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Public Service Contact Details 

Emergency Police, Fire or Ambulance     999 

Community Support Officer PCSO Julie Hajredini 101 ext. 7113441 
 

The Surgery, Bottisham 

Mon-Fri: 08:30 am to 6.00 pm 

Enquiries/Appointments :  810030 

 

Fulbourn Health Centre 

Mon-Fri: 08:30 am to 6.00 pm 

Enquiries/Appointments :  880216 

Out-of-hours / Urgent Care 

Cambridgeshire 
NHS Direct                        111 

  
 

Anglican Church Rev Alice Goodman 880337 

Lay Minister: Steve Mashford, 882163 

Baptist Church  

www.re-new.me.uk  

info@re-new.me.uk 

Peter Wells, 812388, 

pandawells@cheerful.com   

Rev Keith Morrison, 813055 

Rev Alan Brand, 812558 

Great Wilbraham Parish Council 

Chairman Stephen Bartlett  881096       

chairGW@wilbrahams.co.uk 

Clerk Natalie Mulvey   07887813702 

clerkGW@wilbrahams.co.uk 

Little Wilbraham & Six Mile Bottom Parish Council 

Chairman Dave Humphrey 07775 764 988 

chairLW@wilbrahams.co.uk 

Clerk Hayley Livermore 07725080631 

clerkLW@wilbrahams.co.uk 
 

County Councillor John Williams 01223 880940 

john.williams@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 

District Councillors Claire Daunton 07905473395 

Cllr.Daunton@scambs.gov.uk 

Graham Cone 07595361285 

grahamcone@aol.com 

John Williams 01223 880940 

john.williams@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 

MP Lucy Frazer lucy.frazer.mp@parliament.uk 

cover photo by Chris Fell 

Other photos by Chris Fell, Martin Gienke & contributors 

Printed by Burwell Community Print Centre 

http://www.re-new.me.uk/
mailto:info@re-new.me.uk
mailto:pandawells@cheerful.com
mailto:chairGW@wilbrahams.co.uk
mailto:Cllr.Daunton@scambs.gov.uk
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Editorial 

Welcome to the winter edition of the Warbler, and apologies for the slight delay in 

delivery, complying with the lockdown requirements.   As I write this we are half-

way through a second lockdown.   It’s difficult to be optimistic after the ups and 

downs of this year, but the vaccines look to be coming good, both in effectiveness 

and availability.   Fingers crossed.   In the meantime, quite a dilemma for 

Christmas; ‘self isolation’ or let rip and party.   People will probably opt for a 

sensible option which suits their circumstances, somewhere between the two 

extremes. 

People over the lockdowns have been getting their needle and thread out.   The 

outer covers of this edition feature a Tapestry organised by the Parish churches of 

Fulbourn and the Wilbrahams during the first lockdown and people of all ages and 

abilities were encouraged to take part.   There is an article giving more details and 

also a report of the work of our very own patchwork and quilting group who have 

not been idle despite not having the use of the Memorial Hall.   An impressive 

piece of work by Patricia Simpson is featured on the inside back cover. 

John Beardsmore writes about Who looks after St Nicholas church.   He says that 

the Church of St Nicholas PCC is grateful to everyone whose efforts and 

contributions have made the work since 2015 possible but there is still a lot more 

to do. 

There are tributes to Angela and Richard Wright, and Jean Plumb, all well known 

to villagers.   I would also like to say how sorry I am to hear about the death of a 

keen supporter of Wilbraham Warriors football team, Graham Cowdrey, whose 

son Michael played for the Warriors. 

There are several articles about Christmas and the lead up to it, including an 

exclusive interview with Father Christmas.   He explains his various names, his 

staffing arrangements during this year, the covid restrictions, the transport 

arrangements and he reveals his favourite landing places in the Wilbrahams and 

Six Mile Bottom.   So, children and adults alike, if you are out late on Christmas 

Eve or early on Christmas day look out for him. 

The mobile library service is back and details of the pre-order arrangements are 

included on page 57.   We have the usual reports from the parish councils, local 

councillor and our MP. Little Wilbraham and Six Mile Bottom PC are meeting 

monthly during the pandemic, unheard of before.    There is a small word puzzle 

and the solutions to this and the crossword are included on page 62. 

During Advent there is the Winter Wonder Walk, details  inside, and last year’s 

winning window by Sarah Fordham  is included on the inside front cover. 

The outer covers of this issue have been designed so that it can be viewed as a 

Christmas card from the editors to all our readers. 

A Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.   John Torode 
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Christmas 

Oh no I can’t believe that’s the date. 

I’ve normally done everything and not left it too late. 

Whatever shall I get everyone this year? 

Shall I get a present for Floss, no fear! 

There’s fruit to buy for puddings and cakes, 

Could buy them but not like home baked. 

I’ve checked the decorations, they’ll have to do. 

Well perhaps I will buy a bauble or two. 

Off to the shops, presents to buy. 

Won’t please everyone so don’t try. 

Well everything is ready so let’s have fun 

Happy Christmas and God bless you, everyone. 

Greta Rees 

 

Letters 
Dear Editors 

We would like to express our sincere thanks and appreciation for all the kind 

words and support we have received following the sad loss of Vivien. 

Although the funeral was held under Covid rules it was heartwarming to have so 

many friends attending inside and outside the church.   It meant a great deal to us. 

Following everyone’s generosity we have been able to send a donation to Cancer 

Research for £1,150. 

Thank you.    Stan, Andrew, Amanda and family. 

 

 

Go get it! 

From these letters make words of three or more 
letters, always using the central letter.   You can 
only use each letter once.   There is one word 
which uses all the letters.   There are at least 15 
words. 
Solution on page 62 

 

I 
A                 C 

E 
C                 V 

N 



7 

 

NOTICE BOARD 

BIN COLLECTIONS 

Black bins 

Monday 14 December 

Monday 28 December 

Tuesday 12 January 

Monday 25 January 

Monday 8 February 

Monday 22 February 

Blue and green bins 

Monday 7 December 

Wednesday 6 January 

Monday I February 

Blue bins only 

Monday 21 December 

Monday 18 January 

Monday 15 February 

DATES FOR WINTER 2020/21 

Saturday 12 December  Farmers’ Market 

Friday 18 December Autumn Term ends 

Friday 25 December Christmas day 

Saturday 26 December Boxing Day 

Monday 28 December Bank Holiday 

Monday 4 January Spring Term begins 

Monday 25 January Burns Night 

Monday 15- 

Friday19 February Half Term 

14 February  Valentines Day 

16 February  Shrove Tuesday 

17 February  Ash Wednesday 

 

 

LW&SMB Parish Council 

The next meetings will be held on via Zoom  

10th December, 13th January, 10th February.   

All at 7.30pm. 
See full report on page 23 

Mobile Library is back 

The mobile library stops at Great Wilbraham opposite the playground on the 3rd 

Thursday in the month 11.10 – 11.40am.  It then moves on to Little Wilbraham 

11.50am -12.15pm.    For Six Mile Bottom, the stop is Delaware Close, every 

1st Tuesday 11.35am – 12.00noon.  See page 57 for further details 

 

GW Parish Council 

The next meeting will be held on 21st January 

2021, at 7.30pm via Zoom. 

See full report on page 9 

Wilbrahams Memorial Hall 

The AGM meeting will be held on via Zoom on 7 December at 7.30pm 

booking.wilbrahamsmemorialhall@gmail.com  

See full report on page 14 

 

Farmers Market 

The next Famers 

Market meetings will 

be held at the 

Wilbrahams Memorial 

Hall on Saturday 12th 

December 10.00am – 

12 .00 noon. 

 

mailto:booking.wilbrahamsmemorialhall@gmail.com
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Experienced tutor: 
Fully qualified former primary school        
teacher and home educator based in 
Little Wilbraham 
  Expertise in:  
       Primary  
       Key Stage 3: Maths, English, 
                               History & Geography 
        Study skills & revision techniques 

For information and to arrange a free 
meeting/consultation contact: 

Anne-Marie McCubbin BA(Hons) PGCE 
 email: 
info@wingstoflyeducation.co.uk  
 tel:       01223 811939 

 

 

Carpet Cleaning & 
Stone Floor, Upholstery, Rugs 
A few points that make us stand out, 

 

Rothwell’s has been in business since 

1993 
We’re an honest local family firm. 
Our large truck mounted machines 

mean more cleaning & drying power 
for the best results possible. 

Members of both the NCCA and TACCA. 
We will move the furniture. 

100% satisfaction or it’s FREE. 
 

Call Oliver and Max Campbell for expert 
help today. 

01223 832 928 
www.Rothwells.biz 

 

Dave “Sooty” Sadler 

Professional Chimney Sweep 
Service Established 1980 

All Types of Chimneys Swept 
Brush and Vac 

Approved User of the Rodtech 
UK Ltd Power Sweeping 

System 
Public Liability Insurance 

Certificates Issued 
Covering All Areas 

For the Most Prompt & Reliable 
Service 

Contact me: 
Tel: 01638 552573 

MOB: 07783912234 
Email sootysad@hotmail.com 

Or Book via my website 
www.sootysad.co.uk 

mailto:sootysad@hotmail.com
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Great Wilbraham Parish Council  

Co-option of New Parish Councillor – Simarjit Dhaliwal 

The Parish Council are pleased to announce that at the September meeting 

Simarjit Dhaliwal was co-opted as a Parish Councillor.   

Sam has lived in Great Wilbraham since 2008 with his wife and 3 daughters.  He 

loves living in the village and would like to make a difference by serving the 

community.   Although he has no prior experience as a Councillor, he is hoping to 

bring his people skills and experience to listen to the concerns of the community 

and by working together with them trying to address them.   Sam has a keen 

interest in cycling and participated in a 400km charity bicycle ride in the Canadian 

Rocky Mountains to raise money for Cancer research.   He has already written to 

the local MP regarding a cycle path for the village and is keen to champion this 

cause. 

Members of the Parish Council are looking forward to working with Sam and 

embracing his enthusiasm and energy for the role.   

Parish Councillor Vacancy 

The Parish Council still has one vacancy and are keen to fill this as soon as 

possible.   If you would like to learn more about the role please contact the Clerk, 

Natalie Mulvey, clerkGW@wilbrahams.co.uk or any councillor.   To apply you 

will need to complete an application form and submit this along with a statement 

of why you wish to be a Parish Councillor and any relevant skills and interests 

you possess.   

Flooding 

Should you suffer with flooding in the coming months, it may be possible for the 

county council to investigate the cause of flooding and/or offer advice.   Any 

flooding issues can be reported through the website link below.   All reports are 

assessed against the eligibility criteria and Cambridge County Council will advise 

you on whether a formal flood investigation will be undertaken. 

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/business/planning-and-development/flood-

and-water/report-a-

flood#:~:text=To%20report%20river%20flooding%20you,warning%20informatio

n%20for%20your%20area. 

To report flooding on roads and footpaths (the highway), please use the separate 

highways reporting system.   This system should also be used to report any defects 

on the highway including potholes and blocked gullies.  

http://www2.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/HighwaysReports/Highways/ReportProblem

1.aspx 

 

mailto:clerkGW@wilbrahams.co.uk
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/business/planning-and-development/flood-and-water/report-a-flood#:~:text=To%20report%20river%20flooding%20you,warning%20information%20for%20your%20area
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/business/planning-and-development/flood-and-water/report-a-flood#:~:text=To%20report%20river%20flooding%20you,warning%20information%20for%20your%20area
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/business/planning-and-development/flood-and-water/report-a-flood#:~:text=To%20report%20river%20flooding%20you,warning%20information%20for%20your%20area
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/business/planning-and-development/flood-and-water/report-a-flood#:~:text=To%20report%20river%20flooding%20you,warning%20information%20for%20your%20area
http://www2.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/HighwaysReports/Highways/ReportProblem1.aspx
http://www2.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/HighwaysReports/Highways/ReportProblem1.aspx
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Wilbrahams Website 

Martin Gienke has decided to retire as an editor of the Wilbrahams' 

Website.   Members of the Parish Council would like to thank Martin for all his 

work and efforts on the project. 

Members are also grateful to Siobhan Hall who has kindly agreed to support the 

villages and fulfil this invaluable role.   If you have any questions or have a report 

you would like posted on the website please contact her via 

email hall.siobhangww@gmail.com. 

Defibrillator 

This is a reminder that the village has a defibrillator situated on the wall of the 

Memorial Hall.   This can be accessed in emergency situations concerning a heart 

related problem.   Hopefully, it will never be needed, but please store this location 

in your memory bank and spread the word so that all are aware that this valuable 

life-saving machine can be accessed quickly and easily.   Instructions are on the 

outside of the casing and you will be fully led through the procedure.   

Parish Council Meetings via video conferencing 

Due to the current restrictions Great Wilbraham Parish Council will continue to 

hold their meetings via Zoom.   If you would like to join a virtual meeting, the ID 

and password can be found on the meeting agenda.   

Meetings of the Parish Council are not public meetings, but members of the public 

have a statutory right to attend meetings of the council as observers.   However, as 

part of its community engagement, Great Wilbraham Parish Council includes on 

the agenda 10 minutes for public participation when members of the public are 

invited to speak.   To help with the smooth running of the virtual meetings we do 

ask for any questions be submitted in writing to the Chairman of the Parish 

Council or the Parish Clerk no later than 24 hours before the scheduled start time 

of the relevant Council or Committee meeting.   

