hurtling down the High 
Street travelling towards you way above the Speed limit. 
A month or so ago my daughter was driving from Fulbourn to Wilbraham after school drop 
off when she had an encounter with a huge lorry just leaving the village on the bend by the 
footpath to the Common. He was travelling right across the road and forced my daughter off 
the road into the hedge and her wing mirror was broken. She was very shaken up. The lorry 
did not stop. 
I frequently drive to and from Fulbourn and it is by no means unusual to encounter three or 
four large lorries or car transporters, both laden and empty taking up the whole of the road. 
They make no attempt to pull over, and if I didnt stop and pull over onto the grass verge, 
they would take the side out of my car. Its very unnerving. 
Yesterday as I was leaving the village travelling along Church Street, there were 2 cars in 
front of me, and hurtling towards us by the Childrens Play Area, was an enormous empty car 
transporter taking up much of the road. All of us had to pull into the entrance to Toft 
Lane so he didnt run us over! 
Then later when I was returning home, I had just driven past the school crossing, when on 
the bend an enormas lorry was coming towards me in the middle of the road. If I hadnt seen 
him and stopped I could easily have had my car written off. Needless to say, the lorry 
made no attempt to get out of my way! 
I very rarely drive out of the village along Mill Road now because Ive been frightened so 
many times by huge lorries forcing me to either  stop or drive up on the verge as they take 
up 3/4 of the road and never move over. 
The roadway outside our house is badly cracked and in places has dropped because we 
have so much heavy traffic coming through. The roads are neither wide enough or strong 
enough to withstand the impact of such heavy and frequent traffic. 
SOMETHING NEEDS TO BE DONE NOW TO STOP THESE HUGE LORRIES AND CAR 
TRANSPORTERS COMING THROUGH OUR VILLAGE BEFORE SOMEONE IS BADLY 
INJURED OR KILLED. 
 
 
30.  
 
I have lived in Gt Wilbraham for 42 years during which time High Street has changed from a 
peaceful village road to a dangerously fast and busy road to the detriment of the people who 
live here. 
  Cars and vans are a major problem but by far the most dangerous are the 44 tonne HGV s 
and car transporters due to intimidation,high speed, noise, pollution and generally being far 
too large for our country roads. 
   No one without an agenda of their own could pass Mill Road as suitable for these HGV s 
   I do not recall villagers being consulted when Fulbourn industrial estates were constructed 
and our councillor John Williams is on record confirming this lack of consultation. 
  Pc minutes could be inspected for this. 



  Planners have a statutory duty to take into account the effect of increased HGV traffic on 
adjacent villages when considering planning applications and I question if this was ever 
done. 
  It is disingenuous for Claire Daunton to say no planning applications have been processed 
at Queens Farm since 2009 because she knows full well the industrial estate has been 
massively expanded of late under the "presumed permission" for agriculture buildings to 
industry and this is one reason for the traffic increase. 
 Buildings which incidentally were built subsidised by the tax payer. 
  All roads to and in our villages are far too narrow and bendy for 44 tonne HGV s and car 
transporters and were never constructed as such. 
  The County Councils  HEAVY COMMERCIAL VEHICLE ROUTE MANAGER HAS 
STATED PUBLICALLY "IT WOULD NOT BE DESIREABLE TO USE MILL ROAD GIVEN 
ITS NARROWNESS" 
  ALSO"TRAFFIC SHOULD BE DISCOURAGED FROM USING LOCAL VILLAGES" 
  AND "HGV s SHOULD NOT BE PERMITTED 7 TILL 9 AM AND 4 TILL 6 PM. 
  Ignored of course. 
  I have never seen an application for the storage of cars at Queens Farm and this should be 
questioned given its history. 
  I fear for my granddaughter s safety when she is walking the footpaths along with everyone 
else in the village. 
 
 
31.  
 
Noise has become unacceptable for me.  
    HGVs using Mill Road can be heard through out the village. 
   It is a nightmare for people with hearing difficulties. 
   Could we restrict the times that heavy traffic use our roads for example at school opening 
and closing and after dark.  
   Lorries come through at three and four am waking many people.  
  Think of those working shifts. 
 
  We no longer feel safe in our village, not even on the pavements.  
  Children are not safe going to school, to the playground or to visit friends.  
  As we wait to cross the roads HGVs roar past  inches from us, their wheels alone are 
higher than a small child waiting to cross at the school. 
 
I would be against road humps. They are noisy can cause damage to cars and sometimes to 
their passengers 
 
Is it practical to have  20 MPH speed limit, can it be enforced? If yes ,then we should  try for 
this.  
  Some police presence in the village now and again might help.  
  I think we should keep the traffic speed signals. They do contribute to slowing down some 
traffic. A few more could be useful.   
 
  My car has been damaged on to two occasions by lorries coming too close.  
  I can send photos of the damage if it would help. 
  The drivers never give way and some of them can be quite abusive. They expect us to get 
out of their way even as we walk on the foot path.  
  Most distressing for us all. 
 
Any further developments at Fulbourn can only make life more difficult for both villages. 
 



   Thank you to all the people who are trying to do something about this We must all keep on 
with it. 
  I know there is a lot of work to do and it is very much appreciated. 
 
 
32.  
 
. Speed bumps penalise the Wilbraham by damaging their cars 
. 20mph unenforceable. 
. Width limit entry to village would stop large lorries. (Car transporters) If Fulbourn 
businesses need car transporters access both ways should be through Fulbourn only. Only 
about 10% of large lorries are for grain. 
. Restricted access signs need to be at all entry points! 
. School crossing needs redoing- can’t read the labels. 
. Chicanes at entries to villages may be a good idea. 
. potholes everywhere in village and really bad between Wilbraham & Fulbourn. They are 
filled in but don’t last because lorries destroy the repairs. 
. The verges are churned up helping to destroy road surfaces. 
 
 
33.  
 
We are writing this email with our concerns about the problems with heavy goods vehicles in 
Great Wilbraham. 
We live at 77 High Street and have seen and experienced the problems first hand. 
 
The vehicles are too large for the High Street and Mill Road. 
When approaching an HGV on the road, you have to drive up on to the verge for it to pass. 
The roads are quite narrow and there are many grade listed homes on the High Street built 
very close to the road and this becomes quite difficult and nearly impossible with the speed 
of some of the HGVs. 
 
The HGVs generally speed through the village. Whether it is a lorry or a tractor the speed at 
which the HGVs travel is of great concern. There are many families, children, elderly 
residents and cyclists who use both the road and footpaths and the speed and size of the 
HGVs puts these users in danger as well.  
 
I do not believe the roads were built to support HGVs. They are too large in size and weight. 
When a lorry passes we generally feel rumbling or slight shaking to the house. Ours is quite 
a modern home and set quite far off the road, so for those living in a grade listed home close 
to the road the vibrations from HGVs must be of great concern. 
 
Maybe reducing the speed limit through the village and reducing the size limit of vehicles 
would help with these problems. 
 
We hope the issues with HGVs can be resolved before someone is seriously injured. 
 
 
34.  
 
These photos show where a HGV turned into The Squires Field and in his efforts to get out 
he mounted the kerb and damaged my fence and drain. I did contact the company involved 
but had no joy. 



 
 
35.  
 
My wife today was forced to back up in her mini due to a HGV 
Cutting the corner by the nature reserve. 
She got a short video of how close it got from the side window 
Of her car. 
She was quite shook up when she got home due to meeting the  
HGV on the bend. 
 
I have lived in Great Wilbraham for just over 2 years and can’t believe the amount of hgvs 
which shake my house. 
But I have experienced this very late at night between 11 and 12 pm. 
We were woken this week by the usual metal backed grain lorry 
Which makes a horrendous banging noise as it goes past in the early morning. 
I was nearly hit by a car transporter which regularly comes past 
At speed. 
My wife is scared to cycle to Fulbourn as she was forced to go onto the grass verge by a hgv 
because a car didn’t give way in the opposite direction. 
We are renovating this house but have talked about moving because of the traffic situation. 
I did send a email to the parish council over a year ago but got no response. 
Unfortunately I work shifts and that’s why I see the very late vehicles and the early ones. 
Please if you need to forward this email in support of anything  
Please you do your very welcome. 
You have my email address here. 
Thank you for taking the effort to make wilbraham noise and pollution free. 
 
 
36.  
 
Thank you for running this survey! 
 
I am indeed concerned about the level of traffic, and the effect it has, in the village. 
 
