
1 

 

 



2 

 

 



3 

 

Contents            page 
Public Service Contact Details        4 

Editorial           5 

Letters           6 

Great Wilbraham Parish Council        9 

Patchwork & Quilting       11 

Great Wilbraham Primary School      12 

Warbler Competition       13 

The Wilbrahams’ Memorial Hall      16 

Wilbrahams’ Social Club       18 

Urgent Concerns for all patients of Bottisham Medical Practice   19 

Wilbrahams’ Gardening Club      20 

In Memoriam Robin Johnson      21 

The Wilbrahams' Environmental Group     22 

Wilbrahams, Six Mile Bottom and Fulbourn Over 60 Club   23 

The Future of the Carpenters’ Arms      23 

Over the Farm gate       25 

Untold Stories        27 

Scrabble         30 

Speed Awareness Campaign      30 

Less Waste, Less Plastic at Less Cost      31 

See, Hear, Taste, and Remember      31 

A View from the Garden       33 

Calendar                  36/37 

Down to Earth on the Farm       39 

Cricket         40 

Mental Health        41 

Lucy Fraser MP        42 

We are unique in Cambridgeshire      43 

Prince Charles would surely approve      44 

Turning a blind eye to pollution      45 

The Wilbrahams’ Choir       47 

The Wilbrahams Film Club       49 

Spotted Fycatchers       50 

Wilbrahams’ Winter Walk       51 

Wilbrahams’ WI        53 

Auto Garage to Funeral Service      54 

Wilbrahams’ River Protection Society     55 

Exercising Everyday       56 

La Boheme at the Memorial Hall      57 

Six Mile Bottom Sports and Social Club      59 

Country Music        60 

Italian Night        61 

The Wilbrahams and Six Mile Bottom Vegetable, Flower and Produce Show 2020 63 

Crossword        67 

Advertisers        68 

Community Group Contact Details      69 

Bus Timetable, 3 & 18       70 



4 

 

Public Service Contact Details 

Emergency Police, Fire or Ambulance     999 

Community Support Officer PCSO Julie Hajredini 101 ext. 7113441 
 

The Surgery, Bottisham 

Mon-Fri: 08:30 am to 6.00 pm 

Enquiries/Appointments :  810030 

 

Fulbourn Health Centre 

Mon-Fri: 08:30 am to 6.00 pm 

Enquiries/Appointments :  880216 

Out-of-hours / Urgent Care 

Cambridgeshire 
NHS Direct                        111 

  
 

Anglican Church Rev Alice Goodman 880337 

Lay Minister: Steve Mashford, 882163 

Baptist Church  

www.re-new.me.uk  

info@re-new.me.uk 

Peter Wells, 812388, 

pandawells@cheerful.com   

Rev Keith Morrison, 813055 

Rev Alan Brand, 812558 

Great Wilbraham Parish Council 

Chairman Stephen Bartlett  881096       

chairGW@wilbrahams.co.uk 

Clerk Natalie Mulvey   07887813702 

clerkGW@wilbrahams.co.uk 

Little Wilbraham & Six Mile Bottom Parish Council 

Chairman Dave Humphrey 07775 764 988 

chairLW@wilbrahams.co.uk 

Clerk Hayley Livermore 07725080631 

clerkLW@wilbrahams.co.uk 
 

County Councillor John Williams 01223 880940 

john.williams@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 

District Councillors Claire Daunton 07905473395 

Cllr.Daunton@scambs.gov.uk 

Graham Cone 07595361285 

grahamcone@aol.com 

John Williams 01223 880940 

john.williams@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 

MP Lucy Frazer lucy.frazer.mp@parliament.uk 

Front and Back cover photos by Chris Fell 

Other photos by Chris Fell, Martin Gienke & contributors 

Printed by Burwell Community Print Centre 

http://www.re-new.me.uk/
mailto:info@re-new.me.uk
mailto:pandawells@cheerful.com
mailto:chairGW@wilbrahams.co.uk
mailto:Cllr.Daunton@scambs.gov.uk
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Editorial 

Welcome to the Spring 2020 edition of the Warbler. 