If you would like any help in joining a GWPC meeting, please do not hesitate to 

contact the Clerk. 

Overgrown hedges 

The Parish Council often receives complaints about overgrown hedges obstructing 

pavements and public footpaths around the village.   These obstructions can be a 

real hazard to the partially sighted and users of wheelchairs and pushchairs. 

Please can all residents in Great Wilbraham check their hedges and other shrubs to 

make sure that they are not over-grown.   If your hedge is, please take the time to 

cut back any sections, which do cause obstructions for pedestrians, or visual 

impediments to drivers and/or road signs. 

 

 

mailto:hall.siobhangww@gmail.com
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Next Council Meeting 

The next scheduled full council meeting will be held on Thursday 21st January 

2021 at 7.30pm via Zoom (if restrictions are still in place).   All residents are very 

welcome to attend.   

Please check the Parish website for regular updates - www.wilbrahams.co.uk 

Natalie Mulvey, Clerk Great Wilbraham Parish Council 

 

Wilbrahams and Six Mile Bottom  
Covid Support Group 

The Covid support group for the villages continues to operate.   Our system of 

support based on local contacts and volunteers in every area is still in place and 

we have a great team all ready and willing to help – with shopping, prescriptions 

or just a friendly chat.   All households have received a leaflet containing local 

contact details, but if in doubt do phone either of the coordinators. 

We are now focusing on how to support villagers’ mental well-being through the 

winter, as restrictions continue and we face shorter days and long periods tied to 

our homes.’   We know that the Social Club and some of the community groups 

have continued to operate as far as they can – and there have been some well 

supported events such as the Farmers’ Market.  

As a support group, we are planning to hold coffee mornings (some real and some 

virtual), specifically for people who are feeling isolated.   We know that many 

people are still very concerned about venturing out, and so we will ensure that 

these events are very safe and that people feel secure.   We do hope that this will 

make a difference to people’s well-being.   Please get in touch if you would like to 

take part. 

Other information about activities and opportunities is also posted on the village 

website and on Facebook. 

We realise that many people find it difficult to ask for help, but please do feel able 

to do so.   Our volunteers are ready and waiting.   If you have any queries, 

concerns or ideas, please contact either of us. 

Hilary Burton (Coordinator for Great Wilbraham. Tel 07710787917 email 

hb384@cam.ac.uk) 

Andrew Carter (Coordinator for Little Wilbraham. Tel 07749 046499 email 

apc48@cam.ac.uk) 

6D : (3) No whistle without it   14D : (5) Pager goes off 

16D : (8) Encourage dogs towards space, make sure they are not poisonous 

27A : (4) Hard to cook anything if it sounds like the pan has one 

 

http://www.wilbrahams.co.uk/
mailto:apc48@cam.ac.uk
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Great Wilbraham CE (VC) 

Primary School 
Headteacher: Mr Richard Brown BEd (Hons) NPQH 

Great Wilbraham C of E Primary School, Church Street, Great Wilbraham, 

Cambridge, CB21 5JQ, 01223 880408 

It has been the strangest start to an academic year in my career but one that has 

had positives.   As always, it has been a delight to welcome back the children, 

including those whom we hadn’t been able to see in person since March.   This of 

course, was due to the first lockdown and only specific groups of children were 

allowed back into schools in June and July.  

At the school we have created a robust risk assessment which was approved by the 

County Council, thanks to staff and the Full Governing Body for their 

contributions.   In particular, I would like to thank Brendan Reid, our Chair of 

Governors, and my leadership team of Mrs Crisp and Mrs Neish who have been 

very helpful and supportive.   We have implemented a one-way system, visitors 

are asked to wear face masks and we have flexible drop off and pick up windows 

to spread the flow of families on and off the site.   

On site, we have procedures for children throughout the day which aid distancing 

between ‘bubbles’, staggered lunch and break times and lots more handwashing 

all following the national guidelines.   Assemblies now take place virtually, either 

recorded or live – the children love seeing each other on the interactive 

whiteboards for our Friday celebration assemblies.   The children and families 

have been incredibly supportive of the measures we have put in place to keep 

everyone safe and there have been very understanding and encouraging messages 

sent to school which have been very much appreciated. 

Parent consultations have also taken place online and although there were teething 

problems, the overall response was a positive one.   Rev Alice, Father Miles and 

the team at the Church produced a YouTube Harvest Festival this year and I was 

amazed at the generosity of the community with the donations that were still made 

regardless of the current situation. 

The PTFA have been creative with their fundraising and the Piece of Cake Virtual 

Marathon over the summer was a great idea and children loved getting the 

medals!   There are still plans for a repeat of the Wonderful Wilbraham Winter 

Window Walk during December – albeit a socially distanced one and 

considerations for the latest regulations will of course be adhered to.   

We are really pleased to inform you that January will see the reopening of our 

nursery provision and we look forward to welcoming Nursery children for 
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mornings only – contact the office for details.   January is also the deadline for the 

first round of Reception places for September 2021, I would strongly urge parents 

to make their application in time regardless of which school they choose to ensure 

their choice is known to the admissions team at Cambridgeshire county Council. 

Lastly, one of the biggest impacts on me personally over the last few weeks has 

not been Covid-19 related but the birth of my daughter Dorothea, just before half 

term.   I would like to thank everyone for their kind messages and I have 

completed my paternity leave with just a few extra eye bags.  

I would finally like to take this opportunity to wish you all a very Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

   Richard Brown 

 

Wilbrahams’ Winter Wonder Walk 2020 
An Advent Calendar Walk to Christmas 

After last year’s success, the Wilbrahams’ Winter Wonder Walk is back for 

Christmas 2020!   See Sarah Fordham’s winning window last year inside the 

cover. 

On each day from 1st to 24th of 

December a different house or 

business will display an advent 

window between 9am to 9pm for 

visitors to see.   Visitors to the 

windows will be able to record those 

they have seen on specially designed 

Advent Sheets, which all houses in the 

Wilbrahams should have received 

before Dec 1st.   The Advent Sheet is 

also available as a PDF.  

There will be prizes awarded for the best window display (as voted for by the 

visitors), most visited windows and an adult and children’s prize draw for anyone 

visiting at least seven windows.  There will also be collections for Jimmy’s Night 

Shelter and for Great Wilbraham Primary School. 

We would like to see all villagers out walking and enjoying the windows in this 

year’s Winter Wonder Walk! 

Lotta and Eleanor / Great Wilbraham Primary School PTFA 

(wilbrahamptfa@gmail.com) 

mailto:wilbrahamptfa@gmail.com


14 

 

 

Angle End, Gt Wilbraham                       
www.hall.gtwilbraham.net 

At the time of writing, we are halfway through ‘Lockdown 2’- so it is eerily quiet 

in the Memorial Hall.   The Hall has been fully prepared for use within 

Coronavirus restrictions, so once the current restrictions are relaxed (hopefully) in 

early December, some limited, socially distanced use can resume.   We hope that 

this will include Weenie Warblers Toddler Group who are planning to start up 

again and would also welcome any other groups formulating a way to safely meet 

again.   Our Booking Secretary (Shirley Morley) would be happy to discuss your 

plans and how these can be safely accommodated within the government 

regulations.   Looking further forward, there is optimism that a vaccine will be 

rolled out in early 2021 and our community can tiptoe towards re-establishing the 

busy and varied life it had before March 2020.   We look forward to the building 

being used as much as possible to restore this. 

On a more positive note, we have all 

been out and about more, and the Play 

Area has been well used and busy.   

There are still a few smaller items to 

finish off, but the big, final push was to 

replace the rotting timber fence.   

Thanks to a ~50% grant from Wadlow 

Wind Farm Community Fund and to 

your support at fundraising events, we 

installed the new black metal fence in 

early September.   What a difference 

this has made!   It is smart, secure and should last for many years. Many thanks to 

Paul Lambton, Tony Goryn and Nick Toovey who have been working hard as a 

volunteer team to finish things off, including installing the green curved steel 

bench (salvaged from Northampton University via Ebay) which fits in really well.   

Paul has written a separate report on these works. 

A huge thanks also to all the families who responded to our surveys over the years 

of the Play Area project.   Although this is a requirement of the grant process, we 

have found it a very useful exercise in gaining feedback and comments on the 

Play Area in general, and on particular issues that need addressing.   Going 

forward, we are planning a small ‘User Group’ of parents as a point of contact 

between regular users / families and the Memorial Hall Trustees.   This will help 

us steer future projects and maintenance and make sure that the Play Area 

continues to be popular and suited to all.   Details will be in the next issue of the 

Warbler.   The feedback on the latest survey was overwhelmingly positive.     

http://www.hall.gtwilbraham.net/
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Fifty seven families responded, which was really heartening.   Over the arc of the 

project, the scores for the quality and choice of equipment has risen from 2.15 to 

4.7 out of 5. The estimated number of ‘child hours’ per week has also climbed 

from 172 to 329!  This is all helpful information for grant applications, but we are 

just delighted to be able to see it with our own eyes. . . 

Our other main activity has been to 

redesign the annual Food & Craft Fair 

as a monthly market on the 

Recreation Ground, with the stalls 

well-spaced out for safe shopping.   It 

is an experiment that seems to be 

working and we hope can continue.   

We have held markets from 10am-

12pm on the ‘Second Saturday’ of the 

month in August, September and October, but November’s market was scuppered 

to Lockdown.   Our next date is Saturday December 12th, Covid rules depending. 

The market has gathered momentum and is well attended.   We have a range of 

local produce stalls that sell handmade pies, British cheeses, artisan breads, Greek 

deli, cheesecakes, game / meat, coffee, beer, 

cider and eco products.  We also run a 

‘Made in the Wilbrahams’ stall with local 

bakes and produce, which raises funds for 

the Memorial Hall.   If you haven’t been 

already, why not come along and support 

local businesses, and chat safely to 

neighbours and friends?   If you could 

contribute to the Wilbrahams’ stall, that 

would also be much appreciated!   Please see 

the Wilbraham’s website and the hall and 

community Facebook pages to keep up to 

date with this. 

The Memorial Hall Committee continue to 

meet monthly via ‘Zoom’ to discuss and 

plan the Hall & Recreation Ground business.   

Our delayed AGM will also be held via 

Zoom on Monday 7th December at 7.30pm.   

All welcome, please email for a link. 

Finally, if anyone has any suggestions or comments regarding the Memorial Hall, 

please contact me on 881609 or mail@emma-adams.co.uk 

Shirley Morley contact details: booking.wilbrahamsmemorialhall@gmail.com 

Emma Adams, Acting Chair 

mailto:mail@emma-adams.co.uk
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Bottisham Medical Practice  
Patient Participation Group 

Update from the Practice 

Appointments: The Practice will continue to operate the telephone and video 

consultations, with patients being invited in for face-to-face appointments where 

clinically necessary.   Please remember your face masks when attending the 

practice.   We release appointments at midnight for booking that day online, or via 

Reception in the morning.   You can select a phone or video consultation.   A new 

phone system has been installed, which means we will be able to have a better 

overflow system so additional members of the team can help answer phones 

during busy times.  

The waiting room is now open with 4 patients being able to sit in the waiting area 

at one time.   All patients are now being asked to enter via the main entrance and 

leave via the fire exit at the other end of the corridor to try and maintain a one-

way system.   We ask patients wherever possible to attend the surgery on their 

own. 

Reception: We now have a member of the team on the front desk to help you as 

we have had glass screens installed.   On the days that we are short staffed though 

you may be required to ring the bell for assistance.   

Dispensary: We are in the process of implementing a permanent delivery service 

and are aiming to get this in place over the next couple of months.   The practice 

acknowledges the feedback from patients regarding queuing outside for 

medication and we hope this will offer a solution to the issue and provide you 

with a convenient service.   We will provide more details about this service in the 

coming weeks.   In the meantime, if anyone is struggling to get their medications, 

please contact the practice so we can put appropriate arrangements in place.   

Can we ask anyone picking up an acute prescription to wait 3 hours before 

collecting if it has been generated via a phone or video consultation.   This will 

ensure that the prescription has been received in dispensary and dispensed.   If you 

cannot pick up your medication, please let the GP know so we can put 

arrangements in place to get your medication to you.   

Social distancing is a challenge in the dispensary, and we do have fewer staff 

working in the actual dispensary because of this, and so we are continuing to work 

to a five day turnaround time.   This also means where there are supply issues it 

provides us with additional time to get drug supplies in.    Please can we ask 

patients not to attend the practice until the 5 days as this helps reduce delays in 

serving at the dispensary.  

Social Prescriber: Chloe Burgess is the practice’s new social prescriber and now 

working at the Practice one day a week.   Patients can self-refer to her and there is 

an item on the website which gives details of this.   Her role is to help patients 
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who have social needs to find the appropriate help.   She will also work with 

Nurse Carol on diabetes support. 

Thank you:  The Practice would like to say a huge thank you to all our patients 

for your support during this very challenging time.   All the changes mentioned 

above are to ensure the safety of both patients and staff and ensure we can provide 

continuity of service.    

