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Public Service Contact Details 

Emergency Police, Fire or Ambulance     999 

Community Support Officer PCSO Julie Hajredini 101 ext. 7113441 
 

The Surgery, Bottisham 

Mon-Fri: 08:30 am to 6.00 pm 

Enquiries/Appointments :  810030 

 

Fulbourn Health Centre 

Mon-Fri: 08:30 am to 6.00 pm 

Enquiries/Appointments :  880216 

Out-of-hours / Urgent Care 

Cambridgeshire 
NHS Direct                        111 

  
 

Anglican Church Rev Alice Goodman 880337 

Lay Minister: Steve Mashford, 882163 

Baptist Church  

www.re-new.me.uk  

info@re-new.me.uk 

Peter Wells, 812388, 

pandawells@cheerful.com   

Rev Keith Morrison, 813055 

Rev Alan Brand, 812558 

Great Wilbraham Parish Council 

Chairman Stephen Bartlett  881096       

chairGW@wilbrahams.co.uk 

Clerk Natalie Mulvey   07887813702 

clerkGW@wilbrahams.co.uk 

Little Wilbraham & Six Mile Bottom Parish Council 

Chairman Dave Humphrey 07775 764 988 

chairLW@wilbrahams.co.uk 

Clerk Hayley Livermore 07725080631 

clerkLW@wilbrahams.co.uk 
 

County Councillor Claire Daunton 07905473395 

Claire.daunton@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 

District Councillors Claire Daunton 07905473395 

Cllr.Daunton@scambs.gov.uk 

Graham Cone 07595361285 

grahamcone@aol.com 

John Williams 01223 880940 

john.williams@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 

MP Lucy Frazer lucy.frazer.mp@parliament.uk 

 

Printed by Burwell Community Print Centre 

http://www.re-new.me.uk/
mailto:info@re-new.me.uk
mailto:pandawells@cheerful.com
mailto:chairGW@wilbrahams.co.uk
mailto:Cllr.Daunton@scambs.gov.uk
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Editorial 

Welcome to the Summer edition of the Warbler.   With further easing of 

lockdown measures imminent, it seems that we may be emerging from the Covid-

19 pandemic, according to the Covid Support Group.   The UK as a whole is in a 

relatively good position thanks to this long period of lockdown and the successful 

vaccination programme.   Praise goes to all the volunteers that have helped over 

the last year and you can also find out what their long term plans are.   The 

Bottisham patients group article gives the latest update on vaccinations. please 

continue to heed their advice Hands, Face, Space and Fresh Air.   And Hugging? 

This year’s LW litter pick, seems to have been not only interesting but dangerous, 

‘given the number of alcoholic containers found, drinking and driving seems to be 

the norm rather than the exception’.   Added to that, one of the volunteers had an 

apple core thrown at them by a passing car.    Great Wilbraham was well litter 

picked, but the following morning there were at least ten new pieces of litter on 

the Recreation Ground. 

Recently there have been flooding and smells in Little Wilbraham and causes are 

explained.   Hopefully the problems are now solved.  

In our Spring edition, we featured letters and an article about Heavy Goods 

Vehicles in the villages.   Great Wilbraham Parish council discussed the problems 

at the January meeting and at their March meeting agreed to support the formation 

of a Transport Working Group to look more deeply at the problems.  

There is also an article about clearing Glebe land on Toft Way, which comprises 

of a paddock, wooded area and allotments.   Together they form part of the 

Diocese’s “glebe holdings” and in ‘from St Nicholas’ our vicar, Alice Goodman, 

goes on to explain things in greater detail. 

Following on from last year’s event this year’s Wilbrahams’ and Six Mile Bottom 

Vegetable, Flower and Produce Show 2021 will be a table-top event.   It will 

feature seven categories and the Photography section features a further five.   

When the cups and trophies are handed out there will also be an auction of a 

painting by Ian McManus.   To find out more you will have to read the article 

We have the reports from the parish council and local councillors. 

We very much value our deliverers of the Warbler.   Rich Andrews was editor of 

the Warbler before we took on the role.  After that he and his family faithfully 

delivered the Warbler along High Street for many years, with his children also 

racing along the street to push the magazines through letter boxes.   Many thanks 

and best wishes in their new location. 

If you have anything you want to say then please get in touch with us.   Letters, 

articles or picture are all acceptable, whether by post or email to one of us. 

Our contact details are listed towards the back of this issue. 

John Torode 
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Letters 
Dear Editors 

TRANSPORT WORKING GROUP 

We are delighted that the Parish Council has agreed to the formation of a Working 

Group to look at the problems caused by Heavy Goods Vehicles driving through 

the village.   Everyone living in Great Wilbraham will have received a letter from 

us asking for their experiences, suggestions and support.   The response has been 

remarkable and we now have an enthusiastic group of people ready to begin work.   

We are keen to recruit more volunteers to widen involvement in what will truly be 

a ‘community campaign’. 

The Group will make the case for measures that will reduce the danger, damage 

and disturbance caused by vehicles whose weight and size is totally unsuitable for 

the roads through the village.   We can learn from other communities that have 

already taken action.   We will also seek voluntary commitments from hauliers 

and the companies that they serve to lessen the impact of these huge lorries on 

residents, their properties, other road users and the roads themselves.  

While there are many tasks to undertake and a long list of people and 

organisations to approach, we would still like to receive more information about 

residents' particular concerns.   We know there are many.   HGVs have been seen 

mounting pavements; we have photographs of car transporters trying to pass each 

other outside the School, a dangerous manoeuvre creating noise and pollution; 

wing mirrors being torn off cars by lorries too wide for the available space; lorries 

and transporters unable to turn at the Mill Road triangle without entering the 

wrong lane or having to reverse into the lanes of oncoming traffic.   These are just 

a few examples and, of course, there is always the issue of speed.   If anyone has 

specific concerns or examples of how their lives are impacted by these vehicles, 

we should be grateful if they would let us know.   If those concerns can be 

illustrated with photographs, that would be very helpful.   The Group can be 

reached at hgvs.wilbraham@gmail.com .  
Kind regards     Tim Page and David Richer 

  

Wilbraham Boiler Services 
Plumbing and Heating 

Gas and Oil Servicing and Breakdown 
Boiler Replacements – Landlord Certificates 

General Plumber and Heating 
30 years experience – No jobs too Small 

Mark Taylor 
Call Now : 01223 812024 or 07906 691726 

mailto:hgvs.wilbraham@gmail.com
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Dear Editors 

It is with a very heavy heart, after nearly 60 years of working as a hairdresser, I 

am finally hanging up my scissors and clippers, and have made the agonising 

decision to retire. 

I am very blessed to have had a lifelong career that I truly love and saying 

goodbye to it will leave an enormous space, which to be honest, I’m not sure if I 

will ever be able to fill. 

However, as a consequence of recent ill-health and the challenges of the covid 

pandemic, I have decided now is the right time. . .and at the end of the day I am 

75 years old!!! 

Andy’s Hair Design officially closed for business on Friday 8th April 2021. 

I am truly grateful for the many years of kindness and loyalty my customers have 

shown  me.   Many of them have become my friends and we have shared some 

good times. ..and also some sad times together.   I have some very fond memories.  

Please remember I’m only retiring as the hairdresser. . .   I will still be available 

for a coffee and a chat !! 

Thank you so much for your continued support and  I send you all my very best 

wishes. 

Andy, Andy’s Hair Design, Longmeadow. 

 

 

Hope 

Can we really see a light at the end of lockdown tunnel? 

As each day passes with fresh hope we stumble. 

We can now meet in our gardens to have a natter. 

For weeks all I’ve heard is the blackbirds’ chatter. 

It’s been announced today we can have a hug, 

So things are getting better. 

A hug – an improvement on a phone call or letter. 

Greta Rees 
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Great Wilbraham Parish Council 

Parish Councillor vacancy – Come and contribute to the life and development of 

Great Wilbraham.   The Parish Council currently has a vacancy.   Would you like 

to join us to help determine our village’s response to our rapidly changing World?   

While Parish Councillors require energy and dedication to local affairs, the task 

would only require a few hours of your time.   The Parish Council is the voice of 

the village concerning local government, the police and its views are sought on all 

issues affecting residents such as the Local Plan, environmental issues, planning 

applications, traffic management and attention to the regular tasks of village 

maintenance.   

The Parish Council consists of seven members and main meetings are generally 

every two months, with a few additional meetings as needed.   Free training is 

available. 

The Council are keen to fill the vacancy as soon as possible.   If you would like to 

learn more about the role, please contact the Clerk, Natalie Mulvey, 

clerkGW@wilbrahams.co.uk or any Councillor.   To apply you will need to 

complete an application form and submit this along with a statement of why you 

wish to be a Parish Councillor and any relevant skills and interests you possess.   

Parish Council Meetings 

Thank you to everyone who joined the Parish Council for their virtual meetings 

over the past year.   The regulations that have allowed local authorities to hold 

meetings remotely ended on 7th May 2021, therefore the Parish Council will now 

return to face-to-face meetings in the Wilbrahams’ Memorial Main Hall.   From 

17th May it will be possible to hold a meeting indoors with a maximum of 30 

people.   To support the safe return to meeting in person, risk assessments will be 

completed, and additional measures put in place. 

Gigabit – Fibre to Your House or Business 

Thanks to the huge interest in Gigabit broadband in Great Wilbraham, the scheme 

has been approved by the government!   This means that Cambridge Fibre will 

bring access to a full fibre network to the village.   Although this is exciting news, 

please be patient, this is a full infrastructure build project and will take time. 

Members would like to thank S Dhaliwal for his vision and commitment to this 

project. (see page 10) 

Parish Accounts 2020 – 2021 

The 2020/2021 accounts have been prepared and will be audited internally by 

Canalbs Ltd.   Each year, the body's annual return is audited by an auditor 

appointed by the Audit Commission.    This year it has appointed PKF Littlejohn.  

Any person interested has the right to inspect the accounts and accounting 

statements.    The documents for year ended 31st March 2021 will be available on 

reasonable notice by application to the clerk. 

mailto:clerkGW@wilbrahams.co.uk
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Local Highway Initiative Application  

Cambridgeshire County Council highways team have reviewed and scored the 

local highway improvement applications received for 2021/2022.   Sadly, the 

Great Wilbraham application did not score high enough to be considered for 

approval by the highways committee in May.   Road safety remains a key focus of 

the Parish Council and they have funds in reserve to support initiatives in 2021-

2022.    Members wish to thank Mike Smith and Alister McFarquhar for their 

commitment and work in preparing a strong application. 

Annual Parish Meeting – 22nd April 2021 

The Parish Council welcomed virtually (due to restrictions) residents to the 

Annual Parish Meeting on 22nd April 2021.   The APM is not a standard Parish 

Council meeting with all the associated procedural rules.   It is a meeting 

organised by the Parish Council to report on the progress of the Council over the 

past year, hear reports from community groups and provides a good opportunity 

for residents to raise issues of concern.   

There was a review on the progress made on topics considered at the 2019 

meeting including speeding, parking, and affordable housing.   In addition, a 

discussion was opened on the Parish Council’s communication with residents, 

overgrown trees and hedges and the Gigabit Voucher scheme. 

The Parish Council would like to thank residents who joined them.   They made it 

an interesting and informative meeting.   Reports from the community groups 

have been added to the Wilbrahams’ website. 

Road and Street Maintenance 

Please be aware that you can report problems on the highways including potholes, 

kerbs, verges, flooding, hedges and trees, public rights of way, road markings and 

signs and traffic signals on the County Council's website 

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/travel-roads-and-parking/roads-and-

pathways/roadworks-and-faults/.   You can also use the highway reporting tool to 

track progress on a fault you have already reported.   Enter the reference number 

for your fault or the location into the top right-hand box on the map to view 

updates.    Alternatively, the PC Clerk or any Councillor are very happy to be 

notified of any concerns.  

Community Support 

The Parish Council is always keen to support community activity in the village 

and is most grateful to anyone who has done things to foster community cohesion 

in the past year.   

Great Wilbraham Parish Council has money available to be awarded in grants to 

organisations for projects that will be of benefit to the residents of the Parish.   If 

you are a part of a community group or project and feel you have a funding need, 

please look at the policy, which can be found on the www.wilbrahams.co.uk site 

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/travel-roads-and-parking/roads-and-pathways/roadworks-and-faults/
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/travel-roads-and-parking/roads-and-pathways/roadworks-and-faults/
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to see if you meet the criteria to apply for a grant from the Parish Council.   If you 

have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact the Parish Clerk. 

Overgrown hedges 

The Parish Council often receives complaints about overgrown hedges obstructing 

pavements and public footpaths around the village.   These obstructions can be a 

real hazard to the partially sighted and users of wheelchairs and pushchairs. 

Please can all residents in Great Wilbraham check their hedges, trees and other 

shrubs to make sure that they are not over-grown beyond your boundary.   If your 

hedge, trees etc. are, please take the time to cut back any overhanging sections, 

which do cause obstructions for pedestrians, or visual impediments to drivers 

and/or road signs.    Thank you. 

Please check the Parish website for regular updates - www.wilbrahams.co.uk 

Clerk Great Wilbraham Parish Council 

 

Gigabit broadband for Wilbrahams 
Background: 

Around October last year work began to investigate a government scheme that 

helps rural areas like the Wilbrahams to develop infrastructure for Hyperfast 

broadband/ Gigabit broadband.   This scheme is called the Gigabit Voucher 

scheme, operated by the Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport 

(DCMS).   Gigabit is a technical term that means 1 Gigabit per second of data 

transfer.   As a comparison, the current broadband connections in Wilbrahams 

ranges from 10 to 70 Megabit per sec, which is approximately 15 times slower 

than the new Gigabit broadband.   The reason for this much-improved speed is 

due to a fibre-optic cable connecting the home or business directly to the internet 

providers.   The picture below shows the “Full-Fibre” (meaning Fibre-optic cable 

to your premises) infrastructure which is developed for Gigabit broadband. 

The current situation in 

Wilbrahams is shown in the 

picture below.   The fibre-optic 

cable comes to the BT cabinet 

and from there the copper 

telephone wire carries the 

phone and internet signal to your homes and businesses.   The copper wire is a 

physical restriction on the speed of data transfer (also referred to as internet speed/ 

broadband speed).   Fibre-optic cables are known for higher levels of reliability 

and much faster broadband speeds.  

http://www.wilbrahams.co.uk/
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What did we do? 

Since the government scheme ended on 31 March 

2021, it became apparent that the villages of Little 

and Great Wilbraham needed to move quickly so 

we would not miss out on this scheme.   

