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Report of District Councillors Claire Daunton and John Williams  

to Great Wilbraham Parish Council, November 2020 

COVID 19 

The link to an FAQ page concerning Covid 19 information on  South Cambs website is here 

https://www.scambs.gov.uk/coronavirus/coronavirus-covid-19-faqs/. 

 We hope you will find this helpful. 

 

Covid 19 Volunteer Community Groups 

Community volunteer groups, supported by South Cambs patch officers are up and running 

again across the District. We are very grateful for the range of work that these groups 

undertake across our Ward, including in Great Wilbraham. Council staff and members are 

now holding regular briefing sessions with volunteer groups across the District. These are 

used to pass on information from a range of County and national leaders across the various 

fields, but also to allow volunteer groups to share good practice and ideas with each other. 

The briefings have proved to be popular and successful: the last one, held on Wednesday 4th 

November was attended by ca. 100 people. 

 

In addition the Communities team at South Cambs sends our regular emails both to groups 

and to parish councils with Covid-related updates. We hope you find these useful. The patch 

manager for this Ward is Vicky Hoover.  

 

Financial Support 

In addition to helping residents with council tax payments through the Local Council Tax 

Support Scheme, Housing Benefits and a Covid 19 hardship fund, we are administrating the 

Government's Self-isolation payment for those residents told by the NHS to self isolate 

which includes a discretionary fund available to the Council.  For details go to the South 

Cambs website. 

  

Regrettably two South Cambs council tax payers have been convicted of fraud by not telling 

the Council about changes in their circumstances thereby receiving more benefits than they 

were entitled to.  Anyone having difficulty in paying council tax or rent should contact South 

Cambs.  The council's revenue and benefits team is there to help. 

https://www.scambs.gov.uk/coronavirus/coronavirus-covid-19-faqs/
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Clinically Extremely Vulnerable (CEV) update 

Residents who are at the most risk from coronavirus – those who are Clinically Extremely 

Vulnerable – are being asked to take extra precautions during the new national lockdown. 

This group of people is not as large as the group identified under the previous shielding 

scheme; for example, there is not the need for everyone over 70 to stay at home.  

  

Everyone who is in the Clinically Extremely Vulnerable category has been sent a letter from 

Government to advise them what they need to do to stay safe. We are working with 

Cambridgeshire County Council to follow this up with a further letter/email/text with local 

information about support available. This will include how support can be accessed from 

local community groups. 

  

The precautions Clinically Extremely Vulnerable people are being asked to take mean they 

should stay at home as much as possible, and if they are not able to work from home should 

not work. They are also advised not to go to the shops or the pharmacy and so are going to 

need help. 

  

In South Cambridgeshire: 

• 6,500 people are in the Clinically Extremely Vulnerable category at the moment 

• 3,200 registered on the national support website, or by phone, in the first phase of 

the virus 

• Of those who registered, 750 people had a need for some form of support (many of 

which were helped by community groups) 

  

Along with colleagues at the County Council, we will also be calling people on the Clinically 

Extremely Vulnerable list who are most vulnerable and received support last time. This is so 

we can be sure they have what they need. Part of that conversation will make it clear we 

will share their information with a community group if support can be provided by them, 

such as shopping or the collection of prescriptions. 

  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/new-national-restrictions-from-5-november#protecting-people-more-at-risk-from-coronavirus
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As we are now over seven months into the pandemic, the national systems such as online 

supermarket priority are far more developed. People are also much more aware of the 

amazing support available to them in their community. As this is the case, we do not plan to 

share the data we provided to community groups during the initial lockdown. We would 

encourage groups to remind everyone in their village they are still there to help, including 

using the grants we have offered to send an updated leaflet, if possible. We will be 

contacting you about people who say they need your help. 

 

Guidance for those supporting others – 4 November 2020 updates 

• Coronavirus: How to help safely Across the UK 

• Coronavirus (COVID-19): providing home care 

• Face coverings: when to wear one, exemptions, and how to make your own 

Co-op Food Fund 

Co-op Food Fund grants of £2,000 to £10,000 are available to local charities, community 

organisations, parish and town councils, school PTAs, churches and other religious 

organisations for local programmes that tackle food poverty. Eligible expenditure includes 

food banks, holiday hunger schemes, redistributing surplus food, providing access to 

balanced meals and upskilling people on low cost meal solutions. The deadline to apply is 13 

November 2020. 