PPG Matters:  We held our first meeting via Zoom on 7 October, having 

suspended meetings at the start of lockdown.   Notes of this will be available on 

the Practice website. 

Equipment: We are pleased to be able to report that the Doppler Machine has 

arrived to the delight of Nurse Carol and that a nursing trolley has been purchased 

with funds provided by our generous patients. 

Next meeting: To be held virtually via Zoom on 26 November, time to be 

arranged. 

Practice Website: This is kept up to date with news and any changes. 

We hope you all keep well. 

Bottisham Patient Participation Group 

 

 

The Upholstery Barn 

 
̴ Fulbourn-based upholsterer to 

restore your antique and modern 
furniture 

̴ Bespoke footstools, headboards & 
cushion covers 

̴ Made-to-measure curtains and 
blinds 

 
Contact: 
Anne McGarvey 
T: 07986 027807 
E: camupholsterybarn@outlook.com 

SMB GAS 
NEW TO NEWMARKET & 

SURROUNDING VILLAGES 

CALOR GAS DELIVERIES 

CALL FOR A QUOTE OR 

CHECK DELIVERY AREA 

01638 570046 
mandy @sixmilebottomshoot.co.uk 
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Lighting the Star 

Tree climbing was always my passion as a child.   I was utterly useless at all sport 

and couldn’t kick or hit a ball but I could climb a tree.   In the past 40 odd years a 

lot has changed and although I still have terrible eye / ball coordination I am still 

quite happy to shimmy up a tree. 

Shortly after we moved here in 2012 I was chatting with our neighbour, Daniel, 

about the tree as I was concerned about the way it clashed with an oak tree planted 

right next to it.   He made a little joke about how we could use it as a Christmas 

tree and that got my mind thinking… On the one hand it seemed a little bit showy 

to light up such a tree but on the other hand it might look quite fun.   In the end I 

bought some long strings of cheap LED lights on Amazon and strung them around 

the tree.   I then got a couple of bits of bamboo, made them into a cross and then 

with a bit of wire shaped a string of the lights into a star for the top.   After many 

trips up and down the tree I had the lights spiralling down from the top.  

Once I turned them on and stood out by the Memorial Hall I knew it was the right 

thing to have done.   I soon had many questions about how I got them up there - 

somebody apparently thought I had gone to the expense of hiring a cherry picker 

to hang them, but that had just come for a day to fix a chimney.   That first year I 

didn’t use any safety equipment but since then I have used a climbing harness so I 

can hang in the tree and use both hands to put the lights up which has made life a 

lot easier.   I also learnt in that first year that the wind & whipping branches easily 

ruins the lights.   After trying various experiments with hundreds of feet of lights I 

have now come up with a system that is relatively solid with 2 metre sections of 

LEDs inside a wire cage surrounded by white plastic bags from Beaumont 

Butchers so they resemble giant baubles.   If one bauble breaks in the wind I can 

easily swap it out for another. 

Although it does give a wonderful view across the village and beyond rigging the 

lights up can be rather chilly work thus, I’m keeping my fingers crossed for some 

calm, mild days towards the end of the month! 

Ian Cumming 

  

Wilbraham Boiler Services 
Plumbing and Heating 

Gas and Oil Servicing and Breakdown 
Boiler Replacements – Landlord Certificates 

General Plumber and Heating 
30 years experience – No jobs too Small 

Mark Taylor 
Call Now : 01223 812024 or 07906 691726 
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Working to protect your countryside during a 
pandemic 

Great Wilbraham wins its case 

CPRE Cambridgeshire and Peterborough continues to work and respond to the 

challenges that affect our precious countryside despite the pandemic. 

There have been many positives.  Wildlife has enjoyed the peace and quiet of 

reduced human activity.   Many of us have seen more birds and mammalian 

activity, such as deer, foxes and badgers, close to our homes.   Air quality has 

improved and with it the clarity of views across our open spaces as vehicle 

exhaust emissions have decreased.   Perhaps above all, more people than ever 

before have recognised just how good for their health it is to get out into their 

nearest green space and, because they have had the time, have been able to watch 

and learn from it and about it. 

Spare a thought for our farmers though.   They have been having a torrid time.   It 

was too wet last Autumn to plant much of their winter crops, which led to 

shortages of Spring seeds.   This was followed by prolonged alternating periods of 

hot dry and cool wet weather in Spring and Summer.   Now, as the root crops are 

being harvested, heavy rain again.   Just imagine coping with all that and the need 

to comply with all COVID restrictions simultaneously! 

Around Cambridge, we are very fortunate.   There is a statutory Green Belt for us 

to enjoy and which maintains the special setting of our University city.   Who 

keeps it green?   The farmers who live in it and farm it.   It is not a park.   It is also 

an essential productive work space and we must protect it.   However, it is under 

threat.   The proposed Oxford–Cambridge Arc is creating pressure for the 

development of one million houses and other buildings in the south-east.   Tens of 

thousands of these will take up countryside around Cambridge.   They will come 

with new roads and other infrastructure, such as a dual-carriageway for the A10, 

more guided bus tracks, the proposed park and ride car parks at the A10/M11 

junction and at Foxton, the movement of the Cambridge Sewage Works into the 

Green Belt north of Cambridge.   Additionally, the ‘preferred’ route of the East-

West Railway would carve up many farms in South Cambridgeshire. 

Worst of all, national government is proposing changes to the planning system, 

the Planning White Paper, which will effectively remove local democracy in the 

form of our elected representatives and the professionals in our local planning 

departments they work with, from the planning process.  

Nationally, CPRE are leading the fight against the Planning White Paper*.    We 

are also pointing out that the Oxford-Cambridge Arc is completely at odds with 

the government’s ‘levelling-up’ agenda, especially when there are nearly 1 million 
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empty houses in our northern towns and cities and room for 1 million more on 

brownfield sites needing redevelopment. 

Locally, we are opposing the move of the Cambridge Sewage Works which has 

enough capacity to meet the City’s needs until 2050.   We have helped persuade 

East-West Rail to reconsider a northern route into the City along the existing 

A428 corridor.   We will oppose major changes to the A10 and we will support 

the increase of local rail and bus services and cycle routes while seeking to avoid 

new scars across the countryside as much as possible. 

Recently, Great Wilbraham has provided, in microcosm, a case which epitomises 

the many aspects of our work, the role of our planning system and just how 

important the involvement of individual residents in it is.   A proposal to develop 

in the garden of The Old Granary in Mill Road has encompassed the protection of 

historic buildings, village character and the Green Belt which crosses its garden.  

Local residents fought hard.   The application was withdrawn. 

Please help us** in any way you can to keep the places where you live and work 

somewhere to enjoy, which improve physical and mental health as well as being 

somewhere where you and your neighbours can be productive. 

* https://www.cpre.org.uk/news/mps-mention-cpre-and-revolt-against-planning-

changes/  

** http://www.cprecambs.org.uk/news/current-news/item/2363-seeing-the-best-

of-autumnal-cambridgeshire  

 

 

Arthur Rank Hospice Charity Xmas Trees 

Time flies and it will soon be Christmas.   As I did last 

year I will be collecting Xmas trees in the new year for 

re-cycling.   Collecting days will be from Thursday 7th 

January to Sunday 10th January. 

With the year’s problems, lockdown etc., charities have 

financially suffered so I hope we can all help in any 

small way we can. 

If you wish me to collect your tree, let me know. 

(donation please) 

Peter Ludman, 10 Station Road, Great Wilbraham 

Mobile no. 07759893220 

For further information of the charity visit: 

https://www.arhc.org.uk/events/detail/christmas-tree-

recycling-scheme/ 

https://www.cpre.org.uk/news/mps-mention-cpre-and-revolt-against-planning-changes/
https://www.cpre.org.uk/news/mps-mention-cpre-and-revolt-against-planning-changes/
http://www.cprecambs.org.uk/news/current-news/item/2363-seeing-the-best-of-autumnal-cambridgeshire
http://www.cprecambs.org.uk/news/current-news/item/2363-seeing-the-best-of-autumnal-cambridgeshire
https://www.arhc.org.uk/events/detail/christmas-tree-recycling-scheme/
https://www.arhc.org.uk/events/detail/christmas-tree-recycling-scheme/
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Little Wilbraham and Six Mile Bottom Parish Council 

Firstly, we hope you and all your families are keeping well.   The parish council 

will now be holding monthly meetings going forward and the agenda will be on 

the website beforehand.   During these meetings we will be discussing village 

response to Covid-19 as we are working closely with the volunteer group to make 

sure all residents that need help receive it.   If there is anything you feel could be 

introduced to help people in the villages during this time, please contact the parish 

council. 

The PC were sad to see that the social club in Six Mile Bottom has now 

permanently closed.   This is where the defibrillator for the village is sited, 

therefore we are talking to the Spar shop and hope to have it moved there soon.  If 

you are in need of the defibrillator please try the social club first (there is still 

access to the defibrillator), followed by the wall of the Spar shop as it may move 

before the next edition of the warbler is out.  

As you may know there are new regulations regarding accessibility for parish 

council websites.   Work will be taking place on our website between now and 

Christmas to bring it up to standard; www.wilbrahams.co.uk 

After flooding occurred in the High Street Little Wilbraham in late September, the 

County council have recently carried out work to hopefully ease this and avoid it 

happening again.  

Our playground remains open for the children to enjoy.  

We wish all of you and your families a Happy Christmas.  

Little Wilbraham and Six Mile Bottom Parish Council 

 

From Lucy Fraser MP 

As we look to the end of 2020, I wanted to take this 

opportunity to update you on some of the work I have been 

doing over the course of this year.      

2020 has been a challenging year for all of us and I want to 

pay tribute to everyone who has helped and supported their 

local communities and vulnerable individuals during the 

pandemic.   The response to the public health challenge of 

Coronavirus saw us pulling together, ensuring that our 

communities across Cambridgeshire kept connected.   And I 

know that our villages are continuing their great support to others.   I was pleased 

to safely meet with local volunteers in person across the constituency during the 

summer months – and to take part in regular Zoom updates with local leaders and 

stakeholders. 

http://www.wilbrahams.co.uk/
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The Coronavirus pandemic brought an economic shock to the UK like we have 

not experienced before, but I am encouraged to see that we are taking steps 

towards a positive recovery.   By the summer, in our area 14,700 furloughed 

workers were supported through the Job Retention Scheme and 4,600 self-

employed individuals were given help through the Self-Employment Income 

Scheme. 1,687 local businesses received a cash grant of up to £25,000 thanks to 

the local authority discretionary grant fund.   Whilst these measures have brought 

relief to both employers and employees, it is important that we continue to support 

local businesses as we look to the future.     

Whilst the government is focused on dealing with the pandemic, other projects are 

still progressing and I continue to work to improve our area.   I welcome the 

announcement that the Department of Health has awarded Cambridge University 

hospitals £1.9 million to expedite the complete redevelopment of Addenbrooke’s 

hospital, this will include a new children’s hospital.   And at the beginning of 

October, the Prime Minister also announced the building of a new cancer hospital. 

Residents across Cambridgeshire rely upon Addenbrooke’s Hospital for their 

medical care, and population growth makes its complete replacement with a brand 

new hospital in the years ahead a necessity. 

I have campaigned hard for continued investment in NHS services in our local 

area, and the construction of a new hospital has my complete support. 

This development is further evidence of the government’s commitment to this 

scheme, and the NHS more generally.   I will continue to do everything in my 

power to make sure that Cambridgeshire sustains its reputation for world-class 

medical services.  

Furthermore, for some I have been pressing for improvements to the A10 and 

spearheaded the campaign for its dualling.   Some progress has been made on this 

project.   There are eight options for the project, and the Mayor and Combined 

Authority held a virtual consultation during the summer to collect feedback from 

residents and road users.   I have continued to press the Treasury on the 

importance of this work.     

The Greenways scheme is one of the local efforts to improve cycleways by 

constructing routes between central Cambridge and nearby villages.   The routes 

will help to reduce pressure on public transport and offer more environmentally 

friendly ways to commute and get around.   I have supported this scheme since 

2017, working with the Greater Cambridge Partnership and other local 

stakeholders to ensure that local residents were involved in determining the routes.   

This currently includes 6 routes in South Cambridgeshire.   I am really pleased 

that the routes to Fulbourn, Waterbeach and Linton have been approved. Having 

recently met with the GCP and written to the Board to press for further routes I am 

delighted that the three further routes in Horningsea, Bottisham and Swaffhams 
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have also been approved.   I know that there is also local support for a 

Wilbrahams route and will continue to raise this. 

Education has also been a key campaign pledge since I was first elected.   Year 

after year I have taken heads to Westminster to meet the Education Secretary.   As 

a result of much campaigning with teachers and others the 2021-2022 academic 

year will see per pupil funding increase by an average of 4%.   The National 

Funding Formula allocations reflect a 60% increase in the total additional funding 

for small and remote schools- and this is good news for small schools in our area 

who can attract further funding due to their status.   I remain proud that East 

Cambridgeshire is one of 12 Opportunity Areas that enables the region to unlock 

additional funding.         