Individuals from Little and Great Wilbraham 

(Tony Stead, Alan Cody, David Lomas, Sam 

Dhaliwal) investigated options with Openreach (BT), Cambridge Fibre and one 

other company.   The parish councils were invited to a meeting with 

representatives from Cambridge Fibre (CF) to fully understand the offering and 

how best to proceed.   It was decided that a good way forward would be to 

conduct a survey of the interest in the Wilbrahams for Gigabit broadband and 

based on the results, CF would decide whether it was feasible to proceed.   The 

survey was supported by LW and GW parish councils.   Early March a survey was 

conducted, this was done by distributing leaflets to all residents and via the 

Wilbrahams website.   Several Zoom meetings were conducted with residents to 

answer questions.   The results showed an interest by 141 of the total 403 premises 

in LW and GW, which was enough for CF to accept and proceed with the 

“Gigabit project”. 

The next step was for the residents to “sign up” for the voucher via the CF and 

DCMS website.   The voucher assigned by the government is of a value of £1,500 

per home connection and £3,500 per business connection.   A total of 97 

homes/businesses signed up for the vouchers by the 31st of March which was the 

deadline set by the government.   These vouchers will fund the infrastructure build 

and the funds will be released by the government directly to CF once the 

Wilbrahams are connected with full-fibre broadband and the system has been 

tested and has gone live. 

What happens next? 

Cambridge Fibre is currently procuring all the materials and shall start laying the 

fibre-optic cable from Cambridge, towards Bottisham, Little Wilbraham and then 

Great Wilbraham.   The build is expected to start around July and expected to be 

completed by the end of this calendar year.   We expect the disruption to be 

minimal as CF will use existing ducts and poles owned by BT to lay their fibre-

optic cables.   Further updates will be provided in the Warbler, Wilbrahams 

website and Facebook. 

If there are any questions please contact Sam Dhaliwal: 01223 880382 or 

gwcouncillor@gmail.com 

Sam Dhaliwal 

 

mailto:gwcouncillor@gmail.com
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Bottisham Medical Practice 
Patients’ Participation Group 

Patient Survey:  We are very pleased to note that Bottisham Medical Practice 

came in the top 10 for the latest patient satisfaction survey from all practices in the 

Cambridge and Peterborough Clinical Commissioning Group.   

Medication, Weekends and Bank Holidays:  Please make sure you have 

adequate medication in hand to cover for these periods and to ensure that you have 

ordered well in advance to allow time to dispense. 

Dispensary: The prescription delivery service is in operation. 

Acute Prescriptions: Please wait 3 hours after a prescription that has been 

generated via a phone or video consultation before collecting it.   This will ensure 

that the prescription has been received in dispensary and dispensed.   If you 

cannot pick up your medication, please let the GP know so they can put 

arrangements in place to get your medication to you.   

Repeat Prescriptions:  Please do not attend the practice until 5 working days 

after ordering these.   Social distancing is still a challenge in the dispensary and 

there are fewer staff working in the actual dispensary because of this, which is 

why they are continuing to work to a five day turnaround time.   This also means 

that if a certain drug has to be ordered it provides time to get drug supplies in.   

Please do not ring or attend the practice to see if the prescription is ready before 

the 5 days is up. 

COVID-19 Vaccination programme – update:  

Over the last four months we have vaccinated thousands of patients and are so 

grateful to all our staff and local volunteers whose hard work, support and 

dedication has enabled us to help deliver the vaccine to our patients who are most 

at risk of Covid-19. 

The vaccine programme is now entering Phase 2 which will focus on cohorts 10 -

12 (ages 18 – 49).   Whilst we will continue to provide second doses to our 

patients who received their first dose through the practice, we have taken the 

decision to opt out of offering vaccination services for Phase 2 cohorts to enable 

us to focus on our day-to-day GP services. 

Patients in cohorts 10 – 12 (ages 18-49) will be invited for their vaccine via a text 

or letter from the National Booking Service and will be able to book an 

appointment online via nhs.uk/covidvaccination or by calling 119 at one of the 

local Vaccination Centres, which includes Newmarket Racecourse and the 

Grafton Centre. 
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Patients awaiting their second doses are asked not to contact the practice – we will 

contact you when it is the right time to book your appointment. 

Any patient in cohort 1-9 who has not yet received their vaccine can also still 

book online via nhs.uk/covidvaccination or by calling 119. 

Whether you have had the vaccine or not, please continue to follow all the 

guidance in place to control the virus and save lives.   Face, Hands, Space. 

Further information on the COVID-19 vaccination programme, including 

frequently asked questions and patient information leaflets here 

https://www.cambridgeshireandpeterboroughccg.nhs.uk/news-and-events/latest-

news/covid-19-national-vaccination-programme. 

 

Bottisham Airfield is Open 

Bottisham Airfield Museum is re-opening on 

Sundays from 23rd May until the end of October 

from 10.30am to 4pm.   Our new attractions 

include our Mustang experience where you can 

sit in a WW2 fighter aeroplane, our new 

improved coffee shop and our all new shop. 

The museum tells the personal stories of those 

involved in the airfield in an engaging way that is 

suitable for all age groups - we are also launching a treasure hunt for kids. 

Volunteers have been busy over the last few months 

(as much as COVID has allowed) improving our 

displays and making the museum a much more 

pleasant place for our visitors. 

If anyone is interested we are always looking for 

more volunteers.   At the moment we have 3 

volunteers teams - one helping meet and greet 

visitors, another helping in the coffee shop and shop 

and another one maintaining and restoring exhibits.  

Our ambition is to grow the museum and be open 

more frequently once we have grown our volunteer 

team. 

The museum can be contacted at info@bottishamairfieldmuseum.org.uk or on 

01223 813952. 

We look forwardto seeing you  Jason Webb. Bottisham Airfield Museum 

 

https://www.cambridgeshireandpeterboroughccg.nhs.uk/news-and-events/latest-news/covid-19-national-vaccination-programme
https://www.cambridgeshireandpeterboroughccg.nhs.uk/news-and-events/latest-news/covid-19-national-vaccination-programme
mailto:info@bottishamairfieldmuseum.org.uk
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Experienced tutor: 
Fully qualified former primary school        
teacher and home educator based in 
Little Wilbraham 
  Expertise in:  
       Primary  
       Key Stage 3: Maths, English, 
                               History & Geography 
        Study skills & revision techniques 

For information and to arrange a free 
meeting/consultation contact: 

Anne-Marie McCubbin BA(Hons) PGCE 
 email: 
info@wingstoflyeducation.co.uk  
 tel:       01223 811939 

 

 

Carpet Cleaning & 
Stone Floor, Upholstery, Rugs 
A few points that make us stand out, 

 

Rothwell’s has been in business since 

1993 
We’re an honest local family firm. 
Our large truck mounted machines 

mean more cleaning & drying power 
for the best results possible. 

Members of both the NCCA and TACCA. 
We will move the furniture. 

100% satisfaction or it’s FREE. 
 

Call Oliver and Max Campbell for expert 
help today. 

01223 832 928 
www.Rothwells.biz 

 

Advertise in the 

Wilbrahams’ Warbler 

4 issues per year 

Spring (March) 

Summer (June) 

August (September) 

Winter (December) 

Over 500 copies distributed to 

Great Wilbraham, Little 

Wilbraham and Six Mile Bottom 

Rates per issue 

Full page £43.00 

Half page £27.00 

Quarter page £16.00 
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Great Wilbraham CE (VC) 

Primary School 
Headteacher: Mr Richard Brown BEd (Hons) NPQH 

Another turbulent year, but one where we are trying to look forward rather 
than back and the summer looks positive.   Having had all the children return 
in March was a relief for everyone, the teachers, the families and of course the 
children who were very pleased to see each other again. 

Remote learning was tough on everyone but thanks to the families for 
supporting their children, the children for working hard and to the staff who 
were not only in every day teaching in school but also teaching remotely to 
those at home.   We are establishing key programmes to help address any 
gaps in education, but the children are producing some wonderful descriptive 
writing; a poem recently produced by a year five pupil has been selected to 
be used within a nationwide training programme.  

During Lockdown 3 we were able to still have our Spring Concert, albeit 
virtually.   Thank you to Mr Few for organising this, recording all the children 
and pasting it together to create a wonderful performance.   It is with regret 
that we are currently not planning on having a full packed school hall as an 
audience to our Key Stage two production but the show will go on! Both 
classes will still be performing and this will be available to watch online.   We 
will keep an eye on local and national advice, but we want to provide as much 
as possible for the children and as mentioned earlier, we are looking forward. 
At the time of writing we hope to offer swimming to both Key Stage Two 
classes, an adapted sports day (now rearranged for June after stage four of 
the road map) and some opportunities to do some activities we haven’t been 
able to for over a year. 

One of these activities is a whole school trip.   Whilst we would go somewhere 
at the end of year as a school or half a school, we have been advised to keep 
our classes separate as much as possible for the rest of the academic year. 
However, the week beginning 12th July, every class will be separately going 
into Cambridge to follow part of the Cows About Cambridge trail. 
https://cowsaboutcambridge.co.uk    The main attraction for us as a school is 
to see our ‘mini-moo’ that was completed last year before lockdown in March. 
‘Cowdinsky’ will be found in the window of the Cambridge Chop House 
opposite King’s College and after the trail finishes will take permanent 
residence at the school.   

In these difficult times, the PTFA have still been trying to raise much needed 
funds. With their support we were able to purchase 20 laptops.   Further very 

https://cowsaboutcambridge.co.uk/
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generous community donations added to this, with four more laptops, a 
laptop charging trolley and six iPads.   We have been able to utilise these 
across the school and the children are benefiting greatly. 

But we need your support!   We have planned extremely well for the future 
and any purchases have been long term investments.   However, our budget 
has been agreed by the Full Governing Body and we have had to make 
cutbacks.   To afford big expenses in the future will require financial support 
and fundraising.   One of the big events we hope will put not only the school 
but the whole community on the map is our Piece of Cake 10k run and 
marathon. https://race-nation.co.uk/register/great-wilbraham-primary-
school-ptfa/demo-event-5 . (see page 42) 

The 10k will take place virtually on 12th/13th June and is aimed towards 
participants 16+.    A £10 or more donation will provide you with not only a 
fitness goal (mine is to finish!) but also a fantastic medal.   The marathon will 
be a repeat of last year’s event and is aimed at regular exercise for children 
(and adults) – 1k a day over the summer holidays equates to a full marathon 
and we will help at the school by starting them off in the last week of term. 
Please help support the PTFA and the school! 

I would like to thank the community for their continued support and I do 
hope we have a positive summer ahead of us.   Stay safe and well. 

Richard Brown, Headteacher  

 

Orang-utan 

Deep blazing eyes stare intentionally 

Upon the abominable captor. 

Wailing inside its cruel cage 

The orang-utan lies in depression. 

His fire orange hair 

Brushes softly, furiously 

Against the guarding bars. 

His leather skin deters all 

Who look at him, 

Entertaining his oblivious onlookers 

With depressing acquiescence. 

By Year 5 Pupil, Great Wilbraham C/E Primary School 

https://race-nation.co.uk/register/great-wilbraham-primary-school-ptfa/demo-event-5
https://race-nation.co.uk/register/great-wilbraham-primary-school-ptfa/demo-event-5
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Angle End, Gt Wilbraham                       
www.hall.gtwilbraham.net 

We are cautiously optimistic that as the country ‘unlocks’ through the various 

government stages, the Memorial Hall can come back into use for our community 

this summer.   From Stage 3 / May 17th , we can host meetings and groups of up 

to 30 in the main hall, or if seating is arranged in ‘groups of up to 6’, that number 

can increase.   There are changing guidelines to keep to, so if your family or 

community group would like to book the hall, please contact Shirley Morley, our 

booking secretary, to discuss your booking in detail. 

In the meantime, we are continuing to plan events that make use of our lovely 

position on the recreation ground but are subject to the vagaries of our British 

weather.   The Farmers’ 

Markets have been running 

since April – and it never 

fails to rain!   Still, villagers 

and visitors come, wellies 

and all, and have supported 

this event each time.   It is a 

good reflection on the 

strength of our community 

and always receives positive comments from the stallholders.   The May Market 

raised £300 for hall funds.   Many thanks to all those who help with the 

organisation and baking.   The markets are planned to run through the summer on 

the second Saturday of the month (12th June; July 10th ; August 14th 9.30-

11.30am).   If the weather gods are kind for the June date, the food market will 

increase to include crafts stalls as well. 

The next date for the Wilbrahams’ calendar is the Memorial Hall Centenary 

1920’s Tea Party on Sunday 27th June 3pm: 

Please join us on the Rec with your family and picnic chairs / rug.   We will run a 

‘bring and share’ tea and cake table, or you can bring your own picnic tea if you 

prefer.   Ian Cumming will be judging 

a ‘best celebration cake’ competition. 

Barry Ward will be displaying his 

fascinating collection of old photos of 

the Wilbrahams in the hall.   We would 

love it if you dress up in clothes from 

the 1920’s and if anyone has a croquet 

set, please bring it along and set it up. 

http://www.hall.gtwilbraham.net/


18 

 

Our hall was part of the golden age of village hall building just after WW1.   It 

was founded on March 24th, 1921, so 100 years old this year!   Squire R S Hicks 

of Wilbraham Temple donated the land for the village hall, in memory of those 

who had been lost, and to help his fellow returned soldiers.   After WW2 Squire 

Hicks also donated adjoining land for the recreation ground.   Over the last 

hundred years, the hall has met social and educational needs, and provided a 

meeting space for the WI, the Parish Councils, Community Choir, craft clubs, 

exercise and dance classes, coffee mornings, and many other groups.   The annual 

flower and produce show is a time of serious but friendly competition, and 

delicious cakes and teas too.   In wartime it was the haunt of jiving GIs from 

Bottisham airfield, and in peacetime it provided a meeting place for Covid 

volunteers to organise themselves at the start of the first lockdown.   From the 

very young in Mums and Toddlers groups, to some of our most long-lived 

villagers, it is a welcoming space for everyone.   It is now a modern space with 

technology available that was not even dreamt of when it was first built.   We 

would like to honour and celebrate these last 100 years, and, with a renewed 

appreciation of our community in difficult times, to look forward to the next 100. 

Rosie White will be writing separately in the Warbler about this year’s Flower and 

Produce Show on Saturday July 17th. (see page 21)   Again, we are planning an 

outside event on the Rec.  

In the Play Area, Paul Lambton has 

coordinated all the volunteers and 

materials to finish the play tunnel / 

mound.   Hopefully the grass will 

grow soon, and the children can run 

up and over it.   Thanks to Nick 

Toovey, Mark Lockley & Andrew 

Wright who helped Paul with the 

posts, to Ian Cumming who donated 

the soil and Mark Lockley who 

helped Paul form the mound.   We also want to thank everyone who donated 

online towards this.   We raised £1250, which almost covers our costs and is an 

amazing amount!   Thanks particularly to Val Wells and First Steps Day Nursery 

who made a large contribution.   Paul is also continuing his work on the wild area 

to the rear of the Play Area, seeding another section last week. 

