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Editorial 

Welcome to a very different Warbler.   This lockdown is something I 

do not think many of us could have foreseen.   As a nurse working for 

Cambridge University Hospitals, I thought we could possibly get 

caught up in a war, but a pandemic was the furthest thing from my 

mind.  

Since we resurrected the Warbler a little over 8 years ago, we have had to make some 

tough decisions and have rubbed some people and organisations up the wrong way, 

but this is probably the hardest decision that the editors have had to make, moving 

away from the much loved A5 printed  copy.   As soon as Lockdown happened John, 

Martin and myself discussed the production and printing of the Warbler at length and 

felt this was the safest arrangement in the current situation.   We had to balance that 

with the possibility of not getting the Warbler to everyone in the villages, and for that 

we apologise.   If we have been ultra-cautious, better safe than sorry. 

One of the main topics running through this edition is conservation.  Nick Toovey 

writes about his tour of the farm at the Temple in Great Wilbraham, and the work Alex 

Wright is doing towards conservation farming.   For David White, Hawk Mill has been  

more like Hyde Park with the amount of people going out for a walk over his farm 

land. 

To get you the Untold Story for this edition. who else could John Tanburn talk to in 

these unprecedented times but his wife.   She talks about her time in Sierra Leone and 

her work in Hospices. 

The speed awareness team report that since lockdown people are speeding more 

through Great Wilbraham.   You can read all about their findings in this issue. 

I hope you like the ‘banner’ picture from Chris Fell.   We think of it as “The 

Wilbrahams and Six Mile Bottom” which you have never seen before. 

It is our intention to return to the ‘normal’ printed copy, delivered to every household 

for the Autumn issue in September.   But we, like everyone, will be watching to see 

how things transpire. 

John Torode 

 

Great Wilbraham 
Little Wilbraham 
Six Mile Bottom 
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Letters 

Dear Editors 

Thanks to the Great Wilbraham Volunteers 

 Dr Hillary Burton supported by volunteers for each area 

of the village have done a brilliant job to ensure the most 

vulnerable in our community have been well looked 

after.   I hope they have felt well supported and included 

as we have all struggled with the Coronavirus lockdown. 

Thanks to them for their care and kindness. 

 Stephen Bartlett, Chairman 

Great Wilbraham Parish Council 

 

Dear Editors 

I would like to say a big thankyou to all you kind people 

who sent me cards, flowers and gifts and all your kind 

thoughts after my recent operation and treatment.   It 

meant so much to me.   I’m now recovering and feeling 

much better, 

Thank you again.     

    Pauline Munday 

 

Dear Editors 

We want to thank from our hearts our wonderful 

neighbours who look after us under lockdown.   For 

medical reasons we have to maintain strict isolation, and 

all our neighbours have done our shopping, especially 

before we could get supermarket delivery slots.   

Opposite, Sue and Paul Lambton, behind Claire and Will 

Brown, and each side Sarah and Ian Fordham and Steph 

and Tom Hunter have all gone out of their way to help.   

It has been really moving to be looked after in this way. 

Thank you, too, to the volunteers who deliver medicines 

to us. 

We are deeply impressed by the way people have got 

together and organised a village care system.   Much 

good has come of lockdown alongside all the damage it 

is doing.   Thank you all. 

Renée and John Tanburn. 

 

Dear Editors 

For eight or nine years, Veronica Atherton has organised 

a rota of volunteer drivers to take disabled patients to the 

Bottisham Medical Practice for their appointments.  That 

has now been superseded by a bigger system.   It would 

seem wrong to let it fade away unnoticed, so this is to 

say, on behalf of patients and drivers, Thank you, 

Veronica, for your initiative, time and efficiency. 

John Tanburn. 

 

 

We’ll Meet Again 

Oh how great to hear birds’ songs filling the air. 

Lovely to see them flying free without a care. 

With hope we will soon be allowed to walk, 

a bit further from home, 

To walk without worry, to just roam. 

This lockdown has taught us to appreciate 

things more 

For me it’s my family, phoning friends, 

a lot more than I did before 

I look forward to meeting up with my mates 

At the moment when one of them comes round 

I stand on the doorstep, they are at the gate. 

And so, just you wait and see. 

Greta Rees 

 

Flowers of Peace prints 
This picture is available as an A4 print 
for a donation of a minimum of £10  per 
copy or with a white mount (30cm x 40 
cm wide) for a minimum donation of £15 
per copy.   Money raised is going to  St 
Nicholas church, who will then pass it on 
to one of the charities supported each 
year. 
Please contact Helen Clarke to make an 
order on 01223 882882 / 07815105092 
or 
email: helen@summerhouse-
paintings.co.uk. 
 

mailto:email:%20helen@summerhouse-paintings.co.uk
mailto:email:%20helen@summerhouse-paintings.co.uk
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Bottisham Medical Practice Patients’ Participation Group 

 

 
 

Important Message from Dr Shackleton 

I am very grateful to our patients for the support and 

consideration they have shown the surgery over the last 

few weeks. 

I know many of you have been living with symptoms and 

delaying your normal follow up and investigations.   This 

has allowed us to focus on managing the impact of 

coronavirus. 

Whilst we are still trying to minimise the number of 

people attending the surgery to reduce risk of transmission 

of Covid-19 I am also concerned that people with serious 

symptoms may not be contacting us either due to fears 

about having to attend hospital or because they are 

worried about taking up a GP appointment during the 

pandemic.    I wanted to reassure you that if you have 

symptoms which are causing you significant concern we 

are still here to support you.    This will initially be as a 

telephone or video call but if it is required we will see you 

face to face in the surgery with infectious control 

measures in place 

We are trying to provide some blood sampling facilities, 

but these are limited.   Patients are able to get bloods taken 

at a clinic in Newmarket Hospital if agreed with your GP. 

I wanted to say a big thank you to the wonderful 

volunteers and staff who have worked tirelessly to deliver 

medications to patients. 

Please have a look at the information detailed below by 

our wonderful Patient Participation Group. 

We are constantly reviewing the situation and trying to 

find the right balance to maximise your safety and health 

as we continue through this pandemic. 

Many Thanks.   Dr Tom Shackleton 

 

Message from the Practice: 

We would like to say a huge thank you for all the 

donations of PPE and small luxury items of chocolates and 

plants to the practice, we have been touched by your 

generosity and apologise we have not been able to make a 

personal written thank you to individuals.  It is hugely 

appreciated by all the staff and has really helped in 

maintaining staff morale at this challenging time.  We 

really appreciate how lucky we are to work in a 

community with such a cohesive and proactive local 

support network.  The community is doing an amazing job 

of looking after each other. 

With best wishes to you all during these difficult times.  

Stay safe.  

Rowena Pilsworth, Practice Business Manager 

And all the Partners and Staff at Bottisham Medical 

Practice 

 

Bottisham Patients’ Participation Group 

We hope everyone is staying safe and well and 

keeping to the current guidelines. 

However, if you do have a health issue, please see Dr 

Shackleton’s message about how the surgery is 

working at the moment. 

Medication:  Prescriptions are now being delivered 

by volunteers to save patients having to visit the 

surgery.   

Cancer Research UK’s video:  Cancer Research UK 

has produced a short video to encourage people to 

contact their GP if they are worried they may be 

showing early symptoms of cancer.    It is important to 

contact your GP if you are concerned about cancer 

symptoms. 

Testing or Swabbing for Covid-19:   

Testing or swabbing is an important part of the Covid-

19 plans to ensure that people can return to work as 

quickly as it is safe to do so and take the appropriate 

actions after they test. 

For all of the latest information about who is eligible 

to access a testing, and how to book a test at one of the 

national testing facilities located in Cambridgeshire 

and Peterborough please visit 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-Covid-19-

getting-tested.   Please note, all tests must be booked 

in advance 

Three Huge Thanks: We are delighted to extend 

thanks to The Bell P.H. Mr and Mrs Wilson, staff and 

customers whose generous donation almost doubled 

what we had saved towards buying the Doppler 

machine.    We have also been given another welcome 

donation from the Meeting Point, so our thanks to 

them, and of course we are also very grateful to all 

who have been contributing through the red bucket so 

we should now be able to purchase the machine.  

Practice Information:  In these difficult and 

changing times please check the Practice website for 

up to date details of how it is working to enable us to 

make the best use of the service. 

Help to Ease Pressure on the Practice:  Think carefully 

before contacting the surgery and be clear what the 

problem is.   It helps if you write down your 

symptoms before phoning so that you remember 

everything. 

Expect there to be a wait before the phone is 

answered, your patience is appreciated. 

Walks for Health:  These are cancelled for the time 

being.    Next Patient Participation Group Meeting: To 

be arranged in due course. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested
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Wilbrahams and Six Mile Bottom COVID-19 Support Group 

On the 18 March, with the coronavirus crisis looming, 20 of us met in the Wilbrahams’ Memorial Hall to discuss how to 

support our residents through this critical time: how we could help people to stay safe and support any who were self-

isolating and, particularly, how we could provide assistance for elderly and vulnerable people experiencing isolation or 

the  loss of their normal support mechanisms.   Nine weeks on we have a chance to reflect.   The good news is that, as far 

as we know, there has been very little serious illness and the community feels stronger than ever. 