 

Carers encouraged not to face lockdown alone 

Carers in Cambridgeshire and Peterborough are being urged to seek the help they need over 

the four-week lockdown and beyond.  Cambridgeshire County Council and Peterborough 

City Council are reaching out to individuals who are looking after a family member or friend 

with a disability, health condition or due to substance misuse, to make them aware of the 

services available to them and to not be afraid to ask for help. A research study by Carers UK 

(Caring behind closed doors) has shown that one in five carers have either had to reduce 

their hours or give up work entirely because of their caring responsibilities during the 

coronavirus pandemic. As a result, carers may feel exhausted, isolated, or close to burnout 

at this time and therefore they are being encouraged to contact their local support service.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-how-to-help-safely--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-providing-home-care
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/face-coverings-when-to-wear-one-and-how-to-make-your-own
https://www.ukcommunityfoundations.org/our-programmes/coopfunding
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Matt Oliver, Head of Think Communities working in the County Covid-19 Coordination Hub 

said: “We recognise that caring for a family member or friend, whilst juggling work and 

other responsibilities can have a significant impact on a person and those they look after. 

The four-week lock down will, no doubt, cause worry for carers already struggling with the 

restrictions. That’s why it is important that they know what support is available during the 

Covid-19 pandemic and beyond.” 

If you are aged 18 or over, contact Caring Together 

If you are aged 18 or over and caring for someone aged 18-65 with a mental health issue, 

contact Making Space 

If you or anyone in your house is aged under 18 and helping to care for someone, 

contact Centre 33 

Business support  

It’s going to be another tough time for local businesses, and our Business Support team is 

ready to help. If any of your local businesses are unsure about what they can/cannot do as 

part of new lockdown measures, or if they need support or advice on where to go for 

financial assistance over coming weeks and months, please remind them that they can 

contact our Business Support team. Email openforbusiness@scambs.gov.uk for general 

support and guidance, or BusinessGrants@scambs.gov.uk for queries relating to Local 

Restriction Support grants.  We are also encouraging businesses to sign up to our regular 

business newsletter and check out our webpages for all the most up to date information 

and business advice. 

 

TRANSPORT 

Cambridge South Station: the new station would connect the Cambridge Biomedical 

Campus with potential destinations such as central London, London Stansted Airport, Ely, 

Birmingham and Europe. 

The station would also provide access to a growing area of high-quality employment and 

also help relieve congestion in the local area by supporting the development of 

http://tracking.vuelio.co.uk/tracking/click?d=Bqqd1gegxecVK70TN_YfVg9d-xIxnbtBDnwYTomeCJMW-CbBV2Lc_pFA8Z--gzj1EbiDdmaijtFzx49phNejd5hwvHyYfUwJd4wyJgCMYtGaKjMiR3SzYwm-UlCJ6i99-alFG2IF5I59ADkWLxiYHx81
http://tracking.vuelio.co.uk/tracking/click?d=aHX5aMavxqjIYpUSyIfCtymmLWS7ssMSbM7BV6txNWemfuL7RpDks7tSYN-muBJsMAejtFzOxuG51s8bDBGU6pNgLQ4jjTe0S-DncE7SGWrsmRKpopa82V40gnPYqLFQOQMWVXWoP8PGMSDgta3KLRr1zBnyX0YobxtIBlzm7XSibtDDlO7U-13i44l4EtvalA2
http://tracking.vuelio.co.uk/tracking/click?d=vXVyhhWxUoWXPLid5CBkQGoFB3QnCXlW1iw8Dnvpy0vm1B02AvbhbQhNACBwYz7mfHRNgWx8dgIALTTQVD1fV1CcD-jKpOIFRbNlNZSoHTQg9rtZid2AtC0ZigBYAERyBlVSCnRtx_SlFvIALylScrA1
mailto:openforbusiness@scambs.gov.uk
mailto:BusinessGrants@scambs.gov.uk
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/business/
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/business/
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environmentally sustainable transport in Cambridge. In the future, East West Rail services 

from Bedford to Cambridge could serve the new station. 

 

The next round of public consultation is now open for six weeks to allow the public to 

comment on the next stage of development for the new station. It closes on Sunday 29 

November. This consultation focusses on station facilities and station access arrangements, 

to make sure that the proposals that have been developed cater for future station users. It 

is also an opportunity to see how the current proposals have addressed the feedback 

received from the first round of consultation earlier this year. 