The Memorial Hall Committee continue to meet monthly via ‘Zoom’ to discuss 

and plan the Hall & Recreation Ground business.   If anyone has any suggestions 

or comments regarding the Memorial Hall, please contact me on 881609 

mail@emma-adams.co.uk or Shirley Morley (Secretary) contact details: 

booking.wilbrahamsmemorialhall@gmail.com 

Emma Adams Chair of the Memorial Hall Committee 

mailto:mail@emma-adams.co.uk
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Noisy and Smelly Little Wilbraham 

For many in Little Wilbraham, it has been a very noisy and often smelly few 

months and sadly for a few a long period of sleep deprivation!   The village had a 

very unpleasant "pond", sometimes lasting days and sewage lorries running 24/7 

for weeks on end whilst Anglia Water coped with a series of disasters.   Hopefully 

now this is all over and things can get back to normal as the Culprit, the sewage 

pumping station at the end of the High Street has finally been repaired.   On 

Friday 7th May, Cllr Claire Daunton and myself met the Anglian Water(AW) 

maintenance manager to agree the reparations required and to understand the full 

story.   They will be reseeding the grass verges and making good the 

edges,  repairing the tarmac and nearby potholes.   We also asked for them to flush 

the ditch again at the end of the High Street. 

So, what was the cause of all of this? 

1.  Sewage flows by gravity through our village and is 

then pumped via the building at the end of the High 

St to Fulbourn for treatment. 

2. The pumps were renewed last year with specifically 

equivalent performance profile units.   They do this to 

avoid putting strain elsewhere in the system. 

3. In February water was seen bubbling up through 

the road.   This was reported to Cambridge Water, 

they then identified it as a sewage leak.  Anglian 

Water then repaired this leak. 

4. About a month later, sewage was seen coming from inside the building.   

Anglican Water came to site and identified that sewage was dangerously coming 

up through the electrical ducts into the building.   Camera investigation identified 

a hole in the main pipe outside of the building as the cause.   Their initial thoughts 

were to quickly line the existing pipe, but the attempt failed.   So, they then 

planned to dig up and replace the faulty pipe. 

5. On digging, the pipe was found to be encased in concrete.   It is dangerous to 

break the concrete off as it can cause cracks elsewhere, they decided to put a new 

pipe in over the existing. 

6. A new pipe was designed and fitted over existing pipe but on testing, the 

connecting joint blew.   A stronger joint was fitted which then blew the next joint 

down the pipe.   Eventually they encased stronger joints in concrete to prevent 

further issue. 

7. Anglican Water are looking at softening the pump start up to reduce initial 

pressure on the system to prevent further issues. 

Dave Humphrey Chairman LW and SMB 
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Cat Sitter Home Visits 

Allowing your feline friend to remain in the comfort of his/her own home while you 
are away is very important to cats.  Territory is crucial and being removed from that 
territory can be extremely stressful.  We offer a service tailored to the individual needs 
of your cat which includes the following:- 

❖ 30 minute visits to your house 
❖ Lots of affection and play 

❖ Basic grooming and medication as required 
❖ Feeding, litter tray cleaning, care of the home 

❖ Run by Sarah with > 30 years pet ownership experience and > 10 years 
healthcare experience (human plus veterinary) 

❖ All the team are dedicated feline fanatics, CRB-checked and insured 
❖ Tel:  07900 213245 

❖ E-mail:  info@fulbournfelines.co.uk 
Web:  www.fulbournfelines.co.uk 

 
 

mailto:info@fulbournfelines.co.uk
http://www.fulbournfelines.co.uk/
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The Wilbrahams’ and Six Mile Bottom  
Tabletop Vegetable, Flower and Produce Show 2021 

 Saturday 17th July 2 pm : Great Wilbraham Recreation Ground 

As you may have seen in the Spring online edition of the Warbler, the plan is to 

run the Show on similar lines to last year’s Doorstep Show but to hold it on the 

Rec…weather permitting!   The idea is to have your table-top display at the Rec 

rather than on your Doorstep.   Having the tables all in one place will enable 

everyone to get together, look around all the displays more easily and continue the 

tradition of this fun and social event for the Villages!   (A limited number of Hall 

tables will be available for use if you are unable to bring your own and help will 

be on hand for anyone needing their items transported from home to the Rec and 

back.)  

Normally we would issue a Show Schedule with lots of classes but as last year, we 

ask you to display anything you have grown, made, baked, produced, crafted or 

arranged….but please, for ease of judging, group them in the categories as below. 

Home grown fruit/vegetables (The Stephenson Cup) 

Flowers/foliage/plants from your garden (The Brian Fisher Salver) 

Flower arrangement with one or more roses  (The Rose Bowl) 

Home produce e.g. eggs, preserves, bread, baking (Social Club Cup) 

Arts and Crafts - made within the last year (2012 Jubilee Rose Bowl) 

Children’s Arts and Crafts (Thistle Tankard) 

Children’s garden on a plate/tray competition (Junior Cup) 

The best overall table (Les Potter Cup) 

The Photography Section (Doris Franklin Cup) has been kindly organized by 

Chris Fell and the Classes are as follows:  

1) A Flower. Remember, a flower, not a plant!   The photo should be all about a 

single bloom 

2) Spots.   Not acne, I hope!   It might be a polka dot fabric garment or something 

in nature 

3) Running water - a stream?   A bath tap?   A garden water feature? 

4) A portrait - this could be a child, a pet or granny - Not a selfie please! 

5) Mechanical - anything mechanical from something tiny like a clockwork watch 

to a combine harvester 

Please send in your photos (max 2 per class) to Chris Fell (chris.fell@me.com) by 

midnight, Friday 16th July. 

The Spud in the Bucket Competition: please deliver your bucket (labelled with 

your name and phone number, with leaves trimmed and un-watered for previous 2 

days) to the driveway of 13, High Street, Great Wilbraham on Friday, 16th July. 

Please contact me if you need your bucket collecting.  
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The Plug Plant Competition (David Waters Memorial Cup): please bring your 

‘nurtured’ fuchsia to the Rec after midday on the day of the Show and put it on the 

allocated table (labelled with your name and phone number). 

We are hoping to serve the traditional ‘Tea/coffee and cakes’ on the terrace 

(Government Covid guidelines permitting) between 2-4pm.  

At 4pm the Cups will be awarded to the Winners followed by an Auction of any 

kindly donated items or produce.   This includes a water-colour of  ‘A view of the 

allotment along Toft Lane looking towards Squires Field’ by Ian McManus (see 

inside back cover photo) who has very generously painted and framed it especially 

for the Show, to help raise funds for the Hall.   Please see photo (frame size 58.5 x 

49.5cm).   The painting will be on view ‘on the day’ or beforehand by 

arrangement – contact details below. 

Looking forward to seeing you all on Saturday, 17thJuly at the Rec with the ‘fruits 

of your labours’….don’t forget there is a cup to be won for each section and for 

the best overall table display.   Set up time on the Rec will be from 12midday.   

There are no individual entry fees per item (or prize money), but we ask for a 

voluntary contribution of £2 per table to help cover costs.   Fingers crossed for 

fine weather!! 

Please contact me, if you would like to take part and have a table display by 

Thursday 15th July…or if you have any queries about the Show. 

Email rosiewhite77@hotmail.com :Tel 01223 881293 :Mobile 07757 982934 

Rosie White  

 

Well-brahams Planting 

At the end of April a group from the 

Well-brahams and some hardworking 

volunteers prepared the border by the 

play area ready for planting, and the 

following day had the fun bit, getting 

all the wonderful plants into the 

ground. 

This was a great example of our two 

villages (Great and Little Wilbraham) 

working together – Elaine Allison and Alan Cody from Little Wilbraham sourced 

the plants for us.   We also benefitted from Elaine’s expertise as she designed the 

planting plan, taking into consideration ground cover, hardiness and colour.   She 

and Alan also very kindly helped us with the planting itself.   Andrew Goryn made 

a heroic effort dragging a water butt through the village to ensure the new plants 

were well watered. 

mailto:rosiewhite77@hotmail.com
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Currently the plants look small, but they will 

spread and were also chosen to be drought 

resistant.   Next year they will be well 

established and will be a pleasure to look at. 

The intention is also to add some native 

species bulbs as the autumn approaches so 

that the border will welcome us with some 

colour next Spring.   As with any attempt at 

gardening, the border will be a work in 

progress! 

Everyone working on the project really enjoyed it, despite quite a few hours of 

heavy digging!   It has been a great experience as so many people stopped for a 

chat and said how much they look forward to the plants becoming established. 

Thanks to all the volunteers and passers-by who 

have made this such fun and to Rosie Marsh for 

providing a gigantic teapot full of well-deserved 

tea! 

By the time this issue of the Warbler is distributed, 

the Mental Health Awareness week (10th-16th 

May), hosted by the Mental Health Foundation, 

will be over, but it’s worth noting that the theme of 

the week, ‘Nature,’ is still going to be relevant to us 

all in the future and reinforces the ideas that the 

Well-brahams and WEG have been trying to 

promote in the last year or so.  

There are some fascinating and really useful articles on the site which can be 

found by going to this link:  

https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/campaigns/mental-health-awareness-week 

We’re optimistic that our group will soon be able to start making plans for 

activities and events to take place over the summer months.   In the meantime, 

keep checking.   The Well-brahams website ( www.thewell-brahams.weebly.com) 

which provides links to advice and information which may be useful, and you can 

also keep up to date on Twitter: ( @Wellbrahams) and Facebook: (The Well-

brahams). 

The Mental Health Foundation and the World Wildlife Fund have also joined 

forces to produce a guide called ‘Thriving with Nature’ and it’s definitely worth a 

look, encouraging us all to make the most of the UK’s natural spaces for our 

mental health and well-being.   You can access it here: 

https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/campaigns/thriving-with-nature/guide 

Julia A’Court 

https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/campaigns/mental-health-awareness-week
http://www.thewell-brahams.weebly.com/
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/campaigns/thriving-with-nature/guide
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Over the Farm Gate 

Who would be a tiny sugar beet or pea plant in Spring this year, having been 

planted in marginally wet conditions in mid-March to have to endure frosts as low 

as -6C and a diurnal, the difference between daytime high and night time low, 

temperatures of around 20c (+14 daytime temps) no moisture to speak of and 

winds to try and suck what little water there is away, they are looking 

surprisingly good.   They say no 2 seasons are usually alike, but this one is very 

similar to the last one albeit without the quite hot temperatures which graced 

lockdown last spring.   Maybe we should get used to it?   The April showers of 1/2 

inch of rain which came in May has probably been enough to maintain the early 

potential the crops were showing, but the soil is still very dry inside.   The cold 

nights have also slowed down the plants growth quite considerably and although 

we expect the ears of the corn to emerge at roughly the same time, normally 

(because this is governed by day length) around the end of May, the way they 

have got there has been  difficult to correlate with the calendar.   Usually, we 

know within a little that at a certain calendar date the plant will have reached a 

particular growth stage and will be receptive of Nitrogen fertiliser or a fungicide 

spray to protect certain leaves, but the frosts have slowed these transitions right 

down and we are nearly 2 weeks out of sync with normal.   Where a wheat plant 

would for example go from 3 leaves on its stalk to 4 in about 1 week this has been 

taking up to 10 days making applications of fertiliser and spray quite challenging. 

The frosts also have made the plants very tender and we have scorched the Winter 

barley, for example, quite badly with applications.   When you bear in mind that 

we are using fungicides and fertiliser to keep the leaves green, healthy and free 

from disease, to damage them with 'sprays' negates some of the good we are trying 

to achieve, so it is a constant compromise. 

The wildflowers have also been affected by the cold nights and the cowslips and 

bluebells in particular were slow in emerging, they are out in abundance now 

though.   The blue tits in the nest box outside my office are also behind about a 

week, but are feverishly nest building at the moment. 

The hedge plants and fence put in between the school and the waters have mostly 

taken well and should thrive with some minimal maintenance to hide the field of 

'setaside' behind it.   We are still in the planning stages and need to carefully 

examine all the rules, but the plan is to use this field which in places is still under 

water for some sort of carbon capture.   It is not an ideal field for farming as it 

contains about 7 different soil types and is often very wet which is the reason it 

was fallowed in the first place. 

On the machinery front we tried a new seed drill out in not perfect conditions and 

will wait to see the outcome of this.   The new combine went back to Bury St 

Edmunds to have some modifications and a winter service done only to need more 
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modifications on its return.   Harvest staff are hopefully all in place and most of 

the grain stores are cleaned out ready for harvest.   We do this by blowing out all 

the dust which could harbour any grain mites with a road compressor.   If we 

don’t do this then when the stores are filled again with grain the mites can quickly 

multiply with a vast food source and if not careful can damage large amounts of 

grain.   It also gives us chance to check for any repairs which may need doing. 

Finally, there is a dog rose in the hedge between the farm and the railway line, 

which is an indicator for the start of harvest, so when anyone spots it in flower 

that means 6 weeks to harvest, and we start all over again! 

Chris Ascroft 

 

Swifts over the Wilbrahams   

These wonderful birds began to arrive back here 

in early May and will be with us until August 

when they set off again for Central Africa.   Two 

of the joys of Summer are to watch them soaring as they catch insects in the air 

and to hear their joyful “screaming” – they are known as the fastest birds on the 

planet in level flight (although they are rarely in level flight for long!) 

Swifts need our help – their numbers in the UK have dropped by at least 60% in 

the last twenty years.    Reasons include a reduction in the number of insects and 

the loss of nest sites. Swifts often like to nest 

under a pantile, or under a loose piece of roof 

flashing, or (as at St Nicholas’ Church, in 

small gaps where a wall meets the roof 

structure above it – but such sites are often 

lost because of re-roofing or other 

renovations. They will, however, also use 

carefully sited artificial nestboxes. 

I have been monitoring swifts here for several years.   I know of a number of nest 

sites in Great Wilbraham and a colleague in Six Mile Bottom provides reports 

from there – but I have no information yet about Little Wilbraham.  

Can you help: 

By providing information.   If you spot swifts regularly overhead where you live, 

or  you see them diving down to enter a nest site, please let me know so that I can 

log the activity.-  

By putting up a nestbox.   Making one is not very difficult or you can buy one. I 

can offer advice.  Thankyou.  

email me at thetooveys@gmail.com or ring 07594 601205   Nick Toovey 

mailto:thetooveys@gmail.com
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Lockdown information from South Cambs District 
Council 

As the Government’s cautious road-map out of lockdown continues, people’s 

health, safety and wellbeing remain of paramount importance.   While infection 

and death rates are decreasing, transmission of Coronavirus is still an extremely 

serious threat and we all have a role to play in doing our utmost to stop its spread.  

This can best be done by continuing to take precautions against catching or 

transmitting the virus and closely following the Government’s rules for each step 

of its COVID-19 Response Spring 2021 roadmap out of the current lockdown for 

England.  