Our Covid-19 support group rapidly organised itself.   We have 19 Local Contacts across the three villages who act as the 

first port of contact for nearby residents needing help.  There are 52 volunteers offering various forms of support.   Just as 

a snapshot, for one week in April we did 60 shopping trips, made 61 support phone-calls and undertook many other 

varied tasks, including fetching prescriptions, dog-walking, and help with accessing online information and services.   We 

have also linked to the Well-brahams, so that we can offer extra social or psychological support if necessary.   

Finally, we have been involved in the development, organisation and/or publicity around all sorts of wider support, 

including deliveries of vegetables, pies and beer (very important!), prescription deliveries from Bottisham Medical 

Practice, and information about volunteer transport services to medical appointments and priority shopping deliveries for 

extremely vulnerable people.   This information is all available on the village website https://www.wilbrahams.co.uk/. 

All this time we have had huge support from our Local Councillor, Claire Daunton and Ellen Bridges our liaison officer at 

South Cambridgeshire District Council. 

It has been a privilege to work as coordinators for the volunteers.   Our starting point was a community that knew and 

cared about each other.   But the Covid-19 crisis has brought out an incredible pool of talent– from skills in 

communications and databases to mental health support and sheer neighbourliness.  

Every one of our residents is important to us – and we also hope that we can build on our strengthened sense of 

community as we emerge into whatever the new world holds.   It has been wonderful meeting and working (mainly 

virtually) with new friends, but we do long to meet them in person in the not too distant future! 

The COVID-19 support group will continue to be available as long as it’s needed. 

Hilary Burton (Coordinator, Great Wilbraham, phone 07710 787917) 

Andrew Carter (Coordinator, Little Wilbraham, phone 07749 046499) 
 

 

Angle End, Gt Wilbraham                       
www.hall.gtwilbraham.net 

What a difference two months makes…!   It has been a great shame to have to close our thriving community 

hall to comply with the Government lockdown in the face of a viral pandemic.   Bookings curtailed in mid-

March and we officially closed our doors on the 20th March, just before official confirmation from the 

Government on the 23rd.   All user group rents and booking fees have been waived.   This is a huge loss to the 

villages:  22 community groups and lots of social events filled the villages’ calendar.   Everyone has had to get 

used to a new way of life: slower paced and hopefully enjoying the glorious weather with distanced greetings 

and conversations.    We look forward to a time when it will be safe to open again.  We will take advice on 

what activities will be allowed and in what form, and what extra measures we may need to take to ensure the 

safe use of the premises. 

We have also had to close the gates to the newly completed play 

area, just at the time when the children would most benefit from it.  

Thanks to everyone who has accepted this restriction, which must 

be hard to explain to small children.   It has been great to see the 

recreation ground frequently used for family exercise instead. 

The Memorial Hall Committee have not met for a couple of 

months and we have had to postpone our AGM until restrictions 

are lifted.   Until we can have that meeting, I am serving as ‘Acting 

Chair’ following Ed Brunner’s relocation to Singapore.    We plan 

to try online zoom meetings soon.   It is with sadness that we 

received the resignation of Richard Wright of the Temple from the 

Committee in March.   Mr.  Wright became president and attended 

his first meeting in October 2004.  He stood down as president at the 2009 AGM and has been an Honorary 

Vice President since.    The Committee would like to thank him for his years of dedicated support and interest.  

https://www.wilbrahams.co.uk/
http://www.hall.gtwilbraham.net/
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His wise words at our meetings will be missed.   He was a keen proponent of the New Hall Building and cut the 

ribbon at our opening ceremony in April 2016.   

Behind the scenes, we are still working on the final stages of the Play Area Project.   The fence grant decision 

in March was postponed, but we expect to hear by the end of May if this has been successful.   We still hope 

that we can go ahead with this later in the year.    We also have some landscaping work to finish off.   If you 

have more time on your hands than before, and have or can safely operate a small digger, we would be really 

grateful for some volunteer help.    Please email me on mail@emma-adams.co.uk.   The wildflower project is 

also ongoing. 

Future Events – Rosie White has written separately about the re-imagined ‘Doorstep’ Flower & Produce Show 

on Saturday July 18th.   We hope this works – we know lots of people are making and growing like never 

before, and it would be lovely to share this through the villages!   We have a reserved list of stall holders for the 

Autumn Food & Craft Fair on Sunday 20th September, but are wary that an event that draws crowds is feasible.  

Maybe we can have a Christmas Fair instead..? 

Finally, if anyone has any suggestions or comments regarding the Memorial Hall, please contact me on 881609 

mail@emma-adams.co.uk 

Emma Adams  Acting Chair. 

 

Cambridge Open Studios goes for Windows 

Although the dreaded Covid-19 virus has seen an end to this year's annual art extravaganza we've grown to love, all is not 

lost.   A group of budding members have stepped up to the mark and are in the middle of organising a treasure trail of art 

for the public to enjoy whilst out on their daily walks.  

#Openwindows2020 is a national campaign that is celebrating art in its many forms, displayed in as the name would 

suggest, a window or perhaps front garden.   For all four weekends in July, artists will display their artwork for local 

residents to enjoy. 

WHY? - As chief organiser Kate Green explains, "It's a way that we as a group of artists can invest into our community at 

this extraordinary time.   We hope it will help to keep Cambridge Open Studios on people’s radar, whilst promoting 

creativity and the art businesses, as well as giving the artists something positive to work towards." 

WHEN? - the original COS weekends: July 4th/5th, 11th/12th, 18th/19th, 25th/26th inclusively. 

HOW?  A treasure trail map will be created with spots to indicate the location of participating artists.    The map will be 

available to download from the Cambridge Open Studios website at the beginning of June 

here camopenstudios.co.uk/open-windows 

Usually, the details of each artist and their work is available in advance.   However, participating artists will decorate their 

houses with the Cambridge Open Studios yellow flag and it will become an art treasure hunt for the local neighbourhood. 

Each participating artist will display their name and the Cambridge Open Studios 

website address alongside their art in their window (each artist has their own 

page on this website) so people can find out more about each artist they have 

visited. 

If the lockdown is still in place, we will encourage people to adhere to social 

distancing rules and remind them to only travel locally as part of their daily 

exercise.   There are actually a handful of artist members who have already been 

doing this independently, to various degrees, since the lockdown began.  We 

now have 100+ artists signed up to take part in this initiative during the month of 

July. 

We look forward to bringing you #COSart2020 this July.   

More information can be found at: camopenstudios.co.uk/open-windows 

    Jo Riches 

 

  

Wilbraham Boiler Services 
Plumbing and Heating 

Gas and Oil Servicing and Breakdown 
Boiler Replacements – Landlord Certificates 

General Plumber and Heating 
30 years experience – No jobs too Small 

Mark Taylor 
Call Now : 01223 812024 or 07906 691726 

Helen Clarke will be showing 

her watercolour paintings in the 

windows of her home at Clare 

House 1 High Street Great 

Wilbraham and Summer House 

Studio every weekend in July. 

 

mailto:mail@emma-adams.co.uk
mailto:mail@emma-adams.co.uk
http://camopenstudios.co.uk/open-windows
http://camopenstudios.co.uk/open-windows
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Down to Earth on the Farm 

Where to start??? 

Well, the earth on the farm went from very wet over 

winter to very dry.   April was the sunniest it’s been since 

1929 I believe, with the drought being broken towards the 

end of the month by some very welcome rain.   We have 

been treated to the clearest air and the bluest skies that 

anyone has seen for many decades.   It’s a shame that it’s 

taken a global pandemic and shutdown of industrial 

operations and carefree travel to make the change to the 

environment that we have been aware is needed for a 

while now. 

Of course Covid-19 has had more than just a influence on 

the environmental conditions and everyone will have been 

affected to various degrees from an amount of 

inconvenience at best, through financial hardship to sadly 

loosing loved ones.  

Just as during other times of “disruption” in the history, 

farming continues as normal as a key industry.   The 

agricultural logistic supply chain has continued and has 

reliably delivered fuel and plant protection products within 

a day of ordering.   Our largest input this time of year 

nitrogen fertiliser, is usually held in stock so the weather 

continues to be our most unreliable “input”.  

Panic buying and empty shelves in the supermarkets has 

highlighted the need for our country to be as self sufficient 

of food as possible, and we quickly went from the Mail on 

Sunday newspaper headline reporting Treasury advisor 

Tim Leunig saying he believes “Britain doesn’t need 

farmers” and maintaining “the food sector isn’t critically 

important to the UK” to wondering where our next loaf of 

bread is coming from! 

We also now realise the value of our local shops, post 

offices and pubs who have given sterling ring and collect 

or takeaway service, and provided most essentials when 

the larger shops have struggled. 

