
District Councillor report to Parish Council November 2020 
 
 
Grant funding for PCs  
 
SCDC are providing grants to Parish Councils of between £100 and £400 to tackle their village’s 
response to COVID-19. The amount available will vary according to the number of houses in the 
area covered. This money is designed to support vital work being done by PCs and community 
groups. The money can be used on things such as sanitiser, printing leaflets, providing 
emergency food etc. The council is writing to parish councils, community groups and group 
leaders inviting them to apply for the grant.  
 
Cambridge South Station moves a step closer 
 
The second round of public consultation has now been opened for Cambridge South Station. 
The consultation is being launched and run by Network Rail. I am pleased to see this project 
moving forward, as you know from previous reports I think Cambridge South is long overdue 
given the vast amounts of employment on the Biomedical Campus and new growth and 
communities in the vicinity. I believe the station will provide a greener and more efficient way 
to travel to South Cambridge for employees, patients, visitors etc. This will be another step 
towards meeting our 2050 targets and help to relieve congestion coming into the city. I will be 
taking part in this consultation because I believe it is really important to get things right at this 
early stage in terms of connectivity. I agree with the Mayor regarding the importance of 
keeping this station connected to the local area. I have included a quote from the Combined 
Authority Mayor below. 
 
“This consultation is very important - I urge the public to look carefully at the plans and raise 
questions. I’ve championed Cambridge South and fought successfully to bring forward the 
delivery date, but the station must have the needs of people at its heart.     

I’ve written to Network Rail because it isn’t clear that the current Cambridge South proposal 
offers people the links and services they need. One big reason for the station is to serve the 
many thousands who’ll be commuting to the Cambridge Biomedical Campus. And they will need 
services with frequent stops at a wide range of stations across the region. 

We’re building for a greener, cleaner future so this new station must integrate with all types of 
transport – bikes, e-scooters, footpaths, buses and coaches, and the Cambridgeshire 
Autonomous Metro. It must be able to flex for the development and growth of the surrounding 
area. 

I’m concerned that this interchange potential isn’t an obvious priority in the proposed design, 
and I hope that, when people have their say in the public consultation, they will speak up to 
ensure Cambridge South brings them the stops, services and facilities they need. 



The station needs to dovetail into both national and local rail timetables, with stopping services 
for commuters from places like Ely and March. That’s key to getting people to leave their cars 
for rail and public transport. 

The central case for building this station is to wean us off our cars and on to a more people-
centred public transport system. So I’m pleased that we’ll now see this station open in 2025, but 
I will continue to press Network Rail to make it a really useful hub that will link our county and 
change lives for the future,” said Mayor James Palmer. 

Once this consultation has been complete and outcomes derived, a transport and works act 
order is expected to be submitted to the Transport Secretary next year to get consent to 
proceed. Assuming it is approved work could start on the station in 2023 and it could be then 
open in 2025. I have copied a link to the consultation below and I hope as many of you 
individually or as Parish Councils will respond given the stations importance to our ward. 
 
https://cambridgesouthconsultation.com 
 
£100k home housing project 
 
I have talked a lot previously about the £100k home project with the first 8 houses becoming 
available in Fordham shortly. I hope that the £100k Homes project is taken up in South 
Cambridgeshire on new developments as widely as possible. It is worth noting that for eight 
houses there were 228 applications received of which 147 had the necessary local connections 
to Fordham making them suitable for the homes available. Of the 228 applications virtually all 
were eligible for the £100k home scheme if they were in the right locality. There are more 
£100k homes coming down the line in Ely, Great Abington and Cambridge City. The Combined 
Authority is putting out a call to housing developers across the region to build £100k homes as 
demand is expected to continue to outstrip supply.  
 
https://www.100khomes.co.uk 
 
 
European Union exit webinars for business  

The UK left the EU on 31 January 2020 and businesses are being urged to prepare for the end of 
the transition period on 31 December 2020.To help your business prepare for the UK’s exit 
from the EU, The Cambridgeshire & Peterborough Combined Authority will be offering free 
webinar events listed below. The series of 11 webinars will help you stay on top of the changes 
you need to make to keep your business running smoothly as the UK departs the EU. 

You need to take action now if you're: 

• Importing goods into the UK 
• Exporting goods from the UK 

https://cambridgesouthconsultation.com/
https://www.100khomes.co.uk/


• Travelling to the EU 
• Living and working in the EU 
• Staying in the UK if you're an EU citizen 

More information can be found on the Government website. 