During this time, the public can view proposals, hold virtual discussions with Network Rail 

representatives and submit comments which will be considered as part of the continuing 

design process. Here is the link to the website 

Cambridge South station consultation website 

The public can view the consultation materials and submit comments via an online survey 

on the consultation portal  

There will also be opportunities to put your questions directly to our project representatives 

via webchat or by phone on the following dates: 

Webchat open from 19 October to 29 October 

• Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 10:00 – 16:00 

• Wednesday 14:00 – 20:00 

Call us on 0800 160 1835 from 19 October to 31 October 

• Monday, Tuesday and Thursday  14:00 – 17:00 

• Wednesday  17:00 – 20:00 

• Saturday  10:00 – 13:00 

Email your questions to: cambridgesouth@networkrail.co.uk 

https://cambridgesouthconsultation.com/
https://cambridgesouthconsultation.com/
https://cambridgesouthconsultation.com/
mailto:cambridgesouth@networkrail.co.uk
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Follow us on Twitter @networkrailLST. Use the hashtag #CambridgeSouth. 

GREATER CAMBRIDGE PARTNERSHIP (GCP) Transport Consultations 

(i) Eastern Access Transport  

A public consultation on access to Cambridge from the East, including from communities 

in South Cambs that border Suffolk, opened on 26th October and runs through to 18th 

December. This covers proposals for active transport, bus transport, park and ride 

solutions, and linking to established and proposed greenways.  We attended a member-

briefing on the next stages of the consultation ; and  a briefing for the Wilbrahams and Six 

Mile Bottom was held last week. We were concerned that the ‘net’ for the consultation 

should be thrown wide enough to ensure those living in villages to the east of the city 

should be properly represented. Details for making a response can be found here.  

https://www.greatercambridge.org.uk/transport/transport-projects/cambridge-eastern-

access 

(ii) Waterbeach to Cambridge: A four-week public engagement campaign on the 

Waterbeach to Cambridge and Cambridge Eastern Access schemes over the summer 

resulted in hundreds of responses. People were asked to comment on the early plans on a 

virtual map and complete a short survey. 

Options in the public consultation include a new segregated mass transit route, which could 

form part of the CAM Metro in the future, connecting the expanding town of Waterbeach to 

Cambridge. 

Other ideas include dedicated cycling and active travel routes that could integrate into the 

GCP’s Waterbeach Greenway and Chisholm Trail projects. These schemes look to deliver the 

improvements needed to help alleviate peak time congestion on the A10 and overcrowding 

on the King’s Lynn to Cambridge train line and meet the increased transport demand that 

Waterbeach new town will bring. 

The eight-week public consultation  has opened and it closes to comments on 14 December. 

For more information and to have your say visit www.greatercambridge.org.uk/W2C-

Consultation. 

 

https://twitter.com/NetworkRailLST
https://www.greatercambridge.org.uk/transport/transport-projects/cambridge-eastern-access
https://www.greatercambridge.org.uk/transport/transport-projects/cambridge-eastern-access
https://www.greatercambridge.org.uk/public-transport-schemes/waterbeach-to-cambridge
https://www.greatercambridge.org.uk/public-transport-schemes/waterbeach-to-cambridge
http://www.greatercambridge.org.uk/W2C-Consultation
http://www.greatercambridge.org.uk/W2C-Consultation
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(iii) Cambridge South East Scheme : the Cambridge South East Transport scheme will 

connect the city, the Cambridge Biomedical Campus and the proposed Cambridge South 

station with communities to the south east including Great Shelford, Stapleford and 

Sawston with onwards journeys to Haverhill. It will also provide links to the Granta Park and 

Babraham Research Campus sites. 

A new travel hub near the A11 will mean drivers can leave their cars outside the city and 

complete their journeys on bike or improved, reliable public transport services running on a 

segregated off-road route. 

The route, which has been refined in a number of areas to reduce impact on farming and 

ecology, is intended to be served by modern, electric vehicles to limit air pollution and 

noise. A separate active travel path will run alongside it, so people can walk, cycle or ride 

horses the whole length of the route – encouraging sustainable and active travel. 

The GCP’s priority public transport routes form an integral part of the delivery of the 

Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Combined Authority’s Cambridgeshire Autonomous 

Metro (CAM) scheme, part of a network of regional routes planned for delivery by 2024.The 

virtual consultation room opened on Monday 19 October 

at www.greatercambridge.org.uk/CambridgeSET. 

 

GCP SKILLS TRAINING 

The Greater Cambridge Partnership is investing nearly £200,000 to help launch a new 

training centre that will get people into work. 

The GCP will fund the £180,000 start-up costs for the new building for social enterprise 

charity New Meaning Foundation. The funding will also cover the cost of teaching 12 

trainees construction skills, with the potential for them to also gain qualifications in English, 

Maths, IT and employability skills. 