As a director of Camgrain Stores I can confirm that we 

continue to give “business as usual” to our supply chain to  

customers with wheat, barley, oats etc moving to mills and 

processors as they require them.   Special mention should 

be made of the store operation’s teams and lorry drivers 

who not only continue to work efficiently under social 

distancing restrictions but in the case of the drivers have 

no convenient roadside welfare facilities at service stations 

to use anymore.   Shortages of, for instance flour on 

supermarket shelves is due to insufficient bagging capacity 

to keep up with shopper demand.   Normally a much larger 

amount would go to catering outlets in larger pack sizes or 

bulk. 

We continue to supply Nestle with ingredient grade clean 

wheat for their Shreddies and Cheerios lines, so there 

should be no excuse not to start the day with a breakfast 

made with locally sourced ingredients.   It really is a 

pleasure working with Nestle, in the last two years we 

have won national awards for being their best supplier and 

this week I have been doing some filming for their social 

media and company promotion people for a global 

campaign.   Not as glamorous as it seems as it involved me 

standing lonely in a field talking the the screen of a smart 

phone! 

Finally a word about footpaths. 

With so many people being off work and locked down the 

need to get out for some daily fresh air and exercise has 

been essential.   We have had many more people than 

usual walking through the farm, more Hyde Park than 

Hawk Mill!   Many, although local have not walked the 

area before and have little idea where they are going. 

Consequentially I had to clearly mark where the paths 

headed to and have marked where people shouldn’t walk, 

after all we are entitled to some isolation too! 

I’m pleased to report that over the last month, other than a 

few cyclists, everyone has been appreciative of the signs 

and the effort we’ve made to make it easy for everyone to 

be able to enjoy the footpath network, and I’ve only had to 

pick two lots of litter. 

Thank you all for your cooperation. 

Stay safe and well.   David White 
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Sleeping through Lockdown 

The emotional and mental health issues related to daily life 

under the restrictions of the current Covid-19 Lockdown 

can increase stress which may disrupt many aspects of our 

lives including our sleep.   People who have suffered from 

chronic sleep deprivation know that it can cause mental fog 

and physically weigh us down.    In this issue of the Warbler, 

I suggest some ways we can improve our sleep quality to 

enhance our resilience to the psychological and physical 

stresses we are facing. 

No one can think clearly for long when short of sleep and 

the most common forms of insomnia are not being able to 

fall asleep or waking up early, but not being able to get back 

to sleep.   Recent studies have shown that people who ate 

meals rich in protein and fibre got to sleep faster and slept 

more deeply than when they ate meals high in 

carbohydrates, sugar and saturated fat.   

This may be due to improvements in gut bacteria when 

eating a more Mediterranean diet.    If you vary and increase 

the types of vegetables you eat and include gut-friendly 

foods (yogurt, sauerkraut, pulses, onions, leeks, garlic, oats, 

flaxseeds and cocoa), you’ll increase the diversity and 

number of your gut bacteria which may help you sleep 

better. 

Getting up at the same time every day or within a limited 

time window helps to regulate the body clock as does  

 

exposing our eyes to bright light early in the day even if it’s 

only sticking your head outside for a few minutes every 

morning.  Your daily exercise session in fresh air and 

daylight will really help not only your fitness, but your sleep 

too.   During this lockdown period, our need to follow the 

news and be in touch with our family/friends has increased 

our use of smart phones/devices.   They can keep us up late 

and the blue light they emit can disrupt the production of 

melatonin, the sleep hormone, which can ruin our sleep.    So, 

try not taking your phone/tablet into the bedroom or put it 

face down and out of reach with the sound switched off. 

And, if you are haunted by calamitous thoughts when you 

should be asleep, focus instead on your breathing.  

Everything is better when we remember to breathe.   Your 

mind will wander again to terrible doom; steer it back to your 

breathing.    Being mindful of the In breath and the Out breath 

will lull you back to sleep eventually.    When the cataclysmic 

thoughts return – and they will – do not be those thoughts, 

merely observe yourself having them.  

You can also steer them away from everything that could 

possibly go wrong in the future to what is lovely right now 

in the present: bird song, spring blossom, sunshine… 

Every day we need physical energy, mental clarity, and 

emotional balance to tackle everything that comes our way. 

Self-care is the secret to living well especially during these 

difficult and uncertain times.   Sleeping well will help you 

achieve and maintain well-being, so I wish you sweet 

dreams... 

Juliette Baysham 

 

 
Following government advice for health professionals during the coronavirus lockdown, we can offer 
only phone consultations other than in the most urgent cases and our exercise classes have been 
suspended. 
 
Once the restrictions are lifted, the clinic will re-open and the classes will re-start. Meanwhile, we are 
happy to discuss your requirements should you wish to contact us (details below), and you can visit our 
website for further information including exercise videos you can practice in your own home. 
 
Essential Health is an innovative complementary therapy practice offering holistic health care and is run 
by Juliette Baysham B.Ost, a CNHC registered craniosacral therapist, yoga instructor and nutrition 
advisor. Homeopathy is provided by Sian Moss BSC LCHE.  Jed Robinson ISR provides advanced soft 
tissue massage and osteopathic spinal manipulation.  Francesca Fox-McConnell (IATS) is a Theraplate 
specialist. 

Juliette: jbaysham@hotmail.com  07786 067077 01223 881889 
Sian: 07814 951127   Jed: info@jrclinicalmassage.co.uk    Francesca: 07854 009281 

www.juliettebaysham.co.uk 
34 Angle End - Great Wilbraham - CB21 5JGw 

Deadline for the Autumn edition of the Warbler is 

Monday 10 August 2020 
Email contributions or adverts to; 

bramwell@globalnet.co.uk   :    martin@gienke.net  :  johnboy_torode@hotmail.com> 

Hand-written or typed contributions can be handed in or posted to the editors. 

mailto:jbaysham@hotmail.com
mailto:info@jrclinicalmassage.co.uk
http://www.juliettebaysham.co.uk/
mailto:bramwell@globalnet.co.uk
mailto:martin@gienke.net
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Great Wilbraham CE (VC) Primary School 
Headteacher: Mr Richard Brown BEd (Hons) NPQH 

Great Wilbraham C of E Primary School, Church Street, Great Wilbraham, Cambridge, CB21 

5JQ, 01223 880408 

Dear Community,  

I trust you are well and keeping safe and hope you are 

living daily life the best way possible at this difficult time.   

Like many of you, I have been working from home 

throughout the past few weeks liaising with other schools 

and staff, hosting and participating in numerous online 

meetings (including staff meetings which have been really 

proactive) and everyone seems to be settling into our new 

norm.   At the time of writing, we are all still in lockdown 

for the foreseeable but we are keeping abreast of the ever 

changing current situation and liaising with county and 

other schools. 

Huge effort has been made by staff to prepare home 

learning activities every week and to be available every 

day on their class emails.   We also have Mrs Turner 

providing craft packs for children in the village and we 

have just started up a book ‘click and collect’ service at 

the school which runs weekly.   We are trying to keep in 

contact with our families through phone calls, emails. 

Balancing work and home learning is challenging, both 

my wife and I work full time but we have had fun with 

some of the activities.   One of my passions is design and 

technology (DT) and my son is my DT guinea pig by 

trying out new activities.   Last week he completed his 

automaton (which I had intended to do with Badger class 

but unfortunately this was not possible before the lockdown) and he has also completed a castle project with working 

drawbridge and portcullis and an Egyptian shaduf.   We have also done some bicycle maintenance, cooking, completing 

his home learning and in return he has helped me develop my gaming skills and teach me a few chords on the guitar.   It 

has also been good to catch up on some personal reading – both educational and recreational. 

On behalf of all the staff we all miss the interaction with our community, particularly the children, but we hope you are all 

well and keeping safe in these historic and unprecedented times. 

Richard Brown Headteacher 

 

 

 

MOT Testing, Servicing & Auto Repairs 

Unit 3, Station Yard, Wilbraham Road 
Fulbourn, Cambridge CB21 5ET 

Tel: (01223) 880747 
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A view from the garden 

June heralds the beginning of summer and the early morning air is full of expectation.   Fresh voices arrive from our 

winged migrants, adding an extra dimension to birdsong in the countryside.   A cuckoo chimes its iconic call from 

somewhere across the fen, interspersed with sudden screams from a small fight of swifts tearing across the rooftops.  

Across the field a pair of buzzard’s mew, whilst in a nearby tree a chiffchaff chirrups in a burst to challenge the local 

blackbird.   The rhythm of the natural world carries on oblivious to the crisis in the human population, increasingly 

audible against the unusually peaceful background. 

Overhead, the sky has suddenly blossomed into a stunning azure-blue colour, enhanced against a vivid green canopy of 

trees and fields.   I can only hope that this signals the start of a new era, where ‘new normal’ must surely mean less 

pollution and a less-hurried existence, in which we can all enjoy the delights of our natural surroundings. 

