
County Councillor Report to Great Wilbraham Parish Council 
 
1.  The highways contract with Skanska finishes at the end of this financial year and will be 
replaced by M Group Services.  This has come about because Skanska has sold its local 
authority contracts to M Group Services.  Due diligence of M Group Services has given no 
cause for concern regarding its financial circumstances and staff will be Tuped from 
Skanska.  I hope this will improve staff retention and moral which has been low since 
Skanska announced it was disposing of its highway contracts some two years ago.  
Information about M Group Service can be found at: https://mgroupservices.com/ 
 
2.  Thousands of people across Cambridgeshire and Peterborough received support from 
the Countywide Hub in 2020 – including 32,000 children and young people who were given 
access to food over the Christmas break. Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, the Countywide 
Co-ordination Hub was set up last year to provide vital support to those who need it most. 
This included providing food parcels, checking in with clinically extremely vulnerable people 
while they were shielding and, more recently, arranging transport to vaccinations. 
The Hub coordinated the redeployment of 420 members of Cambridgeshire County and 
Peterborough City council staff to support the response to the pandemic. 
 
Throughout 2020, the Countywide Hub: 

• Provided regular support to 7,811 clinically extremely vulnerable people including: 
31,734 check-in emails, 8,481 check-in texts and 15,207 check-in calls. 

• Worked closely with the British Red Cross to provide 3,590 people with food parcels. 

• Responded to 19,433 requests for support. These were via phone calls, emails or 
online forms and involved providing practical support, signposting or by offering 
advice and guidance. 

• Supported 32,000 children and young people with access to food over the Christmas 
break as part of the Winter Support Grant scheme. 

• Helped 46 people to self-isolate where the national scheme was unable to assist. 
This was mostly through providing financial support to those who needed to self-
isolate, as well as linking people to other services such as providing access to food. 

• Assisted 3,493 households in other ways including providing information and support, 
as well as offering warm clothes, utilities and hygiene supplies. 

• Provided 23 people with access to transport for vaccination appointments who 
otherwise would not have the ability to get there. 

 
Some county staff have been relocated to work for the Hub including highway staff. 
 
3.  The Government is reducing its financial support to bus operators which it has been 
giving to keep commercial services going during the pandemic restrictions.  As a result all 
the Cambridge Park and Ride services have been suspended but not the Stetchworth 
service which serves the Wilbrahams which is being retained as an extension of another 
service.. Please look out for announcements about changes to services. 
 
4.  I understand concern about lorry and van movements through Great Wilbraham but 
control of this is limited to the current highway acts and regulations which permit access to 
override weight limits.  There have been no extensions to business premises in Wilbraham 
Road Fulbourn lately.  The most recent was in 2009 when the Mill received permission to 
enclose its loading bay.  The last permission for Queens Farm was in 2007.  I was not a 
councillor then so can’t explain why no conditions were placed on traffic movements. The 
best that can be done at the moment is to advise drivers that a road is unsuitable for HCVs.  
 
John Williams 
19 January 2021 
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