4th November 2020: A new UK-EU trading landscape: 60-day action plan for EU exit – Please 
click here to register your place. 

  11th November 2020: UK border changes impacting flow of UK-EU goods from 1st Jan 2021 –
 Please click here to register your place.  

18th November 2020: Exporting post EU transition, a practical guide for novice and seasoned 
exporters – Please click here to register your place.  

26th November 2020: Importing post EU transition, a practical guide for novice and seasoned 
importers – Please click here to register your place. 

2nd December 2020: Understanding international trade documentation post EU transition –
 Please click here to register your place. 

9th December 2020: Understanding the new UK Global Tariff and trading under preference –
 Please click here to register your place. 

16th December 2020: Navigating Customs formalities and ensuring HMRC compliance – Please 
click here to register your place. 

20th January 2021: The importance of Incoterms in international contracts – Please click here 
to register your place.  

3rd February 2021: Managing financial risk and getting paid when trading internationally –
 Please click here to register your place. 

17th February 2021: Developing overseas markets and managing international partners –
 Please click here to register your place. 

3rd March 2021: Effective international supply chain management – Please click here to 
register your place. 

Consultation begins on Waterbeach to Cambridge options 
 
A consultation has started on the options for a multi-million pound transport scheme with an 
aim to transform public transport and walking and cycling journeys to the North of Cambridge.  
The consultation was launched by the Greater Cambridge Partnership on the 19th October and 
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will be open for four weeks. I have copied the link to the consultation below. There is a lot of 
information on the Greater Cambridge Partnership website also.  
 
https://consultcambs.uk.engagementhq.com/w2c-consultation-2020 
 
Consultation on Cambridge South East Transport project launched 
 
An eight week public consultation starting from the 19th October asks for public views on the 
detail of schemes to better public transport and active travel to the biomedical campus from 
the A11.  With COVID-19 restrictions in place people will be able to visit the GCP’s virtual 
consultation room to share the current plans. I have below copied a quote from Cllr Roger 
Hickford Chair of the GCP’s Executive Board and given you a link to the virtual consultation 
which runs until Monday 14th December.  

“The Cambridge South East Transport project will mean people can travel on reliable public 
transport services and quality walking and cycling routes to get to the Biomedical Campus and 
other destinations like the proposed Cambridge South station – reducing road congestion and 
improving air quality. 

We are committed to developing schemes that improve biodiversity wherever we can. This 
consultation is asking for people to look at the plans to do this and I urge people to share their 
thoughts on how we can best protect and enhance the environment while delivering this 
transport project. 

Once the EIA consultation is complete, the design is expected to be put before the GCP’s 
Executive Board in July 2021 for a decision before an application is made to the Secretary of 
State for Transport for approval. 

The Cambridge South East Transport scheme will connect the city, the Cambridge Biomedical 
Campus and the proposed Cambridge South station with communities to the south east 
including Great Shelford, Stapleford and Sawston with onwards journeys to Haverhill. It will also 
provide links to the Granta Park and Babraham Research Campus sites. 

A new travel hub near the A11 will mean drivers can leave their cars outside the city and 
complete their journeys on bike or improved, reliable public transport services running on a 
segregated off-road route. 

The route, which has been refined in a number of areas to reduce impact on farming and 
ecology, is intended to be served by modern, electric vehicles to limit air pollution and noise. A 
separate active travel path will run alongside it, so people can walk, cycle or ride horses the 
whole length of the route – encouraging sustainable and active travel. 

https://consultcambs.uk.engagementhq.com/w2c-consultation-2020


The GCP’s priority public transport routes form an integral part of the delivery of the 
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Combined Authority’s Cambridgeshire Autonomous Metro 
(CAM) scheme, part of a network of regional routes planned for delivery by 2024.” 

www.greatercambridge.org.uk/CambridgeSET 

Self-isolation support payment launches in South Cambridgeshire  

A payment of £500 has been made available for those that lose income as a result of not being 
able to work due to self-isolating. The Government recently announced this fund as part of a 
package of support helping to compensate for lost income due to having to stay at home and 
self-isolate when requested to do so by Track and Trace. Payments can be back dated from the 
28th of September.  
 
You will be eligible for the self-isolation support payment if you meet all the following criteria:  

• You have been asked to self-isolate by NHS Test & Trace because you have tested 
positive for coronavirus or have been in close contact with someone who has tested 
positive  

• You are employed or self-employed  
• You cannot work from home and will lose income as a result  
• You are claiming at least one of the following benefits: Universal Credit, Working Tax 

Credits, income-related Employment and Support Allowance, income-based Jobseeker’s 
Allowance, Income Support, Pension Credit or Housing Benefit.  