This means continuing to abide by the guidelines for social distancing by: 

Washing your hands regularly and for at least 20 seconds; 

Covering your face in enclosed spaces (especially where social distancing may be 

difficult and where you come into contact with people you do not normally meet);  

Staying two metres apart where possible, or one metre with extra precautions in 

place.  

It is also essential to stick to the rules around travel and holidaying. 

Our Council team continues to provide essential services and support to the 

residents most in need in our district.   They are working in conjunction with 

many dedicated volunteers who have played a crucial role in helping this work 

and we are immensely grateful to them.  

Residents who need to carry on self-isolating during this time can rest assured that 

all the support previously available will continue, including financial help. 

Our Reopening the High Street team is supporting local small to medium 

businesses as they reopen and work towards recovery.   This includes helping 

them to carry out comprehensive COVID-19 risk assessments to keep customers 

and their workers safe; providing signage and aiding the implementation of the 

two-metre rule in the workplace; and advising on cleaning, handwashing and 

hygiene procedures in line with current guidance.  

As more Government financial packages are announced for the business sector, 

our Business Support Team is also there to support the recovery and help 

struggling firms to access much-needed Government grants to address some of the 

financial impact of the lockdown and to fund recovery activities.   We are also 

offering support and grant aid to local communities to get voluntary projects and 

services back on track after months of lockdown.  

Everyone across the district is working extremely hard to put plans into place for 

when affected services are able to gradually and safely welcome everyone back. 

Until then, please continue to follow the guidelines to help protect the NHS and 

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/coronavirus/
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/isolation/
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/business/coronavirus-information-for-businesses/reopening-the-high-street/
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/business/coronavirus-information-for-businesses/financial-support-for-business/local-restrictions-support-grants/
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
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our families, friends and colleagues.   By keeping infection rates low, we will all 

be able to get back to doing the things we love sooner.  

To access advice and support see https://www.scambs.gov.uk/coronavirus/ 

For more information on the Government guidelines in the COVID-19 Response 

Spring 2021 roadmap, see https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus 

Useful links: 

Government Coronavirus restrictions: www.gov.uk/coronavirus 

South Cambridgeshire District Council Coronavirus information: 

www.scambs.gov.uk/coronavirus 

Information on financial support to self-isolate: www.scambs.gov.uk/isolation 

South Cambridgeshire District Council’s Reopening High Streets Safely Team: 

www.scambs.gov.uk/business/coronavirus-information-for-businesses/reopening-

the-high-street 

Support for local businesses: www.scambs.gov.uk/business/coronavirus-

information-for-businesses  

Tom Horn | Communications Service Team Leader 

 

Patchwork & Quilting Group 

It is with great joy that I am pleased 

to announce that the monthly P&Q 

Group is to restart at the end of 

September 2021!   A whole year will 

have passed when the very sad 

decision was taken by the Wilbraham 

Memorial Hall committee to cancel 

all the classes and shut its doors.   All 

the members are excited to be getting 

back to normal life, sewing and 

creating together. 

The ladies have not been idle – many a fine project has been undertaken and 

completed with a number of quilts being made as gifts.  

As for myself I am currently busy stitching for a forthcoming exhibition to 

coincide with, fingers crossed, a complete easing of restrictions on 21 June 2021. 

If the weather is fine why not take a ride to the North Norfolk coast and drop in 

for a chat, admire the artworks and even purchase a piece to take home with you! 

If you would like to join in our monthly session contact Niki Chandler: 

niki.chandler@hotmail.co.uk     Niki Chandler 

https://www.scambs.gov.uk/coronavirus/
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
http://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
http://www.scambs.gov.uk/coronavirus
http://www.scambs.gov.uk/isolation
http://www.scambs.gov.uk/business/coronavirus-information-for-businesses/reopening-the-high-street
http://www.scambs.gov.uk/business/coronavirus-information-for-businesses/reopening-the-high-street
http://www.scambs.gov.uk/business/coronavirus-information-for-businesses
http://www.scambs.gov.uk/business/coronavirus-information-for-businesses
mailto:niki.chandler@hotmail.co.uk
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Gardening Club Makeover 

Time for a makeover, was the decision made at the village gardening club’s May 

meeting which is seeking to become more relevant and inclusive to anyone with a 

garden to look after. 

Gone would be the monthly professional speaker.   Instead, the Club is proposing 

quarterly meetings in the Spring, Summer, Autumn and Winter when members 

would have the opportunity to swap, share or buy and sell plants, cuttings, bulbs 

etc. as appropriate.   Occasional speakers, if any, could probably be from a 

commercial enterprise with gardening related products to sell, or maybe 

professional gardeners when budget allows. 

Visits to nearby heritage gardens for guided tours by head gardeners would 

continue at least once a year and meetings in village gardens would be encouraged 

to learn from other’s successes and mistakes. 

The Club is open to suggestions as to how it might progress, so, if this new format 

appeals, or you have other ideas to contribute, or want to know more, the  

invitation below is for you.   If you can’t make it, please still get in touch should 

this be of interest to you. 

 The club will be running a plant stall at the next Farmer’s Market on Saturday 

morning June 12th 9:30 - 11:30 and would be delighted to talk to you about their 

proposals there as well. 

 

Wilbrahams’ Gardening Club 

CELEBRATING THE SUMMER SOLSTICE 

WITH DRINKS & APPETISERS 

Open evening Monday 21st June 2021 7:30pm - 8:30pm 

Is gardening a joy for you?  Maybe it’s just a chore? 

Perhaps you wish you knew more about it? 

Would practical seasonal advice appeal to you? 

Would opportunities to swap, share or buy and sell plants & cuttings be useful? 

The new look Wilbrahams’ Gardening Club  

has some innovative ideas to make us more relevant and inclusive. 

Do come if you would like to find out more,  

but, PLEASE let us know if you are 

For venue details please rsvp  

Jackie Beadsmoore on 880 889 jackiebeadsmoore@icloud.com 

 

mailto:jackiebeadsmoore@icloud.com
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Untold  Stories 24 : Barry and Denise Ward 

Barry Ward is known to many for his great collection of old photographs of the 

villages.   I met him and Denise for this conversation. 

I was born in Fulbourn in 1939.   My mother could not 

afford the rent where I was born behind the butchers in 

Barrets Yard, so we moved to what is now Tunbridge 

Lane.   My Dad (holding Barry) went to war in the 

September.   He came back from Dunkirk and went to 

Africa the next day, so we never knew him.   There 

were four of us children.   I think I moved to Wilbraham 

school when I was six. School was all we went to – 

Mum could not afford anything else.  

Hard times.   How did your mother earn a living? 

They were hard times.   I don’t know – she never 

worked.   My grandad owned the four cottages on the 

road to Little Wilbraham, and the windmill, which is 

why this is called Mill Road.   He took the mill down 

and built the bungalow next to the cottages on The Lanes. 

When your father eventually came home, was he able to resume normal life? 

Dad did.   He made me a little engine out of a rolling pin.   That was lovely – I 

appreciated that because he had made it.   My grandad had two cottages in Angle 

End.   He gave one to Dad and sold the other. 

So what did your father do? 

He was a Director for Thompsons, the builders at Cherry Hinton. 

What did you do when you left school? 

I went on the building site with Dad, but that did not last very long.   I went on the 

railway and worked at Fulbourn station for seven years.   Then I worked for seven 

years in a lime pit the other side of the A11 – I think I dug most of that out!  

That sounds like hard work. 

No – it was all tractor work – dead easy! 

Denise, let’s turn to you. 

I was born in Cambridge.   There were five of us sisters.   Sadly, we lost my dear 

sister Jen in 2005, in a car accident.   My Dad wanted to live in the country and 

we moved to Fowlmere in 1966.   We took over the Chequers pub there.   We had 

lovely times.   Dad used to bring animals home, like donkeys and horses.   I loved 

it.   I met Barry at Eastern County Farmers in Cambridge when I was a 

telephonist, and we got married, and we have two lovely sons, Philip, with Sarah, 

and Dean. 
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Barry: Even though we 

moved to Wilbraham in 

1946 after the war, my 

parents had lived there 

previously, and my 

Grandparents still lived in 

Wilbraham.   I have a 

photograph of my father 

aged 9. He went to the 

school in Great Wilbraham, 

and Mum went to the school 

on the corner at Little 

Wilbraham, where the boys 

and girls were separated. 

You have this long attachment to the Wilbrahams as shown by your great 

collection of photographs. 

I love Wilbraham.   I love watching the cricket as well.  

Are you a player yourself? 

I played for the second team.   I was not much of a batter, but I was a fast bowler. 

I haven’t played for years – I’m a spectator.   They got a me a special tee shirt as I 

was one of their best supporters.   My Dad and my uncles, the Potter boys, all 

played for Wilbraham. 

So how many photographs have you got? 

I’ve now got 10 albums full. 

Why did you collect the photographs? 

I love the village, and people kept disappearing - dying, moving away… I wanted 

a record of how the village was. It was a marvellous place.   We had a Co-op – 

Mum used to give me ten shillings to go for the groceries for six of us..   

Did that feed you?  

Yes.   Everyone down Angle End grew their own vegetables.   We had long 

gardens that were full of vegetables, and that was what we lived on.   We had no 

water, no electric.   All those cottages had wells.   People all helped each other. 

And everyone knew everyone.   You could not have any secrets, 

Not in a village. And every village had a policeman. The only criminals were 

poachers – there were a lot of them. 

Gamekeepers too. 

Yes. They didn’t like us walking over the fields. They’d chase us off. 
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Did that happen to you as a boy? 

Several times.   I remember the 

school toilets had buckets, and 

there was a door at the back where 

the bucket was taken out to be 

emptied.   There was a man whose 

name I will not mention opened the 

door when the head teacher was in 

there and put in some stinging 

nettles. 

Denise, what was it like being a 

teenage girl back then? 

We had a juke box at the Chequers in Fowlmere, and my sisters and I loved 

dancing.   It was good being in a large family.   Back then the postmistress had to 

empty the money from the phone box. One day I looked out of the window and 

thought somebody was breaking in to it, and I said to Mum she should call the 

Police because they were taking money from the phone box.   It turned out to be 

quite innocent, and thank goodness Mum did not do anything.   The boys at the 

pub had quite a laugh. 

Have you always lived among animals? 

Barry: We had two sheep which were rescued and kept as pets.   We had ducks 

and geese, but the fox used to get them.   I love watching the birds on my bird 

tables. 

Did you ever work on a farm? 

Yes.   When I was 13 I worked on Bert Ratford’s farm.   I would be in the bin 

pushing the grain down into the lorry.   It was hard work.   Bert would give me 

half a crown.   I would pick up the corn and put it in stooks.   Nobody warned me: 

with my sleeves rolled up, by the end of the day my arms were scratched. We 

spent all our spare time down on the common.   We only went indoors for meals.  

I used to watch my Grandad Fred Potter, the cobbler: he would put a whole lot of 

studs in his mouth before knocking them into the boots.   There were four 

blacksmiths in the village, and five pubs and a lot of darts clubs.   In my mother’s 

time there was a sweet shop on the corner in Angle End, and a draper’s further up. 

Opposite Ratford’s Yard there was a pub and a blacksmith.   The paraffin man 

would come round in a van because we all had paraffin lamps.   He would sell 

candles and all sorts of things.   There was a bloke called Frank Poulter who lived 

in the village.   He had a horse and cart, and he went to market on Mondays.   So, 

on a Sunday, if you had anything to go to market, like rabbits or chickens, he 

would come round and pick them up.   He would get stuff from the market as 

well.  

Barry’s Mother 

Barry’s Father 



32 

 

So there was a lot of trade in the village – not a lot of money, but a lot of trade.  

I used to run all the dances in the village, and the bingo at the old village hall.   

One night the band failed to show.   There was a local group called The Wilful 

Ones, because half of them came from the Wilbrahams and half from Fulbourn. 

They stood in and they did many dances after that.  

Denise: Recently my sister Val and I organised dances in the hall when we were 

able, proceeds for the Arthur Rank.   My sisters are all different ages, so the 

dances have a mix of music. 

Do you still dance? 

Oh yes, when we can. 

Did you dance. Barry? 

I used to – I was good at jiving and the twist.   My knees won’t let me now.   I 

used to be a painter and decorator as well. My father-in-law was a painter and 

decorator.   He did all the decorating in Peterhouse College and some in other 

colleges.   I used to help him, so then I took it up myself.   He was a paratrooper; 

he was at Arnhem in 1944, and because of that, he would climb very high ladders 

without fear. 

You have seen a lot of change. 

Yes.   My Grandad owned Squire’s Field when it was a field.   He had put 

footings in for bungalows, but he sold it to Bert Ratford for £100 because the war 

was starting, and my Grandad did most of the building on Bottisham Airfield.  

The bloke next door, Bob Potter, used to cut hair, thruppence a time.   He would 

only do it on a Sunday morning because he was a painter and decorator.   You 

didn’t book a time– you just went round.   He did the men first –he left me to last. 

Twice I fainted waiting because I was waiting so long.  

There was a nurse living in the village who we went to if we cut ourselves, and the 

doctor from Bottisham would always call at Grandad’s for a cigarette as he came 

into the village on his rounds. 

He wouldn’t now!   Another change.   We can see the past as a golden age,  but 

what have we gained through all these changes? 

There are people like you who come in to the village and do something for the 

good of the community, and join in.   We enjoy the coffee mornings at the hall, 

and walking round the village to see everyone.   I think there should be more low-

cost housing in the Wilbrahams, as not all youngsters want to move away, and it is 

important to keep generations of families together.   Some moved out to the fens 

where houses were cheap, and then they cannot return.  

Thank you both for sharing so much. 

John Tanburn 
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MOT Testing, Servicing & Auto Repairs 

Unit 3, Station Yard, Wilbraham Road 
Fulbourn, Cambridge CB21 5ET 

Tel: (01223) 880747 
 

 
84, Angle End, Gt Wilbraham, CB215JG 

01223 881611: www.chapel.dental 

Claire Jackman BDS & Associates 

NHS, DENPLAN & PRIVATE TREATMENTS 
With special interests in Implants and Orthodontics 

                        Monday          09.00-17.00 
                        Tuesday         09.00-17.00 
                        Wednesday    09.00-17.00 
                        Thursday        09.00-17.00 
                        Friday             09.00-17.00 
                        Saturday         09.30-15.00 (Private/Denplan) 

http://www.chapel.dental/
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NOTICE BOARD 

BIN COLLECTIONS 

Black bins 

Tuesday 1 June 

Monday 14 June 

Monday 28 June 

Monday 12 July 

Monday 26 July 

Monday 9 August 

Monday 23 August 

 

Blue and green bins 

Monday 7 June 

Monday 21 June 

Monday 5 July 

Monday 19 July 

Monday 2 August 

Monday 16 August 

Tuesday 31 August 

DATES FOR SUMMER 2021 

Sunday 20 June  Fathers’ Day 

Monday 31 May Half Term 

Thursday 22 July Summer term ends 

Monday 30 August Bank Holiday 

 

 

 

Mobile Library 

The mobile library stops at Great Wilbraham opposite the playground on the 

3rd Thursday in the month 11.10 – 11.40am.  It then moves on to Little 

Wilbraham 11.50am -12.15pm; 17 June, 15 July, 19 August. 

