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Minutes of 2021 Great Wilbraham Annual Parish Meeting 

Held on Thursday 22nd April Virtually at 7.30pm 

 

Present: Stephen Bartlett (Chairman), Sally Ramus, Roddy Tippen, Claire Jackman, Sam Dhaliwal and Emma Gant 

District Councillor County Councillor John Williams 

District Councillors Claire Daunton & Graham cone 

Members of the public: 12 parishioners were in attendance. 

The clerk, Natalie Mulvey was in attendance 

1. Welcome – S Bartlett welcomed everyone to the meeting.  He explained that there had been some 

changes since the last meeting back in 2019.  No meeting was held in 2020 due to COVID-19. 

2. Apologies for absence – None 

3. An introduction to the Parish Council: Chairman Stephen Bartlett 

S Bartlett introduced members of the Parish Council and the clerk. 

4. Parish Council: Finance report – Clerk Natalie Mulvey   

The clerk explained that the accounts for 2020-2021 are finalised and the annual return has been 

prepared.  On the APM meeting page of the website there is a summary of the Parish Council’s finances, 

including details of payments and receipts. The information details funds held at the end of the year, 

including a sum of £1,918 Section 106 money.   

The clerk highlighted that the Parish Council has money available to support community groups for 

projects that will be of benefit to residents of Great Wilbraham. If you are a part of a community group or 

project and feel you have a funding need, please look at the policy.  The Parish Council did not receive 

many applications for grant funding in the year, however, £333 was granted to support the Wilbrahams 

Memorial Hall in planting trees on the recreation ground. 

The Parish Council’s finances are in good shape with a precept of £30,188 being set for 2021/2022.   The 

Parish Council has £10,000 in reserve to support any speed reducing initiatives. In addition, it is 

anticipating that significant work will be needed on village trees and the Parish Cemetery.   

Canalbs has been appointed for the internal audit this year, which is scheduled to take place at the end of 

May.  Following this, the annual return will be submitted for external audit by PKF Littlejohn.  A copy of 

the annual return and audits will be displayed on the noticeboard and website.   

5. Great Wilbraham Report on the last year from the Parish Council, Community Groups and the Village 

Charities. 

 S Bartlett thanked community groups for providing reports which will be included under the APM section 

of the www.wilbrahams.co.uk website.  

• Cllr Cone District report for APM 2021 

• Cllr Daunton & Cllr Williams District report for APM 2021 

• County Councillor report for APM 2021 

• Great Wilbraham Anne Ward and the Benstead Charities report 2021 

• Warbler report for APM 2021 

• St Nicholas Great Wilbraham Trust report to APM 2021 

• Well-brahams report for the APM 2021 

• Wilbrahams’ Environmental Group report for the APM 2021 

http://www.wilbrahams.co.uk/
http://www.wilbrahams.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Annual-report-to-Parish-Council-from-District-Councilor-Graham-Cone-2018-19.pdf
http://www.wilbrahams.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Cllr-Daunton-and-Cllr-Williams-District-Report-to-Gt-Wilbraham-APM.pdf
http://www.wilbrahams.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/County-Councillor-Report-to-Great-Wibraham-APM-2019.pdf
http://www.wilbrahams.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Great-Wilbraham-Anne-Ward-and-the-Benstead-Charities-report-for-APM-2019.pdf
http://www.wilbrahams.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Warbler-report-for-GW-Parish-meeting-18.4.19-APM.pdf
http://www.wilbrahams.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/St-Nicholas-Great-Wilbraham-Trust-report-to-Great-Wilbraham-PC-APM-2019.pdf
http://www.wilbrahams.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Well-brahams-Report-for-the-APM-2019_.pdf
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S Bartlett explained that the Parish Council hopes to invite community groups to meet with the Parish 

Council in person when restrictions have been lifted.  Although it has been a strange year for everyone, 

some great work and wonderful community spirit has been seen.  Many people have generously given 

their time and members of the Parish Council wish to record thanks to anyone who has supported 

residents. 