I continue to hold regular surgeries and am here to help with any issues you may 

have.   Constituents who would like help with a problem or want to arrange a 

telephone call or a virtual meeting should contact me by emailing   

lucy.frazer.mp@parliament.uk.   To keep up with my work follow me on 

Facebook and Twitter or visit my website – www.lucyfrazer.org.uk.  

Best wishes for the rest of 2020 and I hope that 2021 will prove to be a better year 

for us all.  

Lucy Frazer MP, South East Cambridgeshire   

 

The Lockdown Tapestries  

Between March and July in 2020 the Parish Churches of Fulbourn and the 

Wilbrahams led a community project, creating a triptych of lockdown tapestries. 

These patchwork hangings tell the story of those days: our lives in lockdown, our 

gratitude, and our hopes for the future.  

The strange months of the first Coronavirus lockdown were scary and unusual. 

For many this was a very lonely time.   Our churches were closed.   We stayed at 

home.   We helped each other as best we could.   The tapestries gave us a way to 

weave together our lives to make one common story.  

Squares of calico and parcels of donated fabric scraps were delivered around the 

villages.   Though isolated, we set to work on a collective endeavour, all ages and 

all skill levels expressing in thread and paint their stories of the pandemic.   Then, 

as restrictions began to be lifted, the squares were collected and sewn together, a 

vibrant visual conversation, a story of our community's resilience and its hope.  

The tapestries hang here and remind us of our experience of those days.   But the 

story of the community that made them is still being woven, still unfolding in 

these villages.   May we live out the hope and the creative joy that is sewn into 

them and knit ourselves to each other for the days ahead.   

Dr Rob Hawkins 

mailto:lucy.frazer.mp@parliament.uk
http://www.lucyfrazer.org.uk/
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Activities in the play area and recreation ground 

Volunteers have been busy since the Warbler was last issued.   Progress is being 

made on completing the originally planned improvements to the play area. 

The new fence has been installed by 

subcontractors; villagers may have spotted 

that the new fence is slightly higher than the 

old meaning we had to raise the village 

Parish notice board slightly.   We have also 

created a paved entrance into the play area 

following a few comments that entering the 

play area was a little difficult for mums 

pushing a buggy.   The subcontractor still has 

a few small things to finish off on the fence 

which hopefully will take place within the 

next few weeks. 

The old concrete benches have been removed 

and a new steel bench installed; we think it 

looks great and hopefully so do you.   It 

proved more difficult to install than 

envisaged as the existing concrete bases were 

of poor quality and a small amount of re-

engineering had to take place as holes in the 

benches did not line up but it is in position 

now and being used. 

The two new wooden tables installed in the summer seem to have proved popular 

with families and we are planning to install a third, this one located on the 

opposite side of the play area. 

Three more trees are to be planted in this year’s winter planting season, two 

Sorbus “Wild Service Tree” have been ordered and we hope to get these planted 

by Christmas, but we are dependent on the supplier’s delivery timescale.   These 

trees will be planted in the play area alongside Georges Way. 

The wilding area is progressing with the help of 

several volunteers; weeds have been cleared in part 

of the area and over this coming winter and spring, 

planting insect friendly plants will take place.   The 

project to create a more wildlife friendly 

environment will take several years to develop. 

Back in September if you had walked on the 

recreation ground you may have thought we were 
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creating Nazca lines as seen 

in Peru.   Tony Goryn had 

cut strips in the grass in an 

area he had left uncut this 

year.   He has sown wild 

meadow seeds and to 

support the germination of 

these seeds the grass was cut 

short.   The grass has now 

grown back but we hope 

come next spring/summer 

this area alongside Church Street will start to take on the appearance of a wild 

meadow and attract more insect life, we will look forward to seeing the display. 

The next project in the play area is the 

creation of a mound for children to play 

over and the mound will also have a large 

tube positioned through it.   The culvert 

pipe has been purchased and many 

thanks to J Shevlin Ltd, who are based in 

Waterbeach who have very kindly 

installed the pipe and created a mound 

around it. 

 

Halloween  

Halloween in the Wilbrahams saw 

spooks and skeletons roaming the 

streets, but because of COVID-19 

without Trick or Treat.   The 

youngsters, and some adults, changed 

into skeletons and other scary beings.  

Instead of trick or treating the children 

had Halloween packs provided by 

Emily Oliver.   Inside was a grid of the village on which 

they could mark where they saw a pumpkin or decorated window, and activity 

sheets.   When the grid was completed the parents 

gave them sweets which is what they would have 

received by knocking on doors.   So, no treats from 

residents and hopefully no tricks played on them 

either. 

Martin Gienke 
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Cat Sitter Home Visits 

Allowing your feline friend to remain in the comfort of his/her own home while you 
are away is very important to cats.  Territory is crucial and being removed from that 
territory can be extremely stressful.  We offer a service tailored to the individual needs 
of your cat which includes the following:- 

❖ 30 minute visits to your house 
❖ Lots of affection and play 

❖ Basic grooming and medication as required 
❖ Feeding, litter tray cleaning, care of the home 

❖ Run by Sarah with > 30 years pet ownership experience and > 10 years 
healthcare experience (human plus veterinary) 

❖ All the team are dedicated feline fanatics, CRB-checked and insured 
❖ Tel:  07900 213245 

❖ E-mail:  info@fulbournfelines.co.uk 
Web:  www.fulbournfelines.co.uk 

 
 

mailto:info@fulbournfelines.co.uk
http://www.fulbournfelines.co.uk/
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In Memoriam Richard and Angela Wright 

It is with great regret that the 

Wilbrahams have lost both Richard and 

Angela Wright, residents of The Temple 

and one of our local farming families.   

Angela passed away in July after a long-

term illness and, Richard died in October 

after a fall in the house.   Due to Covid 

restrictions, the funerals were necessarily 

small family events; their ashes will be 

interred in St. Nicholas’ churchyard. 

The Wrights have been actively involved in the Memorial Hall, the Church and 

the St. Nicholas Great Wilbraham Trust, so instead of tributes being made as part 

of our other articles, we thought it appropriate to combine and write a unified 

tribute.  

Richard was an enthusiastic advocate of efforts to re-build the Memorial Hall in 

2015/16 and it is no exaggeration to say that the re-build would not have happened 

without his support at crucial times during the planning.   He was President and 

latterly Honorary Vice-President of the Hall Committee, and he was a regular 

attendee at meetings until March this year, providing enthusiasm, caution, 

financial acumen in good measure at appropriate junctures; in short a steady 

stabilising influence.   His vision was for a new Hall to be available to support 

major village events at the church, such as weddings and funerals.   

Angela was a Trustee of the St. Nicholas Great Wilbraham Trust in the noughties 

and had stepped down due to increasing health issues.   Richard became a trustee 

in 2013, acting as host for many meetings, was greatly supportive of the many 

events to raise funds for the repair and maintenance of the church, the sole remit 

of the Trust.   He took a keen interest in the investment decisions of the capital 

legacy fund. 

Richard also served several times on the St Nicholas Parochial Church Council. 

He and Angela endowed a new bell in 2008, (the treble) which enlarged the peal 

to six bells, and substantially improved its overall sound. 

Richard was frequently seen out and about around the village and was a regular 

attender at the monthly Wilbrahams’ Gardening Club and keen supporter of the 

Food and Produce Show held annually in the Memorial Hall. 

Richard and Angela regularly opened the beautiful grounds and gardens of The 

Temple to village societies, especially in Spring when snowdrops and daffodils 

abound and in high Summer when the borders were usually spectacular. 

Richard and Angela will be greatly missed by everyone in the village.  

Thankfully, their son Alex has told us that he plans to move into The Temple with 



30 

 

his family after a renovation of the house, so there will be continuity of the Wright 

family involvement in the Wilbrahams.  

Emma Adams - Chairman (Acting) of the Memorial Hall Trust,  

Graham Clarke - Chairman of the St Nicholas Great Wilbraham Trust 

Lorna Carr - Churchwarden, St Nicholas Church  

 
In Memoriam Cynthia Florence Jean Plumb 

1st October 1928 – 28th August 2020 

The sun shone over Cynthia Florence Jean Plumb (“Jean” to us) for her funeral on 

Monday 14th September.   Villagers gathered outside the church to listen to the 

service broadcast on a speaker, with her loving family inside.   We have become 

used to making compromises in the name of Covid, but remembering Jean and 

celebrating her life whilst enjoying the sun on our faces felt very apt.   She was 

frequently outside herself, tending to her beautiful flowers, peeling home-grown 

green beans from her foldaway chair for dinner that evening, or watching the 

cricket.   In fact, Jean’s garden bloomed throughout her illness because of her 

constant care for it over the years.  

Reverent Alice Goodman poignantly described Jean as 

a “daughter of the village” in her sermon.   Perhaps 

she, and her neighbour Sybil who passed away not long 

before Jean, were perhaps the last of their kind.   

Devoted, lifelong members of their community.   Even 

several glorious-sounding trips to Australia didn’t give 

Jean the itch to leave her beloved village.   Jean’s 

optimism was infectious.   Even though she is no 

longer with us, at number 60, it is worth always 

considering how she would respond to life’s challenges 

and taking heed.  

Following the funeral, I decided to make a Victoria Sponge using the recipe 

that Jean had given me years before.   The ingredients and process seemed so 

simple, yet my cake tasted so different to hers.   It didn’t take me long to realise 

that what mine lacked was the emotional warmth of not only Jean’s home, but of 

her manner.   Plus, Jean always offered it with a cup of sweet tea.   Truly 

unbeatable.  

Jean will be remembered by villagers past and present as a bright, caring and 

hard-working woman; the kind of person who makes a village like Great 

Wilbraham what it is.   She is, and will continue to be, greatly missed.   I hope that 

she’s spent the last few months enjoying being back on the dancefloor with her 

love, Doug.  

Alivia Bray 
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Advent Thoughts 

It’s that time of year again, and I don’t mean the time of year when the Curate 

writes something for The Warbler (though it seems to be an annual tradition). 

Advent began on 29th November and we are looking towards Christmas once 

again.   Christmas will feel rather different from years past.   There have been 

scare headlines in the national press of “Christmas Being Cancelled”.   Now, this 

is a non-thing!   Nothing will stop us from celebrating the yearly remembrance of 

Jesus’ birth, even if our household celebrations are likely to be somewhat more 

intimate and select than we might normally have. 

In December, we prepare to meet once more with the wonder of God-with-us.   To 

remember how God came to us not in luxury and a palace; not with power and 

clout; but as a baby.   The Christmas story, with its angels, shepherds, innkeepers, 

Magi, camels, donkeys, censuses and emperors finds its centre in the birth of a 

baby boy to a normal and (seemingly) unimportant couple.   Our God is a God of 

surprises! 

I think that last year I encouraged you all to think of the churches in Great and 

Little Wilbraham as oases, as places where you could take some time out from the 

rush and hustle of preparing for the Christmas celebrations.   I’m doing it again 

(there’s nothing new under the sun!): the churches in both villages are open during 

the day (please note that St John’s is currently open Wednesday-Saturday), take a 

moment to stop and reflect if you can. 

At St Nicholas, we are continuing to work on getting all the necessary permissions 

in place so that we can install a new heating system to make the church a much 

more (physically) warm place – I like to think that 

our warm welcome at St Nicholas more than 

compensates for the current elderly heating system! 

At St John’s fundraising is continuing apace for the 

work we need to do to the window by the porch.   

We’re around halfway to the total we need.   Even 

though there is no scaffolding up, work is 

happening! 

Finally, congratulations are due to Mr Raymond 

Tilbrook (Churchwarden emeritus of St John’s).   

Ray was this year awarded the Diocese of Ely’s 

Etheldreda Medal: an award that recognises and 

honours those who have served exceptionally in 

their church and the wider Church in the diocese.   

Well done, Ray! 

Miles Pateman. Assistance Curate 
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What would you ask Father Christmas? 
A story for all ages  

What about all your names? 

I'm called Father Christmas in the United Kingdom.   In the 

United States I’m called Santa Claus and in other countries 

St Nicholas. 

It must be difficult if they're calling you different names in different places 

and using different languages. 

Well, I have to be able to read notes from the children in all these different 

languages in Danish and Swahili and so on.   So, I do have quite a fund of 

languages that I know about and then there's Hawaii where to say Merry 

Christmas I have to practice saying mele kalikimaka. 

How old are you? 

I'm very old.   In fact you might ask yourself how old a dream is, because that's 

what I’m all about. 

What's the effect of Covid and the lockdown? 

Well, you can see the effect because my beard is 

getting a bit shaggy.   It hasn't been cut by a barber 

because I'm self-isolating up here with Mother 

Christmas.   The other effects are that of course being 

so very very old I'm considered vulnerable and we're 

shielding.   We hope that the countries will relax their 

travel bans and make an exception one night in the year 

so I can travel easily to all the different countries in the 

world. Half my elves are working at home. I think there 

are some working in Little Wilbraham, Great Wilbraham and Six Mile Bottom so 

you might want to watch out for them because they 

are around making toys.   Toys used to be simple but 

now they’re high tech, so I do have some new 

technology to help me like 3D printers.  

I understand that you are going to decorate windows 

in the Wilbrahams for a winter walk and if I were 

you, I’d watch out for cheeky elves. 