In summary: 
- I would love to see fewer HGVs running through our village (noise, damage to grass verges 
and safety issues due to their size and the narrow breadth of our roads). I realise there is a 
factory in Fulbourn that requires HGV traffic, and understand there may need to be some 
creative thinking to come up with a viable alternative - just shifting the problem onto Fulbourn 
doesn't seem fair either. However, I would like to see any lorries using Wilbraham as a 
convenient rat run being banned. I am broadly in favour of a time limit for the passage of 
lorries through the village. 
- I am concerned by the amount of pollution in the village (I was surprised to see how high it 
is) and the proximity of the main road to our primary school. 
- I have particular concerns about speeding through our village and the disrespect that some 
drivers show to us and the law - and also the lack of enforcement from the police. I do not 
feel strongly about introducing a 20mph speed limit, but I do feel that the 30mph speed limit 
should be enforced.  
- The volume of traffic at certain times of day (sadly tending to coincide with the school run to 
the primary school) is not good. It is a worry trying to take small children to school at this 
time, especially as they want to cycle and use the road, as they tend to ride too fast to safety 
use a path. 



- We do need to sort out the state of some of the (narrow) paths next to the road - they are 
particularly uneven now and could cause a serious accident for our children using scooters 
or bikes as they head to and from school. This really needs fixing soon. 
- The crossing outside the primary school leads to ambiguity for pedestrians and drivers. I 
think we should have a proper crossing there. 
 
Thank you all so much for collating our views and passing them on! 
 
 
37.  
 

- Everyone -net only lorries/vans are speeding 
 

- The speed limit should be 20mph and there should be speed cameras installed fining 
people who speed 

 
 

- Lorries are necessary to provide goods in local businesses and can’t really campaign 
to not allow them in public roads-they have a right to use them as we all do. It might 
be worth focusing on a more achievable target, e.g. strict speed limit so that the 
roads are less appealing to HGV and all consider alternatives 

 
- Pedestrian and cycle paths between GWB and Fulbourn are of utmost importance. It 

is only a matter of time before a fatal accident 
 
 

- With the current network young families and elderly are isolated unless able/have 
access to a car 

 
- There should be several “Zebra” crossings in the village to calm traffic, e.g. school, 

playground and the entrances of the village 
 
 

- Campaign to improve cycle paths and buses-net just HGVs. If the roads would be full 
of bikes the HGVs would inevitably avoid 

 
 
38.  
 
Here are our thoughts. Some of our assumptions may be wrong - traffic counting/monitoring 
is on your "to do" list no doubt 
 
The issue of HGVs and traffic generally is shared with part of  Little Wilbraham  - and of 
course with Fulbourn so some co-ordination with them would surely be a good idea. Our 
District Councillor John Williams himself lives on Station Road fulbourn and is very aware of 
the problem of HGVs there,  
 
GW is bedevilled by HGV traffic, mostly it seems connected with the S & B Herba Rice Mill 
or Queens' Farm (the Lacey family) , plus some vehicles going to Ernest Doe or to the 
industrial units on each side of Does. The size of the trucks is unsuited to our streets, with 
difficult corners, junctions and pinch points 
 
GW also suffers from a,lot of commuter and other traffic using the village as a short cut 
between the A14 and the A11 



 
1. Speed. We think most HGVs do not speed but are cautious when navigating the roads 
here. Other vehicles do speed, eg the pharmaceutical vans based at Queens Farm 
 
2. Damage .  We are very aware of the damage being caused to our roads and pavements 
and verges , eg at the corner on the Fulbourn Road and on the island triangles at Mill Road 
and at Little Wilbraham 
 
3. Noise : the bouncing and rattling of HGVs and their trailers, especially when empty, is 
quite a problem, exacerbated by the poor condition of the road surfaces here 
 
4. Air Pollution : we are not particularly aware of this 
 
5. Cycling: a passing HGV is unnerving 
 
Possible actions:- 
 
A   20mph speed limits. We would support this 
 
B.  Speed Limits generally. We would like to see speed limits introduced further from the 
entrances to the village. On Fulbourn Road  the speed limit should reduce to 40 mph before 
the corner at the end of the long straight - and then to 20 mph where the existing30 mph limit 
applies.  On Mill Road a 40 mph limit should apply from the turning into Home Farm. On 
Wilbraham Road the speed limit should no longer go up to 40 mph when driving from one 
village to the other. 
 
C. Chicanes at the village entrances, as on Balsham Road Fulbourn or in Teversham, would 
slow some traffic and even deter some vehicle movements 
 
D. Lobby S & B Herba and the Laceys to plan or reduce their traffic movements. we doubt if 
a one way system for their HGVs would work although it would avoid problems when two 
HGVs meet 
 
E. Lobby the County Council to rebuild Fulbourn Road which is being destroyed by the 
HGVs 
 
F. Signage at the village entrances might help eg gates on the verges, polite signage re 
speed etc  
 
 
39.  
 
Thank you for setting up a transport working group to look into this.  
I would be really keen to have a pedestrian crossing near the school, cars and lorries are 
sometime reluctant to stop at school drop off and pick up times.  
Also traffic calming would be helpful, the speed at which some of the HGV’s come through 
seems quite quick. We especially hear this at night or early hours of the morning and the 
lorries rattle through.  
 
Happy to support any plans to try and reduce traffic through the village.  
 
 
  



40.  
 
I would campaign for signs on Mill Road unsuitable for HGVs and again for a sign on Six 
Mile Bottom Rd so no HGVs come through the village. 
There should be a ban between Mill Rd and Six Mile Bottom. 
The only HGVs that could be travelling in GW is from A11 via Mill Rd, turning left to factory 
AND Ernest Doe. 
I do worry ABOUT THE number of lorries and car transPORTERS travelling through the 
village. 
I HAVE CHildren who play outside often. 
 
 
41.  
 
Thanks for your letter and for the new group.  Living in Angle End we aren’t really in the thick 
of the problem, but we have seen the size of these vehicles and what they are doing to our 
roads. A ban between certain times sounds good. 
 
I really want to support the 20 mph through the village. Angle End is narrow and often there 
are cars parked on one side of the road.   On the whole I think people stick to 30 but I have 
seen a few maniacs racing passed our house. 
 
 
42.  
 
As you will see below, we live in Angle End, so suffer less than those on Station Road/Frog 
End/Highstreet/Church Street/The Lanes who have to accommodate most of the HGVs 
passing through the village. 
 
I have lived in Great Wilbraham for 30+ years and have seen the traffic through the village 
out of all recognition. And the dsmage done to the grass at the junction at Mill Road  is 
terrible.  I pity those living on that corner: the traffic must affect their property values, 
especially when the grain harvest is under way and lorries are taking the rat-run through our 
villages rather then using the A14 and/or the A11 to go to or come from the grain silo. 
 
The store in Fulbourn used to cause similar seasonal traffic, but now they seem to be storing 
something. Else, so the traffic is all year.  Furthermopre, it occurs to me that, though 
Fulbourn benefits  from the industrial rates paid there, we get the traffic. 
 
I am told that the reason that we are seeing more and more car-transporters coming through 
is that Lacey’s Farm host an intermediate storage area for new cars - was our parish council 
consulted on that change of use? 
 
I would welcome a village-wide 20 mph speed limit and any other suitable traffic calming 
measures, but I recognise that measures such as width restrictions are not practicable as we 
live in an agricultural community and also people need to have goods delivered to their 
homes from time to time - I had a palette of bricks delivered a few weeks ago! 
 
In summary, I object strongly to hgvs using our villages as a short cut to places outside the 
villages, but am happy with the local vehicle access. 
 
 
.  
 



I would to see 20mph speed limit through the village.  
Cars parked on paths are not good.  
The state of roads in village could be made better, Wilbraham Road nead updating little 
wider and bridge made bigger too.  
Pollution is a long-term problem with health.  
 
 
44.  
 
Thank you for your recent letter concerning the above and I would welcome adding my voice 
and concerns to hopefully assist, in the sterling work the working group is undertaking. 
 
Clearly the village roads and supporting infrastructure were built in a time when the frequent 
use of vans and HGV’s were not envisaged and as such are now unsuitable for purpose 
from a structural, safety and environmental perspective, especially with increased noise and 
pollution levels. The main concern being SAFETY. Restricting or re-routing of vans and 
lorries must be seen as a priority for all concerned. I hope that it does not take a serious 
accident or incident or a resulting liability claim to prompt action from the relevant authorities. 
Considering re-opening the railway sidings at Fulbourn for freight use must surely also 
merits consideration and would ease the needs for HGV’s. 
 
I would also hope that on investigation that decisions taken by the relevant councils and 
authorities (either past, present or future) fully considered the implications of the decisions 
taken and that they have ensured that any restrictions imposed have been monitored and 
enforced, as obligated. 
 
I hope these concerns will help resolve what is becoming an ever increasing burden on our 
community. 
 
 

45.  

 Hello,  thank you for investigating possible solutions to speeding traffic, especially HGVs 
through the village.  I agree this is a perceived problem, however, as 30mph is the legal limit, 
there is probably not much of an illegal problem.  It is the speed limit that is wrong and I 
agree that we should campaign for a 20mph limit. It could even be less in Angle End, if this 
is possible, as I know that parked cars do get damaged by passing traffic. 

