
County Councillor Report to Gt Wilbraham Parish Council 
 

1. Cambridgeshire County Council is increasing its share of Council Tax by £40.59 a year for 
a Band D property, or 78p per week.  The Government is giving Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough less money to repair our roads next financial year. 
 
2. Schools across Cambridgeshire re-opened their doors on March 8.  The Director for 
Education for Cambridgeshire and Peterborough held a session with around 400 school staff 
to go through the latest Government guidance and answer any questions in order to facilitate 
a smooth return. 
 
There is additional help to support the COVID testing process. Children will do three tests at 
school, followed by home testing. Test and trace will continue. The number of positive cases 
in schools last term was relatively low, helped by good ventilation and schools’ rigorous 
approach to cleaning. There have been some small changes since last term but head 
teachers have been advised as to what they need to do differently, including guidance 
around face coverings. 
 
Guidance is still emerging on examinations and testing. Both councils recognise this is a 
difficult time for students and will be sharing this guidance as soon as they can. 
 
3. The highways contract with Skanska finishes at the end of this financial year and will be 
replaced by M Group Services.  This has come about because Skanska has sold its local 
authority contracts to M Group Services.  Due diligence of M Group Services has given no 
cause for concern regarding its financial circumstances and staff will be Tuped from 
Skanska.  I hope this will improve staff retention and moral which has been low since 
Skanska announced it was disposing of its highway contracts some two years ago.  
Information about M Group Service can be found at: https://mgroupservices.com/ 
 
4. The Newmarket bus (route 18) which runs on Tuesdays and Fridays, the first journey from 
Little Wilbraham to Teversham is now running onto to the Fulbourn Tesco superstore where 
it will wait 30 minutes for shopping before returning on its journey to Newmarket.  As a result 
the times of the journey to Newmarket in the morning have been changed to run about 30 
minutes later.  The afternoon return journey from Newmarket is not affected. 
 
From 1st April the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Combined Authority will take over 
direct control of all transport matters in the county including the contracting of bus services.  
Currently this is still being done by the county for the combined authority.  So from 1st April 
the control and future of the 18 service will rest with the Mayor.. 
 
5. As if the prospect of the end of lockdown wasn’t enough excitement to look forward to, this 
year also sees Census 2021 on March 21st.  
 
6. In partnership, Cambridgeshire County Council, Peterborough City Council, Cambridge 
2030, the Cambs Youth Panel, Cambridge Digital Partnership and Cambridgeshire Culture 
Foundation have launched the campaign to encourage businesses and residents to donate 
spare laptops and/or make a financial contribution to purchase new equipment to support 
young people in Cambridgeshire and Peterborough who do not have access to a computer 
or the internet at home. 
 
Our target is to secure sufficient funding and resources to ensure that every child and young 
person in Cambridgeshire and Peterborough has both the equipment and access to 
broadband that they need to maintain continuity of their learning and education in their 
homes.   As of last week 352 laptops had been donated. 
 

https://mgroupservices.com/


There are two ways businesses and residents can help us make a difference: 
  
Laptop donations 
We are working with Libraries in Cambridgeshire and Peterborough to allow residents and 
businesses to drop their unwanted laptop(s) off at their local library - a list of locations can be 
found below: 
  
Cambridgeshire: https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/libraries-leisure-
culture/libraries/visit-a-library  
Peterborough: https://vivacity-peterborough.com/libraries-archives/your-local-library/  
  
After laptops are donated, they will be delivered to the Cambs Youth Panel where all data 
will be securely wiped from them in line with the guidance provided by the National Cyber 
Security Centre before they are repurposed ready for a child or young person to use. 
  
If donors would like their laptop to go to a named school or a school in a particular area, they 
should include this information when they leave it at the collection point. 
  
Financial donations 
If residents and businesses would like to help in another way, we welcome financial 
donations to assist us in purchasing refurbished laptops and 4G routers for internet access 
for Peterborough children and young people. We now have a portal whereby businesses, 
other public bodies and individuals can make a donation in a fast, secure way. To make a 
financial donation visit: https://www.gofundme.com/f/cambridgeshire-laptops-for-children 
  
For enquiries about the appeal please email: LaptopsForChildren@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 
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