 We're in a North Pole bubble at the moment so we 

can’t gather together.   Only six elves are allowed 

together in one room so there’s a lot of work going 

on in separate rooms and that's why a lot of the elves are working at home. 
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What sorts of problems have you had in the past? 

Well, you know that if you're at the North Pole the only way you can go is South 

as there's no East or West.   Wind is a problem because it blows the whole sleigh 

around.   Then of course you've got those thermals that send you up and down in 

turbulent areas.   I understand that Mike Smith can tell you all about that.   He 

lives in the village and is a glider pilot.   However, the reindeer seem to manage 

somehow. 

Fog of course is a real problem 'cause you can't see anything.   You can't see the 

stars to navigate by.   I do like my satnav, but it can still be difficult. 

The Wilbrahams and Six Mile Bottom have wonderful places for landing, the 

recreation ground in Great Wilbraham, the children's play area in Little 

Wilbraham, and the cricket ground in Six Mile Bottom. 

What other problems have you encountered? 

Oh, well apart from the fog, the 

suspension went on the sleigh at one 

point and we were really wobbling all 

over the place bouncing up and down 

and I think we lost a few toys out of 

the bag on the way, but we did get 

through it eventually.   I had to take the sleigh into the local sleigh garage. 

We had trouble one year when we couldn't get the sleigh off the ground.   The 

reindeer pulled as hard as they could, but the sleigh just wouldn't budge. So we 

involved some pigeons.   We hitched them to the front of the reindeer, and we 

started out.   We did get it off the ground and we were flying quite well so you 

might say that we were pigeon towed! Ho Ho! 

One of the other problems is that there are fewer chimneys 

around.   There are all these air source heat pumps and 

things like that - green types of appliances.   There aren't as 

many chimneys.   They're just for decoration in a lot of 

cases, but the Wilbrahams and Six Mile Bottom have lots of 

chimneys.   Every house you look at has one or more and 

some of the fireplaces are huge; called inglenook, but we're 

investigating a new way of getting into houses through the 

hub and your Internet router.   We haven't perfected that yet, 

but we are doing some work on it.   You may remember the 

big book at Christmas, the one that lists all good and bad 

children, well I don't have that anymore because I use a 

tablet which is very useful as long as the batteries don't run down.  

I'm in the air quite a long time travelling during the night and day.   The other 

thing about travelling is I've got to go the right way around.   If I go from Europe 
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to Asia and Australia and then across the Pacific, then I go the right way at the 

international dateline.   I lose the day so, if it's Monday on one side then the other 

side it will be Sunday.  That extra day helps me get all the things delivered on 

time.  

And of course, I'm on Twitter and FaceTime, but I do really appreciate the 

handwritten letters.   I love to see them next to the sherry or whatever it is that you 

leave out for me.   With Covid there may not be any large family gatherings.   If 

you're in a family group it's up to you as children to think about what you can do 

in your group.   You could write a play and act it out or devise a new game, which 

would help Christmas go with a swing.    I hope you can communicate with your 

parents and grandparents via zoom or Skype or something like that so at least you 

can see each other. 

What about your reindeer? 

We have a good set of reindeer.   There's Dasher. 

He is really speedy and runs around a lot.   When 

he's pulling the sleigh he really keeps it going.  

Dancer is very dainty performing pirouettes, lifting 

her hooves with such grace.   Prancer thinks he's 

doing a dressage because he's gamboling about all 

the time.   Vixen, well she's foxy.   Then there’s 

Comet - I hope you've seen the comet in the sky 

just recently.   We're going to get a good look at 

that as we fly around the world and Cupid, he's a 

lovable chap.   Donder plods along.   Blitzen, another fast one, is really like 

lightning, he just shoots along.   So, you know they're all in good shape this year. 

I'm really looking forward to this year even with all its problems and restrictions.  

I think we can safely say that I will have a very happy journey and I will bring joy 

if I can, and it will all get better.   So have a Merry and safe Christmas everyone. 

Who do you know 

Who comes with the snow 

And often a blow 

To say Ho Ho? 

Gill & Martin Gienke 

 

18A : (6) Is hard to crunch this salad ingredient 

3D : (7) Popular in Belgium? 

4D : (6) Mother surrounded by Dorothy’s dog 

5D : (4) Change a distance and get this fruit 
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The Wilbraham Bridgers 

It is a long time since we played together in 

the Hall and I am sure you are missing 

being able to play face to face or indeed 

even at all. 

I am hoping that most of you are able to 

play online with Bridge Base Online and 

been able to set up as a table to avoid the 

American bidding which is very different.   

If you have not tried this give it a go as it is 

free unless you play in a tournament. 

There is also No Fear bridge which gives you two weeks access to their website 

before you have to pay.   It has tutorials on bidding and play as well as games of 

the day and week.   There are different levels in all of these from which you can 

choose. 

Most bridge clubs belonging to the English Bridge Union are playing online at the 

moment: a very few clubs were able to play face to face when lockdown was 

lifted as they had enough finance to buy screens to be able to do this. 

There is a new (English) site that is being developed and rolled out that allows 

you to play face to face virtually and allows you to chat and see your opponents. 

Needless to say this is timely as we are unlikely to be playing in clubs until 

January or February. 

Hope this helps to make you feel more connected and less isolated in the current 

times. 

Looking forward to seeing you at an actual bridge table soon.   Keep safe. 

Anyone wishing support or information on any of the above do get in touch 

Di Raikes.   raikswilb@btinternet.com 

 

 

mailto:raikswilb@btinternet.com


36 

 

 

                      
Fully approved Electrical Contractor 

All Work Certificated in Accordance with NICEIC 

Free no obligation quotations 

All aspects of electrical work undertaken such as re-wires, Electrical 

condition Reports, maintenance calls, New build Installations, Industrial and 

Commercial Installations 

However small you may consider your job it will be treated with the same 

attention to detail as every one of our jobs. 

Your Local Electrician 
Unit 24 Hall Barn Road Industrial Estate, Hall Barn Road, Isleham, 

Cambridgeshire, CB7 5RJ 

Contact us on; 01638 781567 / enquiries@jandjdrake.co.uk 

 

 
84, Angle End, Gt Wilbraham, CB215JG 

01223 811844 : www.chapel.dental 

Claire Jackman BDS & Associates 

NHS, DENPLAN & PRIVATE TREATMENTS 
With special interests in Implants and Orthodontics 

Monday         09.00-17.00 
Tuesday         09.00-19.00 
Wednesday    09.00-17.00 
Thursday        09.00-19.00 
Friday             09.00-17.00 
Saturday         09.30-15.00 

mailto:enquiries@jandjdrake.co.uk
http://www.chapel.dental/
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Over the farm gate 

Looking back, I could almost submit the article I wrote at this time last year.   It 

had been a catchy harvest with a really wet Autumn and no sign of a significant 

let-up in the rain.   The real difference is that this harvest was not as good and we 

have not finished our Winter drilling, so potentially a worse situation.   On a more 

positive note, the new combine was brilliant!   The quality of the grain in the tank 

was the best I have seen; the output was about 20% up on the old similar machine 

and the losses were minimal.   As mentioned in the last issue of the Warbler, we 

had a camera crew taking 

publicity pictures which 

featured in the national 

farming press and I have 

had to take some serious 

flak from a lot of my 

friends - I think they 

were only jealous of my 

harvest haircut! 

With the withdrawal 

from the EU taking a bit of a back seat to Covid, regulations surrounding the 

Agriculture Bill and the new form of support available are still not clear.   What is 

clear, and the premise we are working to, is that direct support to land will 

diminish and there will be ‘public money for public good’.   This realistically 

means more support for the environment and consequently with the cooperation of 

the Wilbraham Environment Group (WEG), we are evaluating all our non-farming 

parcels of land.   Since leaving the government Countryside Stewardship Scheme, 

most of our environmental areas have remained in place, just not financially 

supported, so we will be looking to modify these to enter the Environmental Land 

Management Scheme (ELMS).   The aim is to continue using hedgerows, grass 

strips and woodland to form corridors for wildlife to travel around the farm to 

differing habitats.   Consequently, the tidy well-manicured hedges you will have 

seen this year may well look a bit scruffy for the next two, but the birds love that.   

Green plants in the stubbles attract insects and they attract a key indicator of 

farmland species, the native grey partridge of which we have 49 birds in 4 coveys 

counted around the farm.   Funded or not, most of these habitats will remain as 

they block off corners or straighten field edges making the use of machinery 

easier and more efficient. 

Whilst at the time of writing we still have 50 hectares (ha) left to plant, the 

forecast (if we can believe it) predicts a few dry days, of which there were only 4 

in the whole of October!   Given these wet conditions, we have abandoned trying 

out some new seed drills and will attempt to do this in the spring.   We’re hoping 

to find a multipurpose machine that will enable us to work with cultivated, 
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ploughed and untouched soil.   Whichever machine it is, it is bound to be 

expensive and will have to last as long as the old drill, which is 15 years old and 

has covered 25,000ha (62,000 acres).   This is a vital piece of equipment which 

starts the whole growing process and needs to be selected carefully. 

Chris Ascroft.  Wilbraham farms 

 

Know Your Neighbour : a series of talks 

To cheer us up in these challenging times the Covid Support group introduced a 

run of three evening talks to take place online using Zoom.   By the time you read 

this they will already have taken place and we hope you will have had a chance to 

join some of them.   If you have any feedback we would be very happy to receive 

it. 

The idea for the series came from Cllr Alan Cody (Little Wilbraham) during a 

Parish Council meeting.   The plan is to have short 20-25-minute talks from 

people living in the Wilbrahams and Six Mile Bottom.   They will cover topics 

ranging from people's “day jobs” to their passionate interests.   Some will take the 

form of conversations whereas others will be talks with images.   There will be 

plenty of time for questions and discussion. 

David Humphrey starts the series.   He is Chair of the Little Wilbraham and Six 

Mile Bottom Parish Council and works for the technology company Micro 

Focus.   He has over 20 years' experience in video analytics – extracting 

information from video images.   He will talk on artificial intelligence (AI): what 

it is and how it will impinge on us in the future. 

Next up is Claire Daunton, a local councillor at South Cambs District 

Council.   She has a PhD in mediaeval history and has worked at academic 

institutions in London and at the University of Cambridge.   She will speak about 

her interest in medieval stained glass in Norfolk. 

The third talk will be from Chris Ascroft, the Farm Manager at Wilbraham Farms 

(Great Wilbraham) and Director of RTKFarming Ltd.   Chris, who writes a 

regular column in the Warbler, will give a guided tour around the farm talking 

about the crops you can see alongside the footpaths and explaining some of the 

farming terminology. 

If the talks are popular we are open to continuing them (perhaps fortnightly or 

monthly).   We would be happy to hear from anyone who would be willing to 

speak.   All details, including how to log on via Zoom or listen in by phone are 

given on the village website: https://www.wilbrahams.co.uk/know-your-

neighbour/ 

Andrew Carter (apc48@cam.ac.uk) and Hilary Burton (hb384@cam.ac.uk).  

Coordinators for the Covid Support Group 

https://www.wilbrahams.co.uk/know-your-neighbour/
https://www.wilbrahams.co.uk/know-your-neighbour/
mailto:apc48@cam.ac.uk
mailto:hb384@cam.ac.uk


39 

 

Wilbrahams’ Environment Group (WEG for short) 

WEG is new this year, having emerged from the well-attended Public Meeting 

held back in March which had been organised by the Wellbrahams Group under 

the banner “Rewilding the Wilbrahams”.   A few of us got together afterwards and 

have been meeting regularly ever since – and doing things!   Many of you who 

came to the Meeting joined an email list of supporters whom we can call upon to 

help with projects: if you are not sure if you are on the list, or if you would like to 

join (no fees!) please contact Tony Goryn, tel 880093 or email 

wilbrahamseg@gmail.com or see our website 

www.wilbrahams.co.uk/information/weg/ 

The remit of WEG is, in essence, to promote, maintain and improve the Natural 

Environment of the Wilbrahams and Six Mile Bottom, by supporting/working 

with existing organisations in our villages and by promoting our own projects to 

enhance our local environment.   We have not yet managed anything in Six Mile 

Bottom – ideas and volunteers please! – but plenty has been happening in the two 

Wilbrahams. 

Covid 19 has restricted progress somewhat but, despite that, we have been busy 

through the Summer:- 

(GW): we have supported the Memorial Hall Committee by enlisting volunteers to 

help plant shrubs in front of the Hall and trees around the play area on the Rec 

(GW): we have helped with some of the preparatory work for the Wildlife area 

near the new play equipment. (see photo on page 26) 

(LW): the existing group in Little Wilbraham led by Alan Cody and Elaine 

Allison has planted up the triangular 

area at the Rectory Farm Road/Church 

Road junction with a fine tree and 

shrubs 

 (GW): we are supporting the 

Wellbrahams Group in seeking 

permission to follow the lead of Little 

Wilbraham in planting up some 

highway junctions and verges 

(GW): we have helped the 

Wellbrahams Group plant bulbs along 

the wall between the Rec and the 

churchyard 

(GW):The Wellbrahams Group has sewn an attractive  pattern of lines of 21 

varieties of native wild flowers on a part of the Rec which adjoins Church Street 

(see photo on page 27) 
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(GW): with the support of the Parish Council we have been working on a scheme 

to improve the triangular areas of layby and grass/trees opposite the School 

(GW): we have established contact with Wilbraham Temple re its conservation 

farming operations.   Many of you will have read the article about this in the 

“virtual” late Spring issue of the Warbler.   We are very pleased to see the smart 

fencing newly erected just after the school on the road from GW to LW and Alex 

Wright tells us that he is about to plant a hedge there too, a huge improvement to 

this part of the village. He is also continuing the hedge-laying work along the Six 

Mile Bottom Road.  Thankyou Alex! 