 

Two COVID volunteer groups were established one for Great Wilbraham and the other for Little 

Wilbraham and Six Mile Bottom but they have worked closely together.  It is hoped that some sort of 

support system can be maintained in the future.   Members were grateful and wished to thank everyone 

involved in these groups.   Members also wished to thank both District and County Councillors for all their 

considerable work and support. 

 
6. To discuss Parish Council communication with residents – S Bartlett invited residents to comment on the 

Parish Council’s communication with residents.  S Dhaliwal raised his concern over how well the Parish 

Council had communicated informal information, using the example of the Gigabit survey.  All agreed it 

was important to ensure that information reached everyone in the village and that the full range of tools 

be used.  During the Gigabit campaign, there had been a leaflet drop, residents had been invited to Zoom 

meetings, Facebook and the website had been used to promote the activity.  S Ramus felt that a leaflet 

drop was key as not everyone had access online.  A resident felt that links with community groups should 

be utilised to share information. 

7.  To discuss the Village Trees and Hedges – S Bartlett raised the issue of homeowners and their overgrown 

trees and hedges some of which were overhanging pathways.  S Bartlett asked whether residents were 

concerned about the problem and advised that the Parish Council writes to offenders asking for them to 

cut their trees / hedges back when necessary. He asked whether residents wished the Parish Council to 

take further action, if following the contact, no action is taken.  A resident questioned the cost of acting 

and whether this could be afforded.  It was suggested that any branches removed should be offered back 

to the landowner.  A resident questioned whether legal action is an option?  A resident raised their 

concerns over the tree clearance work that has taken place on the Glebe Land. A resident requested the 

Parish Council to write to Carter Jonas to establish their plan, if there is one, for continued access by the 

public? 

8. To report of the Gigabit Voucher Scheme – S Dhaliwal gave an update and confirmed that the build was 

going ahead.  Although it is at the planning stage, Cambridge Fibre have requested if they can store some 

of their equipment in Great Wilbraham.  A resident wanted to thank S Dhaliwal for all his work and effort 

on this project. 

9. To review progress on the items considered at the 2019 Annual Parish Meeting 

 ° Traffic calming – what is our Speed Awareness Device telling us? S Bartlett advised that reports 

from the speeding awareness device showed that most vehicles travelling through the village 

adhered to the speed limit.  However, what the device was not able to show is the damage the 

vehicles could do as they pass, or the type of vehicle.  Pavements in the village are narrow and 

bumpy and whilst traffic may be in line with the speed limits, walking in the village feels dangerous.  

Unfortunately, the local highways application recently submitted (for speed reducing measures by 

the school and along Church Street) had not been successful.  The Parish Council has offered to fund 

50% of the cost and has money in reserves to support this commitment.  S Bartlett has met with a 

member of the LA highways team, and they have acknowledged the poor condition of the 

pavements and have committed to repair areas of concern.  The Parish Council will consider what 

other measures can be achieved.  The device will continue to collect data to support future 
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initiatives.  A resident believed that the SAD acted as a deterrent as well as collecting data. 

 ° Transport Working Group – S Bartlett introduced members of the Transport Working Group and 

asked them to update residents on their progress. They explained that the group has completed a 

leaflet drop in the village and remained confident that something could be done to alleviate the 

problem.  They are planning a day survey to collect data in the village.  Obtaining background 

information from other sources had proved difficult.  The group had been in contact with other 

Parish Councils to see how they had dealt with similar problems. Members of the group believed 

that it would be possible to see within six months if it is possible to have an impact. The aim of the 

work is to reduce the impact of the HGVs on the village rather than banning them.  The group will 

be conducting a resident survey and hoped to receive a significant response to support the 

campaign.  They reported that other Parishes had been successful in forming voluntary agreements 

with companies whose vehicles were causing some of the problems.   The group will continue to 

keep the Parish Council informed of further findings.  

 ° Parking near the Church and school - an update? A member of the Wilbrahams Environmental 

Group explained that the group had emerged initially to improve the grass triangles by the school.  