For many of us the ‘lockdown’ period has meant more activity within the confines of our gardens, a perfect space to 

practice our social distancing.   The prolonged period of settled weather has been a real bonus for outdoor activities and 

I’m sure that many gardens are looking better than they have for a long time.   There is also plenty of promise on the fruit 

trees and bushes after a good spell during blossom.   When ‘June drop’ has passed there might still be the need for a bit of 

thinning to reduce the weight of fruit on the ends of branches.   But now we need a good rain, especially for the vegetable 

garden where I’ve already started a regular watering regime.   Finally a reminder that now is the time to sow wallflower 

seeds to make sturdy plants for autumn.   You should protect from flea beetle by covering the seedlings with a strip of 

fleece until the true leaves have developed. Enjoy the summer 

Nigel Start 

 

GT. Wilbraham Patchwork & Quilting Group 

Despite our March session being cancelled due to the closure of 

the Memorial Hall at the start of the coronavirus lockdown the 

ladies of the P&Q group have continued to be creative and keep 

on sewing. 

Many of us have been involved in sewing for the NHS including 

making Scrubs laundry bags, masks and sets of Scrubs for 

Papworth, Hinchingbrooke and Addenbrookes hospitals to name 

just a few.   It has been a comfort to know we can do something 

positive with our skills to help our keyworkers on the frontline 

to stay safe. 

Others have been using their time to finish off UFO’s – that’s Unfinished Objects in P&Q talk! 

In readiness for an eventual easing of the lockdown the hall is booked for the last Wednesday in September when 

hopefully we will be able to socially distance sew together again.    If you have rekindled your creative and sewing skills 

during lockdown and would like to learn more please email me : niki.chandler@hotmail.co.uk 

Niki Chandler 

 

Dave “Sooty” Sadler 

Professional Chimney Sweep 
Service Established 1980 

All Types of Chimneys Swept 
Brush and Vac 

Approved User of the Rodtech 
UK Ltd Power Sweeping 

System 
Public Liability Insurance 

Certificates Issued 
Covering All Areas 

For the Most Prompt & Reliable 
Service 

Contact me: 
Tel: 01638 552573 

MOB: 07783912234 
Email sootysad@hotmail.com 

Or Book via my website 
www.sootysad.co.uk 

mailto:niki.chandler@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:sootysad@hotmail.com
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Conservation Farming at Wilbraham Temple, Great Wilbraham 

Following the formation of the Wilbrahams Environment Group (and my short piece in the last issue of The Warbler re 

the beautiful hedge–laying along the road between the two Wilbrahams) Alex Wright, who runs the farm at Wilbraham 

Temple, kindly agreed to give me a tour of his farm and to explain the transformation taking place there. 

The farm, including the main house and its parkland, measures about 

250 acres and is principally the block of land on the North side of the 

road from Little to Great Wilbraham, skirting the village housing of 

Great and then bounded by Street Way as that track runs from Butt 

Lane up to the road to Six Mile Bottom.   It also includes the first 

field on the School side of Great Wilbraham Road and the field 

opposite the Hole in the Wall.   Please refer to the map printed here. 

The main farm was bought 40 years ago by Alex’s parents Richard 

and Angela and operated mainly as an arable farm, growing the usual 

crops, until the beginning of the new farming year in Autumn 2018.   

Then Alex signed up to a Countryside Stewardship scheme overseen 

by Defra, Natural England and the Forestry Commission.   Under the 

scheme the farm is paid to manage the land, grow various mixes of 

plants to improve wildlife habitats and reinvigorate the soil after years of intensive farming. 

In addition, Alex has been successful in obtaining Capital Grants for hedge planting and hedge laying – as seen by all of 

us.   The plan is to continue the hedge laying later this year along the Six Mile Bottom Road boundary – quite an 

undertaking!   The fields there and along Street Way are mainly planted with a mixture of flower-rich grasses and strips 

with different plants specifically chosen to provide winter food for birds.   The 

same regime applies to the field opposite the Hole in the Wall – hence the 

magnificent spectacle of sunflowers which we all saw and enjoyed last Summer 

and whose seed has since sustained so many birds, like the flocks of goldfinches 

evident there this Spring. 

Other areas, including the first field on your left as you walk beyond the school 

towards Little Wilbraham, are planted with nectar-rich plants to encourage and 

feed butterflies and other insects.   A further area has been designated as a 

“beetle bank” – self-explanatory.   Yet another field, not readily visible from the 

public roads/paths, has “legume and herb-rich” planting.   None of these “crops” 

is grown for human consumption – they are all for Nature.  

One of the most important parts of the Stewardship Scheme is the additional feeding of farmland birds through the winter 

months.   This is done by spreading a mixture of millet, sunflower hearts and canary seed along tracks or over stubble 

every week between December and April. 

Pesticide use has almost ceased – only spot treatment of pernicious weeds is permitted.  Some fertilisers are allowed 

depending on their type. 

Most fields will be grazed towards the end of the summer with sheep or alternatively cut to allow for regrowth or 

replanting next year. 

Alex plans to “lay” more of the existing hedges on the farm: he explained that, as compared with a normal hedge, a 

properly laid hedge creates a stronger boundary, provides thicker cover for wildlife, especially at ground level and is a 

better windbreak.  It also increases the hedge’s carbon storage capability and looks great! 

The farm has significant areas of trees which have reached – or passed- maturity and are suffering in high winds.   Some 

of these trees have been cleared and replaced by new plantings of native species such as beech, oak and hazel.   This is an 

ongoing programme.  

Alex and his gamekeeper Stewart Wilson believe that wildlife is already increasing on the farm.   Bird surveys have been 

carried out regularly for the past three years and statistics go off to the Game and Wildlife Conservation Trust.   The farm 

has pheasants and both common red-legged partridges and the rarer English greys.   There are increasing numbers of 

mammals such as muntjac, roe deer and hares.   Occasionally these must be controlled to protect the growth of young 

trees and shrubs.  

Alex believes there is a strong mutually beneficial link between this conservation approach and the maintenance of a 

rough shoot on the farm.   The creation of new habitats such as hedges and woods and the introduction of seed rich mixes 

to support a variety of species are fundamental to both enterprises.  

The Countryside Stewardship Scheme at Wilbraham Temple runs for 5 years until 2023, after which Alex hopes to be 

able to enrol in England’s new Environmental Land Management Scheme which will replace all existing agri-

environment schemes.   The aim is to continue to support wildlife and to improve our local environment in the 

Wilbrahams. 

Many thanks to Alex for his time and co-operation in the writing of this article    Nick Toovey 
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Parish Council News Great Wilbraham Parish 

Parish Council Meetings via video conferencing 

Due to the Covid-19 restrictions, from the 4th April Local authorities in England were handed new powers to hold public 

meetings virtually by using video or telephone conferencing technology. 

The government has temporarily removed the legal requirement for local authorities to hold public meetings in person 

during the coronavirus pandemic.   This enables councils to take effective and transparent decisions on the delivery of 

services for residents and ensure that local democracy continues to thrive. 

On the 16th April Great Wilbraham Parish Council held their first meeting via Zoom and will continue to use this facility 

until the restrictions are lifted.   If you would like to join a meeting, the meeting ID and password can be found on the 

meeting agenda.   To help with the smooth running of these meetings we do ask for any questions be submitted in writing 

to the Chairman of the Parish Council or the Parish Clerk no later than 24 hours before the scheduled start time of the 

relevant Council or Committee meeting. 

If you would like any help in joining a GWPC meeting, please to not hesitate to contact the Clerk. 

Annual Parish Meeting – 23rd April 2020 – POSTPONED 

Unfortunately, due to the restrictions the 2020 APM has been postponed indefinitely.   The Parish Council are still 

collating community reports which will be added to the website.   If you would like to provide a report on your groups 

activities please email them to clerkGW@wilbrahams.co.uk. 

Parish Accounts 2019 – 2020 

The 2019/2020 accounts have been prepared and will be audited internally by Canalbs Ltd.   Each year the body's annual 

return is audited by an auditor appointed by the Audit commission.   This year it has appointed PKF Littlejohn.   Any 

person interested has the right to inspect the accounts and accounting statements.   The documents for year ended 31st 

March 2020 will be available on reasonable notice by application to the Clerk. 

Community Support 

The Parish Council is always keen to support community activity in the village and is most grateful to anyone who has 

done things to foster community cohesion in the past year.   

Great Wilbraham Parish Council has money available to be awarded in grants to organisations for projects that will be of 

benefit to the residents of the Parish.   If you are a part of a community group or project and feel you have a funding need, 

please look at the policy, which can be found on the www.wilbrahams.co.uk site to see if you meet the criteria to apply 

for a grant from the Parish Council.   If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact the Parish Clerk. 

Next Council Meeting 

The next scheduled full council meeting will be held on Thursday 16th July at 7.30pm via Zoom (if restrictions are still in 

place).   All residents are very welcome to attend.   The meeting ID will be found on the agenda. 