> 1: I support the move to have a pedestrian crossing outside the school. 

> 2: Traffic calming may work, preferably chicanes, or flashing speed limit signs over speed 
bumps, which can cause problems for some vehicles, ambulances, etc. 

> 3: I would support a ban on HGVs between. 19:00 and 7:00 if that was possible and there 
was sufficient support. 

> 4: Rather than troubling the police with speeding problems - they have no powers to 
change the laws - I would suggest we should be tackling our MP, Lucy Fraser and our local 
County Councillors.  The Conservative, Graham Cone, would probably have the most 
influence with our Conservative MP, rather than Lib Dem, Claire Daunton. 



> I am not aware that any current laws would allow us to ban HGVs through the village.  I 
believe that County Council Highways Departments issues HGVs with preferred routes and 
this is something, I think, our County Councillors could check out. 

 

46.  
 
best of luck and persistence! Yes to 20mph whole village and enforced then you wont need 
bumps etc Yes to pedestrian crossing by school. Yes to HGV access (we tried so hard to get 
that in the 70s, and goods vehicles were nothing like the size they are now) 
 
No Swedish or Swiss village would allow 40 tonne HGV inside a village like this, there 
should be a rigid WRO and then delivery would need to be smaller. Now  they send vast 
lorries up Temple End to deliver a 2kg package. 
 
all power to what you are doing. 
 
 
47.  
 
Firstly, thank you for your work in this area on our behalf. I have lived in the village (Temple 
End) for 10 years. The heavy traffic through the village has definitely increased in that time. I 
walk around the village for exercise and to visit friends a lot and it is now rare to do that walk 
without the whoosh of a large lorry. I am also a cyclist and find the lorries very intimidating in 
the village and on the roads to Fulbourn and Little Wilbraham. 
Many of the paths are too narrow for a single person to feel safe when passed by one of 
these large vehicles. It must be terrifying for parents with small children, buggies etc and 
also dog walkers (of which I used to be one).  
I am a church member and we have started encouraging people to walk through the 
churchyard instead of using the path by Chris Hanson's cottage for safety reasons. The 
church wall around the corner by the school has recently had to be repaired and I am 
convinced the damage was caused by vibration from the lorries. 
A reduction in speed would be most welcome but finding an alternative route for these lorries 
would be preferable. 
 
 
48. 
 
Thank you for your recent letter regarding the Residents’ Servey. Having discussed our 
experiences as a family, please find our comments below.  
With our house in the high position it is in, we experience very high noise levels from all 
traffic at busy times of the day. However, HGVs are a particular problem. Because of the 
noise in the very early hour of the morning it is not possible to keep windows open at night. 
Bedrooms are often over 30C in the summer and powered fans are needed throughout the 
summer months. Not a very green option and not healthy either. Even in the daytime 
windows have to be shut at busy times so we can work from home and be heard online.  
Empty HGVs are particularly noisy as they rattle very loudly and also go at much greater 
speeds.  We have observed them breaking the speed limit on the “your speed” indicators. 
They accelerate with greater speed and noisily break at they come to the junction of Church 
Street and High Street.  
It is very evident that the village roads are poorly maintained and not robust enough to cope 
with HGVs. Broken surfaces and pot holes can appear almost overnight. The deteriorating 
roads and large pot holes prevent my daughter cycling safely through and out of the village. 



Giving pot holes a wide berth with a lorry behind is unsafe so we have to stop and wait 
simply because of the damage left by heavy vehicles. Cars and lorries also try to avoid the 
damaged road surfaces and weave erratically at alarming speeds as they rise up the hill to 
Little Wilbraham.    
The narrow roads and pavements make journeys to and from the primary school often 
treacherous. When large vehicles pass cars coming towards them, many times I have had to 
quickly jump deeper into the pavement area to avoid being struck by one of the vehicles. 
The area near the Church is the most dangerous part of our walk to school. When two HGVs 
meet on narrow stretches or near parked obstacles then there is usually a battle to mount 
pavements and the risks to pedestrians are even greater.  
Our house appears to be place at the area where vans are either accelerating towards the 
church (often over the limit, as observed on “your speed”) or breaking hard coming in the 
other direction as they approach the bend. Pulling out of the drive is tricky when vans are 
moving so quickly. Also, when slowing down to pull into the drive vans or even lorries will 
overtake while I slow down as they are so impatient to pass. They then face car on the same 
side of the road coming the other way.  
We would fully support a 20mph limit. Although without speed cameras of other calming 
methods I would be very surprised if it is adhered to. The village is a rat run for commuters. 
They are a hazard at school drop as they are too impatient to wait at the crossing point 
opposite the school gate. Children are often confused as one vehicle stops, as if to let them 
go, but the other does not. Very dangerous and parents have to be extremely vigilant. A 
pedestrian crossing would be a huge help.  
Time limits on HGV movements would also be a great bonus on the face of it. But if this 
simply causes a sudden influx, once the curfew is over, then I’m not sure how useful it would 
be. It could make the school run even worse. I can understand the local HGVs movement 
but wonder what can be done about others that use this route as a cut through heading 
much further afield.    
Thank you for your hard work on this important issue.  
 
 
49.  
 
We moved to the village in 2012, having previously lived in the centre of Cambridge. We 
were attracted to Great Wilbraham because of the relative tranquility enjoyed by residents. 
 
Over the past few years I has become apparent that there has been a huge increase in the 
amount of traffic using the village as a through route. The lockdown which began in March 
last year resulted in us both spending time in our house, working from home, which we had 
never enjoyed previously. With both of us in busy jobs, entailing early starts and late 
homecomings, we had seldom experienced what others told us about the volume and nature 
of vehicles that drive along the narrow, bendy roads on which our house and others sit. Only 
in the past 15 months have we fully realised the extent of the problem that blights the lives of 
residents of Great Wilbraham. 
 
Our principal concern is for the safety of people, road users and pedestrians, whose lives 
are put at risk by the combination of inadequate roads and pavements, parked cars which 
force traffic into the oncoming lane and, given these conditions, vehicles which are driving 
inappropriately fast. We are alarmed about the current state of the pavements, given that the 
Parish Council has the ability to ensure that these are kept clear. Residents who fail to 
maintain hedges and trees that block the pedestrian right of way should be named and 
shamed on social media. The Council should also lobby the County Council for pavements 
to be widened, or established where there are none. Pedestrian crossings should be 
constructed to enable pedestrians to cross the roads safely, most obviously in the area of 
the bus stops, the school, the nursery and the play park. 



 
The narrowing of the carriageway outside the school is ludicrous. It is astonishing that no-
one has been killed since it was constructed. We are very surprised that adults associated 
with the school, whether staff, governors, parents or carers, have not agitated for the current 
arrangement to be replaced by a crossing which gives pedestrians right of way.  
 
The junction of Mill Road and the High Street is a very definite ‘black spot’: somewhere that 
many accidents have happened in the past and where people will be killed in future unless 
something is done about the junction. There is sufficient space to reconfigure the layout, to 
enable the HGVs driving between the A11 and Fulbourn, in both directions, to negotiate the 
corner without encroaching into the oncoming traffic lane. Residents living adjacent to ‘The 
Triangle’ may oppose any change, claiming that a better arrangement would result in an 
increase in the volume of traffic, but we do not agree that argument.  
 
Motion activated signs, which advise motorists of their speed, clearly have an effect. The 
village should purchase sufficient to cover the 3 access routes into the village and the 
‘straights’ in Church Street and Station Road where some people are inclined to accelerate 
hard having negotiated corners. Village gates should also be positioned at these entries to 
the village, with signs and ‘roundels’ and other road painting which should be used to 
heighten awareness of the location through which vehicles are passing. 
 
We recognise and applaud the work that the Traffic Calming Group did last year to evidence 
the need for various measures, including speed bumps, to be installed in Church Street. 
Their work apparently ‘proved’ that speeding, in terms of people conforming to the 30mph 
limit, was "not an issue”. We believe however that the state of the carriageways within the 
village, the poor provision for pedestrians in terms of safe crossings and inadequate 
pavements, the number of cars parked on the roadsides and the nature and extent of the 
traffic all combine to justify a reduction in the current speed limit.  The situation requires the 
Parish Council to replicate the work done by Cambridge City Council who were successful in 
applications to introduce a 20mph limit on many roads with the City; roads which are 
straighter, wider and which have few if any parked cars which force traffic into the oncoming 
lane. 
 
We applaud the work that has been done on this issue by many residents over the years. 
The fact that little resulted from their labours illustrates the importance of persistence, the 
refusal to accept ’No' for an answer and the need for both the work on and the support for 
the campaign to be spread widely across the local community.  
 
 
 
50.  
 
As an early morning dog Walker, I agree with what you are saying. The HGVs speed through 
the village is quite frightening.  We have a slow path on the road outside our house.  Good 
luck with what you are trying to do.  You will need it. 
 
 
51.  