They confirmed that the work will start with the removal of some diseased trees but believed this 

will be delayed due to the nesting season. They have approached Cambridgeshire County Council to 

see if they will be allowed to plant some wildflowers in their verges.  They are also exploring the 

option of converting some of the grass area by the school to parking spaces.  

 ° Affordable Homes – what, if anything, should we do? S Bartlett advised over the years there has 

been interest in the concept of affordable homes.  The Parish Council is faced with a dilemma of 

how to grow the village and considers the available options regularly.  S Bartlett asked for residents 

to share their thoughts.  A resident asked about community land trusts. Members of the Parish 

Council were aware of this process but reported that South Cambs do not generally use this option.  

Apparently East Cambs had used community land trusts well.  A resident asked for clarification on 

the definition of affordable houses?  S Bartlett explained that the definition is being looked at 

critically.  Many small villages in South Cambs are struggling with houses being extended making 

them unaffordable to younger families.  Downsizing is being investigated as part of the Local Plan.  

In South Cambs there was an issue over land ownership and cost of land.  It was reported that 

Fulbourn has been successful in developing a rural exception site.  S Bartlett advised that S Kelly 

(SCDC Director of Planning) had attended a Parish Council Meeting and it had been an extremely 

useful session.  Members of the Parish Council hoped to continue the positive dialogue with him. 

 ° Our well-being – can we become a more caring community? S Bartlett reported on the fantastic 

effort made by residents in supporting the community and felt it would be a shame if this were not 

captured and retained.  A member of the Well-brahams group thanked everyone who took part in 

the litter pick.  R Tippen asked whether the group felt residents had different needs during the 

lockdown.  The group will be re-evaluating their aims in May following the lifting of the lockdown 

restrictions but had found they had been successful in allowing people to speak openly about 

loneliness and mental health.  Some residents had reported their disappointment that some of the 

editions of the Warbler were not circulated as widely as usual in printed form due to the pandemic, 

however it was available online.   S Bartlett thanked the Well-brahams for their hardwork and 

commitment. 

 ° Cycle ways – an update on the lack of progress – S Bartlett reported that despite the enthusiasm in 

the village for a cycle path, we were no further forward.  Until there is further clarity, it is not 

possible to make any significant headway.  The transport working group’s findings may prove 

helpful in supporting this concept.  C Daunton reported the hub and spokes arrangements have 
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been agreed but they do not extend out to the Wilbrahams yet.  R McCubbin has been in 

discussions with the WEG and there is a commitment on both sides to survey residents. 

10. To report on Wilbrahams’ Environmental Group’s (WEG) proposal for a Trod – S Bartlett advised that 

Norfolk County Council use Trods extensively.  A trod is an unobtrusive low impact footpath on the verge.    

A member of the WEG reported that they were investigating a safer pedestrian path from the garage to 

the common, which has been used informally during the past year.  The path would make it easier for 

people walk a loop to Little Wilbraham.  It has worked in Norfolk and the group has been in touch with the 

Cambridgeshire LA engineer who could not see any immediate objections.  Further investigation is taking 

place on cost and establishing resident opinion. Residents asked questions and showed their support for 

the proposal. 

11. Any other business  

A Memorial Hall Trustee reported that the hall will be officially allowed to open from 17th May.  The 

Farmers Market will continue on the second Saturday of the month.  S Dhaliwal asked if it would be 

appropriate to have a celebration.  A tea party to celebrate 100 years of the Memorial Hall had been 

postponed but would be rearranged for the end of June and it was hoped that this would be a welcome 

celebration for the whole community. 

S Bartlett advised that correspondence had been received reporting that it had now been agreed that the 

best performing site for the Cambridge Wastewater Treatment plant is the site to the north of the A14 

between Fen Ditton and Horningsea.  A working party had been established to review this proposal and if 

anyone wanted to know more information to contact the Parish Council. 

The meeting closed at 10.44pm   