For Six Mile Bottom, the stop is Delaware Close, every 1st Tuesday 11.35am – 

12.00noon; 1 June, 6 July, 3 August. 

 

Bottisham Airfield 

Museum 

Open every Sunday, 

10.30am to 4.00pm 

from 23 My until 31 

October. 

Full details on page 13 
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Are you an Adult who missed out on a Maths GCSE? 

Adult Learning Evening Courses  
MATHS GCSE 
Starts September 2021, Tuesday evenings, for one year  
and to prepare you for the full course  
PREPARE FOR MATHS GCSE 
Starts Tuesday, 15 June 2021 for 5 weeks 18.30-21.00 (This short course is 
designed to bring your maths skills up to speed to give you the best chance 
of success in the full course) 
If you are 19+ and do not already have a Grade C (new Level 4) in Maths 
GCSE you should be eligible for a fully funded FREE place on our Maths 
courses.  
INTERESTED? Contact us to find out more or to book a place. 
Bottisham Village College, Lode Road, Bottisham, CB25 9DL.  
Telephone Number: 01223 811372  
Email: adultlearning@bottishamvc.org Web: 
www.bottishamvc.org/adultlearning 

 

GW Parish Council 

The next meeting will be held on 

15 July 

See full report on page 8 

LW&SMB Parish Council 

The next meetings will be held 

on 17th June, 29th July 

 

Wilbrahams Memorial Hall 

The next Famers Market meetings will be held at the 

Wilbrahams Memorial Hall on the following 

Saturdays 12 June, 10 July, 14 August, 11 September 

Full details on page 17 

 

The Flower and Produce Show will be on Saturday 

17 July 

Full details on pages ?? 

 

10K Run 

A virtual 10k race  

June 12th/13th 

Full details on 

page 42 

 

Wilbrahams’ Social Club 

Open every Saturday, 5.00pm-9/10.00pm, 

except on cricket match days (May 29, 

June 26, July 3, 24, August 7, 14 and 21), 

1.00pm-9/10pm 

Full details on page 51 

 

 

The Flower and Produce Show 

Saturday 17 July  Full details on pages 21 
 

Wilbrahams’ 

Gardening Club 

CELEBRATING THE 

SUMMER SOLSTICE 

WITH DRINKS & 

APPETISERS 

Open evening Monday 21st 

June 2021 7:30pm - 8:30pm 

Full details on page 28 
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The Upholstery Barn 

 
̴ Fulbourn-based upholsterer to 

restore your antique and modern 
furniture 

̴ Bespoke footstools, headboards & 
cushion covers 

̴ Made-to-measure curtains and 
blinds 

 
Contact: 
Anne McGarvey 
T: 07986 027807 
E: camupholsterybarn@outlook.com 

SMB GAS 
NEW TO NEWMARKET & 

SURROUNDING VILLAGES 

CALOR GAS DELIVERIES 

CALL FOR A QUOTE OR 

CHECK DELIVERY AREA 

01638 570046 
mandy 

@sixmilebottomshoot.co.uk 
 

 

                      
Fully approved Electrical Contractor 

All Work Certificated in Accordance with NICEIC 

Free no obligation quotations 

All aspects of electrical work undertaken such as re-wires, Electrical 

condition Reports, maintenance calls, New build Installations, Industrial and 

Commercial Installations 

However small you may consider your job it will be treated with the same 

attention to detail as every one of our jobs. 

Your Local Electrician 
Unit 24 Hall Barn Road Industrial Estate, Hall Barn Road, Isleham, 

Cambridgeshire, CB7 5RJ 

Contact us on; 01638 781567 / enquiries@jandjdrake.co.uk 

 

mailto:enquiries@jandjdrake.co.uk
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From St Nicholas’s 

 
‘We pray to be generous and visible people of Jesus Christ.’   That’s what it says 

on the bottom of every letter and every email from the Diocese of Ely.   It’s the 

bottom line.   It’s the strapline; the diocesan motto coined a few years ago when 

all the dioceses of the Church of England were trying to be less like the old-

fashioned church and more business-minded.  

The idea is that every part of the Diocese should remember that what it does 

affects every other part, and that all the parts should work together to 

demonstrate—visibly, generously—the love of God in Jesus Christ.   Because 

that’s what we believe, and we are what we do.  

So, when, on 4 March this year, contractors employed by an agent of the Ely 

Diocesan Board of Finance drove up the track to the top of Toft Lane and, using 

heavy machinery, flattened the small wild area at the top of the field by the 

allotments, there was huge anger and sadness in the village and in the church 

alike.  

Why anger and sadness?   Because, even in a cold spring, nesting season had 

begun, and no care was taken for nesting birds and wildlife.   Because the children 

of Great Wilbraham had played in that copse for generations; building dens, going 

on nature walks, simply playing as children play.   Everyone knew it was glebe, 

that it belonged to the Church; a few may have known about the laws that 

O If we but knew what we do 
When we delve or hew— 
Hack and rack the growing green! 
Since country is so tender 
To touch, her being so slender, 
That, like this sleek and seeing ball 
But a prick will make no eye at all, 
Where we, even where we mean 
To mend her we end her, 
When we hew or delve: 
After-comers cannot guess the beauty been. 
Ten or twelve, only ten or twelve 
Strokes of havoc unselve 
The sweet especial scene, 
Rural scene, a rural scene, 
Sweet especial rural scene.  

(from Binsey Poplars, by Gerard Manley Hopkins) 
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transferred the title of the glebe from the local parish to the diocese over the 

course of the twentieth century.   But it had always been there.   A meadow, with 

ponies grazing.   A little wild place of trees and undergrowth, a swing and dens.    

I think probably some villagers had their first tin of cider there over the years, or 

their first cigarette or their first snog.   These things happen in villages. 

Nonetheless the innocent games vastly outweighed the delinquencies.  

Why anger and sadness?   Because we had no warning that this was going to 

happen.   The Diocesan Board of Finance does not generally consult with parishes 

before it acts, or contracts for others to act for it.   Is the Diocese of Ely hoping to 

build houses on that land? We don’t know.   If the land is built on, will the local 

parish church receive any money from the development? That is a clear ‘No.’  

Does the Diocese’s money from developing glebe land pay my stipend?   That’s 

been suggested by the Chairman of the Board of Finance.   In fact, between them, 

the three parishes of this benefice pay substantially more to the diocese in Parish 

Share than it costs to provide a Vicar.   The suggestion that villages must give the 

Board of Finance a free hand or else lose their parish priest is foolish.   Nobody in 

a village cares as much about the parson, any parson, as they do about the places 

where they played as children.   And rightly so.   Vicars come and vicars go, but 

the places we played as children, and where our children and grandchildren play 

are holy. We never forget them.  

When I visited what was the little copse at the top of the glebe with Lorna and Jon 

Green (Glebe and Investment Officer for the Diocesan Board of Finance), we saw 

a place where no child could safely play.   There were strands of barbed wire, 

splintered saplings, even a broken piece from the front of an old iron grate. The 

area had not been ‘made safe.’ It had been made desolate.   Was that the intention? 

Surely not the intention of those who seek to be generous and visible followers of 

Christ.   Not in a time when the Church is vehement in its desire to lead the way in 

the preservation of nature, and the fight against climate change.   How can St 

Nicholas’s promote ‘God’s Acre,’ the campaign for habitats for wildlife in 

churchyards, if just down the street the Diocese of Ely’s contractors are 

bulldozing trees where birds are nesting?  

We at St Nicholas’s are sad and angry.   We’re also determined to continue to 

hold the Diocesan Board of Finance and its officers to account, reminding them 

that they too need to stand by the Ely vision, and demanding restoration and 

replanting so that future generations of Wilbraham children can play among those 

trees one day.  

Alice Goodman 

Vicar of Great Wilbraham 

Rector of Fulbourn, Little Wilbraham and Six Mile Bottom 
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Glebe Holdings, Toft Lane 

The Ely Diocese Board of Finance owns the strip of land in Great Wilbraham 

alongside Toft Lane, comprising a paddock, wooded area and 

allotments.   Together they form part of the Diocese’s “glebe holdings” of land 

and other investments spread across the Diocese.   

The glebe land is professionally managed by Carter Jonas.   Last year, they 

reported concerns about the condition of the copse.   Health and Safety is of 

paramount importance and Carter Jonas was concerned that the thick 

undergrowth, dead trees, broken fencing, rusty metalwork and fly-tipped rubbish 

could have caused injuries which could have seen as being the responsibility of 

the Diocese.   Carter Jonas also had environmental concerns that the dead trees 

and the significant level of ivy across the whole of the copse, were harming the 

proper growth of the live trees and the surrounding “undergrowth”. 

A schedule of works was drawn up and contractors were engaged.   The initial 

clearance work has now been completed, and we recognise that the removal of the 

dangerous items and cutting back of the ivy has left the area looking stark.  

Coupled with that, the use by the contractors of large vehicles on the site has 

caused a level of damage to the land which, the Diocese recognises, should have 

been avoided.   While the Diocese has been assured that this is a temporary impact 

and the surface will recover, the damage caused is a source of regret.   Further 

work is being planned and will be initiated shortly to complete the removal of the 

remaining rubbish and to begin the process to tidy and restore the exposed 

ground.   Inspections have revealed that green shoots of growth are already 

beginning to emerge across the ground, and the Diocese has been assured that this 

work will give the trees and the wider area encompassing the copse the 

opportunity to redevelop. 

To assist with this regeneration, the Diocese will take professional and ecological 

advice on the most appropriate replanting and landscaping, which will be 

undertaken at the recommended time.   It will ask Carter Jonas to invite the 

Wilbraham Environmental Group to be part of the review of the land in the 

summer.   The Diocese believes that in the future a more regular schedule of 

review and informed maintenance will go a long way towards ensuring that the 

land can continue to be enjoyed by the community. 

The Diocese is aware that a number of people had suggested the work was carried 

out as a prelude to the submission of a planning application.   This is not the case.  
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Thanks to All the Litter Pickers for 2021 

To reinforce the successful litter pick in Great Wilbraham, Little Wilbraham and 

Six Mile Bottom staggered their pick over a period of days with volunteers taking 

predefined areas.   A big thank you to Andrew Carter for again organising this 

year’s event. 

The tally of rubbish bags was around 45 with the greatest amount coming from the 

Little Wilbraham Road down to Six Mile Bottom.   The equivalent of Mill Road 

in Great Wilbraham.  This means over 80 large bags of rubbish from in and 

around our three villages. 

For those interested in the details of what is collected. 

energy drink cans, beer cans and bottles, wine and spirit bottles, plastic juice, 

bottles, plastic wrappers, cups and plastic lids, cider cans, plastic bags. 

a car number plate 

building debris from a loose load including plaster board, skirting board, 

insulation. 

a staggering number of pill  packets – particularly co-codamol 

an oil drum 

a not so smart – smart phone 

a new one this year – discarded face masks 

Given the number of alcoholic containers found, drinking and driving seems to be 

the norm rather than the exception and when combined with co-codamol! 

And to cap it all off one of our volunteers had an apple core thrown at them by a 

passing car while picking.   You can only but shake your head. 

Thank you all and we are sure our fellow residents appreciate the hard work put in 

by the volunteers. 

See you again next year but in the meantime if you are out on a walk take a bag 

with you and help keep our spaces as attractive as they already are. 

The Little Wilbraham And Six Mile Bottom Parish Council 

 



41 

 

Red2Green 

Here at Red2Green we are beginning to welcome back our learners as lockdown 

eases across the country.   We have really missed them all and it is a joy to see 

them return after three months of lockdown. 

Our Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of 3 years, Jackie Fernandez, has announced 

she will be handing over the reins to our Deputy Chief Executive Officer Liz 

Taylor.   She has seen us through some challenging times lately and, although she 

will no longer be CEO, she will be remaining at Red2Green in the role of Chief 

Resources Officer.  

Liz assumes the role of CEO from 1st May.   She has been at Red2Green for over 

two years now, joining us as Chief Operations Officer in September 2018. Liz is 

incredibly passionate about her work here at Red2Green and a very worthy 

candidate! 

We would like to give thanks to Terry Ambrose who has secured us a donation of 

£200 from Forresters to support us at our garden in Bottisham.   Terry’s donation 

will go towards some much-needed equipment to enable us to continue the good 

work that we do here. 

We also wish to give thanks to the Rayners, our landlords here in Swaffham 

Bulbeck.   Since we moved to Harvey's Barn in 2005, the Rayner family have 

been amazing in supporting our small charity.   This has never been more true 

than during the pandemic, and we are eternally grateful for everything they have 

done and continue to do for us in order to allow us to continue running our much 

needed service to critical learners. 

Over at the garden, we have just taken delivery of our summer plants, including a 

range of beautiful flowers and delicious 

vegetables and herbs, including chilli 

plants and cucumbers.   Learners have 

been working on a range of homemade 

items, including dog biscuits, peg bags, 

wax melts and various upcycled items. 

Grab yours from our honesty table, 

weekdays at our garden site at Lode Road, 

Bottisham.  

March was a big month for our 

Cogs2Computers community project, in 

partnership with the Centre for Computing History and Swaffham Bulbeck 

Primary School. March 8th was International Women’s Day, which formed the 

theme for our whole month.  

Aspirations watched Hidden Figures and looked into the work done by the women 

at Nasa and also discussed the race issues of the time these women had to face. 
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They made some beautiful acrostic poems and other work.   Options looked at 

influential women in technology and made a beautiful mixed media picture.   

They also played some Nasa space themed word games, made edible space craft 

and space slime for the sensory input.  

Our learners enjoyed a virtual tour from the Centre for Computing History in 

Cambridge which we held over Microsoft Teams, and which was also attended by 

children from Swaffham Bulbeck Primary School.   The tour focused on 

influential women in computing.   There was some great feedback from the 

different groups attending and some very insightful questions from the children at 

Swaffham Bulbeck Primary school.   On the 19th of April, we welcome Niki Dow 

from Arm to speak to our bubbles and Swaffham Bulbeck Primary School about 

her journey to the top as an influential woman in technology, which concluded our 

International Women’s Month activities. 

Stephanie Ward 

 

PTFA 

Wilbrahams’ Winter Wonder Walk 2020 

Firstly, apologies for this winter piece in the summer edition!   I accidently missed 

the spring Warbler issue while being in another home-schooling frenzy...  

