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Report to Great Wilbraham Parish Council from District Councillors Claire Daunton and  

John Williams for the year 2020-2021. 

This report covers the last 12 months of activity by South Cambs District Council (SCDC) and by us, 

Claire Daunton and John Williams, your District Councillors (LibDems). As District Councillors in the 

Fen Ditton and Fulbourn Ward, we are very pleased to represent Great Wilbraham. We also 

represent Little Wilbraham, Six Mile Bottom, Fulbourn, Teversham, Quy, Horningsea and Fen 

Ditton. We have prepared reports for and attended all the regular meetings of parish councils; and 

attended additional meetings on specific topics. 

COVID and ITS IMPACT 

The year has been dominated by the coronavirus pandemic. SCDC has been highly active in the 

local government response to the pandemic and has responded quickly and flexibly to the 

changing circumstances. Significant numbers of Council officers have been redeployed from their 

usual duties to dealing directly and urgently with the Covid response, such as the Business 

Recovery team and the Communities team. Although this has meant some disruption to normal 

council services, most have been delivered in a timely way and we hope that local residents have 

not been too severely affected.  

1. Community Volunteers 

One of the most heartening things that has come out of the pandemic has been the terrific 

volunteer community response. It was estimated that, at the height of the Covid emergency, over 

4,500 people were engaged across South Cambridgeshire in helping their fellow citizens get 

through the worst of the crisis. Great Wilbraham was blessed with an excellent group, which was 

well organised and highly effective, working well with the parish council.  We would like to record 

our thanks to  all of those who stepped up and made such a difference.  

Now that there appears to be an end to the lockdown and the vaccination programme is reducing 

the infection risk , SCDC is looking forward and examining how the community response might be 

continued into the recovery period. In the coming weeks, council officers will be contacting 

volunteers to ask them for their views on this. It is appreciated that many will be very tired and 

looking forward to a break and this is understandable. It may be that a different set of residents 
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step up and continue the work. Whatever local groups will decide, SCDC will support them in 

whatever way it can.  

 

2. Covid Recovery Grants for Villages: 

SCDC has just launched an additional Community Chest grant programme specifically for Covid 

Recovery and has put £30,000 in the pot. The aim is to help local community groups and parish 

councils resume activities  that might have been stopped due to Covid or which have tailed off in 

recent months.   The Council’s Grants Advisory Committee temporarily amended the rules around 

the eligibility criteria for its Community Chest Grant scheme for the next two months to allow 

applications for these grants of up to £2,000.   

  

Previously, few parish councils could apply to the scheme as the criteria stipulated they had to 

have fewer than 160 registered electors. But for the next eight weeks, it will be open to all parish 

councils and community groups – including new ones that are now setting up. Applications are 

being accepted until 10 May 2021, with submissions being reviewed at the May 28 Grants 

Advisory Committee meeting. Applying for a Covid Recovery Community Chest Grant is the same 

as applying for a standard Community Chest Grant. The applicant simply selects which type of 

grant they are applying for at the start of the process with all other criteria being the same. See 

https://www.scambs.gov.uk/community-development/grants/community-chest-grants/ 

 

Meanwhile, the normal Community Chest Grant scheme continues to run for community groups 

for a maximum grant of £1,000. We continue to encourage community groups to apply. 

 

3. Covid Business Grants 

SCDC has paid out a total of £10,570,066 in Government business grants to 4,447 businesses since 

November.   

SCDC has paid £3,550,204 out of their £4,594,889 discretionary/hardship allocation and we are 

awaiting details of what further monies we can expect and what activities and businesses it will be 

able to help. 

 

https://www.scambs.gov.uk/community-development/grants/community-chest-grants/
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We continue to do everything we can to support all businesses regardless of their size or turnover 

through our website, our newsletter and by direct contact with our expert business support team - 

we have advised a staggering 2000 businesses over the past 12 months. 

On top of this we have been running a series of 7 Business Webinars and are planning 7 more with 

the one  in July entitled Rebuilding the Greater Cambridge Supply Chain post Covid.  

It will  focus on the Food and Drinks sector and so should be of great interest to our pubs, 

restaurants and takeaways.  Further information to follow.  