Please check the Parish website for regular updates - www.wilbrahams.co.uk 

Natalie Mulvey   Clerk Great Wilbraham Parish Council 

 

 

 

Cat Sitter Home Visits 

Allowing your feline friend to remain in the comfort of his/her own home while you 
are away is very important to cats.  Territory is crucial and being removed from that 
territory can be extremely stressful.  We offer a service tailored to the individual 
needs of your cat which includes the following:- 

❖ 30 minute visits to your house 
❖ Lots of affection and play 

❖ Basic grooming and medication as required 
❖ Feeding, litter tray cleaning, care of the home 

❖ Run by Sarah with > 30 years pet ownership experience and > 10 years 
healthcare experience (human plus veterinary) 

❖ All the team are dedicated feline fanatics, CRB-checked and insured 
❖ Tel:  07900 213245 

❖ E-mail:  info@fulbournfelines.co.uk 
Web:  www.fulbournfelines.co.uk 

 
 
 
 

 

Carpet Cleaning 
& 

Stone Floor, Upholstery, 

Rugs 
A few points that make us stand out, 

 

Rothwell’s has been in business since 

1993 
We’re an honest local family firm. 
Our large truck mounted machines 

mean more cleaning & drying power 
for the best results possible. 

Members of both the NCCA and 
TACCA. 

We will move the furniture. 
100% satisfaction or it’s FREE. 

 

Call Oliver and Max Campbell for 
expert help today. 

01223 832 928 
www.Rothwells.biz 

 

mailto:clerkGW@wilbrahams.co.uk
http://www.wilbrahams.co.uk/
mailto:info@fulbournfelines.co.uk
http://www.fulbournfelines.co.uk/
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The DOORSTEP Wilbrahams’ and Six Mile Bottom  
Vegetable Flower and Produce Show, Saturday, 18th July 2020 

It seems due to the current situation of Coronavirus that the Show as we know it, will sadly not be taking place in the 

Memorial Hall this year. 

However, it would be a shame for the day to go un-noticed, so the idea is to have a DOORSTEP SHOW instead! 

During ‘lockdown’ many of you may have been busier in your gardens than usual and had more time for baking and craft 

making.   This would give you the ideal opportunity to ‘show off’ your wares and we suggest that you make up a table 

display in your front garden/path/drive (i.e. visible from the road but not blocking the pavement) from 10am - 1pm.   For 

anyone who doesn’t have a suitable area, perhaps theycould display at a neighbours.   There is no Schedule to follow so 

you have a free rein to display anything at all you feel proud of, grouped into the categories below.   There will be no 

entry fee to pay or prize money given but we will be awarding the Cups for Best Exhibits in each section and one for the 

overall most dynamic table display!   

The categories are: 

Home grown fruit/vegetables (The Stephenson Cup) 

Flowers/foliage/plants from your garden (The Brian Fisher Salver) 

Flower arrangement with one or more roses.  (The Rose Bowl) 

Home produce e.g. eggs, preserves, bread, baking (Social Club Cup) 

Arts and Crafts - made within the last year (2012 Jubilee Rose Bowl) 

Children’s Arts and Crafts (Thistle Tankard) 

Children’s Scarecrow competition (Junior Cup) 

The best overall table display (Doris Franklin Cup) 

Each table will be photographed and judging done remotely with the results 

being available by the following evening on the village website (No tastings or 

touching of items will occur). 

A flyer will be delivered to your door mid - late June with all the details and instructions for the day.   On the back, there 

will be a section for you to fill in your name and address, which will need to be visible on your table for when the photo is 

taken (so that we know whose display belongs to whom!).   The idea is that you let us know by Saturday 11th July if you 

are intending to take part so that we can make a map. 

The Photography Section, which had already been arranged (see classes below as per Schedule, printed in the Spring 

Edition of the Warbler) will go ahead as usual and photos submitted on-line please to chris.fell@me.com by midnight 

Friday, 17th July.   The winner will be awarded The Les Potter Cup 

Classes: 

1) ’’Tree(s)” (an image showing one or more trees to their best advantage) 

2) A Wilbraham or Six Mile Bottom Landmark (think about a thing or place which you might use when giving 

directions e.g. “Turn left at the…..”) 

3) ”Lines curves and patterns”  (e.g. tiles, a modern building, manhole covers use your imagination!) 

4) ”Blue” (anything mostly blue) 

5) Wild visitors to the garden (e.g. insects, foxes, birds - what can you find?) 

The “SPUD IN THE BUCKET” Competition and the “PELARGONIUM 

PLUG PLANT” Competition (David Waters’ Memorial Cup): 

I hope these are thriving and growing well?! I have had several people say that 

their potato plants are shooting up…let’s hope there will be a good crop 

below! 

Please deliver your entries (with your name and contact number securely 

attached) by 12 midday on 18th July to the driveway of 13, High Street, Great 

Wilbraham where there will be marked areas to put them. (If you are unable to 

bring your entries yourself, please let me know by 17th July and I will collect 

them.) 

Your plants and bags of weighed potatoes will be ready for collection by 4pm.  

We are looking forward to this being an enjoyable and fun day.…and 

hopefully sunny, allowing people to walk around the villages admiring the 

‘fruits of your labours’ whilst maintaining the current Government guidelines 

on social distancing. Please don’t hesitate to contact me with any queries and in the meantime keep safe and well! 

Rosie White   Tel: 01223 881293. Mobile: 07757982934  Email: rosiewhite77@hotmail.com 

 

mailto:rosiewhite77@hotmail.com
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Untold Stories - Renee Tanburn 

Who to talk to under lockdown?   My wife of course! Renée is known to some through bellringing, bridge or in other 

ways, but she has many untold stories. I said - 

One of the things I have always loved about you is your Irishness. 

I was born in Achill, a beautiful place on the west coast of Ireland, the second 

of seven surviving children.   My mother had 10 pregnancies, but three babies 

died. 

Was it a happy childhood? 

It was mixed, both happy and difficult.   Difficult because one of the babies, a 

girl, died when I was about two years old.   Even at that age I had felt close to 

her.   That left me trying to discover what death meant.   I remember being 

taken, aged about six, to the wake of a friend’s grandmother, seeing the body 

and thinking.   That does not tell me anything about death.  

We went to the local primary school and then to an Irish-speaking boarding 

school, where we spoke Irish all the time.   I loved the language, and I have 

always had a sense of being Irish, and the importance of the Irish language and folklore.   I even dreamt in Irish. I loved 

reading. 

When you left school, you went into medicine.   Why? 

I had this yen to find out about death.   I was interested in Africa, and to go there as a doctor seemed a good combination. 

Also my mother’s nursing stories had given me an interest in how the body works.   I was trained at University College, 

Dublin.   After qualifying I went to a catholic mission hospital in Sierra Leone, as a volunteer paid a living allowance by 

the Irish government.   I had been there about three months when my father died suddenly.   I flew back, but missed his 

funeral due to a strike.  When I returned to the hospital, a little old lady who had been discharged came and just put her 

arms round me.   It still touches me, and it taught me that you do not have to know the language to communicate.   I really 

enjoyed being with the people. 

Medically, you were doing everything? 

Yes: medicine, surgery, obstetrics, gynaecology, out-patients and community health.   Later I moved from the mission 

hospital to resurrect a defunct government hospital.   We would go out visiting the villages in the early morning and 

return to do clinics and other hospital work.   The grannies were the traditional birth attendants.   They were a lively and 

lovely bunch.   I did a course at Liverpool on tropical medicine and hygiene which also gave me access to research.    

Lassa fever was rampant then, a bit like Ebola, and I took part in some research.  I took a year’s course in Antwerp for a 

master’s degree in community health planning.   For my last three years in Sierra Leone I was Programme Manager for a 

Primary Care programme in one of the districts in the north of the country, a new tribe for me and a new language.   This 

meant a lot of travel in a pick-up, often on unmade tracks, to provide support and training in the many scattered health 

centres.   I really loved working with the local people.   One night I was doing a caesarean section in the hospital, which 

was opposite the Paramount Chief’s compound, when the electricity failed.   I asked a nurse to go the Paramount Chief 

and ask him for torches.   He obliged, and we finished the section by torchlight. 

I notice that, as you describe working among the local people, you have become quite emotional. You really loved them. 

Yes. They reminded me of the warm-hearted, hospitable people of many Irish country villages. 

Why did you leave Sierra Leone? Were you there during the civil war? 

No, I left about six months before that – there was no inkling of it then. I had done all I could in the district and a Sierra 

Leonian was taking over from me, which was what I wanted.  It made me take stock of what I wanted to do with the rest 

of my life.   I took a year out, and someone suggested I should look at palliative care, working in hospices.   I contacted 

Sheila Cassidy.   She had worked in Chile and had been imprisoned and tortured there, and I had read her books.   She 

was in charge of the hospice in Plymouth and I spent some months with her.  It just fitted. 

Did this connect with your earlier preoccupation with death? 

Yes, and there was another connection.  While I was in Sierra Leone, my sister Eileen’s husband Ray got melanoma.   He 

did nothing about it until it was too late, so I returned to look after him until he died.   My mother also died while I was in 

Sierra Leone.   These, and my experiences out there, all fed into what I wanted to do.   I got a job in a community hospice 

in Kent – again going out to people in their homes – and then in the Pilgrims’ Hospices in east Kent.   Then in 1994 we 

met! 