From December 1st to 24th 2020, there was at least one specially decorated 

window a day that could be visited and admired in Great or Little Wilbraham.   In 

this second year of the Wilbrahams’ Winter Wonder Walk the creativity and 

variation in styles of the windows was truly impressive!   There were Nativity 

scenes, Winter landscapes, Santas and Rudolfs all displayed imaginatively as light 

installations, glass painting, Lego builds, puppets, ginger cookie builds and even a 

Christmas tree built out of nitrile gloves… Thank you so much to all the window 

decorators for your great efforts.   We have some great talent and competitiveness 

in the Wilbrahams!   Photos of all windows could be admired on the village 

webpage (https://www.wilbrahams.co.uk). 

Voted the best window by the adult walkers was St John the Evangelist Church, 

LW displayed on 13th Dec.   Well done Max Kettenacker, the master mind behind 

the serene angel display and who won bubbly and chocolate truffles for his efforts. 

The children’s favourite choice was for Santa’s workshop, playfully displayed at 

Toft Lane, GW on 20th Dec.   Well done Catharine Goryn who won a voucher 

from Shoegarden for her efforts! 

The 2020 Advent Calendar Sheets were provided free of charge to all households 

in GtW, LtW and SMB thanks to printing kindly donated by our village Parish 

Councils and private donors.   Those walkers that visited 7 or more windows were 

welcome to enter the prize draw, of which an impressive 16 people managed to 
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visit all windows!   Congratulations Mark Patey and Chloe Barry, who won prizes 

(Essential Health gift voucher and Amazon gift card) for visiting the most 

windows and providing the best winter words ‘Keep going Wilbrahams’ and 

‘Warm coloured lights’ respectively.   Other prize winners where: Lorna Carr, 

Caroline Bird, Ellie Evans, Charlie Goodchild, Sylvie Featherstone, Callum Barry, 

Lennox and Lola Hogger.   A big thank you to those who kindly donated prizes 

for the prize draw and for all your generous donations for our charity Jimmy’s 

Night Shelter. 

We in the PTFA are very pleased with how the Winter Wonder Walk is becoming 

a village event, with both window presenters and walkers joining from outside the 

school community as intended.   Please keep your eyes open in the autumn to 

book your window for the 2021 Winter Wonder Walk! 

 

Piece-of-Cake Virtual 10k 2021   

To all supporters of the school, please do 

help the school by entering this year's 

Piece-of-Cake Virtual 10k or by passing on 

the link to those who you think may wish to 

take part.  

https://bit.ly/32nEwDX    

This is a virtual 10k race the weekend of 

June 12th/13th and is designed to raise 

money for the school.   There is sadly no 

summer fete this year and so this is our 

main way to fundraise for the school trips 

that will hopefully resume shortly, the fruit 

and other items the children receive and the 

outside area that we want to renovate.   

There will be cakes baked by Ian 

Cummings for the two fastest runners, 

but you can run, walk or crawl and if you 

reach 10k you will get a medal!  

It would be wonderful if we could make 

this a success. 

Lotta Holm and the PTFA committee  

Email: wilbrahamptfa@gmail.com 

 

 

https://bit.ly/32nEwDX
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Transport Working Group 

Following the discussion of problems 

caused by Heavy Good Vehicles 

(HGVs) at the January Meeting of the 

Parish Council, Tim Page and David 

Richer attended the March meeting 

with a proposal that the PC should 

establish a Transport Working Group 

to look more deeply at the problems.  

It was suggested the Group should 

gather evidence of the extent of the 

problem and then discuss possible concerns and possible solutions with residents 

and with the appropriate authorities and businesses.   The Group would gather 

information from other villages which had dealt with similar problems, and seek 

help from the various voluntary associations and charities which are concerned 

with rural matters.  

The Parish Council recognised that there 

was considerable frustration among 

residents about the apparent impossibility of 

reducing the nuisance caused by  HGVs.   It 

gave its support for setting up the Working 

Group and asked that questions of safety 

should also be addressed.   There is already 

a team working in the village on speed 

awareness and it was agreed that the two 

groups should work side-by-side.   Tim and 

David were asked to recruit volunteers to begin work as soon as possible.   The 

aim of the Group should be to return to the PC later in the year with ideas for the 

alleviation of the nuisance. 

Terms of reference for the Group were agreed after the Meeting, and Councillor 

Emma Gant agreed to be the Parish Council's representative in the Group.  

Tim Page and David Richer 

Word Polygon 

From these letters make words of four or more letters, 

always including the central letter, W.   You can only use 

each letter once.   There is one word which uses all the 

letters, hopefully not now in common use as it was during 

the past year or so.   There are at least 11 words. 

Solution on page 61 

            C   

     O          D 

  L      W     N 

       O      K 
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Down to Earth on the Farm 

I make no apology for starting with a moan about the weather because it probably 

has more influence on the success of farming than government policies, currency 

values, Brexit, global commodity prices, consumer preferences, or CV19. 

This spring has been hostile.   April 2021 broke many records including average 

minimum temperatures, frosts and sunshine hours.   The very sunny days did not 

deter the cold temperatures at night as clear skies gave way to frosty nights 

preventing crop growth.   The National Climate Information Centre at the Met 

Office revealed that April 2021 has had the third lowest average UK minimum 

temperature for the month since records began in 1884 and the highest degree of 

air frost for 60 years, with ground frosts making up 22 days in the month, 

compared to the average of 12 days at this time of year. 

After a wet March, April also turned out be 

an exceptionally dry month across the UK, 

with barely a drop of rain in many areas and 

only 4.5mm being measured at Hawk Mill.   

As a result of the very wet winter the autumn 

sown crops have a shallow root structure and 

combined with low precipitation this means 

they suffer from lack of nutrition due to its 

lack of mobility in dry soil.   Granular 

nitrogen has had no visual benefit to the 

wheat crop when applied, with liquid and foliar fertiliser appearing to be the only 

way to support poorly crops. 

Fortunately, May has started out considerably wetter than April and as I write this 

it’s 21 degrees outside which will enable growth to take on a spurt, get your lawn 

mowers sharpened ready! 

Unusual weather is not the preserve of the UK and abnormal conditions around 

the world have caused unprecedented spikes in commodity futures values, the like 

of that have not been seen for many years.   Fingers crossed that another average 

at best harvest may be compensated by better prices. 

An ease in lockdown restrictions and improvement in the weather should also 

make it more pleasant to sit outside and support our local pubs who have made 

investment in their outdoor infrastructure only to suffer from the same hostile 

weather as the farm. 

Although agriculture is regarded as a key industry, lockdown has restricted some 

of the freedoms that our support industries need to help us in the development of 

aspects of what we do.   Research and agronomy are two of these and it’s been 

good to be able to start to host farm walks and attend committee meetings again, 

even though that still had to happen socially distanced in a huge cold grain store! 
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Demand for farm walks here has been due to a raised awareness of Conservation 

Agricultural practices within our industry due to our future support being tailored 

to a new DEFRA Environmental Land Management Scheme (ELMS).   As well as 

interest from farmers there is interest from local government, various NGOs and 

others through, for instance, the Carbon Neural Cambridge film I took part in 

which has led to another longer in depth one being planned.   Carbon and carbon 

footprints are getting discussed more and more, whether it’s in association with 

sustainable food production, planning, any business’s green credentials or vehicle 

policy and clean air in our cities.   Planting hedges and trees and growing 

something that sequesters carbon (CO2) into our soil for the maximum number of 

days through the year means farming can be part of the solution to climate change 

and a sustainable future, and perhaps warmer Aprils. 

David White, Hawk Mill Farm 

 

The Wilbraham’s Community Choir 

Due to  COVID19 restrictions the Wilbraham’s Community Choir is still 

temporarily suspended.   However, the choir still remains active and members 

enjoyed an ABBA and musical Zoom meeting just before the Easter break. We 

hope to get back to normal choir practice in the Memorial Hall, Great Wilbraham 

(on Thursdays at 8pm during school term dates), as soon as the restrictions are 

lifted. 

Singing has very positive benefits to mental health and can be enjoyed by 

everyone of all ages, experience and ability.   If you would be interested in 

attending our online choir sessions and enjoy some singing in the privacy of your 

own home, then please get in touch!   If you are not certain about the technology 

side of things then we can offer help.  

The invitation is open to anyone and extends to those outside the Wilbrahams. 

My contact details are:  Vanessa at vanessajnichols@gmail.com or 07876363707.  

Stay Safe and Keep Singing!     Vanessa Nichols 

 

Table Tennis 

The Table Tennis Club plans to re-open 

in the Memorial Hall as soon as allowed 

by Covid rules and regulations.   It 

meets on Wednesday evenings from 

7.30 to 9.30 and is open to everyone. 

Please contact Tony Goryn on 07751 281341 for further information. 

mailto:vanessajnichols@gmail.com
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NEED A NEW FENCE? 
 

•  Reliable local company. 

•  Established 2007. 

•  Over 1000 local installations. 

•  Choice of colours & sizes. 

•  NEVER PAINT A FENCE AGAIN. 

•  Withstands gusts up to 130mph. 

•  Fitted with a 25-year guarantee. 

•  Numerous local installations &  

        testimonials available. 
 

For a FREE no obligation, site 

survey and quote: 
 

Call us now on 01223 811160 

www.colourfencecambs.co.uk 

 

 
 

 

http://www.colourfencecambs.co.uk/
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Evolving Art - Cambridge Open Studios 2021 

The region’s largest art event is back this 

July. 

Cambridge Open Studios has announced 

the 2021 dates for its month-long summer 

art event, which will feature an exciting 

range of exhibitions by over 300 artists at a 

selection of locations in the city and 

surrounding areas.   This year there will be 

40 new members taking part in the region. 

The weekends are: July 3/4, 10/11, 17/18 

and 24/25.   Studios are open to visit 

between 11am and 6pm except those opting 

to take visitors via appointment.  

Five Ways to Enjoy 

For many artist members it will be Open Studios as usual with exhibitors opening 

their doors to the public over the four weekends in July.   Some artists have 

chosen to ‘open by appointment’ and others have opted to participate with ‘open 

windows’ where artworks will be displayed in windows and outside spaces such 

as gazebos.   

In addition to home studios, Cambridge Open Studios are delighted to be 

partnering with The Pitt Building located on Trumpington Road in the heart of 

historic Cambridge.   The Pitt Building will be hosting a wide range of artists 

adhering to COVID guidelines over the course of the four weekends.  

Nine art galleries in the regions will also be hosting resident Open Studios artists 

over the course of the four weekends.   Further information can be found online, 

on the App and in the E-Guide Book.  

Full details of how artists will be 

participating can be found in the artist’s E-

Guide Book listing and on the App. 

New E-Guide Book Replaces Printed 

Guide & Supports App 

For the first time in the history of 

Cambridge Open Studios there will be no 

printed guide - for two reasons, the planned 

move into the digital age, and to reduce the 

number of guides to save the planet has 

been accelerated by the pandemic and fear 

of possible transmission through contact. 
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Visit https://www.camopenstudios.co.uk/ to download the E-Guide Book and 

2021 App. 

Visitors are guaranteed a warm and friendly welcome with absolutely no pressure 

whatsoever to buy.   All Cambridge Open Studios including The Pitt Building and 

participating art galleries are completely free to visitors for all ages. 

Find Out More  by visiting the website you’ll be able to see a full list of members 

along with their social handles, latest news and links to download the new E-E-

Guide Book and 2021 App.  

Follow on Twitter @CamOpenStudios Instagram @CamOpenStudios Facebook 

@CambridgeOpenStudios and look for #COSart2021  

Jo Riches 

Artists in Great Wilbraham and Surrounding Area 

Helen Clarke – Painting 

Fresh, uplifting watercolour paintings inspired by the beauty of nature - 

landscapes, wildlife, flowers and still life. Beautiful wildflower meadow.  

www.summerhouse-paintings.co.uk helen@summerhouse-paintings.co.uk 01223 

882882 

Summer House Studio 1 High Street Great Wilbraham CB21 5JD 

Working Studio : Weekends: 1, 2, 3, 4 

George A. Hamilton - Painting 

Oil painter 

georgeahamilton0@gmail.com 07740462412 

52 Station Road Fulbourn Cambridge CB21 5ES 

Working Studio : Weekends: 1, 2, 3, 4 

Jacqueline Duckworth - Printmaking/Book Arts 

See parrot above. 

Linocuts and monoprints inspired by history, legend, birds and beasts.   New 

textile work exploring pattern and tone. Prints/cards for sale.  

www.jackieduckworthart.co.uk jackie@jackieduckworthart.co.uk 07934 671739 

14 Home End Fulbourn CB21 5BS 

Working Studio : Weekends: 2, 3 

Alan Martin - Drawing 

Pastel Art; Realist Portraits, Landscapes, Dance, Sport. Weather permitting will 

exhibit some art outside.  

www.alanmartinart.co.uk Alandavidmartin@gmail.com 07812167190 

3 Home End Fulbourn CB21 5BS 

Working Studio : Weekends: 1, 2, 3, 4 

 

 

https://www.camopenstudios.co.uk/
http://www.summerhouse-paintings.co.uk/
mailto:helen@summerhouse-paintings.co.uk
mailto:georgeahamilton0@gmail.com
http://www.jackieduckworthart.co.uk/
mailto:jackie@jackieduckworthart.co.uk
http://www.alanmartinart.co.uk/
mailto:Alandavidmartin@gmail.com
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The Wilbrahams' Social Club  

At last we have been able to open the Club again.   It has been a long few months 

for us all. 

The preparation by the committee last July has made it easier to get going again 

and ensures we can adhere to all the guidelines.   As the patio is out of bounds 

except for buying drinks at the door, everyone needs to bring chairs (and rugs!) 

and spread out in groups on the recreation ground.   We encourage all to follow 

our procedures, we want everyone to keep safe.   As the guidelines change we will 

review and update our procedures. 

At the moment we are only opening on Saturdays from 1pm to about 9/10pm on 

days when there is a home cricket match and from 5pm when no cricket game. 

Home games: May 29th, June 26th, July 3rd and 24th, August 7th, 14th and 21st 

As the evenings get warmer, we hope to open another evening, and are planning to 

have some live music sessions again. 

If you are a paid-up member the fees for this year have been rolled over to next 

year.   New and lapsed members are very welcome to join and the fee is still £5. 

So if you are able to meet on the rec, come and have a drink with us.   We look 

forward to seeing you. 

The Social Club Committee 

Would you use a cycle path from 

the villages? 

Do you know (or care about) how to 

calculate your Carbon Footprint? 

As you can see, WEG has a smart 

new and bold Banner which survived 

a soaking at the very wet Farmers 

Market on 8 May.   We are hoping to 

raise our profile in our villages this 

year as we continue with the projects 

and ideas developed over the past year 

since our formation after a successful 

and well attended village meeting in 

February 2020.   That meeting 

confirmed the deep interest of many in 

our villages in the health of our local 

landscape and the environmental impact of the way we live.   A small steering 
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group has met monthly on ‘zoom’ to plan and direct some initial projects. Here is 

a Progress Report. 