• Reduce speed limit to 20mph at all times 
• Crossings outside the nursery / park area/ primary school 
•  No through road for HGV at anytime 

 
(Sign at the entrance of Little Wilbraham, can carry on towards Six Mile Bottom) 
 



52.  
 
1/ The Safety aspect concerns me most of all. 
Large lorries take the whole road to go round the 3 tight bends in the village. They often go 
onto the pavement proving a frightening experience for on coming cars having to very 
quickly get out of their SPACE!  Dangerous! 
2/ The pavements being so small, means that the large lorry wing mirrors can nearly hit a 
pedestrian, again, very dangerous! 
3/ Yes should be a pedestrian crossing outside the school. 
4/ Yes to 20mph speed limit but prefer flashing signs to “sleeping policemen”. Do not want 
one by our house. Extra noise and fumes, revving engines. 
5/ The noise of lorries is bad. We have to stop conversation to wait till the lorries have 
passed as so noisy. 
6/ Goodness only knows what damage the vibration from big lorries is doing to our 400 
hundred year old house!!! 
 
 
 
53.  
 
The verge gets churned up especially in the winter time which doesn’t make it look very nice 
I think the speed limit would be a good idea. 
 
 
 
52   (aged14). 
 
When I was walking to school when I stepped out the gate a car went speeding past me on 
the pavement. There is always cars speeding when I go to and from the bus stop. 
 
From Elinor Moore 
The road is too thin outside 52 Church Street for 2 wide vehicles and a pavement, so I 
frequently see vehicles mounting the pavement, so many children walk down this pavement- 
this is an accident waiting to happen. 
The branches from our fruit trees have frequently been broken by lorries coming up on the 
pavement too. 
I would welcome a 20 mph limit through the village. 
I don’t think you can safely have 2 lines of traffic & a pavement frequently used by children. 
Pavement outside 52 Church Street. 
Not sure what the answer is. 
One way system through the village? 
Down to single lane traffic through this narrow bit? 
I don’t think a ban on HGV 7pm-7am would help – 08.30am and 15.15 are the times when 
the pavement is used most frequently by children. 
 
 
54.  
 
We have lived here for 10 years and in that time the problem with the volume of traffic, 
especially HGV’s has exploded. 
I feel very unsafe taking my grandson to school because of the speeding. 
My house is suffering damage. 
We can’t keep windows open because of the noise, especially HGV’s late at night and early 
in the mornings. 



I have lost 2x wing mirrors and several broken pots which are strategically placed to try and 
keep traffic away from my house. 
I support a 20 mph through the village and ideally NO HGV’S. 
I am considering moving because of the blight of HGV’s and dangerous speeds of traffic. 
And have been very disappointed with responses from the PC, CC and Police. 
 
 
55.  
 
Traffic safety – physical facts 
Destructive power – 1 
The destructive power of a vehicle upon initial impact with another object is governed by its 
momentum. 
A 44 ton lorry travelling at 30mph has the same potential for initial destruction as a 1 ton 
family car travelling at 1,320 mph. 
Technical basis:  
Momentum = mass x velocity (or weight x speed).  
Destructive force = rate of change of momentum. Equivalently, impulse = force x time = 
change in momentum 
Destructive power – 2 
The ultimate total destruction caused by a vehicle depends upon the kinetic energy it carries. 
A 44 ton lorry travelling at 30mph has the same potential for total destruction as a 1 ton 
family car travelling at 200mph. 
Technical basis: 
Kinetic energy = mass x velocity2 = mass x velocity x velocity (or weight x speed x speed). 
Road damage 
A 44 ton lorry creates 138,000 times as much damage to the road and subsurface as does a 
1 ton family car. 
Technical basis: 
Road surface and subsurface damage depends upon the fourth power of the axle weight, i.e. 
the axle weight multiplied by itself four times. 
Importance of speed restriction 
A vehicle travelling at 30mph can do 225% more total damage than if it were travelling at 
20mph. 
The same vehicle travelling at 40mph can do 400% more total damage than if it were 
travelling at 20mph. 
The same vehicle travelling at 50mph can do 625% more total damage than if it were 
travelling at 20mph (and yes, 50mph does happen in Church Street). 
Technical basis: 
Kinetic energy, as above. 
Speed and stopping 
If you drive at 50mph then you would still be travelling at 35mph in the time it would take you 
to stop dead from 35mph.  
If you drive at 40mph then you would still be travelling at 30mph in the time it would take you 
to stop dead from 30mph.  
If you drive at 30mph then you would still be travelling at 20mph in the time it would take you 
to stop dead from 20mph.  
Technical basis: 
Braking dissipates kinetic energy. The kinetic energy dissipated in braking from 30mph down 
to 20mph is the same as that dissipated in stopping dead from 20mph (and so on for the 
higher speed cases). 
 
Storage of vehicles on farm land. 



It was put to me that “A farm is located where a farm is located because that is a suitable 
location for a farm to be located. It is not a location for a car yard”. 
The truth is uncomplicated: if the law permits it the law is wrong. 
Grain storage 
The facility in Fulbourn is, like all such installations, an explosion risk. No such facility should 
be located anywhere near an area of habitation, especially a residential area. Example: 
 
(Click on the link or search on “Thurrock news video of grain store explosion 2020”) 
Technical basis: 
A fine (small) dust particle has a surface area-to-volume ratio such that oxygen molecules 
attached to its surface constitute a large volume of oxygen relative to the combustible 
material volume. The ratio of volumes is sufficient for an individual dust particle to burn 
fiercely. A cloud of such particles burning spontaneously creates an explosion. 
 
Implications 

• Roads are being wrecked by heavy lorries. 
• Broken road surfaces present a danger as drivers weave to avoid them. 
• Road humps and lane constrictions create stop-start traffic which in turn creates air 

(and noise) pollution. Low speed uniform flow of traffic is the least polluting by far. 
• Impulsive shocks created by heavy vehicles and speeding vehicles hitting uneven 

road surfaces create vibrational shock damage to property, especially roadside 
houses. 

• The Fulbourn grain store should be recognized for the explosion risk that it is, shut 
and dismantled (an overnight practice piece for the boys from The Regiment 
perhaps). 

• The maximum size of lorry permitted on Great Wilbraham and surrounding roads 
should be that which was in force when the roads were established in their present 
state – which is probably 7.5 tons. 

• A speed restriction of 20mph should be in place through the village and enforced. 
 
 
56.  
 
I am an active mum of two children 7 and 5 years and have lived in the village since 2018. 
who prefers walking over driving to ensure my children develop an active lifestyle too.  I say 
this because this means we are pedestrians walking to and from school.  Walking to school 
is better for us but in many cases can be very scary.   
 
I'm all for a 20 mph speed limit and some form of traffic calming and pedestrian crossing, 
and perhaps a good old fashioned Lollipop person too if possible. 
 
Crossing the road at any part of church street can be scary with two young children, on 
some occasions you have to be quick. 
 
Sometimes, cars can clearly see children walking but don't slow down, it's horrendous 
walking past Ian Cummings' house or if we didn't walk the church yard then walking past 
Chris's house.  
My children aren't the most cooperative either so it can be very stressful for me! I realise, 
there is Angle End to walk via to and from school, but my children like using their scooters 
and the path along that whole stretch is awpauling so then we would have to use the road 
which again isn't ideal during peak school hours. 
 
My main concern is until someone is seriously hurt or even killed nothing will get done!  This 
is not acceptable, for the life of me, I do not want one of my children or anyone else's going 



through a loss if this can be prevented at all costs. Makes me sad and I want to cry just 
writing this.  
 
We've all driven a little too fast but until you become a pedestrian and see what it feels like 
to have a car whizz past you it's horrible.  
 
I know I focused a lot on cars but i haven't forgotten how incredibly scary the 
school buses/coaches are and for a school bus driver. I want to shout out and say slow 
down. If I can, I often get my children to stop and stay still so as to not be blown in front of 
the bus.  Lorries in my experience have seen my two and even slowed down or 
stopped when they see them, but there are far too many during school pick and drop off 
times who don't do this, especially when they're turning round a tight bend and they're about 
a few inches from you walking on the path.  
 
I'd like to suggest no lorries or transporters during school drop off and pick up times. My 
main reason is because it's loud and scary when they drive past and can catch you by 
surprise.  Also the roads aren't built for them, it's a beautiful village being destroyed, it 
causes our roads to develop potholes, when weather is bad and because they are heavy, 
they disrupt the tarmac. They cause lots of congestion when there are two lorries from either 
end trying to pass each other, it's awful at the bend approaching the carpenters pub or near 
to Jan's house where the road is narrow. 
 
Something has to be done to make commuting to school safer!!! 
 
 
57.  
 
It was encouraging to receive your letter introducing this campaign last week. It is an issue 
that I feel has got worse over the last few years, and needs to be addressed urgently on the 
grounds of safety within the village, and on the surrounding roads which are just not 
appropriate for these vehicles. 
 
