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The past year has clearly been a difficult one for many people 
in the Fen Ditton and Fulbourn ward.  Many people will know 
someone who has died of Covid, suffered with Covid, lost 
their job or had to shut a business.  Clearly the effect on 
wider society and mental health has been huge.  Sometimes 
you don’t realise how important things are until they are 
taken away.  Being able to meet someone for a coffee or have 
a chat with friends at the pub and many other things that we 
would normally take for granted have stopped due to the 
pandemic or have a huge impact on social isolation, loneliness 
or just being able to talk things through with someone.   
 
As the District Councillor for the Fen Ditton and Fulbourn 
ward, I have been heartened by the huge amounts of kindness 
and community spirit that has been shown throughout the 
villages that I represent.  I have done my best to work with 
community groups to make sure people got prescriptions, had 
someone to talk to or got their food parcel delivered.  I 
played my part in calling residents on the shielded list to 
make sure they knew what services were available to them 
and contacted businesses across the ward to make sure that 
they were aware of grants being provided by the Government.  
 
At my full-time job on site at Addenbrookes Hospital, I have 
seen first-hand the effect that the Coronavirus has had on 
patients and their relatives that could no longer visit loved 
ones or be with them when they were attending their really 
difficult cancer treatment.  I have also witnessed and worked 
with the teams that were providing treatments during the 
pandemic sweating under PPE but still getting the job done.   
 
A short time into the pandemic I put myself forward to take 
part in the Astra-Zeneca vaccine trial.  My role was just as a 
guinea pig but it allowed me to see the huge effort behind the 



scenes that went into producing the vaccine in a short space 
of time.  I have been really proud of this country’s effort in 
rolling out the vaccine programme which will undoubtedly 
save thousands of people dying from Covid.   
 

My role at South Cambridgeshire District Council is as an 
opposition Councillor and Deputy Leader of the Conservative 
group. I have tried very hard in opposition to support the 
Liberal Democrat controlled Council where we agree and not 
just oppose for the sake of opposing, as you will see from 
reports over the past year available on the Parish Council 
website. I want South Cambridgeshire to continue to be one 
of the best places to live in the UK with huge employment 
opportunities and rural villages where people want to live 
close to a vibrant city.  Our district in some ways is a victim 
of its own success with many of the employees working in 
skilled jobs (whether that be on a science park, 
Addenbrooke’s site or through one of the big employers like 
Arm) wanting to live here making this a high cost of living 
area.  
 
My life as a District Councillor is a very busy one, I have tried 
really hard to attend Parish Council meetings in all the 
villages I represent throughout the year.  I also sit on three 
committees at the council, Licensing, Scrutiny and 
Environment.  
 

As District Councillor I have been involved in a number of 
local issues that residents have brought to my attention.  
These issues have ranged from concerns around local repair 
works, speeding, maintenance such as grass cutting, youth 
projects, street lamps, lobbying for cycle ways and answering 
questions on welfare and taxation.  Specifically, within the 
ward I have made representations and worked with officers 
and developers on a whole range of issues such as the water 
treatment plant, the Ida Darwin development and cycle 
greenways.  
 