 

4. Business rates relief 

On 25 March, the Government announced £1.5 billion further funding for councils to provide 

additional targeted support to those businesses that have not already received business rates 

relief.  The funding will be allocated to councils based on the stock of properties in the area whose 

sectors have been affected by the coronavirus outbreak and they will use their knowledge to make 

awards to local businesses. The Government will work with and support local government to 

enable ratepayers to apply as soon as possible this year. 

 

5. Workplace testing programme expands to offer free rapid home testing 

On 28 March the Government announced that, from 6 April, the workplace testing programme 

will supply home test kits to companies with over ten workers where it is not possible to set up 

testing on-site. This could be due to a lack of space or because a company operates across 

multiple sites.  Over 60,000 businesses across the country have already registered their interest to 

provide rapid tests to key workers. Businesses are encouraged to register before 12 April in order 

to access free tests until the end of June, even if they’re not yet open or are not able to start using 

the tests straight away. 

FINANCE 

South Cambs Financial Year 2020/21 

• Last April 2020 the District council precept was set at £150.31 for a Band D property a £5 

increase on the 2019/20 precept.  The 2020/2021 General Fund Revenue Budget based on 

known commitments and planned levels of service/functions predicted in February 2020 

resulted in a Budget Requirement of £24.350 million was needed to be met from 

Government Grants and Local Taxation.   
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• The Covid 19 pandemic severely impacted on this and the actual out turn figure for 

2020/21 was £25.180 million.  Additional costs arising from Covid 19 were covered by the 

Government.  However, loss of income has been partially covered by the Government.  As a 

result a contribution from the General Fund Reserve was needed to balance the books. 

• Due to the uncertainty of the Covid 19 lockdown on the District council’s cash flow Parish 

Council were asked in April if they could receive the second quarter of their precept in June.  

In the event this was not necessary and it was paid as soon as possible in May. Although 

not required the council was grateful for the offers of support from parish councils. 

•  

SCDC BUSINESS PLAN:  achievements  

Created a Business Team of 4 to support local businesses with contact and advice 

provided to well over 2,000 businesses throughout the Covid-19 pandemic. 

• 66 new Council homes completed (10 at Great Abington, 9 at Foxton, 4 at West 

Wickham, 5 at Teversham, 6 at Toft and 32 at Hardwick) exceeding target of 50. 

• Zero Carbon Strategy was adopted by Full Council in May 2020 and an action plan 

has been now been developed.  Including LED conversion for SCDC street lights and 

electric vehicles for waste. 

• New employee benefits portal and employee assistance helpline launched in April 

2020. Target of 70% first time recruitment has been achieved. 

• Mobile Warden Scheme Target of 3 new schemes exceeded, with 7 new schemes up 

and running, increasing coverage to a further 20 villages.  

• In this Ward, schemes are in place in both Fulbourn and Teversham.  By supporting 

people in their homes, the wardens help them to live in familiar surroundings for 

longer.  The Council is also looking at ways of working in the longer-term with 

support organisations to continue with this increased number of schemes and to 

reach other parts of the District. 

•  

FLOODING 

Although the Covid response has played a huge part of all our lives in the last 12 months, there 

have also been other very notable events, as well as the ‘normal ’casework. One of these notable 

events was the flooding some areas experienced on more than one occasion. The exceptional 

amount of rain that fell during certain periods of the year tested the drainage systems of many of 
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our villages to the limit and beyond. Whilst the local authority response to the emergency worked 

as planned, as the category 1 responder to such events, SCDC is in talks with Anglian Water, the 

Environment Agency, the County Council and parish councils to see how these can be improved. 

There will also be a review of (privately owned) riparian watercourses to make sure that they are 

not obstructed and an impediment to drainage.  

TRAFFIC 

The issue of increased traffic, and particularly of delivery vans, trucks and lorries through the 

Wilbrahams, has become prominent in the past year. It is clear that the problem goes back many 

years (Councillor Willliams campaigned successfully in the past for HGV restriction signs) but has 

intensified recently, partly due to the pandemic and the increased use of home delivery, but also 

for broader reasons.  There are significant local concerns over the size and weight of the HGV 

traffic, in particular, and the effect these have on residents and the general environment of the 

villages. These concerns are also evident in other villages across the District and we have provided 

contact with these villages for the Wilbrahams. 