(GW): we have established contact with Wilbraham Farms.   As this issue of the 

Warbler goes to press we have been invited on a tour of the farm and, with the 

Parish Council,  we will respectfully  be putting suggestions to them about 

possible extensions to their existing conservation practices  

We have lots of other ideas for the future, including regular Litter Picks and 

support for those promoting the idea of cycle paths from the villages.    Please join 

us to try to make our villages even better places to live! 

Nick Toovey    for WEG 

 

Wilbrahams’ Gardening Club 

The Wilbrahams’ Gardening Club relaunched 

itself during the second national Covid 

lockdown in November with its first, very 

successful meeting on Zoom. 

The speaker was Robert Brett, Curator of Hyde 

Hall Garden in Essex - a Royal Horticultural 

Society project.   The Club looks forward to visiting this very beautiful place as a 

group once the Covid pandemic has been overcome. 

We had an almost 100 per cent attendance out of the 23 members who rejoined 

under Zoom arrangements.  Just three couldn’t make it.   Sadly, we have lost a 

few members, we hope only temporarily, and we look forward to them returning 

once we can all meet again in the Memorial Hall.   New members are always 

welcome.   Zooming is, of course, second best to live meetings, but those of us 

with access to the technology should be grateful. 

A committee meeting will be held shortly to sort out future speakers who can 

handle Zoom at least for a short while.   Meanwhile, determined not to be denied 

our Christmas festivities, we are planning a social Zoom meeting in December 

with a quiz and other activities. 

Jackie Beadsmoore 
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I want to say a huge thank you to 

those who have contacted me this 

past month expressing appreciation and support after reading my article in last 

month’s village magazine.   It has been encouraging and humbling to receive your 

messages whether communicated by telephone, text, email or in person.   I have 

particularly enjoyed walking and talking with a couple of you reflecting on life 

and faith, joys and struggles, together.  

It strikes me that, “We impress people with our strength, but we connect with 

people in our vulnerability”. 

So often we put on a brave face, wear our mask of, “I’m fine thanks, how are 

you!?” just so we can appear strong.   It is great to see someone demonstrating 

their God-given skill to the best of their ability.   I love watching shows like 

Britain’s Got Talent for this very reason … I find it wonder-full to experience 

someone achieving their dream, by expressing their strengths.  

There is something awe-inspiring and even intimidating about meeting someone 

who is at the top of their game in a particular field (think multi-millionaire 

dragons in Dragons Den, or premier league football star, highly successful 

musician, TV personality or university professor.   There is a sense in which 

however impressive someone’s achievements might be, most people who haven’t 

achieved such ‘heights’ feel they don’t have anything in common with them.   We 

find points of connection however, when humility, honesty and vulnerability are 

expressed in someone, however ‘powerful’, ‘successful’ or apparently ‘strong’ 

they may be. 

When God Almighty came down to earth in the form of a new-born baby, Jesus 

Christ, as we celebrate at Christmas-time, God made himself vulnerable; he was 

totally dependent on Mary for his very survival.   When Jesus, hung on a cross 

because of his love for you and me, as we celebrate at Easter-time, his very 

posture with arms open wide was one of complete vulnerability.   Yet, these 

incredibly vulnerable situations are situations where extreme strength, extreme 

power and potential are also evident.   We can connect with one another in our 

struggles and pain in life; we can connect with Jesus, because he too knows what 

it is to struggle humanly, to be tired, bereaved, abandoned, betrayed, hungry and 

thirsty. 

If there is any curiosity in you regarding the person of Jesus, faith in God, purpose 

in life, hope for the future - then I humbly encourage you to join me in reflecting 

on these things, with others who are also curious, in our Alpha course starting on 

January 13th.   Join us for the introductory session, no strings attached - see the 

poster in this magazine for more details. 

Christmas Blessings to you and your loved ones,   Revd. Alan. 
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CLINIC REOPENING 

 
We are pleased to confirm that the current government Covid-19 lockdown 

restrictions permit us to continue providing treatment in the clinic under strict 

guidelines.  

 

To allow sufficient time between appointments for the maintenance of a 

hygienic clinic environment, we ask anyone wishing to make an 

appointment to contact us by phone, text and/or email rather than via the 

online calendar which is temporarily unavailable.  

 

We look forward to seeing you, but, for those not yet able to attend the clinic 

in person, our website continues to provide health and wellbeing advice 

including lifestyle articles and videos.    

 

Essential Health is an innovative complementary therapy practice run by 

Juliette Baysham B.Ost a CNHC registered craniosacral therapist and 

health professional, yoga instructor and nutrition advisor. 

 

 jbaysham@hotmail.com   07786 067077   01223 881889 

www.juliettebaysham.co.uk 

34 Angle End Great Wilbraham CB21 5JG 

mailto:jbaysham@hotmail.com
http://www.juliettebaysham.co.uk/
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Winter Wellbeing 

Although we have enjoyed some beautiful weather during this year’s autumn, as 

winter approaches, the nights will draw in, the temperature will drop, and we will 

see less sunlight than at any other time of the year.   Although we can take 

preventative measures including keeping warm, well hydrated, well fed, and 

getting outside whenever we can for some fresh air and exercise, many of us may 

still succumb to illness and fear that they will be more susceptible to viruses 

especially Covid-19.  

You may choose to vaccinate yourself if a vaccine becomes available, but you can 

also help strengthen your immune system to help protect against viruses with 

simple self-care.   Unhealthy lifestyle choices may compromise your immune 

function, causing you to succumb to diseases more easily.   So, consider following 

these guidelines to strengthen your immune system:  

Limit sugar and artificial sweeteners: - Avoid drinking fizzy drinks, fruit juices, 

and other sweetened drinks.  Make water your primary beverage. 

Focus on eating whole foods: – Avoid consuming processed foods as much as 

possible.   Ideally, your meals should contain organic and/or locally grown whole 

foods.   Also include as many different foods as possible per week (10 -20) and 

include those that are prebiotic (e.g. wheat bran, artichoke, chicory root, green 

bananas, leeks) and probiotic (e.g. fermented dairy products and traditional 

cheeses). 

Exercise regularly: - Regular physical activity increases your circulation and 

blood flow, allowing components of your immune system to fight an illness 

before it spreads. 

Optimise your vitamin D levels – The best way to do so is getting appropriate sun 

exposure e.g. 10 minutes in daylight with arms and/or legs exposed without 

sunscreen. In the winter season and/or overcast weather, a vitamin D3 supplement 

may be recommended. 

Reduce your exposure to toxins: – Although there are myriads of toxins in the 

environment, there are steps you can take to reduce your exposure to them.   Most 

importantly, wash your hands regularly with mild soap. 

Get plenty of sleep: – Lack of sleep has been associated with serious problems 

like depression, coronary heart disease, and dementia. 

Manage your stress: – Stress can have a profound effect on your physical health 

and may prevent your immune system from effectively protecting you against 

viruses and pathogens.   Resolving an emotional issue may reactivate the genes 

that help fight infection.   Address your emotional issues by using stress 

management methods which can be as simple as watching your breath or taking 

some mindful exercise. 
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Keep in mind the 80/20 rule: - avoiding perfection and allowing yourself 

occasional treats are good for your physical, mental and emotional health. 

Positive thinking may be difficult during these trying times, but, despite the fear 

and uncertainty, your immune system is naturally designed to fight viruses and 

these recommendations will help bolster and support it.   Becoming self-aware 

and taking care of ourselves also helps us to feel more control of our health and 

our lives.   And remember that being kind to yourself and others is a wonderful 

gift for the festive season!   

Juliette Baysham 

 

A view from the garden 

Like most houses in the village, we have an oil-fired central heating system, and 

have recently upgraded to a more efficient system.   But this summer our view 

from the garden took an unexpected turn, and part of it has become a building site. 

Disruption started in early June and has been going on for so long that we’re 

tempted to re-name the house ‘Portaloo cottage’ after the bright blue convenience 

in our front garden.   A leak in the underground pipe from our oil tank to the 

boiler for most of last winter has caused about 300 litres of kerosene to gradually 

seep its way into the ground beside our kitchen, contaminating the bricks and part 

of the floor.   Specialist contractors have been employed to de-contaminate and 

restore the affected parts, using a geological time scale.   I won’t go into any more 

details here, and certainly wouldn’t wish our experience on anyone else, but just 

alert anyone who has an ageing oil pipe to get it checked and/or replaced.  

Back in the (unaffected part of) the garden it seems that the rain won’t stop.   I 

managed to get a row of garlic planted in late September and some of the autumn 

digging done.   However, I’ve recorded 114mm of rain during October, more at 

the start of November, and have again resorted to sowing Broad beans in pots for 

planting out later when soil conditions allow.   Thank goodness for a bit of 

covered growing space in the polytunnel, where the last of the tomatoes and 

peppers have been cleared ready for late-sown spring cabbage plants (variety 

Caraflex) for a harvest next March/April.   It’s also been very mild, with 

temperatures above the seasonal norm, so the grass is still growing and more 

annoyingly, wasps are active, swarming over fallen apples.   We need some cooler 

nights and a few frosts to give a bit of flavour to the parsnips and help the stored 

apples to keep a bit longer.   

Meanwhile, it’s time to plan for next year, whatever it brings, so I’m pouring over 

the seed catalogues and checking the remains of last year’s supply. 

Here’s hoping for some Christmas cheer.   Nigel Start 
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Down to Earth on the Farm 

I’ve discovered composting, what took me so long gardeners may ask. Farmers 

are notoriously poor gardeners is my excuse. 

I come to this through Conservation (Regenerative) Farming contacts not 

gardening.   We have been studying the work of Dr David Johnson and his theory 

of increasing plant health, growth and yield through the introduction of biological 

compost or compost “tea” which is made over 24hrs with aerated cold water, and 

applied to field scale crops (or gardens).   The compost is produced over a twelve-

month period in a Johnson Su Bioreactor (google is your friend here), sadly I have 

now constructed two plus a domestic compost bin, so now no more green bin 

waste leaves the farm. 

Enhancing the biology in the soil to increase yield potential is a really interesting 

concept and has the added possibility to enable us to reduce artificial inputs and 

therefore our carbon footprint.   Some of my friends are now building reactors on 

a grain trailer scale with a plan to be able to treat 2000 ha, that’s 5000 acres!  

By cutting out applied imported potash and phosphate fertilisers and reducing the 

manufactured nitrogen we apply we can easily save £40+/acre.   Spread that 

across 5000 acres and you can see you are quickly making some big savings. 

We know that nitrogen is the largest constituent of the carbon footprint of growing 

milling wheat from the work we did with Sainsbury’s at Camgrain a few years ago 

and so the more we reduce its use and can farm in a more carbon neutral way the 

more easily we can help support the sustainable credentials of the cereal grain 

“ingredients” we send from farm to our supply chain customers.  Look at the 

footers on the home pages on any of the global food companies websites and there 

will be a sustainability tab where they want to be able to show how green they are, 

we can help with this and many of us will be doing our own farm carbon footprint 

assessments this winter. 

Also, on the subject of carbon and food companies I’ve been filmed twice 

recently. 

The first was for the Nestle Shreddies and Cheerios Pass the Box campaign which 

can be found on NestleCerealsUK Instagram site, and was to help promote 

International Whole Grain Day, the second “event” was helping Carbon Natural 

Cambridge with a film about how Conservation Agriculture can help with climate 

change, clean air (and water) and carbon capture.   I’m one of a few local farmers 

taking part in this film which will be premiered (that sounds posh!) next spring.  

When not acting around in front of a camera and as the autumn planting is 

complete my time revolves around sweeping leaves to compost, Zoom business 

meetings and a myriad of webinars and on-line talks that have taken over from 

shows and conferences.   Last week I was “in” Scotland, France and sat on a 

farmer panel in Leicestershire!   All very educational.  
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I guess this used to be called the Open University, not sure when we will be able 

to graduate! 

David White, Hawk Mill farm 

 

The St Nicholas Great Wilbraham Trust  

Since my last quarterly report in August, the uncertainty of Covid lockdowns 

remains in the air, and this continues to hold back any further social fund-raising 

events, which have all now been cancelled until further notice. 

As of 31 October 2020, the Trust’s Capital Legacy Fund was holding stocks & 

shares & cash to the value of slightly over £150,000 (at the end of August it was 

standing at just over £155,000), so the capital fund is at a slight paper loss of 

around 3.23% compared to the FTSE All Share Index that has decreased 

significantly more by 6.95% over the same period.   We continue to carefully 

review how best to safely maximise the income/dividends received from the 

“protected” capital, during these uncertain times and into the future.   Over the 

past quarter £2,052.24 of dividend income was received, considerably up on the 

previous quarter of £784.12.  