In the last Warbler we mentioned our developing relationships with local farmers. 

We hope soon to have more news on that front.   New planting in both villages has 

continued, working alongside the Well-brahams Group.   We played a part in the 

recent Litter Picks in and around both villages and recently, like others, we have 

lobbied the Ely Diocese regarding the destruction caused by its contractors in the 

woodland area close to Toft Lane.  

Triangles opposite the School.  Here the Parish Council’s contractors have at our 

request removed two diseased trees, which potentially created the space to enlarge 

the parking areas there and create a wildflower area too.   We are still refining the 

project and seeking costings.   

A “Trod” in the Wilbrahams?    The circular walking route around our villages via 

the Common has become much used since the start of the pandemic – but the 

stretch along the road between the end of the Common track and the edge of Great 

Wilbraham is undoubtedly dangerous.    The Trod idea and name, borrowed from 

Norfolk County Council, is to create a very simple, low impact and hopefully low 

cost footpath to create a safe walking route.   We are working with the Parish and 

County Councils and local landowners – look out for more news on this. 

At the Farmers Market we focussed on two other issues: 

Cycle Paths.: Our Parish Councils, supported by Claire Daunton our District 

Councillor (and now County Councillor too, Congratulations Claire!) want to see 

the villages connected to at least one of the Greenway cycle routes which run from 

Cambridge out to Bottisham and Fulbourn.   Do you own a bike?   Would you use 

it more if a safe cycle path was built?   Is a route to Bottisham the priority, or to 

Fulbourn?   Would an electric bike scheme encourage you?   The County Council 

and the Greater Cambridge Partnership need convincing that a path or paths would 

be popular and well used.   We plan to help our local Councils to conduct a survey 

to prove this.  

Climate Change. We are starting to plan a series of topic-based Information 

Evenings in the Memorial Hall, potentially from the Autumn.   We would like to 

use the evenings to learn about / discuss and plan ways that we can work 

individually and also as a community to improve our immediate environment, and 

also to reduce our individual / community carbon footprint in an effort to combat 

climate change.   Potential topics include: 

- General introduction to climate science and the challenge of Net Zero  

- Community and personal carbon footprint – how to calculate this and where 

can we make savings 

- Energy use in the home – insulation / low carbon heating  

- Farming – carbon cost and soil health 
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- Biodiversity / tree planting 

- Transport - electric bikes, electric vehicles – subscription / sharing 

- Buses / on demand services 

- Walk to School scheme 

JOIN US!  TELL US WHAT INTERESTS YOU!! 

We are keen to involve everyone, young and old.   Have a look at our section of 

the Wilbrahams website or contact us www.wilbrahams.co.uk/information/weg or 

contact us by email wilbrahamseg@gmail.com or ring 880093 (Tony Goryn) 

 

Wilbraham River Protection Society News 

The WRPS committee remains busy! 

A walk along the river at present continues to yield unexpected surprises 

especially if  you are a lover of nature.   Warblers of all denominations can be 

heard, and Yellowhammers and Reed Buntings are lovely to see.   Geese honking 

and Lapwings dive bombing deer who venture too close to their nests.   Mallard 

and their tiny ducklings scampering for cover. 

In March we had a very interesting meeting with Ruth Hawksley from The 

Wildlife Trust.   This was prompted by the report commissioned by Greater 

Cambridge Chalk Streams Project.   The WRPS had some issues with the report 

and its conclusion which suggested that due to the intermittent flow in the river 

new projects would not be considered at present.   Ruth joined us to view the river 

source at Fulbourn Nature reserve and at the Temple Springs.   It was great to see 

how much work has been done at The Temple to improve the river’s health.   A 

review of the GCCS project recommendations will be taking place in the near 

future but essentially it was agreed that the most important factor for the river to 

flourish is preservation of good  flow.   Brian Jackson, a long time member of the 

committee has written to the Environment Agency to follow up on several 

previous recommendations to augment and preserve flow in the river and to 

establish again how we can improve the current situation. 

David Lomas’ short film documenting the course of the river whilst in good flow 

this winter is now available to view.   This will shortly be linked to the WRPS 

pages on the Wilbraham’s web site  www.wilbrahams.co.uk.  (follow Local Info 

then Clubs & Societies).   We are hoping to update the river website in the near 

future. 

We are so lucky to have this nature resource on our doorsteps and I urge you to 

lend your voice to its protection by joining the River Protection Society.   There is 

no charge and all you need to do is email us with your details. 

Rebecca Lomas. Secretary. bex@drcr.info 

http://www.wilbrahams.co.uk/information/weg
mailto:wilbrahamseg@gmail.com
http://www.wilbrahams.co.uk/
mailto:bex@drcr.info
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The St Nicholas Great Wilbraham Trust  

Since my last quarterly report in February, we are now gradually coming out of 

the Covid lockdown, and we look forward to arranging some new fund-raising 

events for this Summer/Autumn. 

As at 30 April 2021, the Trust’s Capital Legacy Fund was holding stocks & shares 

& cash to the value of slightly over £256,000 (at the end of February it was 

standing at just over £185,000), so the capital fund has continued to benefit from 

some strong positives, rising by 38% compared to the FTSE All Share Index that 

went up by 9% over the same period.   We continue to carefully review how best 

to safely maximise the income/dividends received from the “protected” capital, 

during these uncertain times and into the future.   The rolling annual income over 

the past 12 months amounted to £6,413 pa, slightly up (4%) on the previous 12 

months of £6,134 pa, which, over the past year of “Covid restricted dividends 

averaging by around -30%”, has been a pleasant surprise.  

Meanwhile, we continue to be very thankful to those who are making regular 

contributions to the Trust via banker’s standing orders, which currently produces a 

regular income in excess of £1,500 (including the Gift Aid Tax Refund, if you are 

a taxpayer)…all of which goes to maintaining (and sometimes improving upon) 

the fabric of St Nicholas church. 

The cash balance in the current account as at 30 April was £21,500, of which 

£15,000 has been earmarked for a new all electric space heating system to our 

church (total cost now estimated at £35,000, considerably less than the estimated 

£50,000 previously, when we had not yet received the good news from UK Power 

Networks that there is no need to upgrade the electricity supply).   The revised 

specification & estimate has now been given final approval from the Diocese, and 

the works are scheduled to be done this summer.  

The funding target remains at £35,000 for the new all electric space heating 

system, of which £31,000 has now been secured, comprising: The Trust £15,000, 

the PCC £16,000 which includes a private donation from a village family.   There 

remains a shortfall of just £4,000 to complete the funds required (the remainder of 

the Trust’s cash balance is being put towards general repairs & maintenance as 

listed under the church architect’s 2020 Quinquennial Report) … so any further 

donations, however small or large (preferably through Gift Aid), will be most 

gratefully received.    

I am pleased to announce that Gt Wilbraham’s Jeremy Davis (founder of Cantab 

Asset Management Private Client Wealth Management Services - Cantab 

(cantabam.com)), has accepted our invitation to become a trustee, and we look 

forward to him sharing with us his considerable financial investment experience to 

further benefit the managing of the Trust’s Capital Legacy Fund and all other 

matters. 

https://www.cantabam.com/services/
https://www.cantabam.com/services/
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For further information on how to make donations and how to contribute most 

efficiently to the Trust’s Capital Legacy Fund, please contact our treasurer, Tony 

Ryan, who may be contacted via email: lyansan@btinternet.com. 

With my best wishes, 

 Graham Clarke, chairman … written on Thursday 6 May 2021 

 

The Wilbrahams Bridge Club 

Bridge during the pandemic 

Bridge has been a lifesaver to so many during the pandemic as we have been able 

to continue playing throughout.   By using Bridge Base Online (BBO) and skype 

at the same time, or even Real bridge, you can keep up with friends as well as 

keeping your mind active.   Bridge also has the added advantage that you should 

not be thinking about anything else while playing and this has helped many 

through the pandemic and lockdowns.   I have friends who regularly play with 

people in Surrey, Ireland and France.   While most of us use zoom to keep up with 

friends and everyday living, bridge evades the difficulty of when it is time to leave 

the meeting! 

There has been a surge of new players both of players returning and those who are 

new to the game.   There are frequently as many as 20,00 tables playing at a time 

online. All this has to be good for the game. 

When we will be able to play in the hall again is still an unknown, but I am 

following the guidelines from the English Bridge Union closely and I am sure that 

I won’t miss any change to 

these as members of the two 

other clubs I play in are just 

as keen to find out.   

Anyone wanting to play 

online but is not sure how to 

go about it feel free to email 

me and ask. You can of 

course play with robots 

online but be warned they 

use American bidding! 

Happy Bridging, 

Di Raikes 

raikswilb@btinternet.com 
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Secure Container Self-Storage 

10ft and 20ft 
Ideal for business or private storage 
Conveniently located in Bottisham 

Call 07841 930065 or email admin@camstorage.co.uk 
 

 

mailto:admin@camstorage.co.uk
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I have a little list 

You know the feeling: you sit down at 

the computer with a large pile of work 

to do but you don’t know where to 

start, so little gets done.   Deadlines 

are helpful and people sending emails 

asking when they are likely to receive 

your reply or a report.: but sometimes 

the whole thing just gets on top of 

you. 

Election campaigning is very 

different: there are always deadlines 

and targets; no time to fuss or to think of what to do first or next, one moves on in 

military style, obeying orders of the leaders.   That’s why it’s called a campaign.  

But the exhaustion and euphoria, or disappointment, of an election is as nothing to 

the work that comes afterwards.  

I’ve been asked recently to explain what the County Council does and what the 

District does, so here’s a very short summary.  

I won’t bore you with the full list, but give some brief indication.   The county 

looks after roads, footpaths, pavements, some cycle paths and some street lights; it 

also has responsibility for adult and child social care and for some elements of 

education;  it looks after libraries and archives; it has a significant role to play on 

local public health, along with the NHS. 

The district has responsibility for most aspects of planning and enforcement, for 

social housing, for waste collection, environmental health, for community well-

being, for licensing of taxis and bars etc.   This is just a short list 

In reality there is a significant amount of overlap that owes much to the way in 

which the different tiers of local authority have grown up and are funded.   Not the 

best system or process at all: but we have to make it work, for now at least, in the 

absence of any major restructuring.   Having a councillor who is working across 

both county and district should help. I hope it will!    So what’s on the menu for 

the Wilbrahams and Six Mile Bottom in the coming months and few years? 

Here’s the list of all the things that have been raised with me 

Flooding – keeping the road drains cleared 

Road maintenance – getting a quicker response 

Repairing pavements and making footpaths safer 

HGVs – lobbying for more powers to control speed and access 

Cycle paths: in the next phase of the Greenways, getting those branches out to 

nearby villages 
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Protecting the Newmarket bus; and getting a more frequent, regular service to 

Fulbourn and Cambridge, via Teversham 

It would be wrong and foolish to indicate that all the problems associated with our 

list can be solved quickly.   Most will take quite some time, and some might not 

be solved at all, or shall we say not as one might wish.   But having the list is more 

than a prompt; knowing where one needs to go is a good start to a journey. 

Repairs to pavements and footpaths in Great Wilbraham might be a good start; 

then moving forward with the cycle path campaign.   I hope to do this together 

with the Wilbrahams Environment Group. We have made a start! 

I’ll be building on the work of our former County councillor, my good colleague, 

John Williams, who remains a District councillor with me.    

I work closely with both parish councils and am pleased to do so.   On the traffic 

and HGV issue I’ll be very pleased to work closely with both and with the 

Wilbrahams Transport Working Group (TWG), putting the group in touch with 

similar groups across the county and beyond, for exchange of information and 

ideas. 

We know so well how many good and effective groups there are working across 

our three villages, making things happen – such as the gigabit project and the 

Covid volunteer group– which as single communities we might not be able to 

achieve. 

One item not on the list above, but one we might want to think about, is the advent 

of 5G.   The District council has already been dealing with applications for the 

placing of 5G masts in parts of this Ward, and it might well happen, at some point, 

that a phone company wishes to place a 5G mast in one of our villages – Six Mile 

Bottom or Great and Little Wilbraham.  

I look forward to receiving comments.   Claire Daunton District and County 

Councillor 07905 473395  Cllr.daunton@scambs.gov.uk 

 

Wilbrahams and Six Mile Bottom 
COVID-19 Support Group  

At long last it seems that we may be emerging from the Covid-19 pandemic.   The 

UK as a whole is in a relatively good position thanks to this long period of 

lockdown and the successful vaccination programme.   There are only a handful of 

cases in South Cambridgeshire and the critical situation in Addenbrooke’s 

Hospital is now reduced.   This low level of disease is a tribute to the way in 

which people in our villages have pulled together - obeying the rules, supporting 

each other and taking up the vaccinations when offered.  

We expect that everyone is looking forward to restrictions being lifted over the 

next few weeks and the opportunity to meet up with our friends and family again. 

mailto:Cllr.daunton@scambs.gov.uk
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As we do so it is important to remember that there is still some virus around, and 

that many younger adults have yet to receive their vaccinations. 

As we look to a more normal future, we would like to thank all those who have 

volunteered to provide support during the crisis: those Local Contacts who have 

been on the end of phones ready to respond to villagers who need support and the 

many volunteers who have knocked on doors, done shopping trips and fetched 

medications.   This group will remain on hand over the next few weeks.   As it 

seems likely that the virus will be with us for many years, we will also hope to 

keep a network on standby in case things get critical again. 

In the longer term, beyond Covid, we are looking at ways of sustaining support for 

people’s well-being in the villages and how to ensure that everyone has a point of 

contact if they run into difficulties.   We will be working with the Well-brahams 

Mental Health and Well-being Group to achieve this.   We will also be staying in 

close contact with South Cambridgeshire District Council, who are keen to 

continue to support community volunteers.  

Hilary Burton and Andrew Carter (Covid Coordinators for Great Wilbraham, 

Little Wilbraham and Six Mile Bottom) 

 

The Children’s Society 
The pandemic has been catastrophic for 

Charities in general as they have had to rely on 

donations from the public without the recourse 

to the normal events which they hold to raise 

funds.   This is true of the Children’s Society 

and, further, it was unable to keep its shops open during the lockdowns.   The 

shops are normally a major source of income.  

At the local level, it was very difficult to collect all the boxes this year as no 

sooner had I managed to get some in, then there was another lockdown.   

Returning them proved just as difficult as they were either in Twelve or my house 

unable to be distributed again because of lockdown.    I did manage to collect 

them all in but if I were to stick to the usual annual timetable of taking them in, I 

would need to collect them in again now when it is not long since the boxes were 

given back.  