We have been liaising closely with the Transport Working Group and the parish council to facilitate 

the work of evidence-gathering concerning the size of the problem. We put down a motion to 

District Council, which was approved, and as a consequence letters have been sent to the 

Secretary of State for Transport and the County Council asking that the problems of HGV traffic be 

recognized and be taken into account fully in relation to relevant legislation and in relation to 

County measures to enforce restrictions and to support road engineering to mitigate the problem. 

We will continue to follow up these issues and to engage fully with the TWG as and when they 

request support. 

CYCLING 

We put forward a bid to the County for short-term, Covid-related funding from central 

government for a temporary cycle route to Bottisham, in the hope that this might lead to 

consideration of a longer-term solution for cycle access to the city. Although a very good case was 

made, the funds were given to other communities. We have, however, continued to work with 

residents in both villages who are campaigning for better cycle access. We have been advised that 

evidence of use and some more information on possible routes needs to be gathered and 

presented. Residents are working on this. In the meantime, we have asked the Greater Cambridge 



 

 6 

Partnership (GCP), the body ow funding the major cycle routes, the Greenways, to commit to 

funding village connectivity to these routes. This connectivity is now reflected in GCP plans for 

future cycle funding. 

 

The GCP is currently looking at easier access to the city from the East, with improved bus services 

on Newmarket Road and improved walking and cycling from there into the city. We now need 

greater connectivity between villages. 

 

PLANNING 

1. Local Plan 

During the course of the past year significant strides have been made in the preparation of the 

next Local Plan for Greater Cambridge, including South Cambs and the city. The Local Plan sets out 

where new housing and infrastructure developments should be, providing the reasons for these 

decisions and giving details of the methods and evidence used for arriving at the decisions. In 

drawing up the Local Plan, officers and councillors consult very widely with other central and local 

government agencies, with architects, developers, landowners, providers of utilities, and most 

notably with residents. The latter consultations take the form of webinars, roadshows, community 

forum meetings, question and answer session, as well as more local meetings. This year the 

opportunities for engagement have been severely curtailed because of the pandemic, but the 

attendance at on-line forum meetings and at webinars has been excellent, leading to constructive 

engagement. It is always worth checking the relevant page on the Greater Cambridge Planning 

website, and we always provide relevant updates in our reports to parish councils. 

https://www.greatercambridgeplanning.org/emerging-plans-and-guidance/greater-cambridge-

local-plan/ 

 

This year in particular there has been a focus on gathering evidence to support decisions on the 

‘call for sites’. This is the call put out every five years to property- and land-owners to ask if they 

wish to put any of their land to the Councils (City and South Cambs) for consideration as suitable 

for housing development.  The number of sites submitted was 658. Only a small proportion of 

those will come through the very rigorous evidence-testing procedure which takes into account, 

viability, infrastructure, natural environment, connectivity, amongst other criteria. This process is 

going on at the moment and is expected to take several more months.  
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With respect to Great Wilbraham, one site (a proposal for 18 houses) has been put forward. 

Another site has been put forward in Little Wilbraham., with a proposal for six houses. For Six Mile 

Bottom there is a proposal for up to 8, 000 houses on a very large site which cuts across both 

District and County boundaries. These are simply proposals at the moment, nothing more.  

 

2. SCDC 5 Year Housing Land Supply. 

During the period that SCDC did not have a 5 year housing land supply (up to May 2018)  it was  

very difficult to refuse planning applications, and a number of developments were given approval 

that were not welcomed.  Although a 5 year housing and supply was secured later in 2018,  we 

have been concerned that Covid might have slowed down the building of new homes . The very 

good news is that it was confirmed earlier this month that Greater Cambridge area (S Cambs and 

Cambridge City) has a land supply of 6.1 years.  

 

 

ENVIRONMENT 

Being ‘Green to our core ’ 

One of the priorities for the present administration at SCDC was a commitment to being ‘Green to 

our core’. In early 2021 we released details of our ‘Doubling Nature ’strategy  

Some of the projects that we have in the pipeline have, inevitably, been delayed by the 

coronavirus pandemic but we have still delivered on a number of our commitments:  

All SCDC street lighting is being replaced by low energy LED lights. This is nearing completion and 

should give a reduction of 60% of energy usage and a commensurate saving in parish councils ’

street-lighting energy bills.  