As I mentioned, I cycle to work and use the road through the village and down to Fulbourn. 
The HGV traffic has steadily worn away at the edges of the road between Great Wilbraham 
and Fulbourn. There are several long sections where the surface at the edge of the road is 
so uneven that it's not possible to cycle on it. As a result, I have to cycle in the middle of the 
road, which is particularly dangerous when trucks are coming the other way. 
 
I have also had to stop while approaching the bridge at Silver Trees, as oncoming HGVs 
have to come over the bridge on the wrong side of the road. 
 
In wet weather, an additional hazard that I've often had to deal with on my bike is mud 
thrown onto the road by HGVs mounting the verge to get past other vehicles. Again I end up 
cycling down the middle of the road. 
 
Within the village, I am particularly concerned about 3 sections of road: 
 
1 Outside the Carpenter's Arms, where the school buses stop. There's no pedestrian 
crossing for the school children getting off on the far side of the road, and as it's so close to 
the 90 degree bend, there's not much warning when even large vehicles come along. There 
are also usually parked cars on either side of the road here, so the large vehicles have to 
weave in and out and come very close to the narrow pavement. 
 



2 The Mill Road junction - I've had to stop while walking on the pavement past here, when 
HGVs come round the corner and clip or mount the pavement on the opposite side of the 
road. 
 
3 The narrow pavement going along Church Street towards the Church. The road 
bottlenecks severely here, and my family have had to stop or retreat into the park when 
HGVs go by and come right up to the edge of the pavement. 
 
I would support a reduction in speed limit to 20mph within the village, but I don't think this 
would address many of the specific safety issues with HGVs, as these often have no choice 
but to slow down to this speed to get through the village anyway. 
 
A 20mph speed limit would certainly help with speeding cars however, which is a separate 
problem. (I've noticed that every time I walk past the school, I can hear almost every vehicle 
that passes accelerating way past 30mph, even though the 40mph limit has been moved). 
 
I hope that this is useful in some way. I would like to help more if I can, but I have a full-time 
job and a family so my time is limited. I used to have a traffic camera fitted on my bike - I will 
get this working again as it will pick up footage of HGVs every time I'm out. If more hard 
evidence would help the campaign, I'll provide whatever I catch on camera. 
 
 
58.  
 
‘We have two small children that use the nursery and school. There has been far too many 
occasions to mention that I have feared for my children and my own life walking on our 
pavements or cycling in and out of the village. Cars and lorries pass me on my bike less than 
the half a car rule, and I have had many periods that I have stopped cycling after close 
incidents. I dislike my son cycling to school because of the traffic, but do so out occasionally 
to keep him healthy and happy. I had a particularly bad day recently when he fell into the 
road because of a narrow path into on coming traffic. Thank fully not harmed  this time.  
 
A slower speed limit, traffic calming measures, wider paths and a cycle lane would improve 
the situation enormously.’ 
 
 
59.  
 
There are various measures to reduce the dangerous and nuisances of HGVs into the 
village. I think there are a few changes which could be implemented immediately at very low 
cost. 
1. The 20s Plenty campaign with residents driving at 20mph would slow the traffic. The 
parish council should pass the restriction. 
2. The resighting of ‘not suitable for HGVs’ signs should be done immediately. 
3. The inspection and application for a weight limit should be the next priority, these first 
three steps could be done for under #2,000 and would effect many residents directly and 
most residents indirectly e.g households including children. 
4. There should be a redesign of the Mill Rd/High Street junction. 
5. There should be an investigation of a bypass to eliminate any ned for HGV traffic going 
from A11 to Fulbourn through Wilbraham. 
6. Cycle paths are needed to connect to Quy, Bottisham and Fulbourn. 
7. If the 20s Plenty scheme does not slow traffic sufficiently, the traffic calming measures 
should be considered. 



8. The ongoing problem with flooding should be tackled with the installation of large storm 
sewer drains. These involve taking the bureaucracy of the various levels of government and 
also accounts of finance and will take considerable time and effort to achieve we should 
make a start. 
Damage I assume the vibrations, noise and pollution caused by HGV’s are hazards to our 
property and our health, safety as well as too roads. 
The potential for road accidents is dangerous to all who live here, and particularly the 
children attending school and the playground. 
 
 
60.  
 

1. When a HGV goes past our house it seems as though the light has gone out as the 
rooms darken. 

2. The noise prevents conversation & interaction with others walking outside ( so 
important for mental well being.) 

3. A sewer was broken because of HGV’s travelling past. 
4. The roads are too narrow for a school bus and HGV’s to pass together. 
5. Farm vehicles are acceptable because we live in a rural area, HGV’s are not 

designed for narrow village roads. 
6. HGV’s pass perilously close to children walking to/from school, the nursery, the 

playground & recreation ground. 
 
 
 
61.  
 
Thank you for my copy of the TWG residents survey. 
 
I agree that there is a widespread perception among the residents of Great Wilbraham that 
there are large numbers of vehicles that exceed the 30 MPH speed limit in the village. 
 
One action you might like to consider is to reform the village Community Speed Watch. 
 
It would allow the TWG to look at specific locations of concern, some of which are not 
suitable for the village Speed Awareness Device due to the lack of an available lamp post 
mast.  
 
In addition, it would provide information on the speed of different vehicle types which is 
something the SAD cannot do. 
 
Further to that, the CPW program has been set up as the usual response from the police to 
complaints of speeding, so it's an important first step if you want the police to take any 
action. 
 
An active community speed watch would also support the existing work of the village Speed 
Awareness Team and I'm sure that the formation of a village CPW would be supported by 
the Parish Council. 
 
  



Community speed watch 
 

 
A Community Speed Watch scheme allow volunteers to monitor the speed of passing 
vehicles using a speed detection device. 
The volunteers record the details of vehicles which are exceeding the speed limit. These 
details are passed to the Police, who will issue a letter to the vehicle owner, advising them of 
the dangers of speeding, and reminding them of the law. If three letters are issued to the 
same vehicle owner, the Police carry out further investigation. 
Effectiveness 
As Community Speed Watch volunteers are highly visible and make use of a speed 
detection device, it is usually clear to vehicle drivers their speed is being monitored. This 
may be enough for many motorists to slow down. Some motorists may mistake the 
volunteers for police officers. 
The ‘community’ element of Community Speed Watch could have a more positive effect on 
some vehicle driver’s attitudes compared to engineering schemes. 
Community Speed Watch may only reduce vehicle speeds when the volunteers are present 
at the road side. However, there should be a significant effect on vehicle drivers who receive 
letters as a result of exceeding the speed limit. Other drivers may continue to reduce their 
speeds at all times, as they might expect Speed Watch to return to the same place, or 
appear in another area. 
 
Advantages of community speed watch 

• Volunteer run 
• Equipment and training provided by Cambridgeshire Constabulary 
• Community engagement in speeding issues is a different way of changing driver 

behaviour 
 
Disadvantages of community speed watch 

• Drivers can’t be fined if they are recorded exceeding the speed limit 
• Drivers may be aware the Community Speed Watch groups can’t issue fines, and will 

continue to exceed the speed limit 
• Requires willing community volunteers to offer their time 

 
Restrictions 

• Volunteers must only operate at sites approved by the Police 
• Volunteers can only operate in daylight hours 

 
Cost of equipment 
Equipment = £3,000 - £5,000 
 



More information from the Police 
You can get more information on Community Speedwatch on the Cambridgeshire 
Constabulary Speedwatch website. 
 
 
62.  
 
* Too early in morning 5am. 
-45mph fully loaded ? 
 
*- speed vans HGVS dangerous getting out of the drive. 
20 mph early & onwards 
 
 
63.  
 
I FEEL THE HGV’S TRAVELLING THROUGH OUT TWO VILLAGES ARE TOO LARGE, 
TOO NOISEY AND TOO FAST. 
I AM WOKEN MOST MORNINGS BY THEIR EARLY PASSING MY FLAT AND IT IS 
HAVING AN EFFECT ON MY WELL BEING AS I OFTEN WORK AT NIGHT. 
THE SPEED AS THEY APPROACH THE CORNER BY THE CHURCH IS TOO MUCH AND 
IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR THEM TO NEGOTIATE THE CORNER WITHOUT CROSSING 
ONTO THE WRONG SIDE OF THE ROAD. 
ONE DAY A FATAL ACCIDENT WILL HAPPEN. 
THE SCHOOL CROSSING IS VERY DANGEROUS AND I HAVE WITNESSED 
NUMEROUS OCCASIONS WHEN OUR CHILDRENS LIVES ARE PUT AT WRISK BY 
HGV’S OGNORING SAFE ROAD MANNERS. 
I HAVE NEVER BEEN GIVEN THE OPERTUNITY TO OBJECT TO ANY DEVELOPMENT 
IN FULBOURN WHICH HAS RESULTED IN THE MASSIVE INCREASE IN HGV’S OVER 
THE PAST FEW YEARS. 
THE ROADS ARE TOO NARROW AND BENDY AND THE DAMAGE TO OUR VERGES 
AND PRIVATE PROPERTY IS UNACCEPTABLE. 
I DO NOT THINK THEY CAN HAVE BEEN INSPECTED AND PASSED SUITABLE FOR 44 
TONNE HGV’S AS WE HAVE BEEN TOLD. 
SOMETHING NEEDS TO BE DONE TO PROTECT OUR VILLAGE. 
SIGNED  
LEWIS BURTON 
 
 
64.  
 