We got together while you were working in the Pilgrims’ Hospices, and you used to come home from work with stories 

that moved me deeply.   People often have the mistaken idea that hospices are places where people go to die, and must be 

very sad places.   But it is not like that at all – would you like to say something about that? 

Many go home.  The same percentage of people who die in hospices as die in hospitals.   Some come in for a stay to give 

their carers a respite.   Some want to die at home.   I remember one man who was dying and wanted to die at home.   We 

got him an ambulance, and he died five minutes after getting into his own bed.   As for the atmosphere, you should read 
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some of the very many letters I had from the relatives of people who did die, saying how “you brightened up our 

time…”,” It was a cheerful, happy place to come to”.   I had done a master’s degree in psychotherapy and that helped me 

to be with people, not just to control symptoms but to be with them at a very important time in their lives. 

That must have helped when you had to deliver bad news.  

It helped me to be in tune with myself.   If you are not in tune with yourself, you can not be in tune with another person. 

Pain control is a large part of it, but symptom control is not just a clinical skill, it is about putting people at ease.  

Going back to the beginning, how did your experiences in hospices help you to understand death? 

I understand more the process of dying.   What it means to be dead I still don’t know! 

What does it mean to you to live in Great Wilbraham? 

Soon after we moved here I took up bell-ringing, and that was a great adventure and I have made lots of good friends.   I 

love living here. 

So do I.   And since isolation we have been wonderfully looked after by all our neighbours.   Renée, thank you for sharing 

so much.   Time for lunch. 

John Tanburn. 

 

Keep Singing with the Choir 

Sadly, due to COVID-19 restrictions the Wilbraham’s Community Choir is temporarily suspended and our summer 

concert postponed.  

However, the choir remains active virtually 

with approximately 20 members attending 

online via a Zoom meeting at 8.05pm on 

Thursday evenings.   Every week Gill 

Humphrey (our Choir Director) emails 

members with music to sing in our own 

homes, alongside backing tracks, which is still 

lots of fun!    Recently, we have sung through 

a number of choir arrangements of for 

example; ‘California Dreaming’, ‘Right Said 

Fred’, ‘Lily the Pink’ (with lyrics wittily 

adapted by our in-house lyricist Martin 

Gienke), ‘A Million Dreams’ and ‘Something 

Inside So Strong’.  

We hope to get back to normal rehearsals in the Memorial Hall, Great Wilbraham when it is safe to do so and set a fresh 

date for our annual concert.   In the meantime, we have the online sessions and behind the scenes, we are developing our 

new website (thank you Dave Humphrey), which will hopefully direct new members to the choir and act as a great 

resource for current members.  

This is a difficult period for all of us and hence it is a good time to recognise that there are significant mental health 

benefits from singing. If reading this, you or anyone else are thinking you would be interested in attending our online 

choir sessions and enjoy some singing in your own home, then you are welcome!   This invitation is open to anyone and 

extends outside the Wilbrahams.    Please just get in touch with Vanessa at vanessajnichols@gmail..com or 

07876363707..  

Stay Safe and Keep Singing!         Vanessa Nichols 

 

mailto:vanessajnichols@gmail.com
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From our District Councillor 

Chapel Dental 

I hope you are all well and keeping safe. 

With huge regrets we had, by order of the Chief Dental Officer of England, to close 

the Dental Practice from the end of March, with all other dentists in the country. 

Patient and staff safety is the most important thing in any healthcare setting. 

As Covid-19 has been proven to spread in aerosol, and dentistry is one of the most 

aerosol generating professions any none urgent treatment had to be suspended. 

We are available for telephone triage for all pain and swelling, for all our patients 

and anyone who cannot access dental advice easily . 

Please call us 01223 811844 for urgent dental advice (even before 111) 

Please check our NHS Choices Chapel Dental website for other useful-non urgent advice and oral health information. 

We are awaiting more information about reopening when there is enough high level PPE ( we will need similar personal 

protection equipment to the Covid-19 wards in hospitals and sadly there just isn’t enough supply for us yet). 

We are supporting the Urgent Dental Care Centres in the Eastern area who are open for the severe pain and swelling 

cases, that must be seen. 

We are also on the redeployment lists for the NHS nightingale hospitals. 

I would like to thank from the bottom of my heart all our wonderful and very patient patients for their understanding in 

this unprecedented situation. 

Keep safe and isolate.         Claire Jackman, Chapel Dental 

On my list were: an art gallery, a cattery, a windscreen 

maker, a builder – and a quite a few more. These are local, 

Ward-area, businesses.  Phoning them to remind them to 

make claims, and offering help with this, has been just one 

part of the recent work of councillors.  

Walking around the Wilbrahams, and just a little wider, over 

the past several weeks, one becomes slowly aware of how 

much professional work goes on in tiny workshops down 

hidden drives, behind the doors of individual houses as well 

as behind shop fronts.  Many, if not most, of these local 

businesses have had to close for the past eight weeks, 

leaving owners and employees with unmet orders or 

unfulfilled plans, anxiety, possible debts, and tough 

decisions for the future. 

The vast sums of money that have been offered to help the 

self-employed and businesses nationwide, have to be 

packaged into schemes of loans and grants, and then 

processed and paid out.  Who then has been given 

responsibility for this processing and paying out?  Local 

councils!  This has made for interesting times for local 

government officers and councillors and a not insignificant 

amount of additional, new and different work.   But then I 

suppose one could say that of most things related to Covid-

19 : new and different and challenging and . . .  South Cambs 

District Council had to contact almost 1,800 businesses to 

make sure they knew what they were eligible for and how 

to apply.  By mid-May almost 85% of eligible local 

businesses had been contacted and claimed; and we are now 

working to winkle out those who have still not come 

forward despite phone calls, emails and letters.   If you are 

out there, reading this, and know of any, my email address 

is below.   I wish there was space here to tell some of the 

good stories related to this exercise, one or two very funny 

as well. But that’s for another day, perhaps even for a 

Wilbrahams Musical in due course, courtesy of the 

Wilbrahams Community Choir, all data duly protected of 

course! 

The other work of the Council has not stopped and if 

anything has become even more intense.  All the 

presumptions of pre-COVID-19 planning and activity have 

had to be revisited.   All aspects of work have been 

affected, complicated by moving to virtual meetings, not 

being able to carry out site visits or home visits or just 

engage people face to face.   Screen-time is just not the 

same, however advanced with it we now are.   Let’s take 

just one or two examples: the development site poetically 

known as Land North of Cherry Hinton (LNCH), on the 

Teversham side of the airport, set – for more than four 

years now - for the building of 1,200 houses and two 

schools.   Work had been delayed for some time for 

technical noise and other environmental reports; long-

awaited reports had arrived,  It's only just now, as we come 

to the end of May, that the development can reach the 

committee stage' 

Then, on a more individual level, think of the family 

waiting for months to move into much-needed council 

accommodation, the allocation finally approved and move 

date ready, only for everything to be put on hold.   Or the 

property empty after a move to sheltered accommodation, 

precious space for someone on the waiting list, but having 

to be left empty, begging to be occupied, curtains hanging 

ready. 

And just as the local council is the intermediary giving out 

loans and grants, so the council itself is being challenged 

by costs from all the extra work, the overtime costs, the 

lost revenue from business rates and rents and other 

income. But let’s be positive.  Is there anyone in the 

Wilbrahams that has not noticed the cuckoos are back, 

along with clean air, clear skies and real good 

neighbourliness. 

We thank and celebrate our Wonderful Wilbrahams 

volunteer groups 

Cllr Claire Daunton   Cllr.daunton@scambs.gov.uk 

 

mailto:Cllr.daunton@scambs.gov.uk
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Over the farm gate 

It has been really good to see so many people using the footpaths and permissive paths around the village during the past 

eight weeks or so, but not so good seeing people wandering in the fields not using the appropriate routes.   I have 

hopefully been pleasant in pointing people in the right direction because it is for their own benefit.  I need to be able to 

apply chemicals inside the field boundary without worrying about affecting other people.   There are not too many 

seriously dangerous products we apply to our crops (I wouldn’t want to use those products unless I really had to anyway), 

but some may be more unpleasant for dogs or smaller children etc. 

I am usually happy to explain things that are happening on the farm with the appropriate common-sense measures or 

email me if I shoot past in a hurry. 

A tractor cab makes an ideal self-isolation pod, especially during busy times so Phil and I have hardly noticed the furore 

that has been going on around us.   Initially we were so pleased that the wet weather had moved on and we could establish 

our spring crops, barley, peas, sugarbeet and bird seed, and latterly that the continuing dry weather gave us time to 

complete fertiliser and spraying operations.   However, being a farmer no sooner 

than the rain goes I am wanting it back again because it is seriously dry out there 

on the surface.    The crops roots have moved into the soil quite nicely and can 

reach the moisture inside, but with the winds and warm temperatures the green 

leaves have been transpiring a lot of water to the atmosphere putting the smaller 

plants such as sugarbeet and peas under some stress.   A consequence of this is 

some of the essential trace elements have not been taken into the plants as usual 

and we have been putting Manganese, Magnesium and Boron onto the leaf to 

supplement these nutrients.   I have even tried a product made out of old 

batteries! 