We have completed an audit of the energy efficiency of existing council housing stock and will 

soon begin a campaign of improvement, beginning with enhanced insulation for the poorest 

performing properties. This will have the dual benefit of reducing carbon emissions and helping 

council tenants with their fuel bills.  

The ‘greening ’of South Cambs Hall has been delayed by Covid but should be completed in the 

coming year. This will retrofit renewable energy generation and energy-saving measures with the 
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objective of reducing by up to 50% the amount of CO2 used to heat and light the council’s home 

(with commensurate cost- savings too).  

We have purchased an electric bin lorry – one of the first local authorities to do so – and with an 

option to purchase others. The performance of the vehicle is still being evaluated but, so far, it has 

exceeded expectations. These vehicles have a much higher upfront cost but running costs are 

considerably lower and should be cost neutral over the vehicles ’lifespan. There are plans to install 

solar PV panels (planned 2021- 22) as a renewable source of electricity to charge the vehicles, 

which will add to the financial case as well as the considerable environmental one.  

Our Zero-Carbon Communities Grant scheme has been very successful. In the last year, almost 

£100,000 of grant funding has been made available to 17 parish councils and community group 

projectsto help them with carbon reduction and energy efficiency measures. The scheme for 2021-

22 opens on 10 May 2021 and funding will be available for community buildings, tree Planting and 

other initiatives to reduce carbon emissions. https://www.scambs.gov.uk/nature-and-climate-

change/zero-carbon-communities/zero- carbon-communities-grant/  

Combined Authority Climate Change Commission. 

The report of the CPCA Climate Commission has now been published and is available on line and 

we wait to see how many of the recommendations are accepted.  It is indeed ambitious but makes 

the point very strongly that we are past the point of being able to choose not to do things to 

protect the environment. One of the key points that will affect us all is prioritising sustainable 

travel (electric, cycling, walking) over road schemes when considering new investments.  They also 

said that new homes had to be built to higher energy efficiency standards and older homes had to 

be improved so that they use much less energy. The commission also noted the huge significance 

of the Fenland Peat area and the opportunities to stimulate farming methods which would sustain 

the peat and stop it drying out which releases vast quantities of carbon into the atmosphere.  

SCDC is supporting the UNESCO Fen Biosphere project which will protect this nationally significant 

asset.  

 

INFRASTRUCTURE Projects 

1. East West Rail 

The East West Railway Company has at last announced their detailed routes for the new railway 

line from Bedford to Cambridge, including the route alignments that they prefer. We will be 
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scrutinising these plans carefully to assess what impact they will have on our local communities 

and see what the benefits to our area can be. 

 

At SCDC we have supported the building of a new line from Oxford to Cambridge and beyond 

because we do need more east-west connectivity, and a new railway can undoubtedly provide the 

backbone of better and more sustainable transport across the region. In particular, when 

Cambridge South Station is completed, East West Rail will be key to the ongoing growth of the 

Cambridge Biomedical Campus. However, it is vital that this new line contributes fully to the move 

to zero carbon from day one and that arguably means that the line should be designed to be 

electrified or hydrogen powered   Many thousands of residents of Cambridgeshire are potentially 

affected by the routes being consulted on and we would encourage participation. 

  

2. Cambridge Waste Water Treatment Plant Relocation (CWWTPR) 

The decision to move the waste water treatment plant from its current location alongside the A14, 

adjacent to Cambridge North rail station was, effectively taken in 2015, under a previous 

administration. IT was agreed that the large brownfield site, which crosses the City/South Cambs 

border should be put forward for development. The decision being taken, a Housing Infrastructure 

(HIF) bid was put forward to government, under the auspices of the Mayor and Combined 

Authority, and the Government approved the bid in March 2018. The success of this bid and the 

release of a significant amount (ca. £198M) of central government funding for the site, will allow 

for this development to proceed. Separately, loan funding will be made available to Anglian Water 

to enable them to effect the move to a new site 

 

During the course of the year the site-selection process has been taken forward by Anglian Water 

who engaged with parishes, resident groups and others across the northern part of the District. As 

District Councillors we were involved in many of those meetings; but we were not given any more 

details than the published information available to residents and that added in local meetings. 