I would like to start off by saying well done to the seven pupils from the school 

who entered our Climate Change competition.  We were so impressed with the 

level of work put into the entries by each individual that we felt it was not fair to 

have an overall winner, so we decided to share the prize money between all seven.  

Remember that these children are all less than ten years old and this is their long 

term future that they are thinking about; page 13. 

Climate Change features largely in this edition being mentioned in Down to Earth 

on the Farm, Gardening Club, WRPS and Great Wilbraham Parish Council. 

Also linking with Climate Change, Tony Goryn talks about incidents of fly 

tipping and the dumping of hazardous waste  related to the Wilbrahams and 

further afield, risking  the chemicals seeping into our water supply in  Turning a 

Blind Eye to Pollution; page 45. 

Construction is another theme with reports about the Carpenters Arms and the 

refurbishment of former R J Barnes building to become a new business in the 

village; Woodland Wishes funeral services. 

This Untold Story is the 20th and we would like the thank John for all his work 

over the last five years. In this Untold Story we hear about Mick Martin, from 

Little Wilbraham; it is interesting to see what his headmaster said in a school 

report; page27. 

With major sports events happening this year it is not surprising that Roddy 

Tippen is upbeat about cricket for the coming season.   They finished 4th in the 

League last season but managed to secure promotion. page 40. 

The Wilbrahams’ Memorial Hall is the venue for many events.   The Italian Feast 

Night was very successful and raised funds towards the new fence to the Great 

Wilbraham play area.   The Wilbrahams’ Film Club have got some interesting 

films coming up over the next few months films including some classics, so check 

out the listings in the Hall Schedule; page17. 

I was walking into Great Wilbraham from Little Wilbraham just after storm Ciara 

one evening, in the dark, when I noticed that there were a lot of branches on the 

other side of the road. My initial thought was that it was storm damage and that 

the hedges and trees had suffered. It wasn’t until a couple of days later that I 

realised that a team of craftspeople had been hedge laying; page 44. 

The Speed Awareness team are keen for you all to attend the Great Wilbraham 

Parish meeting where they are going to present their findings and look at options 

to reducing speeding; page 40. 

If you want to have your say send us letters, articles and include photos. 
John Torode, joint editor 



6 

 

Poem 

I hear I am known as the lady in the hat 

Oh well I thought it could be worse than that 

I have a number of hats in many colours, always the same design 

I’ve tried different styles but I always decline 

One windy day morning a gust of wind blew my favourite hat off my head 

Off it went across Tesco’s car park, Karen chasing it, it kept well ahead 

Oh no its rolled into the path of a car coming round 

The driver won’t see my hat on the ground 

Thanks to Karen the driver stopped and didn’t make it flat 

Fortunately, I am still able to wear my favourite hat. 
Greta Rees 

Letters 
Dear Editors 

I would like to thank everyone who has sent lovely cards, flowers and chocolates 

on the death of my husband Roger Claydon. 

Thank you all very much. 

Diane Claydon  

Dear Editors 

You can't make an omelette without breaking some eggs - and you can't 

harvest sugar beet in very wet conditions without putting some mud on the 

road. 

However, please allow me to thank the local farming community, via the 

Warbler, on behalf of all of Wilbraham's road users for doing their best to 

keep the roads as clean as possible this winter.   On one morning late last 

year there was a convoy of large trucks collecting beet from a huge clamp 

in Mill Road.   The ground was very wet - so it was inevitable that the road 

was covered in soil from the lorry tyres.   Thankfully, arrangements had 

been made so that a tractor fitted with a road sweeper was waiting to clean 

up at the first opportunity.   As a result of the farmer's actions the hazard of 

a very wet and muddy road was kept to a minimum. 

Many thanks to that tractor driver. 

Alister McFarquhar 
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Dear Editors 

Christmas Tree Recycling Scheme in aid of Arthur Rank Hospice Charity. 

Many thanks to all those people in the Wilbrahams who took part in the scheme. 