There has been a plethora of wildlife around too.   Whether this is the result of less traffic and aeroplane movements 

leading to a clearer atmosphere or just a quieter time I am not sure, but there have been lots of Red Kites and Buzzards, a 

pair of peregrine falcons, the cuckoo, lapwings, English partridges and loads of small garden birds around and on the 

ground masses of muntjac, brown hares, red and fallow deer too. 

I am eagerly awaiting the arrival of the new combine.   It has had its GPS fitted pre-delivery inspection done and just 

needs delivering and a training course to attend. I just hope it is not by ‘Zoom’. 

Chris Ascroft. Wilbraham farms 

 

Triptych of Lockdown Tapestries : Can you help?  

The Parish Churches of Fulbourn and the Wilbrahams are planning a big 

creative project: a triptych of lockdown tapestries.   These fabric hangings 

will explore and commemorate the strange weeks of our isolation.   We are 

asking anyone who would like to take part to decorate a square of fabric 

which we will provide.   

But before we can begin, we need to gather materials!   We are looking for 

donations of scraps, remnants, thread, wool, buttons – all and any odds and 

ends from the bottom of your sewing box.   Things such as felt, fabric 

scraps, fabric paint or pens, lace, trim, tape – you name it, we can use it! 

All will be gratefully received and then distributed to those who would like 

to take part but might lack the materials at home to do so.   Please place your 

contributions in the box in Rev.  Alice’s porch, The Rectory, 2 Apthorpe Street, Fulbourn. 

For hundreds of years people have made art about the big events of their lives.   Large fabric hangings, embroidered, 

sewn, and painted, have offered a way for communities to remember and process their shared experiences.   From battles 

to religious movements, myths and legends to tales of resistance: we have often turned to fabric when we have needed to 

weave together our lives to make one common story.   

We want to make a series of ‘tapestries’ that will help us to do this weaving together of the threads of our different lives 

in these strange months.   Anyone can take part – any age, any skill level – since it is our being together that matters.  

Whether you are a skilled sewist or a virtuoso finger-painter, we want you to contribute.   The finished tapestries will be 

patchworks, with each person or family completing a square exploring one of our three themes.    

The three themes are:  Life in lockdown, Grateful Hearts and Hope for the future.   You can choose to make a square 

interpreting one of these three themes.   If you would like to do more than one square in order to do more than one theme 

- that’s fine too!   How to take part:  

To sign up, email fwparishassistant@gmail.com, with a note of which theme (or themes) you would like to work on.   

We look forward to receiving your sign-ups!    With love from all at the churches, Rob Hawkins 

mailto:fwparishassistant@gmail.com
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Speed Awareness Campaign 

During the Covid-19 lockdown period the team have decided to leave the Speed 

Awareness Device in the Church Street location as re-positioning it (which needs 2 

people) would not meet with social distancing guidelines. 

The batteries have continued to be changed every 2 weeks and Alister (McFarquhar) 

and his son have kindly taken on this role during the lockdown period. 

We have also continued to download data and note that: 

There has been a small increase in speeding post lockdown in the 30-39 mph range 

where the percentage of offenders has risen from 12.2% to 13.9%. 

Within the 40-49 mph range post lockdown the percentage of offenders has risen slightly from 0.17 of 1% to 0.19 of 1%. 

No vehicles pre or post lockdown were recorded above 49mph. 

As reported in the previous Warbler, we planned to present the data from the Speed Awareness Device at the annual 

Parish Meeting, and also outline our thoughts on what action we can take to reduce speed through our village.   We 

wanted to seek residents’ views on our plans prior to applying for funding from the Local Highways Improvement (LHI) 

Initiative.   Our parish council have set aside £10,000 for a speed reduction programme within the village but we need 

additional funding from the LHI to make the project viable. 

However, the deadline for applying for funds from the LHI has been extended and the new deadline is not known at this 

time.   Hopefully, when life returns to “a new normal” we will be in a position to brief residents on our plans and make 

our bid for LHI funding.  

The good news is that we have support from Cllr John Williams (SCambs - Fen Ditton and Fulbourn) for our project. 

The Speed Awareness Campaign team Alister McFarquhar Chris Hanson Paul Lambton Mike Smith 

Parish Council Sponsor: Stephen Bartlett 

 

Floral Kaleidoscopes 

The editors have asked me to explain how I created the floral 

kaleidoscopes on page 1of this issue.   I fear that I would lose most of 

my readers if I described the process in detail as it is fairly technical 

and involves some knowledge of the workings of Photoshop which is 

a complex but clever photo editing package. 

The first thing which I do is to create a square grid of 25 square 

images and I put a cream coloured boundary between them.   I will 

move the photos around as some will have greater prominence in the 

final image and I rotate the images so that the bottom of each picture 

will end up pointing towards the centre.   In the central square I put a 

wash of one colour and this will end up around the outside. 

Now we come to the complicated bit!   As some readers will know, 

there are two ways of mathematically representing the position of any 

spot on a plane: the best known is by rectangular coordinates which 

are rather like map references which show how far east and how far 

north of a fixed position (way out in the sea west and south of the 

Scilly Isles) the required point is found; an alternative is to have a 

fixed point and to describe the position as the straight line distance 

from the fixed point and the angle of the straight line - these are 

called polar coordinates. 

Digital photographs are stored as a large number of points each of which has a colour associated with it.    Photoshop 

allows me to convert between these two coordinate systems.   The image is originally stored with rectangular coordinates, 

but if I tell Photoshop that the numbers stored are Polar coordinates and I should like to convert them to Rectangular 

coordinates, the whole image becomes interestingly distorted and this is the effect that I have used with these images.       

I have done a polar to rectangular conversion, I then flip the result from top to bottom and do a rectangular to polar 

conversion and the result is the kaleidoscopic effect that you see in the middle of these images. 

The final part is relatively easy - I chose a sympathetic background image (again square) which I mirrored from left to 

right and top to bottom and then I overlaid the kaleidoscope onto it.    If you are really sharp-eyed you will have spotted 

that the red and yellow one is slightly different - the background in this case is the original 5 x 5 grid of pictures. 

If you are a photoshop user and would like to try this out, please contact me and I will give you a set of full instructions. 

Chris Fell chris.fell@me.com http://www.chrisfellphotos.com 

Exclusive greeting cards which 
are composite photographs 

taken in the Wilbrahams during 
the spring of this year. Each of 
the square pictures is made up 

from more than 20 
individual photographs and 
printed onto 150mm square 

greetings cards.  The individual 
flower cards are 135 mm x 191 
mm.   The inside of the cards is 

blank and each card comes 
with an envelope to fit. 

These are all available to buy at 
£2.20 each or £2 each for a 

single order of 3 or more 
cards.   If you would like to see 

larger versions of these 
images, visit my website: 

http://www.chrisfellphotos.com 
Orders by email or telephone: 

chris.fell@me.com 
07802 775175 

 

mailto:chris.fell@me.com
http://www.chrisfellphotos.com/
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The St Nicholas Great Wilbraham Trust  

Since my last report covering the twelve months to the end of 31 December 2019, we are all now living in suspension and 

looking forward to entering “the New Normal”. 

This has quite understandably delayed our new fund-raising initiative of holding a Car Boot Sale on The Green, which 

was due to be on the May 25th Bank Holiday Day, and which we have now put back to late summer / early autumn … 

date & details to follow. 

Today, the Trust’s Capital Legacy Fund is holding stocks & shares & cash to the value of over £150,000 (even after 

allowing for the recent “crash”), and we are now carefully reviewing how best to safely maximise the income/dividends 

received from the “protected” capital during these uncertain times and into the future. 

Meanwhile, we continue to be very grateful to those who are making regular contributions to the fund via banker’s 

standing orders, which now amount to £2,085.00 pa (including the Gift Aid Tax Refund, if you are a taxpayer). 

For further information on how to contribute most efficiently to the Trust’s Capital Legacy Fund, please contact our 

treasurer, Tony Ryan, whose contact details may be found on our website https://stnt.gtwilbraham.net/. 

With my best wishes        Graham Clarke, chairman 5 May 2020 

 

St. John’s Players Productions 

Like everyone else, our plans have been affected by the pandemic and lockdown.   Our main priority is, of course, 

people's health and safety, but, government advice permitting, we are still hoping to present our scheduled October play, 

the classic Ealing comedy, The Titfield Thunderbolt.    Details in the Autumn Warbler. 

 River, River 

Its crescent oxbow lake shaped like a moon, 

Glittering and sparkling in the light of noon. 

The river flows lazily, 

And shimmers hazily, 

A crash like thunder, 

As the waterfall flows under, 

From upon the cobbled bridge, 

Her voice full of courage, 

The small girl waits, 

“River, river, where do you go?” she contemplates. 