We did not support the choice of the Honey Hill site on the grounds of traffic and pollution, 

landscape, engineering and the general effect of this choice on the immediate communities and 

others close by. But it is important to note that this was a consultation and a choice led by Anglian 

Water on grounds relevant to the move of a major utility, a project of national significance. 
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The District Council, as a Council and statutory consultee, has not yet been offered the chance to 

comment. This comes at the next stage of the consultation when Anglian Water will present its 

site to the Planning Committee for comment. It is not the District or City or County Council that 

makes the final decision, but the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local 

Government. 

 

It is important that we as District Councillors ensure that Anglian Water, planning authorities and 

the Secretary of State are aware that the site put forward will need a significant amount of funding 

if all the necessary mitigation measures are to be put in place and if Anglian Water is to fulfill all 

the undertakings it has given to residents concerning odour, traffic, green environment, size and 

design of the plant, cycling and walking infrastructure. 

 

CAM Metro. 

If you read the local Cambridge Press you will be aware of the Mayor’s plans to build a Metro at a 

cost of between £2bn and £4bn.  A report indicates that the bulk of the funding will come from 

something called ‘land value capture’ from building a number (we think between 5 and 7) new 

garden villages in S Cambs and Huntingdon. The CA is not a planning authority and so cannot 

determine where such development will go, if indeed they go anywhere.  

 

Committee Membership 

Councillor Williams has continued to serve as a Cabinet member of the District council as Lead 

Member for Finance and Staffing. This is big commitment and involves membership of or 

attendance at a number of committees, including: Audit and Corporate Governance, Employment 

and Staffing, the Grants Advisory Committee and the Investment Advisory Board. In addition he 

regularly attends the Scrutiny and Overview Committee and is a substitute on the Joint 

Development Control Committee. 

 

Councillor Daunton is a member of the following District Council committees: Civic Affairs, 

Employment and Staffing, the Grants Advisory Committee, Scrutiny and Overview, Community 

Safety Partnership. She also serves on the Police and Crime Commission Panel for Cambridgeshire 

and Peterborough and on the County Archives and Local Area Studies Group. In addition, she is a 
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member of the Joint Development Control Committee, the planning committee that considers 

applications for strategic sites that cross the city and South Cambs borders, such as the Marleigh 

development on Newmarket Road or the proposed extension of ARM on Fulbourn Road. 

 

VILLAGE WORK 

Sometimes work in the village community consists of assisting groups with access to information 

or grant applications, or supporting then in other ways. However, much of our input concerns 

individual casework: helping residents with housing or planning concerns or other personal issues. 

These cannot easily be reported on in public but are a very significant part of our remit and of our 

commitment to residents and the community more broadly. It might be a matter of unlocking 

delays or easing a chain of communication with officers or with a committee; or it can mean 

offering support or advice in other ways. Throughout the year we have taken up calls for 

assistance and carried them through, whether they have come from individuals or community 

groups. 

 

This year, as one example, we have helped with resident parking in Church Close, helping to repair 

infrastructure and ensure that any concerns over hard or soft landscaping that is in the care of 

South Cambs are dealt with.  

REMOTE MEETINGS 

Moving to remote meetings has allowed all of us to protect our councillors, our officers and the 

public which is surely just as important now as it was 12 months ago.  Very few councils will have 

large enough spaces to allow all of the elected members to participate in meetings whilst at the 

same time socially distancing.  Some parish councils would normally meet in very small venues, 

impossible under the current restrictions.  On top of this we have seen increased participation 

from members of the public in our meetings many of whom may not have been able to attend 

meetings prior to the pandemic and it would seem a retrograde step to tell them they cannot 

participate from home and can only do so in person. It now appears that having told us that 

remote meetings should not continue, the government is consulting further on the matter. We 

cannot predict what the situation will be when we come to write out next Annual Report. 

 

Thanks 
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We would like to thank all those with whom we have worked this year: community groups in the 

village, many individuals, individual parish councillors but particularly the chair and the clerk. We 

are grateful for everyone’s help and support  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

•  
• No Government grant. 
• Savings planned of £5m next few 

years 
• £2m identified so additional £3m 

• Plan to generate a quarter of the 
money the Council spends on 
services from investments within 
five years. 

• By the end of March 2024, 
Council investments are 
forecasted to return an income of 
just over £5 million a year which 
will be used to protect the 
services people want and need. 
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