The training hub will mainly support people who are at high risk of not getting into work – 

such as those with special educational needs, mental health issues and homelessness. 

http://www.greatercambridge.org.uk/CambridgeSET
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The trainees will learn new skills as they build new modular homes following the success of 

a recent homelessness project led by New Meaning Foundation and Allia with funding from 

the GCP. The project saw the completion of six units by 12 trainees – eight of which now 

work for the foundation or have found a job elsewhere as a result of their new skills and 

experience. 

The Greater Cambridge Partnership is investing nearly £200,000 to help launch a new 

training centre that will get people into work. 

The GCP will fund the £180,000 start-up costs for the new building for social enterprise 

charity New Meaning Foundation. The funding will also cover the cost of teaching 12 

trainees construction skills, with the potential for them to also gain qualifications in English, 

Maths, IT and employability skills. 

The training hub will mainly support people who are at high risk of not getting into work – 

such as those with special educational needs, mental health issues and homelessness. 

NORTH EAST CAMBRIDGE 

The response to the consultation on North East Cambridge has been very good. Many 

residents from both the city and South Cambs have completed the online form, attended 

webinars and used the website, as well as writing and phoning in. Planners are now working 

through the responses and analysing them. The quantity of information given as free text 

means that it will be some time before the report on the consultation is published. 

In the meantime, discussions have begun on representation of and by the community in 

respect of next steps. At a recent well-attended seminar, a number of options were put 

forward. These will be considered by planners and by elected members in both city and 

south cambs and residents will be engaged at every stage. 

 

 POLICE CUTS  

We are very concerned about the impact of cuts to PCSOs on our villages, as outlined in the 

Chief constable’s statement below. Most villages really value their PCSOs and we will be 

asking the PCC how he intends to fill the gap in local service provision in our rural district. 
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The planned changes will see:  

• The reduction of PCSOs from 80 to 40, but with a single role profile and improved 

alignment to their team and they will cover all 28 neighbourhoods in the county to 

deal with the issues that matter most to the local community  

• The removal of the community safety team, resulting in the reduction of six 

community safety officer posts across the force 

• The delivery public enquiry offices providing a seven day a week provision at Thorpe 

Wood and Parkside Police Stations  

• The closure of nine enquiry offices (NOT the police stations), with the 

implementation of a team of police officers to provide people in each local authority 

area with an appointment-based service to allow members of the public to make an 

appointment tospeaktoanofficer. 

Thiswillresultinareductionofenquiryofficersfrom17to11  

• The remodelling of the citizens in policing team, including the removal of the Head of 

Citizens in Policing and Special Constabulary post (which is currently vacant)  

• In the north and south, the development of Area Command Cells and 

Neighbourhood Support T eams to deliver consistent and efficient neighbourhood 

policing across the whole force, and Continuous Professional Development Units 

(CPDU), to support officers with operational competence and training, now and into 

the future with the introduction of PEQF (Policing Education Qualifications 

Framework) as an entry into policing . 

Neighbourhood Watch Network: Funding for Schemes 

The Trustees of Neighbourhood Watch Network have set aside funds toward a 6-month trial 

community grants programme for local groups delivering or setting up Neighbourhood 

Watch activities within their communities. Funds can be used for one-off project work or 

core costs. The size of grants range between £100 - £500. Groups can only hold one grant at 

a time, and can only hold one grant in each financial year. There are limited funds so not 

every application will be accepted.Further details are available from their 

website:https://www.ourwatch.org.uk/communitygrants 

 

https://www.ourwatch.org.uk/communitygrants
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SOUTH CAMBS MOBILE WARDEN SCHEME 

With increased financial support from South Cambs the Mobile Warden Scheme has now 

been extended to cover 49 villages, up from 26 villages in 2018.  Most of these schemes are 

being managed by Age UK, but others are being led by parish councils and community 

groups.  In 2018 with the change in administration the decision was made to end the post 

code lottery of supporting elderly people in their own home and to be proactive in getting 

Mobile Warden Schemes across the District.  Our efforts have focused on villages with high 

numbers of elderly residents.  We are working with the groups to ensure they are financially 

viable. Helping clients stay at home rather than in care is saving adult social care thousands. 

 

HOUSING 

Home-Link consultation 

A consultation has begun into proposals to make minor changes to how Council and Housing 

Association homes across the County are allocated. This follows a detailed review of South 

Cambridgeshire District Council’s Lettings Policy. The consultation is open from 9am on 

Friday 23 October 2020 for 8 weeks. Neighbouring Councils that are part of the 

Cambridgeshire and West Suffolk Home-Link sub-region will also be running consultations. 