Meanwhile, we continue to be very thankful to those who are making regular 

contributions to the Trust via banker’s standing orders, which currently now 

produce a regular income in excess of £2,000 pa (including the Gift Aid Tax 

Refund, if you are a taxpayer)…all of which goes to maintaining (and sometimes 

improving upon) the fabric of St Nicholas church. 

The cash balance in the current account as of 31 October was £15,155.25, of 

which £15,000 has been earmarked for a new all electric space heating system to 

our church (total cost now estimated at £35,000, considerably less than the 

estimated £50,000 previously, when we had not yet received the good news from 

UK Power Networks that there is no need to upgrade the electricity supply).   The 

revised specification & estimate is now awaiting final approval from the Diocese.  

Regarding the funding target of £35,000 for the new all electric space heating 

system, £31,000 of the funding has now been secured, comprising: The Trust 

£15,000, the PCC £16,000 which includes a private donation from a village 

family.   There remains a shortfall of just £4,000 to complete the funds required 

… any donations however small or large (preferably through Gift Aid) will be 

most gratefully received.    

For further information on how to make donations and how to contribute most 

efficiently to the Trust’s Capital Legacy Fund, please contact our treasurer, Tony 

Ryan, who may be contacted via email: lyansan@btinternet.com. 

With my best wishes,     Graham Clarke, chairman 
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Patchwork and Quilting Group 

The Gt. Wilbraham P&Q ladies are a spirited lot.   After 

the disappointment of having the March meeting 

cancelled due to the first imposed coronavirus lockdown 

the sewing machines and fabrics were all packed up 

ready to go again in September.   Despite the best efforts 

of the Wilbraham Memorial Hall committee, to 

implement every possible safeguard to make the venue 

Covid 19 secure, the Government specifically barred 

sewing groups from meeting in community spaces for 

fear of ‘mingling’ so we have not been able to run any sessions this Autumn. 

The ladies have not been idle.   Lockdown has given time to reduce the UFO - Un 

Finished Objects – pile of quilting projects.   Local Wilbraham resident, Patricia 

Simpson, has completed her magnificent hand painted, fabric appliquéd and 

quilted version of Haeckel’s Trochilidae. (see inside back cover for a colour 

version of the whole quilt).   Exquisite work.   As we head towards Christmas 

many of the group will be crafting handmade gifts for family and friends.  I am 

busy making Christmassy fabric face masks! 

Looking forward to better times, the P&Q group aim to recommence on the last 

Wednesday of March 2021.  (Fingers and toes crossed). 

For further information email : niki.chandler@hotmail.co.uk 

 

Wilbraham’s Community Choir 

Sadly, due to COVID19 restrictions the Wilbraham’s Community Choir is still 

temporarily suspended.  However, the choir remains active virtually with 

approximately 20 members attending online via a Zoom meeting at 8.00 pm on 

Thursday evenings during school term time. 

We hope to get back to normal choir practice in the Memorial Hall, Great 

Wilbraham as soon as the restrictions are lifted. 

Singing has very positive benefits to mental health and can be enjoyed by 

everyone of all ages, experience and ability.   If reading this you or anyone else 

are thinking you would be interested in attending our online choir sessions and 

enjoy some singing in the privacy of your own home, then please get in touch!     

If you are not certain about the technology side of things, then we can offer help.  

The invitation is open to anyone and extends to those outside the Wilbrahams. 

My contact details are:  Vanessa at vanessajnichols@gmail.com or 07876363707.  

Stay Safe and Keep Singing!     Vanessa Nichols 

 

mailto:vanessajnichols@gmail.com
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NEED A NEW FENCE? 
 

•  Reliable local company. 

•  Established 2007. 

•  Over 1000 local installations. 

•  Choice of colours & sizes. 

•  NEVER PAINT A FENCE AGAIN. 

•  Withstands gusts up to 130mph. 

•  Fitted with a 25-year guarantee. 

•  Numerous local installations &  

        testimonials available. 
 

For a FREE no obligation, site 

survey and quote: 
 

Call us now on 01223 811160 

www.colourfencecambs.co.uk 

 

 
 

 

http://www.colourfencecambs.co.uk/


49 

 

Crumbling, Damp, Repair, Restoration -                
Who looks after St Nicholas Church? 

Looking after the fabric of our village church is a daunting task for the Parochial 

Church Council (PCC) closely monitored as it is by the Diocese of Ely which 

sends ecclesiastical architects every five years to produce a quinquennial report on 

what must be done to keep the fabric of this ancient listed building in good shape. 

As with everything else of importance to village life, completing these tasks 

depend on a band of volunteers working with the PCC.   Major works identified in 

the report have to be carried out by Diocese approved contractors, the sums of 

money involved amounting to many thousands of pounds.   Without the backing 

of the St Nicholas Trust, which raises money from generous village residents to 

contribute to long term funding, and Church funds, the Church building would be 

in a very sorry state.  

The Church of St Nicholas PCC is therefore grateful to everyone whose efforts 

and contributions have made the work that has been achieved since 2015 possible. 

There is still important work left to do as our next quinquennial report will no 

doubt highlight, but the PCC’s Fabric Committee has progressed a creditable 

amount over these last few years most of it listed here.   The full report will be 

available on the Church Website shortly: 

1: Restoration 

of crumbling 

stone by 

skilled local 

craftsmen on 

the window 

near the 

church porch.  

Cost £21,600 

2: Re-

rendering the 

North 

Transept outer 

wall, refacing 

and decorating 

the south 

facing internal nave wall and varnishing south door. Cost £12,096. 

3: Perimeter church wall repair on Church Street.  The bad state of this wall has 

been very concerning for some years and after close inspection by our architects 

we were left with few choices on what to do.   Quotes from builders ranged from 

£3,000 to patch it up, to a preliminary starting price of £10,000 for a new wall.   In 
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the end, grateful thanks go to Chris Hanson who undertook the repair himself as a 

donation to the Church. 

We must also mention the group of volunteers who keep the church yard grass 

looking so smart and befitting the church.   This requires a lot of effort with each 

part needing different cutting regimes.   A great success has been the creation of 

the wild flower area. 

On-going planned work 

1:  Damp is a continuing problem in the new kitchen and toilet block and the south 

facing wall of the nave.   To understand precisely what is needed we called in SG 

Geomatics to carry out a ground level survey zeroed to the level of the internal 

floor.   This cost over £545 and has made us aware of what a big job we will have 

to construct a French Drain. 

2:  A new heating system is a priority to enable greater use of the church 

throughout the year.   Various ideas have been investigated from an LPG based 

system similar to that installed at St John’s Little Wilbraham, ground source heat 

pumps and green electricity which is the favoured choice at a cost of over 

£30,000.   

3: We were grateful for the voluntary service of Sarah Fordham who produced an 

excellent Health & Safety Survey of the church and church yard.   Issues 

identified are steadily being completed, major outstanding work being some 

unstable old gravestones and dangerous old wooden crosses.   

John Beadsmore 

 

Keeping it Local 

As I write this evening (7.00pm pm Saturday 7th November), the election in the 

US has just been called for Joe Biden.   I will remember this date and time, just as 

I do that of Barack Obama’s election in November 2008, and the death of John F 

Kennedy in November 1963. Kennedy faced the crisis of the Cold War, Obama a 

financial crisis, and Biden faces a health and economic crisis.   He puts it as a 

crisis of America’s body and psyche, or soul. 

So, what has all this got to do with The Wilbrahams and Six Mile Bottom?   Well, 

apart from the fact that I think we here are well tuned into the wider world around 

us, Britain is also facing the same kind of crisis as Joe Biden.   The Wilbrahams 

and Six Mile Bottom are not exempt from the repercussions of that; and these 

repercussions are both financial and social, possibly also governmental. 

Let’s deal first with the social aspects of the disease.   We all know from the first, 

and now the second, lockdowns that the crisis has both separated us from each 

other and, at the same time, in some ways brought us closer.   I could not have 

imagined in November 2019 that in November 2020 I would be having online 
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coffee mornings, online suppers and online meetings as a regular part of life.   Nor 

would I have imagined that our three villages would organise themselves so 

quickly, so efficiently and so effectively into volunteer groups, and work so well. 

This has brought us all together in such a positive manner.  

In these groups, however, we have now discovered that there are those amongst us 

who are still isolated and lonely, still cut off from the type of activities and human 

contact that nourishes our minds as well as our bodies.   This is where the focus of 

the groups will be. 

Here in our small corner of Cambridgeshire we are not alone in having this issue. 

When South Cambs organises sessions for all the volunteer groups, we hear that 

other areas have the same issue and we can see how others are dealing with it.   

It’s good to share experiences and to take good practice from others.   The District 

Council has been active and effective throughout the pandemic. 

What helps of course with effectiveness is finance, and money has followed 

activity or rather enabled activity.  The District Council has made £50,000 

available to support the work of volunteer groups.  Some are using this to offset 

costs of printing or of purchase of PPE, or organising on-line activities, or 

purchasing DVDs for loan.   There is an exhaustive and creative list of ideas. Most 

are working closely with parish councils on this, as indeed we are here.   The 

availability of the funding has meant that things will happen that might otherwise 

not.   This is not regulated by central government and the District has encouraged 

innovation and motivation for local schemes that suit local people. 

Some of you may already know that South Cambs paid out over £25m in Covid 

support to local traders and businesses in the first lockdown, including pubs and 

community centres.   As then, so now, there are a number of schemes for local 

businesses which the government is channelling through South Cambs.   This is 

good for local democracy, but it places a burden on the District in terms of 

administration and there is no extra funding for this.   The Business Support Unit 

at South Cambs has risen to the challenge magnificently.   Clear and helpful 

advice is already available, and grants will be going out soon, following work on 

software for handling claims and queries.   Although much of the funding is 

prescribed, there are some gaps in the government guidance and not all self-

employed are catered for.   Here the District has to show initiative and to know its 

businesses well – however small, however niche – in order to try to reach all. 

This brings me to my final point: local accountability.  The government has put 

down a White Paper on Planning and is about to bring one on Devolution.   In 

both instances the effect of proposed changes will likely to be to take away 

decision-making from local areas and district councils.   I will not comment more 

than to say that the results of a recent review of local government has shown that 

confidence in local councils is at an all-time high.   We might not be the NHS, but 
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we have stepped up during the pandemic and it has been noticed by our 

communities. 

Details of the next stage of the Local Plan setting out future steps for the 

discussion on possible future jobs and houses in the city and South Cambs 

have  been published.   It's early days in the Local Plan process, and I'll write 

about these more fully in the next Warbler.   There will, no doubt, be coverage in 

the local papers and on the councils' websites. https://www.scambs.gov.uk/local-

plan-initial-evidence-findings-published/ 

Any questions, let me know. 

Cllr Claire Daunton East Cambs District Council 

 

The Carpenters Arms 

There are two separate planning 

permissions for work being 

carried out by the new owners, 

one for the new extension to the 

pub and one for the manager’s 

house being built on part of the 

land.   The latter permission was 

agreed under the previous 

ownership. 

Cursory observation by passers-

by shows that the house that was 

started last November is now 

substantially complete, despite work coming to a halt during the summer due to 

non-availability of materials. 

Planning approval for the pub extension was given in December 2019, but 

included 11 ‘conditions’ requiring details to be agreed prior to start of 

construction.   The owner submitted drawings to the planning office proposing the 

required details during the first quarter.   Covid lockdown intervened in late 

March and the planning office was totally unresponsive until District Councillor 

Claire Daunton made enquiries, resulting in 9 of the 11 ‘conditions’ being agreed 

in late August.   Recent follow up by Cllr. Daunton suggests that approval of the 

final two ‘conditions’ is imminent.   This would enable work to start; however, we 

are currently in another lockdown and approaching Christmas. 

As construction of the new extensions to the pub will take at least six months, a 

summer opening in 2021 is the best that can be envisaged.    

Penned with information supplied by the Big Brown Dog Co Ltd 

 

https://www.scambs.gov.uk/local-plan-initial-evidence-findings-published/
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/local-plan-initial-evidence-findings-published/
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MOT Testing, Servicing & Auto Repairs 

Unit 3, Station Yard, Wilbraham Road 
Fulbourn, Cambridge CB21 5ET 

Tel: (01223) 880747 
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Social Work; Past, Present and Future 

Social services is back in the news, especially with the onset of Covid-19 and all 

the problems with lockdown.  Emma Gant, a resident of Great Wilbraham, has 

contributed to a recent publication, Social Work; Past, Present and Future 

published earlier this year.   The book 

provides “a comprehensive overview 

of the ‘state we are in” with articles 

on the development of social services 

over the past 50 years and it’s not all 

pleasant reading.   Emma’s 

contribution ‘Looking forward’ takes 

us through her recent experience as a 

newly qualified social worker. “I 

came into social work because I 

became very aware of my white, 

middle-class privilege and appalled by the social inequality.’   She doesn’t pull 

any punches about what she experienced.   “The local authority I was working in 

certainly felt like a factory. . . The expectation was to ‘do’ lots of things in very 

short timescales.”  “impossibly high caseloads, extremely long working hours and 

unrealistic expectations to fulfil statutory obligations” were all part of her 

experience and by the references she cited.   In these difficult circumstances 

leaders “refuse to receive information that is counter what they want to believe 

and this results in failing systems.” 