At last the time has come, 

As behind the hill, sinks the Sun. 

The girl climbs on her boat, 

As she sings on one note, 

“River, river, where do you go, 

For I, yes I will never know.” 

And on that last word, 

The boat drifted off, unheard. 

The river swam beside, 

And the small girl sighed, 

The water reached up, as if to hold her hand, 

Then with a bump, they were on land. 

Sitting by the campfire, 

While the moon rose higher, 

She sang to the river, and the animals and plants, 

Of metal beasts that were destroying the world, people in 

their trance, 

With roaring engines and toxic fumes, 

As in her palm, a flower blooms. 

Then one day, she had an idea, 

That would help her planet, far and near. 

 

So she set to work, 

With a virus so berserk. 

She collected germs, 

From the river and the worms. 

Then unleashed it on the world, 

And as mother nature’s plan unfurled, 

Less vehicles were used, 

But humans were confused. 

Then when the job was done, soon after August the 12th, 

She slipped them the cure, and the world went back to full 

health, 

But seeing their world clean once more, 

An oath, the people swore, 

Never to betray their planet again, 

Then Mother Nature rose from the glen. 

And as she turned around, she was back as the small girl, 

Then, hair shining like a new pearl, 

She stepped into the river, and it embraced her in a hug, 

Its currents swirling majestically, warm and snug. 

“River, river where do you go? 

For I, yes I will never know. 

You bring life, 

Yet you are like a housewife, 

Cleaning everything and caring for all, 

But receiving no respect, I do recall. 

Your smile is welcoming, your hands are calming, 

And to me you are like our king.” 

Then with one final wave, the water gleamed, 

And Mother Nature slept and dreamed. 

The world healthy and peaceful. 

By Evie Chapman aged 11 

 

https://stnt.gtwilbraham.net/
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ACROSS          Indoor Games  

1A, 19D, 14A : game played with bits of ox (3,3,3) 

6A, 8A : ring to win it (4,2) 

7A : SEE 21A 

8A : SEE 6A 

11A : setter goes with game, not east but transforms into       

game from the east (7) 

12A : if you get the point of this game, then you are in 

trouble (5) 

14A : SEE 1A 

15A, 17A, 13D : weaves around with 50 counters (6,3,7) 

16A : alone, Norwegian capital changes for this game (4) 

17A : SEE 15A 

21A, 7A, 22A : hit it, wrap it or cut it (4,5,8) 

22A : SEE 21A 

DOWN 

2D : dash with care and you can make an impression (8) 

3D : green light for this game (2) 

4D : high stakes game in far off countries (4) 

5D : jane gets initially good move, but lack of support will 

lose the game (5) 

9D : game with royalty, in riches some enjoy (5) 

10D : noon, opt to score 21 (7) 

11D : you could be crazy if you lose at this game (7) 

13D : SEE 15A         John Bramwell 
18D : game to make iced roll (4) 

19D : SEE 1A 

 

Accordion awards for Jeremy 

Jeremy Davis and a friend, Richard Dawson, won the accordion duet 

competition for ‘40 & Over’ (well over!) at the Thames Area Festival 

for accordion players in London on 29 Feb.   They played ‘Que será 

será’, and Jeremy also won the Solo for ‘España Cañí’ - the Spanish 

Gipsy Song, a lively pasodoble 

 

 

Stephen goes arty 

Since I am not able to attend 

Headway (brain injury charity) at 

the moment, they are sending me 

some homework!   I do this 

colouring most mornings and our 

dining room is now my Art Gallery.   

I stay in touch with them via a 

weekly Zoom meeting. 

Stephen Harmer. 

 

 

Carpenters Arms – 
the latest 

In these rather unusual times 

everything has effectively 

ground to a halt. 

We have no further news 

regarding the outstanding 

planning matters for The 

Carpenters Arms although I’m 

assuming that matters will be 

dealt with later in the summer? 

Building works have similarly 

stopped as it was becoming 

increasing more difficult to 

obtain materials and 

components. 

Sorry that l have no real news 

and it's increasingly more 

difficult to see when we will be 

back to ‘normal'. 

Peter Romanluk 
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Public Service Contact Details 
Emergency      Police, Fire or Ambulance     999 

Community Support Officer    PCSO Julie Hajredini 101 ext. 7113441 

The Surgery, Bottisham, Mon-Fri: 08:30 am to 6.00 pm Enquiries/Appointments :  810030 

Fulbourn Health Centre Mon-Fri: 08:30 am to 6.00 pm Enquiries/Appointments :  880216 

Out-of-hours / Urgent Care Cambridgeshire  NHS Direct                        111 

 

County Councillor 
John Williams 01223 880940 john.williams@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 

District Councillors 
Claire Daunton 07905473395 : Cllr.Daunton@scambs.gov.uk 

Graham Cone 07595361285 : grahamcone@aol.com 

John Williams 01223 880940 : john.williams@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 

MP Lucy Frazer lucy.frazer.mp@parliament.uk 

 

Wilbrahams’ Warbler 
Editors 

John Bramwell 

83 High Street, Little Wilbraham, 

Cambridge CB21 5JY 

01223812426 

Martin A. Gienke 

Iceni Cottage, 46 Church Street, 

Great Wilbraham 

Cambridge CB21 5JQ; 

01223882426 

John Torode 

7 High Street, Little Wilbraham, 

Cambridge CB21 5JY 

01223812059 

07886103132  

 
Anglican Church            Rev Alice Goodman 880337 : Lay Minister, Steve Mashford 

882163 

Baptist Church,              Peter Wells, 812388, pandawells@cheerful.com 

www.re-new.me.uk : info@re-new.me.uk       Rev Keith Morrison, 813055 :Rev Alan Brand, 812558 
 Community Group Contact Details 

Great Wilbraham Common Rights                 Steve Bartlett 881096  
       stephen.bartlett@mindworks.ltd.uk 

Great Wilbraham Guild of Change Ringers   Peter Sims ; ptrs28@googlemail.com 

Great Wilbraham Primary School        Office: 880408 

GW Primary School PTFA Eleanor Laws, eleanorlws@gmail.com 

Great Wilbraham Oil Syndicate Chris Gurney ;     

chris.gurney@tylers.net 

Little Wilbraham Oil Syndicate         Sue Lee, lwoilgroup@gmail.com 

Six Mile Bottom Sports & Social Club G. Wood, geoffwdy@aol.com 

Volunteer Group          Pat Simpson pas49@cam.ac.uk  

Weenie Warblers Mother & Toddler Group   Sarah Fordham, 880698 

The Well-brahams          www.thewell-brahams.weebly.com 

       well.brahams@gmail.com 

Wilbrahams’ Bridge Club         Di Raikes, 881065 

Wibrahams’ Community Choir         Gill Humphrey 811436 

Wilbraham’ Gardening Club         Jackie Beadsmoore, 880889 

Wilbrahams’ Memorial Hall         Shirley Morley, 880723 

Wilbrahams’ Scrabble          The Harmers, 880934 

Wilbrahams’ Sports Club         Roddy Tippen 880728 

 

Bin Collection 
BLACK BINS 

1ST June 

15 June 

29 June 

13 July 

27 July 

10 August 

24 August 

BLUE & GREEN BINS 

collection of green bins 

only guaranteed on dates 

underlined, but they may 

be emptied on the other 

dates 

8 June 

22 June 

6 July 

20 July 

5 August 

19 August 

 
Disclaimer 

While every care is taken in preparing the content of this magazine, the editors disclaim all warranties, expressed or implied, 

as to the accuracy of the information in any of the content. It also (to the extent permitted by law) shall not be liable for any 

losses or damages arising from the use of, or reliance on, the information in the form of articles, letters or adverts within the 

magazine. The adverts are provided for convenience only. We do not sponsor, endorse or otherwise approve of any 

information or statements appearing in the magazine. The editors are not responsible for the availability of, or the content 

located on or through, any advert. 

 

Great Wilbraham Parish Council 
Chairman Stephen Bartlett  881096 ; chairGW@wilbrahams.co.uk 

Clerk Natalie Mulvey   07887813702 ; clerkGW@wilbrahams.co.uk 

Little Wilbraham & Six Mile Bottom Parish Council 
Chairman Dave Humphrey 07775 764 988 ; chairLW@wilbrahams.co.uk 

Clerk Hayley Livermore 07725080631 : clerkLW@wilbrahams.co.uk 

 

mailto:john.williams@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
mailto:Cllr.Daunton@scambs.gov.uk
mailto:john.williams@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
mailto:pandawells@cheerful.com
http://www.re-new.me.uk/
mailto:info@re-new.me.uk
mailto:stephen.bartlett@mindworks.ltd.uk
mailto:ptrs28@googlemail.com
mailto:eleanorlws@gmail.com
mailto:chris.gurney@tylers.net
mailto:lwoilgroup@gmail.com
mailto:geoffwdy@aol.com
mailto:pas49@cam.ac.uk
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mailto:chairGW@wilbrahams.co.uk

