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1. The County Council’s new Director of Public Health for Cambridgeshire County Council 
and Peterborough City Council has been announced.  Jyoti Atri, currently Interim Executive 
Director of Public Health Wales, was the standout candidate in an extremely strong field of 
applicants for the post.  She has previously been Director of Public Health for Sandwell 
Council and has held a number of senior roles in the NHS in West Midlands, where she also 
completed her public health training.  Prior to that, Jyoti held a number of public health 
research and analytical roles across London. 
 
2. A special social media event has helped to raise awareness that rapid Covid testing is 
available to everyone, with messages reaching over 100,000 people. As part of both 
councils’ work to promote rapid testing and the need for everyone to test twice weekly, a 
Tweetathon was held on our Twitter accounts (@CambsCC and @PeterboroughCC) on 
Friday 23 April. Throughout the day messages were posted focussed on rapid testing and 
how members of the public can access it. Messages had the hashtag #rapidtestcambs and 
#rapidtestpboro and highlighted how rapid testing will help everyone to stay safe and assist 
the planned easing of lockdown restrictions. 
 
3. The number of children in Cambridgeshire offered a place at one of their preferred primary 
schools this September has increased.  More were offered their first choice school – 94.5 
per cent – than last year’s 93.7 per cent. This year 99 per cent were offered a place at one of 
their three chosen schools, compared with 98.6 per cent last year. The proportion of pupils in 
Cambridgeshire offered a place at one of their first two choices was also up – from 97.9 per 
cent last year to 98.4 per cent this year. Cambridgeshire County Council received 6,420 
applications for primary school places this year, compared with 6,820 in 2020. 
 
4. A jetty that will make it easier and quicker for people to ride or walk across the city has 
opened as part of the flagship Chisholm Trail. The jetty, which connects the footpath 
between Stourbridge Common and Ditton Meadows beside the River Cam, is now available 
to use to allow people to walk and cycle across the common. It follows the creation of the 
transformational new underpass at Newmarket Road, which was delivered from start to 
finish in just seven days. Contractors began work on 26 March and had excavated the site in 
just 24 hours before laying the foundations of the 25m long underpass. A 500 tonne crane 
lifted 28 concrete units into place to form the underpass, before the area was refilled with 
3000 tonnes of soil and material. The Newmarket Road carriageway was reinstated and 
reopened on 2 April.  
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