Our villages roads are just not wide enough or strong enough for the 40ton HGVs that use 
our village as a rat run on a daily basis they just don’t care about car users cyclists or 
pedestrians 
My wife had an incident last year on the sharp corner of high street /church street a HGV 
came round the corner on the wrong side of the road forcing her to stop she shook her head 
in disgust the driver shouted at my wife from his cab asking her what her problem was she 
could not move as he had her penned in he held all the traffic up then roared off. They show 
no respect to the village they roar through the village in the middle of the night empty rattling 
and banging its no fun for people that live on the main road. It’s not just LGVs that are the 
problem a local delivery company there vans just have no sense of safety they speed 
through the village nothing gets in their way. Through experience I don’t think speed ramps 
will work as the rubberised bolt down ramps can be ridden over by larger vehicles i.e. vans, 
LGVs at speed a full width asphalt speed hump slows everything down but you have to think 

http://speedwatch.info/
http://speedwatch.info/


were they are located as there would be a noise issue when the lorries go over them the 
most successful thing proves to be traffic calming build outs supported by a 20MPH speed 
limit. The traffic calming outside the school needs to be turned in to a pedestrian crossing as 
the children and parents think it is a crossing but that’s not the case. 
 
 
65.  
 
Pedestrian crossing needed by the school and First Step Nursery. 
Speed bumps required down Church Street. 
Speeding signs needed by nursery/Church Street as lots of delivery drivers speed along 
there. 
Lorries go over into the road on corner from High Street to Church Street. 
20mph speed limit required through village and in Little Wilbraham. 
 
 
66.  
 
Road calming where the path is narrow, making it slower-maybe outside Ian Cummings. 
The path is so narrow there you have to walk single file, so not really able to hold your child’s 
hand there. 
Road bumps that go right across the road, rather than the smaller ones each side. As lorries 
and buses are not affected by these and can still travel at speed. 
Maybe a zebra crossing from Toft Lane across to park, making it safer for children and all 
traffic more mindful. 
Maybe contact the two main companies these lorries go to, Camgrain & S&B Herba. And 
request their lorries do not use our little village, but the main roads that lead to their 
businesses. 
20mph in a small village would also be a good idea, if sometimes we could get cameras to 
record speeds. I have lived here 10 years and only seen these a small handful of times. 
 
 
67.  
 
I walk with a walker and find crossing Church Street hazardous because of the large lorries 
also cars. 
I look one way & by the time I have looked the other I don’t have time to cross safely. 
The two bridges (one on the road to Fulbourn) and one across the river (on the road to Little 
Wilbraham) must be at risk and not able to take the weight? 
We need some form of speed limit & traffic calming measures. 
Thank you  
 
 
68.  
 
School run in the mornings doesn’t feel safe cars & lorries drive through at high speeds than 
30 limit and don’t take into consideration the school crossing at times. 
I have taken to walking across the rec to avoid the footpath along the main road to avoid 
being near the heavy & fast traffic. 
A proper crossing would be better than the current set up which still gives right of way to 
traffic over pedestrians. 
Both ends of the village need traffic calming. Especially Station Road coming from Fulbourn. 



I have witnessed near misses where cars driving into the village DO NOT slow down before 
entering the village and then don’t give right of way to cars leaving the village. 
They don’t slow down to avoid having to give right of way by pulling in behind the parked 
cars. 
I don’t feel safe putting my children in the car unless the road is completely clear but the 
volume of traffic at times and the lorries that thunder through make it very difficult. 
I live in the centre of the village & I am home all day. There is no end to lorries going through 
our small village, from early morning into the evening. 
We are not a direct route anywhere, so I don’t understand why the volume is so high. 
What need do car transporters have for using this route. 
 
 
69.  
 
I feel very strongly that there should be a 20 mph speed limit in the village. 
 
HGVs cause damage to the verges and should be banned, certainly during the day, 
preferably all the time. With the A11 and A14 so near, there should be no need for them to 
come through the village. 
 
There should be more traffic calming, especially opposite the children’s swings. 
 
 
70.  
 
Lorries are very large and go too fast, and consequently put villagers at risk of injury, 
especially in areas where foothpaths and pavements are narrow, or not there at all.  
 
I would welcome a 20mph speed limit throughout the village 
 
I think the speed monitoring infrastructure is very useful and should be permanently 
installed  
 
I think a 7am to 7pm ban on hgvs would be excellent 
 
 
71.  
 
I have been asked by the Great wilbraham transport working group  to raise my concerns 
through this format regarding the hgvs that frequently come through the village.  
The hgvs use the village as a short cut to and from the A roads which impacts the village 
greatly with the increase of traffic. The hgvs thunder through the village  all hours through 
the night disrupting residents on the high street. Not only is it a risk for the children at the 
school and nursery or children using the park as these vehicles speed through the village,  it 
is also unsafe due to double parking making it increasingly difficult to pass with a lorry 
coming through the narrow lanes. 
I would like to back the 20mph speed limit campaign, particularly church street/ high street 
would benefit from this making it safer in the village. 
 
 
72.  
Far too many lorries going through the village at a ridiculous speed especially past the 
playground. 



 
We live up Toft lane and my children often run ahead down the Lane. I have to make sure 
they stop before the end and lorries often go into the hedge at the bottom to make room for 
another Lorry coming towards them. It’s a danger and only a matter of time before a young 
life is lost by the amount of HGVs coming through the village. 
 
 
73.  
 
we support your efforts to identify ways of reducing the impact of HGVs in the village 
including the roads and verges into and between the two Wilbrahams. 
 
A reduction to a 20 mph speed limit might help by reducing risks to and from other road 
users. But it would have to be enforceable and enforced to be of any use; 
 
therefore speed calming measures would be more likely to be effective; 
 
very little enforcement takes place these days. 
 
Some routes, as they are, are clearly not suited to heavy goods vehicular traffic; 
 
for instance the triangle at the Mill Road - High Street Junction is being worn away; 
 
there is nothing to prevent HGVs mounting the kerbs at this junction and on the opposite 
side of High St; 
 
some local heavy traffic treats this junction with respect;  
 
others without local knowledge or respect for the situation drive over what ever it takes to get 
from A to B in the shortest time. 
 
I have heard it said that a reason given against a potential cycle route from Gt Wilbraham to 
Fulbourn is that it would be too dangerous for cyclists - as if the status quo isn’t a dangerous 
one (and inherently more so than if a cycle route was provided). If it is true that such a 
reason was given, by those in authority, the question to the authorities might be - “how do 
you intend to reduce the risk faced by cyclists along this road?” 
 
 
74.  
 
Lisa and Tim very kindly came to see me last week and dropped off another copy of the 
survey sheet, and I just saw Fiona's post (well done for chasing up people like me). 
  
We are lucky in Toft Lane as it's a no through road and off the main road, so I have not 
suffered any vehicle or house damage from HGVs. We do get the occasional idiot trying to 
drive down the field in winter when it's an unpassable bog, but that's another story. 
  
However I am concerned about both speeding vehicles in general and the HGVs which 
definitely seem to be on the increase. The 'no HGV' sign at the Rectory Road junction seems 
to be totally ignored, and I am worried about the pollution and damage to the roads and 
verges.  I used to walk and cycle to both Fulbourn and Bottisham, but after several close 
encounters (the record I think was nearly being pushed off the road 3 times by HGVs in one 
journey plus one tractor), I have stopped trying to cycle - I just don't feel safe. I do 



sometimes walk to Fulbourn on the road and back over the fields, but I have had to quickly 
dive onto the verge quite frequently to avoid being run over.  
I appreciate the traffic for the Camgrain silo, the S&B Herba mill and Queens Farm (car 
transporters???? REALLY????) has to reach those destinations somehow - and if they 
cannot come through the Wilbrahams they will do the same amount of damage on the 
equally unsuitable roads in Fulbourn. However I am pretty sure Great Wilbraham is now 
being used as a 'rat run' between the A14/A1303 and the A11. Last week I saw a large 
prison lorry going past our church. I cannot for the life of me think of any reason for it to be 
here other than that! 
  
I would support a 20mph speed limit and traffic calming if these were proposed formally. I 
also think a pedestrian crossing outside the school is an essential before a child is injured or 
(God forbid) killed. So many people seem to think they can cross there anyway without 
waiting for vehicles to give way to them (fat chance with some of the inconsiderate drivers I 
see).   
  
