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Tier 4 

As you will be aware, the whole of Cambridgeshire has now been placed into Tier 4 at the 
time of me writing this report (1st January).  As you will have seen on the news, the figures 
in this area are doubling at a much higher rate than they were in the previous month and 
this could be in part due to new variant strands of the virus which is clearly present in this 
area from new data that has been published recently.  It is believed that this new variant 
could speed up contraction rates among the population although as yet there is still very 
limited information regarding the new strands.   

Our way out of this situation is clearly via mass vaccination starting with the most 
vulnerable to reduce death rates and relieve pressure on the NHS as soon as possible.  
Throughout the coming months we will need to continue to remain vigilant and adhere to 
the guidance that has been set to keep the spread of the virus as under control as possible 
whilst we get as many vaccines into the arms of the population as possible.   

I really do believe that the signing off via the Government regulator of the AstraZeneca 
vaccine will be a turning point in regaining control of the virus.  I am hugely proud of the 
work that has been done by AstraZeneca here in the UK, with its Headquarters here in South 
Cambridgeshire, to get this vaccine signed off within timescales that many thought were 
impossible a short time ago.  Having taken part in the vaccine trial myself as a frontline 
healthcare professional, I have seen first-hand the huge amounts of work that has gone into 
this literally down the road from our ward. Whilst being a guinea pig in this trial you really 
appreciate the huge amount of time, effort and dedication that has gone into the 
preparation of this vaccine, data crunchers, laboratory staff, Drs, nurses etc.  I know that we 
will be doing everything we can to support the mass roll out of vaccines across South 
Cambridgeshire at SCDC.   

I know there has been a lot of concerns from businesses regarding us being placed into Tier 
4 and this will undoubtedly have huge implications both on business and employment.  I 
completely understand what a worrying time this is for businesses within the Fen Ditton and 
Fulbourn Ward and that undoubtedly they will have to make huge decisions over the 
coming months. Both the Government and SCDC will be doing everything it can to support 
businesses financially via grants and continuation of the furlough scheme. If you have any 
questions from businesses from within the parish, please feel free to get in touch and I will 
try to get you the information as soon as possible.  It is worth noting how hard our officers 
at SCDC have been working as they have not only had to deal with flooding issues over the 
past week but also dealing with the large amounts of information coming from Central 
Government regarding Tier 4 regulations. Below you will see that I have copied information 
regarding schools, and businesses as a result of Tier 4.   

Schools 

No schools in C&P have been identified as ‘high risk’ although the Director of Education and 
DPH are looking carefully at the data.  Therefore all primary schools will open as usual on 



4th January, with secondary opening only for vulnerable/key worker children.  The national 
guidance will be followed about the phasing of secondary schools (years 11 and 13 w/c 
11th and everyone w/c 18th). Specialist provision will open w/c 4th.  

Businesses that can and cannot open in Tier 4 areas 

The following businesses must close: 

• Non-essential retain - these venues can continue to be able to operate click-
and-collect and delivery services 

• Hospitality venues such as cafes, restaurants, pubs, bars and social clubs; with 
the exception of providing food and drink for takeaway (until 11pm), click-and-
collect, drive-through or delivery 

• Accommodation such as hotels, hostels, guest houses and campsites, except 
for specific circumstances 

• Leisure centres and indoor gyms, indoor swimming pools, indoor sports courts, 
indoor fitness and dance studios, indoor riding centres, and indoor climbing 
walls 

• Entertainment venues such as theatres, concert halls, cinemas, museums and 
galleries, casinos, amusement arcades, bingo halls, bowling alleys, skating rinks, 
go-karting venues 

• Indoor play and soft play centres 
• Personal care facilities 

 
 
The following businesses can remain open: 

• Essential retail such as food shops, supermarkets, pharmacies, garden centres, 
building merchants and suppliers of building products and off-licences 

• Market stalls selling essential retail 
• Petrol stations, automatic (but not manual) car washes, vehicle repair and MOT 

services, bicycle shops, and taxi and vehicle hire businesses 
• Banks, building societies, post offices, short-term loan providers and money 

transfer businesses 
• Funeral directors 
• Laundrettes and dry cleaners 
• Medical and dental services  
• Vets and pet shops 
• Agricultural supplies shops 
• Mobility and disability support shops 
• Outdoor playgrounds 
• Outdoor gym, pools, sport courts and facilities 
• Golf courses 
• Outdoor riding centres 

 
 
 



Flooding 
 
There has been a number of incidences of flooding over the festive period and SCDC has 
been working with affected areas. If either residents or the Parish Council need to report 
flooding, there is a 24-hour Floodline 0345 988 1188 that will allow you to report the area 
imminently at risk of flooding.   
 
£2.2 Million in Government Winter Support 
 
I was really pleased to see that Cambridgeshire was awarded £2.2 million in Government 
winter support payments and I know the offices at SCDC will be working hard to make sure 
our share of this money gets to those that need it most. You will see below that some of this 
money is being used to make sure poorer families can get online and it will also be used for 
things such as Free School Meals during the Christmas holidays and the February Half Term, 
and has also been used to provide the most vulnerable in our communities with Christmas 
meals (again explained below).  
 
Grant to help children get online 
 
The Government has put in place a Winter Support Grant scheme to help digitally excluded 
children in our area get online. There will be many families within our ward that struggle 
with the cost of Broadband and electronic devices which enable their children to be 
educated remotely when the pandemic has meant that children cannot be at school. SCDC 
will be using the £30,000 allocated to support local charities, such as Cambridge Online who 
have a proven track record in delivering packages and devices to families that currently have 
no internet access. This has become more vital than ever before given the pandemic. There 
is also a £5,000 Winter Support Grant awarded by SCDC to provide children that have been 
most affected by Covid to get devices and data. In addition to this, a new team of digital 
champions are available to support individuals over the phone regarding digital skills and 
questions. 
 
Christmas meals  
 
I was really pleased to see that SCDC played its part in delivering 1000 traditional turkey 
dinners to the most in need within our district. This was paid for from the money from the 
Government’s Winter Support programme (from DEFRA). It is worth noting that 880 of 
those meals were cooked by the C3 Church. The refrigerated support was provided by 
Freezer Van hire Alley Cat rentals, a local company based in South Cambridgeshire. I would 
also like to thank the six SCDC staff who gave up their own time to help deliver meals out to 
the village hubs. This has been a brilliant effort from National Government, Local 
Government, charities, private businesses and volunteers all working as a team to see this 
project through.  
 
Thank you for taking the time to read my report; if you have any questions or want to discuss 
any of the issues raised email me on graham.cone@councillor.online or ring 07595 361 285 
(please leave a voicemail if I am unavailable) 

         Councillor Graham Cone 

mailto:graham.cone@councillor.online


 