I was unable to hold either the usual coffee morning or the Bridge tea which 

usually make as much again as the box collection. 

As I am aware of the Charity’s need for funds, I am going to collect the boxes in 

again later in the year.   As we are fast becoming a cashless society in general and 

small change may be difficult to come by, please feel free to put a cheque in your 

box instead as quite a few of you do already.   This really does make counting the 

money easier and makes us more popular with the bank when paying in! 
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Anyone wishing to become a box holder please contact me at 

raikswilb@btinternet.com 

You only need to read the news to be aware of the levels of child abuse, poverty 

and hunger there are in our country to understand the great need this charity has 

for our support. 

Di Raikes 

 

Singing can Help with Breathing Difficulties 

Singing is a great way to improve the way you breathe and get the best from your 

lung capacity.   The Cambridge Singing for Breathing group is meeting online, 

using Zoom, on Thursday afternoons, 2.30 – 4.00.  

Kay Barrett has been leading the group for local community music charity Talking 

in Tune since May 2016.   She says:  

You don’t need any singing experience to take part.   It’s all about what it feels 

like, not what it sounds like.   The camaraderie of the group, the guided 

relaxation, the breathing exercises and the singing are so much appreciated by 

everyone, and the health benefits transfer over into daily life. 

The move to meeting online has worked really well for us.   Singers can join from 

the comfort of their own home, even when they are feeling unwell.  

You need to turn off your microphone when we sing together, but that can be very 

liberating!   You simply copy what you hear the leader singing, call and response 

style.   We also make use of multi-track recordings, so we can continue to enjoy 

rounds and harmonies. 

Do I have to pay? : Those who can afford it are invited to give a £3.50 donation 

each week, but this is not essential – we want everyone to be able to come. 

Do I have to come every week? : We know that appointments, sickness, family 

commitments and such can get in the way!   Just come when you can. 

I have Long Covid, can I join? : The gentle pace and the breathing exercises and 

relaxation can be very beneficial, but do check with your doctor or respiratory 

physio, especially if your symptoms are severe.   Do call Kay if you are unsure. 

How do I join? : Simply contact Kay at 

singingforbreathingcambridge@gmail.com or call 07845 726975 for further 

information and to receive the Zoom link each week. 

You can find out more at www.singingforbreathing.wordpress.com  

or https://www.facebook.com/singingforlunghealthcambridge/  

Kay Barrett 

 

mailto:singingforbreathingcambridge@gmail.com
http://www.singingforbreathing.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/singingforlunghealthcambridge/
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A view from the garden 

Oh, how different from a year ago.   After a long wet spell since last Autumn, the 

expectation for getting something done in the garden was dealt a cruel blow in 

April.   A stubborn and intransigent Winter refused to say goodbye, treating us to 

a run of continuous early morning frosts and cold northerly winds.   Also, in the 

mix we had little rain.   The result has been little plant growth this Spring.   All 

experienced gardeners know that you have to ‘go with the flow’ and take 

opportunities when they arise.   When we do get a warm spell, be sure that 

everything will race ahead to make up for lost time.   Not everything has been 

delayed however.   I’ve heard the cuckoo and a chiff-chaff  at the beginning of 

May fresh from their overseas travels, and I’m looking forward to the return of 

swifts and flycatchers.  

In the vegetable garden the broad beans and peas look good from an early march 

sowing, but smaller seeds had to wait to the end of April before conditions were 

fit.   In early January, I took advantage of the covered space in my polytunnel to 

sow early cabbage, lettuce and peas, which should provide a welcome bite before 

the outdoor crops come into their own.   Now is the time to sow biennials like 

sweet williams and wallflowers to make sturdy plants for autumn, and of course 

annual bedding plants should be able go out from the beginning of June. 

Evergreen perennials can be pruned now to stimulate growth and help to shape the 

plant.   You can also cut back any of the early flowering shrubs such a forsythia to 

help set the scene for next year.  

Nigel Start 

 

Bottisham Carpet Bowls Club 

We have had good news from Bottisham Village College and we should be 

starting bowling at the beginning of September.   Starting on Wednesday evening, 

as yet we have not received any information regarding the start of League 

matches.   We will keep members informed. 

All equipment provided and anyone interested in joining us on a Wednesday 

evening , 7.15 pm at the Village College, please contact any of committee 

members listed the below; 

Peter Hofton     Richard Nichols Nora Watson 

 01223 811191    01223 812158  01223 812121 

 

Solution to Word Polygon, page 45 

Lockdown, clown, cowl, down, know, kwon, lown, wold, wonk, wood, 
wool 

https://www.thewordfinder.com/define/clown
https://www.thewordfinder.com/define/cowl
https://www.thewordfinder.com/define/down
https://www.thewordfinder.com/define/know
https://www.thewordfinder.com/define/kwon
https://www.thewordfinder.com/define/lown
https://www.thewordfinder.com/define/wold
https://www.thewordfinder.com/define/wonk
https://www.thewordfinder.com/define/wood
https://www.thewordfinder.com/define/wool


62 

 

Cambridge Sustainable Food 

Ever wondered if what you eat really has an effect on climate change? 

Yes it does! 

Cambridge Sustainable Food have teamed up with Sustain, Sustainable Food 

Places and South Cambridgeshire District Council, to run a campaign across 

Cambridgeshire this Summer, promoting the reduction of Co2 emissions by 

adopting a climate diet. 

The world’s food system is responsible for over one quarter of the planet-warming 

greenhouse gases that humans generate each year.   That includes raising and 

harvesting all the plants, animals and animal products we eat, as well as 

processing, packaging and shipping that food all over the world.  

If you eat food, you’re part of this system. 

What is a climate diet?  

A Climate Diet will help to transform the global food system.   Developed by the 

International Eat Lancet Commission, it aims to achieve healthy and sustainable 

diets for nearly 10 billion people by 2050.  

The diet embraces plants as a source of protein, recommending at least 125 grams 

of beans, lentils, peas and other nuts or legumes per day, and a reduction in 

consumption of red meat/poultry/fish to an average of 70 grams per day.  

A diet rich in plant-based foods and with fewer animal-source foods offers both 

improved health and environmental benefits. 

What is happening? 

We will challenge you to commit to eating a climate diet.   You can take part for 

just 1 week or challenge yourself for a whole month!    Don’t worry if you don’t 

know how, we will support you with meal-plans, recipes and tips! 

Throughout the month-long campaign there will be various events to take part in, 

including talks and demos from local chefs and experts, film-screenings and other 

exciting activities! 

How to take part... 

Launching on Friday 16th July.    Sign up to take part on our website from 1st 

July.    We will keep our website updated with news of the campaign throughout 

July and August. 

See what difference a climate diet can make to you and your planet. 

For more information please contact: bea@cambridgesustainablefood.org 

Bea Brown 

 

mailto:bea@cambridgesustainablefood.org
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When you're not here 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                  Best wishes, Emma Gant 

 

 

 
The Wilbrahams Website 

Great Wilbraham : Little Wilbraham : Six Mile Bottom 

April turned to January and May started cold and wet but, as we head toward 

summer and the easing of lockdown, we all look forward to enjoying new 

freedoms, making the most of our beautiful surroundings, feeling some warmth 

from the sun as we rekindle friendships and at last meet up with those loved ones 

living at a distance. 

Life may be different to how it was pre Covid, but we have the chance to 

rediscover and renew; and this is just as pertinent for our village website.   All the 

village editors look forward to refreshing the site, updating the information held 

and repopulating the village events calendar.   Do please continue to send in your 

news and event schedules so we can update the site with your club meetings, 

social, sporting, and fundraising events, as well as other village activities.  

While the website suffered a little stagnation during Covid, it did not hibernate 

completely.   Much has happened during this time in and around our villages.   We 

When you're not here 

I do cleaning and gin 

When you're not here 

I do not feel all that sin 

When you're not here 

I do as I like 

When you are here  

All I feel is fear! 

 

I can't be me 

When we are two 

It's only us 

I'm with you 

 

I don't exist  

we're a pair 

I am not me 

I am not there 

 

The me I am 

The way I feel 

It's just not true 

Is just not real 

 

If you are here 

I bite my tongue 

If love is fear 

Then it has won 

 

It's not alone  

I need to be  

But on my own 

I am just me. 

 

The me I am 

The way I feel 

It's just not true 

Is just not real 

 

If you are here 

I bite my tongue 

If love is fear 

Then it has won 

 

It's not alone  

I need to be  

But on my own 

I am just me. 
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have had some popular and powerful posts over the lockdown period, reinforcing 

the energy and talent within our villages’ combined population. 

Everyone was delighted to have a second series in The Know your Neighbour 

talks; the Village Litter Pick garnered support as did The Well-brahams’ 

Playground Planting Project, and there was excitement to read of the Social Club 

reopening.   Well done to all those getting us energised with the successful 

Gigabit Wilbrahams bid, a service we will all welcome.   Would that you could do 

the same for mobile signals in the villages!   The Gardening Club was delighted to 

report that new members joined following their recent posts and the HGV group 

enjoyed an excellent response to their news item.   What would we do without our 

Warbler?   I believe plans are afoot to improve the online experience. 

Photos make all the difference when posting news, and while this was especially 

the case during lockdown, please do keep them coming.   In fact, it would be good 

to feature “Photo of the month”.   And what about all our fantastic local artists?   

It would be great to see and hear what they have been working on recently and 

likewise those keen gardeners and allotment holders.  

Our website should be a comprehensive community resource with village news, 

village events and a directory of local businesses.   If you think something may be 

missing, please get in touch: https://www.wilbrahams.co.uk/  

Siobhan Hall, Website Editor , hall.siobhangww@gmail.com 

 

 

List of Advertisers 

Advertiser      Page 

Andy’s Fulbourn Garage     33 

Chapel Dental       33 

ColourFence Cambridge     48 

Ernest Doe      44 

Fisher Carpets      20 

Fulbourn Feline Services     20 

J & J Drake      36 

PRE Heating Services     40 

Rothwells        8 

Secure Storage      56 

SMB GAS      36 

The Upholstery Barn     36 

Tutor         8 

Wheelie Fresh Bins       8 

Wilbraham Boiler Services      6 

Woodland Wishes     56 

https://www.wilbrahams.co.uk/
mailto:hall.siobhangww@gmail.com
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Community Group Contact Details 

Great Wilbraham Common Rights                 Steve Bartlett 881096 

       stephen.bartlett@mindworks.ltd.uk 

Great Wilbraham Guild of Change Ringers   Peter Sims 

       ptrs28@googlemail.com 

Great Wilbraham Primary School        Office: 880408 

Great Wilbraham Oil Syndicate         Chris Gurney 

       chris.gurney@tylers.net 

Little Wilbraham Oil Syndicate         Sue Lee, lwoilgroup@gmail.com 

GW Primary School PTFA Eleanor Laws 

eleanorlws@gmail.com 

Volunteer Group          Pat Simpson pas49@cam.ac.uk  

Weenie Warblers Mother & Toddler Group   Sarah Fordham, 880698 

The Well-brahams          www.thewell-brahams.weebly.com 

            well.brahams@gmail.com 

Wilbrahams’ Bridge Club         Di Raikes, 881065 

Wibrahams’ Community Choir         Gill Humphrey 811436 

Wilbraham’ Gardening Club         Jackie Beadsmoore, 880889 

Wilbrahams’ Memorial Hall         Shirley Morley, 880723 

Wilbrahams’ Scrabble          The Harmers, 880934 

Wilbrahams’ Sports Club         Roddy Tippen 880728 

 

Wilbrahams’ Warbler Editors 
John Bramwell 

83 High Street, Little Wilbraham, Cambridge CB21 5JY; 01223812426 

Martin A. Gienke 

Iceni Cottage, 46 Church Street, Great Wilbraham, Cambridge CB21 5JQ; 01223882426 

John Torode 

7 High Street, Little Wilbraham, Cambridge CB21 5JY; 01223812059; 07886103132 

Deadline for the Autumn 

Monday 9 August 2021 
Email contributions or adverts to; 

bramwell@globalnet.co.uk 

martin@gienke.net 

johnboy_torode@hotmail.com> 

Hand-written or typed contributions can be handed in or posted to the editors. 

 

mailto:stephen.bartlett@mindworks.ltd.uk
mailto:ptrs28@googlemail.com
mailto:chris.gurney@tylers.net
mailto:lwoilgroup@gmail.com
mailto:eleanorlws@gmail.com
mailto:pas49@cam.ac.uk
http://www.thewell-brahams.weebly.com/
mailto:%09%09%09%09%09%20%20%20%20%20%20%20well.brahams@gmail.com
mailto:bramwell@globalnet.co.uk
mailto:martin@gienke.net
mailto:johnboy_torode@hotmail.com
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Bus Service 18 
Tuesday & Friday 

Lt. Wilbraham 
To Newmarket 

Newmarket to 
Lt. Wilbraham 

Little Wilbraham, Manor Close 09.30 14.30 

Great Wilbraham, Church St. 09.35 14.25 

Fulbourn, Six Bells 09.40 14.20 

Fulbourn, Bakers Arms 09.45 14.15 

Teversham, Ferndale 09.47 14.13 

Teversham, Marshall’s Close 09.50 14.10 

Newmarket Road, Park & Ride 09.55 14.05 

Newmarket Road, Park & Ride 10.00 14.00 

Teversham, Marshall’s Close 10.05 13.55 

Teversham, Ferndale 10.08 13.52 

Fulbourn, Bakers Arms 10.10 13.50 

Fulbourn, Six Bells 10.15 13.45 

Great Wilbraham, Church St. 10.20 13.40 

Little Wilbraham, Manor Close 10.25 13.35 

Six Mile Bottom, Tree Tops 10.30 13.30 

Newmarket, Guineas Bus Station 10.45 13.15 

 

The Wilbrahams - Cambridge 

(via Park and Ride) 

Monday- 
Friday 

Saturday 

Six Mile Bottom, London Road 06.58 07.58 

Little Wilbraham, Manor Close 07.04 08.04 

Great Wilbraham, Carpenters Arms 07.08 08.08 

Cambridge Drummer Street D2 07.42 08.42 

   

Cambridge Drummer Street D1 17.39 17.39 

Great Wilbraham, Carpenters Arms 18.13 18.13 

Little Wilbraham, Manor Close 18.17 18.17 

Six Mile Bottom, London Road 18.23 18.23 

 

Disclaimer 
While every care is taken in preparing the content of this magazine, the editors disclaim 

all warranties, expressed or implied, as to the accuracy of the information in any of the 

content. It also (to the extent permitted by law) shall not be liable for any losses or 

damages arising from the use of, or reliance on, the information in the form of articles, 

letters or adverts within the magazine. The adverts are provided for convenience only. 

We do not sponsor, endorse or otherwise approve of any information or statements 

appearing in the magazine. The editors are not responsible for the availability of, or the 

content located on or through, any advert. 
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