I could say a lot more but forgive me, I'm dealing with a family bereavement and imminent 
twins grandchildren arrival, so I'm going to leave it there as I'm very short of time. Last 
January Martin Gienke asked me to forward some comments from the FB Community page 
to take to your group, and I've found the email I sent to him, which I'm attaching here. It may 
have some comments (by me and by others) which are of interest. 
  
Thank you for all your hard work as a group. 
 
 
75.  
 
We have lived in the Great Wilbraham for over 11 years now and it`s clear that during that 
time the number of HGVs using the village as a cut through has increased.  
 
As residents we are concerned about several issues, not least the pollution aspect but also 
the safety of pedestrians. Our grandchild (15 months) is pushed around the village in a 
pushchair but the close proximity of the HGVs is a major concern and frightens him. We 
have a dog too, who is also terrified of the large vehicles. 
 
I realise access to the industrial complexes in Fulbourn is necessary but time restrictions on 
the access should be considered. I don`t think the speed is a problem with the HGVs, this is 
more an issue with private vehicles and a 20mph speed limit should be seriously considered. 
I do think that HGVs should not be permitted to pass the school during drop off and pick up 
times. 
 
Traffic calming would become a bit of an eyesore within the village, but measures should be 
considered on the edge of the village on all access roads, similar to Fulbourn. Alternative 
routes are not really an option or economically viable. It would just push the problem to 
Fulbourn itself. It would be interesting to see how many of the HGVs are just using the 
village as a short cut between the A14 and A11. Cut through traffic should be completely 
eliminated. Perhaps consideration to using ANPR and checking this with the local 
businesses is an option? 
 
Thanks for your and the teams input. 
 
 
  



76.  
 
I am writing to set out my concerns with regards the HGV traffic through Great Wilbraham 
village. 
 
1. The roads through the village, particularly at the narrow points on Church Street, are not 
wide enough to accommodate a car and HGV passing. Often, the HGVs drive over the 
central line of the road on to the side of the opposing traffic. This is both dangerous to all 
road users, including cars and bicycles, together with a potential threat to pedestrians. 
 
2. In light of the nature of the roads through the village, a 30 mph speed limit does not 
appear appropriate. The HGVs struggle to navigate the bends and remain within the 
boundaries of their road lane, hence a speed of 30 mph further enhances the impact of 
these conditions. 
 
3. The height of the HGVs and the speed at which they travel causes damage to the trees 
and hedges at the side of the road. Not only does this damage the trees/plants, it also leaves 
debris in the road which can be a potential hazard to road users. 
 
4. The roads in the village were not designed to accommodate HGV traffic. The pavements 
are narrow and hence pedestrians experience vehicles travelling at speeds at very close 
proximity. Not only is this unpleasant, it also provides a high exposure to emissions.  
 
I strongly believe that the level of HGV traffic through the village should at the very least be 
limited by speeds of no more than 20 mph, if not managed and reduced. 
 
 
77.  
 
Firstly, I think it is great that finally a group has been set-up to help try and sort the issues we 
have in our beautiful village with HGV's, so thank you to all involved. 
 
13 years ago I moved my family to this lovely village - I told my husband, who is from 
London, how safe and quiet it is and the perfect place it will be to raise our then 9 month old 
son.   
 
On the whole, it is living up to our expectations - EXCEPT the ever increasing amount of 
lorries coming through. 
 
Recently I was out for a walk with our family dog, and as we approached the bottom of Mill 
Road a HGV had to stopped for traffic to clear before it could turn right into Mill Road.  As he 
lifted off the brakes, the noise completely scared the life out of my dog and myself and 
covered us in dust and grit! 
 
I collect my son from school in Fulbourn 4pm every weekday, yesterday, Thursday 17th 
June, I had to pull over for two HGV's within the short 5 minute journey that were heading in 
the direction of Gt Wilbraham. 
 
As we left school, yet another was heading towards the village, 3 in the space of such a 
short-time.   
 
Our son would like to start cycling to and from school as he is now 13, but as a mother I feel 
sad that I am too scared to allow him to do this due to the amount of lorries and the size of 



them.  This shouldn't be the case, our children should be encouraged to be out on bikes, 
getting fresh air and exercise. 
 
I worry what it is doing to the environment within our VILLAGE, our roads are old, the pot 
holes being caused is dreadful.  Plus, it's the Council Tax residents have to pay for and we 
don't want these large lorries coming though. 
 
I believe a pedestrian crossing by the school is a must, plus the nursery needs to have 
something to keep our young people safe. 
 
Keep up the good work in helping our village. 
 
 
78.  
 
I believe a crossing outside the school would improve the safety for children arriving at and 
leaving school, especially for children in higher years who may be walking home without a 
parent. The amount of vehicles can make it difficult to cross the road from the end of Toft 
way opposite the park. A number of people coming from that area or the nursery frequently 
cross at this point. The pavements, especially on the section between the park and church, 
are very narrow and large vehicles or those travelling fast make it feel unsafe. We would 
support a 20mph speed limit.  
 
 
 
REQUEST TO DELETE THIS E-MAIL IF CIRCULATING OUTSIDE TWG 
 
79. aaaaaaa 
 
 
80.  
 
We are always going to have some HGV movements through the village (we are doing a 
renovation at the moment so are responsible for a few!) however the continuous passage of 
HGVs to the Mill at Fulbourn and elsewhere is a constant danger to other users vehicles and 
pedestrians. The corner at the junction of the Mill Road and the High Street is a particular 
worry as it is so narrow (and often flooded in winter). There must be a solution perhaps 
around the timing of HGV movements which would help to reduce the danger and damage. 
 
I would strongly support a 20mph limit throughout the village but especially on Church Street 
and Angle End where cars are parked and there are many pedestrians including children. 
 
I will move to GW next year but currently live in Balsham. There we have recently had an 
electronic speed warning signs put up at the entrances to the village and traffic calming 
measures put around the school - there is no reason why the same can’t be installed in 
Great Wilbraham. 
 
I very much hope the village will get behind the campaign. 
 
 
81.  
 
Frequency and personal experience: 



 
I haven't been keeping notes or anything formal but anecdotally there has been a significant 
rise in the amount of what i assume are lorries and/or trucks over the last 9 months or so. 
 
I work unusual hours and tend to be up very early (4am onwards) , during these early hours 
the increase hasn't been as severe, maybe a 50% jump. 
 
The larger increase has been during working hours. 
 
While some of this might normally be down to me being at home more often due to the 
pandemic, in my case that is less of a factor as i was working from home prior to the COVID 
outbreak. 
 
I'd like to re-iterate that this us purely anecdotal and is based mostly on the sound of the 
trucks passing (as I'm not looking out of the window all day), there might be more vehicles 
that are quieter. 
 
--- 
Notes: 
 
My profession is technical in nature and I'm including my notes on possible causes and 
mitigations, but these are all opinion based on experience and not actual scientific study of 
this specific problem. 
 
 
I doubt lorries would be targeting a village for traffic for fun so I'm assuming something would 
be directing the increase in traffic, my best guess would be some change in the GPS 
recommendations for travel times through this area. 
 
These pathfinding algorithms can get fairly complicated but in general they take into account 
the actual distance travelled, the actual travel time experienced by all of the vehicles using 
each segment of a route as well as the time of day that journey occurred. 
 
This happens both on historical data and in real time, depending on the GPS/pathfinding 
service used. 
 
For instance, google own both google maps and waze so they have all of the real-time data 
of any vehicle utilising either of those apps as well as the historical journey information. 
 
Best guess is that something has altered the flow of traffic in Cambridge as a whole and that 
has caused the pathfinding algorithms to consider the route through the village to be better 
choice than whatever was the previous best option. 
 
Sometimes this is temporary, until whatever obstruction or change has happened reverts to 
the state it was in before and it might be in this case, but it has been an unusually long 
period of change so you can't necessarily rely on the this as a solution. 
 
Possible causes of this could be: 
- Roadworks in general, there has been quite a bit of work during the lockdown. 
- Mill road closure, while it's quite a distance from here it will certainly have had an overall 
effect on the traffic flow radiating out from the location and could easily cause a change in 
recommended routing. 
- Updated mapping/routing , it is possible that new data on routes and traffic has genuinely 
marked this route as better in more cases than before. 
 



It's not an exhaustive list by any means, but these are the sorts of factors that can affect the 
routing algorithms. 
 
While a drop from 30 to 20 mph might slow traffic down (assuming it was adhered to) the 
distance across the village is so small that the 10mph drop is unlikely to make the route 
significantly less attractive from an algorithmic point of view ( i could be wrong though ) 
 
If (and it's a big if) a routing algorithm change has caused this and it's from something 
permanent then the increase is probably here to stay. 
 