Emma argues that social workers, pressed for time and resources, need space to 

stretch work boundaries and to build good relationships with children and 

families, what she calls relationship-based work.   Profound thoughts with hopes 

they will be read and given due consideration.  Congratulations Emma. 

 

Speed Awareness Campaign Update 

Great Wilbraham Parish Council has submitted a Local Highways Initiative 

application for funding for the speed reduction project that was outlined in the 

Autumn edition of the Warbler. 

Our application will be assessed by the local highways project team.   They will 

consider the options available that best meet the objectives of our application, 

including any solutions we have suggested.   A road safety and policy review will 

also be included and an estimate of the cost (including any ongoing maintenance 

impacts) and delivery timescale will also be established. 

Once these checks have been completed, the highways team will contact us to 

discuss the outcome and work with us to refine our application.   We will then 



55 

 

need to decide whether to submit this final updated application for assessment by 

the LHI Member Advisory Panel for our area. 

Our application will be scored out of five against each of the aims of the LHI 

Initiative by the Member Advisory Panel for our area, made up of County 

Councillors from our district area, or County and City Councillors in Cambridge. 

We will also be invited to present our application directly to the panel.   This is 

our chance to highlight the benefits of our scheme and will give Councillors an 

opportunity to ask any further questions to help them prioritise our proposal. 

The average score across the four LHI aims will be used to prioritise applications 

into a list for each district area.   These district lists are then presented to the 

Highways and Community Infrastructure Committee for approval.   Funding is 

allocated to applications in priority order until fully allocated.  

Currently we are unclear of the timings for the above. 

Finally, the SAD is still not operating due to a technical issue and we are working 

to resolve this with the manufacturers. 

Mike Smith 

 

 

A big thank you to everyone who has 

returned their box to me, we have 

raised £649.22 this year which is 

significantly down on previous years 

due to COVID.   Not being able to 

have either a coffee morning or a Bridge tea has 

made a big impact on the amount of money raised in the Wilbrahams and 

Fulbourn.   No doubt similar effects are being felt across the whole country. The 

need to help young people facing mental health issues, abuse, exploitation, and 

neglect is at an all-time high, partly down to the stresses COVID 19 and 

subsequent lockdowns have brought - so all the money collected is really needed. 

The Society continues to counsel, support and campaign for young people and 

also to run programmes to tackle exploitation by working with police, schools and 

security firms.   It works with young people face to face as well as delivering 

support virtually and directly to young people who have needed that support more 

than ever. 

As an uncertain Christmas approaches for all of us there are young people who 

need our help more than ever. 

The website for the Children’s Society : Childrenssociety.org.uk 

Anyone wishing to have a supporter box please contact me at 

raikswilb@btinternet.com             Di Raikes 

mailto:raikswilb@btinternet.com
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Secure Container Self-Storage 

10ft and 20ft 
Ideal for business or private storage 
Conveniently located in Bottisham 

Call 07841 930065 or email admin@camstorage.co.uk 
 

 

mailto:admin@camstorage.co.uk
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Mobile Library 

As of the middle of September our local 

Mobile Library is back with Covid-19 

precautions.  

Cambridgeshire currently has three mobile 

libraries stopping at 364 locations in 85 

villages and communities throughout the 

county.   Each Mobile Library vehicle carries 

up to 3,000 items of stock including fiction, 

non-fiction, large print, books on CD & 

cassette and books for children of all ages.  

Books are issued for 5 weeks and you can 

renew for up to three months. 

You can renew and order books online, please 

ask onboard for your ‘PIN’ to get you started.   

You can pre-order books from the library 

catalogue using the reservation service.  

https://cambridgeshire.spydus.co.uk/cgi-

bin/spydus.exe/MSGTRN/WPAC/HOME  

This service is currently free of charge, allowing you to request a collection of 

books based on your tastes.   You can use the Select and Collect service online, or 

by calling 0345 045 5225.   Simply choose the mobile library as a pickup point 

and order as far in advance as possible.   This helps ensure that a selection is ready 

and issued for you to pick up from your stop.   (Ideally place your request a week 

in advance - we will do our best with forms received after this.). 

If you have any queries please email the library service 

at mobilelibraries@cambridgeshire.gov.uk .  

The mobile library stops at Great Wilbraham opposite the playground on the 

3rd Thursday in the month 11.10 – 11.40am.   It then moves on to Little 

Wilbraham 11.50am -12.15pm.    For Six Mile Bottom, the stop is Delaware 

Close, every 1st Tuesday 11.35am – 12.00noon. 

Please support your local library service delivered directly to the Wilbrahams. 

Cambs Library Service 

10A : (8) A variety probably not available to Adam 

12A : (7) Also known as the alligator pear 

15A : (6) Mad son creates a tasty fruit 1D : (6) Her cry changes this fruit 

2D : (5) Iphone generator   28A : (5) Scandinavian vegetable? 

25D : (3) Is this so strong that you need to keep it at … 

 

https://cambridgeshire.spydus.co.uk/
https://cambridgeshire.spydus.co.uk/
https://cambridgeshire-self.achieveservice.com/service/Select_and_Collect
tel:03450455225
mailto:MobileLibraries@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
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Bottisham Village College 
Adult Learning 

 

Covid-19 Update  

We remain committed to providing Adult Learning for our community and are 

looking at how we can provide and develop a programme during these challenging 

times.  We are currently running some qualification courses, and hope to resume 

other courses again soon. 

However, if we are unable to offer classroom-based courses over the next few 

months due to Covid-19 restrictions, we are researching alternatives, such as 

online learning. 

We would be grateful if you could spare a few moments to let us know your 

thoughts on the following: 

Would you be interested in participating in online learning if offered through 

Adult Learning at Bottisham? 

If so, would you find it useful for us to provide you with a guide to accessing 

online learning via post or email? 

What type of course(s) would you like us to offer online? 

What would be your preferred time of day for an online course? 

How many weeks would you like the course to run? 

If your course started in the classroom, but changed to an online course midway 

through, would you continue? 

Do you have any further comments or suggestions? 
Please email your replies to the Adult Learning Office at Bottisham Village 

College:   adultlearning@bottishamvc.org or visit our website, where you will 
find a link to the survey: www.bottishamvc.org/adultlearning 

Thank You. Susan Tarasewicz (Mrs) Adult Learning Manager 

22A : (5) An alternative to cheap, fruit 

23A : (7) The weigher kindly includes this vegetable 

26A : (6) Sounds like a vehicle with problems 

17D : (6) Go near, change this fruit  

19D : (5) This fruit occurs every day 

20D : (3) Month comes back for this tuber 

21D : (6) In the margin germinates this spice 

24D : (4) This vegetable causes choppy lake 

 

mailto:adultlearning@bottishamvc.org
http://www.bottishamvc.org/adultlearning
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Fruit and veg with a sprinkling of herbs and spices 
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John Bramwell 

All answers are fruit, vegetable, herb or spice.   A selection of clues is shown 

below, and the remaining clues are scattered in the magazine in boxes for you to 

find.   The solution is on page 62 

3A,11D : (5,4) Owners etc develop this vegetable 

7A : (5) Fruit for a well oiled kitchen 

8A : (6) Not to be sneezed at, if sweet 

9D : (6) Fruit making 2nd rate republic? 

11D : (4) see 3A 

13D : (3) Initially cut out salad, integral part 
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Disclaimer 
While every care is taken in preparing the content of this magazine, the editors disclaim 

all warranties, expressed or implied, as to the accuracy of the information in any of the 

content. It also (to the extent permitted by law) shall not be liable for any losses or 

damages arising from the use of, or reliance on, the information in the form of articles, 

letters or adverts within the magazine. The adverts are provided for convenience only. 

We do not sponsor, endorse or otherwise approve of any information or statements 

appearing in the magazine. The editors are not responsible for the availability of, or the 

content located on or through, any advert. 

 

Advertise in the Wilbrahams’ Warbler 
4 issues per year : March June September December 

Over 500 copies distributed to 

Great Wilbraham, Little Wilbraham and Six Mile Bottom 

Rates per issue 

Full page £43.00, Half page £27.00, Quarter page £16.00 
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Community Group Contact Details 

Great Wilbraham Common Rights                 Steve Bartlett 881096 

       stephen.bartlett@mindworks.ltd.uk 

Great Wilbraham Guild of Change Ringers   Peter Sims 

       ptrs28@googlemail.com 

Great Wilbraham Primary School        Office: 880408 

Great Wilbraham Oil Syndicate         Chris Gurney 

       chris.gurney@tylers.net 

Little Wilbraham Oil Syndicate         Sue Lee, lwoilgroup@gmail.com 

GW Primary School PTFA Eleanor Laws 

eleanorlws@gmail.com 

Volunteer Group          Pat Simpson pas49@cam.ac.uk  

Weenie Warblers Mother & Toddler Group   Sarah Fordham, 880698 

The Well-brahams          www.thewell-brahams.weebly.com 

            well.brahams@gmail.com 

Wilbrahams’ Bridge Club         Di Raikes, 881065 

Wibrahams’ Community Choir         Gill Humphrey 811436 

Wilbraham’ Gardening Club         Jackie Beadsmoore, 880889 

Wilbrahams’ Memorial Hall         Shirley Morley, 880723 

Wilbrahams’ Scrabble          The Harmers, 880934 

Wilbrahams’ Sports Club         Roddy Tippen 880728 

 

Wilbrahams’ Warbler Editors 
John Bramwell 

83 High Street, Little Wilbraham, Cambridge CB21 5JY; 01223812426 

Martin A. Gienke 

Iceni Cottage, 46 Church Street, Great Wilbraham, Cambridge CB21 5JQ; 01223882426 

John Torode 

7 High Street, Little Wilbraham, Cambridge CB21 5JY; 01223812059; 07886103132 

Deadline for the Spring edition of the Warbler is 

Monday 8 February 2021 
Email contributions or adverts to; 

bramwell@globalnet.co.uk 

martin@gienke.net  

johnboy_torode@hotmail.com> 

Hand-written or typed contributions can be handed in or posted to the editors. 

mailto:stephen.bartlett@mindworks.ltd.uk
mailto:ptrs28@googlemail.com
mailto:chris.gurney@tylers.net
mailto:lwoilgroup@gmail.com
mailto:eleanorlws@gmail.com
mailto:pas49@cam.ac.uk
http://www.thewell-brahams.weebly.com/
mailto:%09%09%09%09%09%20%20%20%20%20%20%20well.brahams@gmail.com
mailto:bramwell@globalnet.co.uk
mailto:martin@gienke.net


62 

 

Bus Service 18 
Tuesday & Friday 

Lt. Wilbraham 
To Newmarket 

Newmarket to 
Lt. Wilbraham 

Little Wilbraham, Manor Close 09.30 14.30 

Great Wilbraham, Church St. 09.35 14.25 

Fulbourn, Six Bells 09.40 14.20 

Fulbourn, Bakers Arms 09.45 14.15 

Teversham, Ferndale 09.47 14.13 

Teversham, Marshall’s Close 09.50 14.10 

Newmarket Road, Park & Ride 09.55 14.05 

Newmarket Road, Park & Ride 10.00 14.00 

Teversham, Marshall’s Close 10.05 13.55 

Teversham, Ferndale 10.08 13.52 

Fulbourn, Bakers Arms 10.10 13.50 

Fulbourn, Six Bells 10.15 13.45 

Great Wilbraham, Church St. 10.20 13.40 

Little Wilbraham, Manor Close 10.25 13.35 

Six Mile Bottom, Tree Tops 10.30 13.30 

Newmarket, Guineas Bus Station 10.45 13.15 

 

The Wilbrahams - Cambridge 

(via Park and Ride) 

Monday- 
Friday 

Saturday 

Six Mile Bottom, London Road 06.58 07.58 

Little Wilbraham, Manor Close 07.04 08.04 

Great Wilbraham, Carpenters Arms 07.08 08.08 

Cambridge Drummer Street D2 07.42 08.42 

   

Cambridge Drummer Street D1 17.39 17.39 

Great Wilbraham, Carpenters Arms 18.13 18.13 

Little Wilbraham, Manor Close 18.17 18.17 

Six Mile Bottom, London Road 18.23 18.23 

SOLUTIONS CROSSWORD 
across : 3A,11D Sweet Corn, 7A Olive, 8A Pepper, 
10A Braeburn, 12A Avocado, 15A Damson, 18A Radish, 
22A Peach, 23A Gherkin, 26A Carrot, 27A Leek, 28A 
Swede 
down : 1D Cherry, 2D Apple, 3D Sprouts, 4D Tomato, 
5D Lime, 6D Pea, 9D Banana, 11D see 3A, 13D Cos, 
14D Grape, 16D Mushroom, 17D Orange, 19D Dates, 
20D Yam, 21D Ginger, 24D Kale, 25D Bay 

 

WORDS 
Vaccine 
Naïve, Naevi, Cavie 
Vice, Nice, Vein, 
Cave, Cane, Vine, 
Acne, Nave, Vane, 
Cine, Ceca, Nevi 
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 MERRY CHRISTMAS 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 