NHS Test & Trace ID number, bank statement, and proof of employment or self-assessment 
returns will need to be provided. Payment is sent within three working days. 

Civil Parking Enforcement  

At September’s Full Council meeting I supported a motion for the District Council to look into 
taking over parking enforcement. South Cambs is one of only 13 authorities in England that 
does not have Civil Parking Enforcement (CPE). With the level of serious crimes that our Police 
force are dealing with, while they do their best it is understandable why they do not make 
much of an impact on parking problems. I believe that if the District Council was able to enforce 
parking in the district we would have a real chance of tackling the parking problems we have, 
and improve the lives of those it impacts. I was really pleased that this had cross party support 
and I hope together we can really achieve something that reduces the parking misery that many 
of our resident’s face. Government is also consulting on extending CPE powers to include 
parking that obstructs the pavement, a link to respond to the consultation is below. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/managing-pavement-parking/pavement-
parking-options-for-change 
 

http://www.greatercambridge.org.uk/CambridgeSET
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Globally renowned expert on tunnel engineering appointed to chair CAM delivery  
 
As you will know from previous reports, I have always been in support of the CAM Metro so I 
was very pleased to see such a suitable recommendation to chair the CAM delivery company. 
Lord Robert Mair CBE is a renowned civil engineer who has worked internationally on major 
projects involving tunneling. His career has been varied but has mainly been made up of 
academia at the University of Cambridge providing his expertise on a range of challenging 
underground construction schemes. He has also been closely involved with design works and 
construction of London’s Jubilee Line extension, HS1 and Crossrail and has most recently been 
advising the government on certain elements of HS2. I hope given his experience with both 
academia and physical projects plus his links to Cambridge will bring a huge amount of 
expertise to the project. I would also hope that given he was president of the Institute of Civil 
Engineers from 2017-18 and that he has chaired the Department of Transport’s Science 
Advisory Council following becoming a member of the House of Lords as an independent cross-
bencher in 2015 he will understand the processes within central government in terms of 
delivering large strategic projects. I have attached a quote from Mayor James Palmer and Lord  
Robert Mair: 
 
“The CAM is an enabler of the better, more prosperous and greener future we want for 
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough by providing world-class public transport normally reserved 
for cities with populations of half a million or more. 

We have the vision. We are now gathering leading experts with a track record of innovative, 
bold new thinking to deliver the solution. 

It is a testament to the ambition, importance and the pioneering nature of CAM that Lord 
Robert Mair has agreed to be put forward for recommendation as our first SPV Board Chair. 

His Cambridge roots will I’m sure add an extra sense of connection to this project and his highly 
relevant experience and access to extensive networks across industry and academia will help us 
push CAM forward at pace. 

Momentum is building. Names of the stature of Lord Mair, alongside our appointment of major 
infrastructure delivery expert Simon Wright OBE this summer, will build further confidence and 
attract more of the very best talent we need to support the delivery of this ground-breaking 
scheme.” 

Lord Robert Mair said: 

“I am delighted to be recommended as the first chair of the CAM SPV Board. 

I grew up, went to school and graduated in Cambridge, returning to the University in 1998 after 
27 years in industry. With this background I have a very strong affection and affiliation with this 
great city and the region. 



The vision for CAM is exciting. A flexible, innovative system will be essential in creating the 
better transport future the region needs and deserves, while also delivering the decarbonised 
journeys needed to help safeguard the environment. The unprecedented effects of a global 
pandemic have also caused a significant shift in how people travel, which must also be factored 
into any new transport scheme. 

Now is the moment to deliver a truly pioneering system benefitting people and businesses 
across the region for decades to come.” 

 
Call for sites released  
 
Following the Shared Planning Service going out to a call for sites as part of the Local Plan 
process, the list of all those sites has now been published by the Council. Councillors have been 
briefed on this process and I have below tried to bullet point relevant notes for Parish Councils. 
 

• There have been 658 sites submitted and 21 green site suggestions. 
o Enough for 220,000 homes and 5 million sqm.  

• Key messages from the council: 
o This is raw data – no judgement has been made yet. 
o This is a normal part of the evidence base required by the legal process. 
o Is being shared for the purpose of transparency. 
o There are far more sites than required. 