You might be able to get information from the council about traffic such as: 
- Roadworks location and duration 
- Any traffic flow data the council has 
- Those things that look like 2 black wires across the road measure traffic flow i believe but 
i'm not sure if they measure the "type" of traffic. 
- Rarely, traffic studies by private companies are made public, its unlikely to be useful but 
worth a look if you can find any. 
 
That being said, even knowing this is unlikely to help if the issue is an algorithm change 
triggered by something permanent. 
 
--- 
 
I'm guessing that physical mitigation solutions are almost certainly going to require council 
approval. 
 
Physical barriers (entry "gates" that block on either height or width) might work, as i said i 
have no experience dealing with these kinds of things, but I'd be surprised if the council 
didn't have ultimate say in these matters. 
 
In addition, assuming it was possible to physically block them from passing through, that 
would perhaps cause problems with the surrounding villages who would then have to deal 
with the re-directed traffic. 
Again, this is conjecture at best, i have no idea of the actual politics involved. 
 
If you need any clarification on how the technical side of the GPS apps work WRT routing, 
feel free to ask but i can't see an obvious technical solution to this. 
 
 
82.  
 
We are aware of the village concerns relating to HGVS and wish to add our voice  
Objecting to how the situation has become so dangerous recently. 
Our family farmed land adjacent to this bridge for 76 Happy years between 1930- 
2006 .We lived at 77 High Street and were never told about any Fulbourn  
developments that would increase the HGV traffic wilbraham. 
The only time we recall any interest shown by the authorities in the disused bridge 
Was 1978 when surplus soil was dumped from the new A11 between the A14 and  
Six mile Bottom and partly filling the cuttings. 
Prior to that the bridge provided cover for Chaff storage for the gamekeeper Johnny  
Franklin to feed his among other things. 
The bridge deck is still in place and can only be unsafe for a 44 tonne waggon let 
alone two passing making 88 tonne in total. 
We are also aware that school buses use Mill Road . 



The cover up of the bridge was only completed recently and the PC never informed  
the village this was to happen . 
Please add this to your records. 
WE APPLAUD YOUR EFFORTS. 
 
 
83.  
 
Speeding by all vehicles-cars, motorbikes-lorries is a concern for pedestrians mainly children 
but also myself and my cat. ( I wish she didn’t venture over the road to the forest) It 
WORRIES me! 
Cars/drivers don’t seem to care!! 
Better traffic calming is required not just by the school but from Little Wilbraham all the way 
along the Lanes past the school and through the village. Speed Bumps!! 
Pot holes are an issue, thankfully I haven’t had any issue with my car as I seem to avoid 
them with great care! On the corner of Little Wilbraham been fixed now though. 
Lorrys/trucks seem to make the most damage and putting in traffic calming gates so only 
cars + vans can squeeze through would be an advantage to all in the village. 
But! Trucks need access to Fulbourn and the only way to stop this is to stop buying 
food/grain the factory/store provides and close it. Losing jobs ect. Think there’s enough job 
losses at the moment. 
20mph won’t make a difference its 30 out there now and cars still speed through!! 
 
*GET TRAFFIC CALMING SPEED BUMPS IN!* 
 
 
84.  
 

1. VOLUME OF HGV’S IS A CONCERN – AN ALTERNATIVE ROUTE WOULD BE 
IDEAL ( WITH A BAN ON HGV ). 

2. 20MPH SPEED LIMIT WOULD BE AN IMPROVEMENT, FOR ALL TRAFFIC. 
3. CAN’T OPEN WINDOWS IN SUMMER BECAUSE OF NOISE. 

 
 
85. 
 
Yes we would support a 20mph speed limit. We feel the village needs traffic calming Church 
St / High St / Station Road / Frog End. Why can't there be a weight limit on the Lt Wilbraham 
bridge and also the bridge on the way to Fulbourn near Cornwells. The roads are in a terrible 
condition due to the heavy lorries. The speed of the traffic is terrible and something needs to 
be done before something terrible happens. They do not take any notice of the speed 
monitor. They ignore the signs into the village not suitable for HGVs. 
 
 
 
 
The following comments are taken from the written notes made by Group Members 
calling at Residents' doors.   
 
86. 
 
" We had a car written off a year ago when a hit and run driver drove into the car at speed" 
 



87. 
 
"We live in Station Road, Great Wilbraham and for years have been concerned about the 
speed of vehicles and the route used daily ( and during the night) by HGV drivers. The noise 
early morning by empty HGV's rattling past our houses is extremely annoying. 
 
Wing mirrors." 
 
88. 
 
" Volume of hgv’s is a concern – an alternative route would be ideal ( with a ban on hgv." 
 
89. 
 
"Roads through village are not safe.  Traffic is too fast for safety." 
 
90. 
 
"Strongly support TWG and a 20mph limit.  
Traffic calming but no more street furniture; it destroys village ambiance." 
 
91. 
 
" Motor bikes in Angle End are noisy and travel too fast.  
Even get HGVs in Angle End.  Hopeless." 
 
92. 
 
" Cycling very dangerous, even in village, but impossible towards  Fulbourn."  
 
93. 
 
"Commercial vehicles lack discipline and do not give way." 
 
94. 
 
"I would welcome a village-wide 20 mph speed limit and any other suitable traffic calming 
measures." 
 
95. 
 
"Inconsiderate driving by commercial vehicles." 
 
96. 
 
"There is not enough room on roads for HGVs to pass." 
 
97. 
 
"Speed bumps might discourage trucks." 
 
98.   
 
" More crossings. 
Supports one way system in Angle End. 



More MVAS cameras." 
 
99. 
 
"Can we approach companies to get them to slow down?" 
 
110. 
 
"Make Angle End one way." 
 
111. 
 
" What about entrance gates to the village?" 
 
102. 
 
"In favour of weight restrictions on lorries. Road widths are too small. Angle End to be one 
way. 
More MVA cameras." 
 
103. 
 
" School run is dangerous for cyclists and walkers. 
 No proper pavements." 
 
104. 
 
" The main concern being SAFETY. Restricting or re-routing of vans and lorries must be 
seen as a priority for all concerned." 
 
105. 
 
" The school 'walk-over' is all wrong. Children do not know if they have right of way." 
 
106. 
 
"Improve crossing at school; it is confusing and no-one knows who has right of way." 
 
107. 
 
"Pollution.  Unsafe for 44tonne wagons. 
 
108. 
 
"Bridges unsafe for HGVs" 
 
109. 
 
" I live at the top of Church Street. HGVs / large vans regularly mount the pavement on the 
corner to round & to avoid oncoming traffic." 
 
110. 
 
"Biggest concern is the road to Fulbourn and drivers on Church Close!" 
 



111. 
 
" Satnavs are the problem. Too many people parking in the road." 
 
112. 
 
"I worry a lot about the traffic coming through the village. Most vehicles seem to be going 
over the 30mph speed limit, including lorries which, one day, I’m sure will cause an 
accident." 
 
113. 
 
"Time something was done.  Can we stop these heavy lorries coming through village?" 
 
114. 
 
Traffic too heavy for bridges and drains." 
 
115. 
 
" Even in Ratfords Yard can hear lorries in the middle of the night." 
 
116. 
 
"I want to encourage safe driving but also want to attract business for the shop. I think one 
way would be useful [in Angle End]."   
 
 
 
The following is the text of an e-mail sent to the Chairman of GWPC and TWG on 9 
July by Eleanor Laws, Chair, Great Wilbraham PTFA 
 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Great Wilbraham Parent, Teacher and Friends Association 
(PTFA) to offer our wholehearted support to the measures being proposed to reduce 
speeding within the village, in particular the installation of a zebra crossing outside the 
school and the introduction of a 20mph speeding limit. 
 
Everyday a significant number of the school's children use the crossing outside of the 
school. This crossing is ambiguous, with both pedestrians and drivers uncertain as to who 
has the priority. Due to poor signage and inadequate marking, drivers often contribute to the 
confusion by stopping to give vehicles coming into the village priority (rather than the other 
way round as the signs indicate). Many drivers also stop to let children, sometimes without 
adults, to cross. However, this sometimes means drivers coming into the village take the 
opportunity to 'dive through’, against the priority. 
 
Coupled with this there are many other issues along the main road in Great Wilbraham, 
including the inadequate or absent pavements, the lack of pedestrian crossings, the 
overhanging of hedges, parked cars that force vehicles to drive into the oncoming lane, the 
narrow carriageways and sharp bends. All these combine to create a situation where there 
are significant risks to cyclists and pedestrians in particular. 
 
Ideally, we would like the Parish Council to address all of the contributing factors cited 
above. However, the reduction of the current speeding limit to 20mph through the village 



combined with a zebra crossing outside of the school would be a significant first step. These 
two measures would have a significant and beneficial effect on the mindset of all motorists 
driving through the village, but particularly those driving very large, long and heavy vehicles. 
 
With many thanks for your consideration, 
 
  
 
 