Responses must be received by the end of the day on Friday 18 December 2020.Here is the 

link:  respond to the consultation. The main aim is to ensure that homes are provided to 

those most in need and to let Council and housing association properties in a fair and 

transparent way. South Cambs owns and maintains around 5,500 Council homes and hosts 

the Home-Link service that covers Cambridgeshire and West Suffolk.  This system helps to 

decide which residents are allocated which homes. All local Councils and housing 

associations in the area use this system to let their homes. 

  

No changes to any of the ‘bandings’ that people seeking housing are placed into are 

proposed. This sees those in the highest need of housing given priority over those with less 

of a need. Most of the proposed changes to the policy are alterations to wording to make it 

clearer what the policy means and to ensure it is applied consistently across Cambridgeshire 

and West Suffolk. This is important as the system that people use to apply for Council and 

social housing, Home-Link, is joined up across this wide area. 

  

https://www.home-link.org.uk/choice/content.aspx?pageid=1
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/cambridgeshire-and-west-suffolk-home-link-partnership-lettings-policy-consultation/
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In addition, the proposed new policy incorporates changes to how a “local connection” is 

defined and sets out greater clarity as to what is meant in relation to employment 

requirements. There are also proposed changes to give ex-partners or spouses of armed 

forces personnel the same exemption from local connection requirements as their former 

partners when they must move out of an MOD property due to a relationship breakdown. 

This change would be to ensure policy meets the requirements of the Military Covenant.You 

can read the full changes proposed, and take part in the consultation, by following links 

at www.scambs.gov.uk/consultations Responses must be received by the end of the day on 

Friday 18 December. For a paper copy of the consultation please call 03450 450 051. 

 

CLIMATE AND ENVIRONMENT 

(i) Work on Greening South Cambs Hall has been slightly delayed but is now due to start in 

November and should be complete by early summer. This includes installing a ground 

source heating system, new back up boilers and building management control system.  LED 

lights though out the building and 20 EV car charging points power by a photovoltaic array 

covering the car park.  This should have a significant benefit to the council's carbon 

footprint as well as reducing operating costs. We have a huge plan of actions for moving us 

on to be a ZC district all of which are in the early stages but still on track. These are being 

reported to the next CEAC meeting. 

(ii) Led Lighting Work to install LED lighting across South Cambs has begun. Through thbis 

project all the South Cambs-owned street lights will be converted to low-energy usage. It is 

hoped that those in the ownership of parish and county might follow suit.. Where there are 

ornamental columns for the lights these will be replaced like-for-like. In some cases it has 

been possible to assist parish councils with switching their lights to LED usage. This is a 

major green-energy project for the District. 

 

The Government’s Green Homes Grant scheme could fund improvements to reduce energy 

use and lower the amount of carbon dioxide residents’ homes produce.  

• Homeowners (including park homeowner on a residential site) or residential 

landlords could receive vouchers to cover two-thirds of the cost of improvements, 

up to a maximum of £5,000 

http://www.scambs.gov.uk/consultations
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/climate-change/green-homes-grants/
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• Residents receiving certain benefits may be eligible for vouchers covering 100 per 

cent of the cost of the improvements, to the maximum value of £10,000. 

  

There’s more information available on our website, but please note that the scheme is only 

open for a short time: vouchers must be redeemed and work completed by 31 March 2021. 

We are helping to promote this scheme by sharing the information with parish councils, 

including information in South Cambs Magazine (which will be distributed towards the end 

of November) as well as via social media. 

 

South Cambs Compulsory Purchase Policy 

We now have a policy to deal with Compulsory Purchase Orders.  The use of CPOS has to be 

the last resort.  South Cambs has no plans to use these powers.  But it is necessary to be 

open about in what circumstances the powers could be used, how the council will go about 

using its powers and how those affected will be treated and what offer they should expect.  

Compulsory powers can be used not only for development, but also to bring derelict 

property back into use and purchasing community assets for local communities. 

 

TO END THIS REPORT: Confidence in Councils The recent review by the Local Government 

Association of how councils are viewed by residents has shown that confidence in councils is 

at an all-time high. 73 % saying they trust their council to make decisions about services in 

their area and   71% trust their councillors to make good decisions. Additionally, 69% of 

people said they felt their councils kept them well informed. Local councils have really 

stepped up during the pandemic. 

 