 
Below are links to sites that I found to be helpful: 
 
Interactive map to see sites: 
 
https://greatercambridgeplanning.org/emerging-plans-and-guidance/greater-cambridge-local-
plan/document-library/site-submissions/ 
 
Frequently asked Questions: 
https://greatercambridgeplanning.org/emerging-plans-and-guidance/greater-cambridge-local-
plan/frequently-asked-questions/ 
 
Sites from the last local plan and the reasoning for acceptance/refusal: 
 
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/planning/local-plan-and-neighbourhood-planning/strategic-
housing-land-availability-assessment-august-2013/ 
 
 
I am acutely aware of the anxieties that many residents will have due to the quantity of sites 
put forward given it is enough for 220,000 houses though it is important to remember that the 
actual amount required will be significantly lower. I think it is important that residents realise 

https://greatercambridgeplanning.org/emerging-plans-and-guidance/greater-cambridge-local-plan/document-library/site-submissions/
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that this is a long process as an opportunity to officially comment will not be until the 
summer/autumn of 2021. I very much hope and will push for the council to open for comments 
as soon as possible, residents’ voices need to be heard and listened to through this process. 
 
Resignation of two Councillors 
 
I am sad to say that there have been two resignations from the council over the past couple of 
months.  The first, Cllr Philippa Hart who represented Melbourn Ward cited bullying tactics by 
the Liberal Democrat group’s leadership.  The second, Cllr Phillip Allen who represented 
Harston and Comberton cited the Liberal Democrats national leadership on the issue of re-
joining the European Union was not strong enough.  This is a real shame as in the midst of a 
pandemic at a time where residents really need support and representation, there will be a 
deficit of representation at SCDC until May 2021 due to Covid-19 restrictions preventing 
elections until this time. I will be urging the Council to put provision for supportive mechanisms 
so that residents are supported within these villages until May 2021 so that these areas are not 
left at a disadvantage by the situation in which they have been placed.   

South Cambs Hall to close to the public 
 
The Cambourne offices of South Cambridgeshire District Council will be closed from Monday 
28th September following the government’s announcement that everyone who can work from 
home should do so.  Anyone wishing to contact the Council can still do so, such as 
by emailing scdc@scambs.gov.uk or calling 03450 450 500. 
 
Relocation of the Water Treatment Plant 
 
I have talked at length in previous reports about the relocation of the Water Treatment Plant as 
a result of the development for housing on the current water treatment plant site.  I feel that 
the administration has gone rather quiet on where the water treatment plant should be 
relocated to given the only reason the water treatment plant will be moving is because the 
Council wants to develop the North East Cambridge site.  It has always been my view that the 
North-East area action plan is a good one and I broadly agree with the vision that has been set 
out by the administration of SCDC (it would have been very easy for me to be against this 
development from a political perspective, but when the Council is on the right course I will not 
oppose for the sake of opposing).  What I have been disappointed with is the lack of leadership 
by the District Council to formulate a position on the relocation of the water treatment plant I 
believe that if the Council doesn’t put forward its own reasons for or against the three options 
that have been put before us, it will be a huge missed opportunity.   
 
I have not sat on the fence on this issue.  I have responded to the consultation.  My preferred 
site is option 2 as I believe it is the closest to the current site, will have the least impact on the 
greenbelt and has the best options for access given its location to the major road. I do 
understand that there will be positives and negatives with all of the three sites.  At the Full 

http://www.scambs.gov.uk/contact-us
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Council Meeting in September I asked the following question to the lead member of Planning at 
SCDC:  
 
“When will the Council make a decision on which site we will back for the relocation of the 
Water Treatment Plant?”  
 
In reply to this question I was told that the Council has released a statement.  It is my view that 
this statement really doesn’t say much at all but I have attached a link below for you to form 
your own view. 
 
https://scambs.moderngov.co.uk/ieDecisionDetails.aspx?Id=11419 
 
I do feel a little sorry for Anglian Water who are bearing the brunt of the consultation.  It is 
worth remembering that they were happy to remain on the existing site.  It is Councillors that 
want them to move so that we can have this land in an ideal location to build homes.  Obviously 
there will be benefits for Anglian water in terms of a brand new site that will be greener, more 
efficient, able to deal with issues surrounding odour etc, but it is politicians i.e. us as local 
Councillors that want this site to go into the next Local Plan.   
 
 
 
Thank you for taking the time to read my report; if you have any questions or want to discuss 
any of the issues raised email me on graham.cone@councillor.online or ring 07595 361 285 
(please leave a voicemail if I am unavailable) 

         Councillor Graham Cone 
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