Finley (grandson) and I collected thirty xmas trees and a total donation from you 

all of £303.   In that collection there were three donations of money by people 

who had no xmas tree, very generous. 

A very big thank you to Lisa and Steve for the use of their tipper truck; couldn’t 

have completed the job without it.    

Arthur Rank Hospice Charity have not finalised the total yet, but it is estimated to 

be about £36,000, beating last year’s £26,000.   Well done and thank you all very 

much for giving to a very worthy charity. 

Peter Ludman 

 

Dear Editors 

The Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal 

I would like to thank everyone for giving to last November’s poppy appeal.  We 

raised the sum of £492.04 in Great and Little Wilbraham.   With thanks to all of 

our collectors and contributors. 

The Royal British Legion is a charity whose objectives are written in its Royal 

Charter.  The charity looks after serving and ex-servicemen, women and their 

dependents who are in need financially or otherwise.   The first official Legion 

poppy day was held in Britain on 11 November 1921 and has been an annual 

event ever since. 

Denise Ward 

 

Dear Editors  

I would like to thank everyone who came along to the Memorial hall on Sunday 

January 12th to join me in my 93rd birthday celebrations.  I had a wonderful 

afternoon catching up with everyone.  Having been out of the Wilbrahams ‘mature 

social scene’ for a long time due to my recent poor health and many hospital stays, 

it was lovely for me to see so many familiar faces. 

I am feeling much better now and I very much hope that in 2020 I will be able to 

get back to the Wilbrahams Coffee mornings and to the Over Sixties meetings. 

I am pleased to say that donations on the day amounted to £210 which has been 

passed on to the British Heart Foundation and I thank you all very much for your 

generosity. 

Den Foster 
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Experienced tutor: 
Fully qualified former primary school        
teacher and home educator based in 
Little Wilbraham 
  Expertise in:  
       Primary  
       Key Stage 3: Maths, English, 
                               History & Geography 
        Study skills & revision techniques 

For information and to arrange a free 
meeting/consultation contact: 

Anne-Marie McCubbin BA(Hons) PGCE 
 email: 
info@wingstoflyeducation.co.uk  
 tel:       01223 811939 

 

 

Carpet Cleaning & 
Stone Floor, Upholstery, Rugs 
A few points that make us stand out, 

 

Rothwell’s has been in business since 

1993 
We’re an honest local family firm. 
Our large truck mounted machines 

mean more cleaning & drying power 
for the best results possible. 

Members of both the NCCA and TACCA. 
We will move the furniture. 

100% satisfaction or it’s FREE. 
 

Call Oliver and Max Campbell for expert 
help today. 

01223 832 928 
www.Rothwells.biz 

 

Dave “Sooty” Sadler 

Professional Chimney Sweep 
Service Established 1980 

All Types of Chimneys Swept 
Brush and Vac 

Approved User of the Rodtech 
UK Ltd Power Sweeping 

System 
Public Liability Insurance 

Certificates Issued 
Covering All Areas 

For the Most Prompt & Reliable 
Service 

Contact me: 
Tel: 01638 552573 

MOB: 07783912234 
Email sootysad@hotmail.com 

Or Book via my website 
www.sootysad.co.uk 

mailto:sootysad@hotmail.com
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Parish Council News Great Wilbraham Parish 

Zero Carbon Communities Grant Awarded 

The Parish Council received good news in January when they were informed that 

their application to the Zero Carbon Communities Grant had been successful.   

The District Council has agreed to award £1,000 to the ‘Wilbraham Woodlands’ 

project. 

It is hoped that the ‘Wilbraham Woodlands’ project will increase the paltry 

amount of woodland in the c.3,000-acre parish in a series of phases by planting 

mostly oak trees.   Oak trees are regarded as being amongst the most effective 

species in capturing carbon and the tree species which supports the most diverse 

ecosystem.   The plan is that the ‘Wilbraham Woodlands’ will be launched by 

pupils from the primary school and members of the youth group planting six 

standard Oaks at sites around the village.   The project aims to create a carbon 

neutral village, blessed with a series of wooded walkways which will improve the 

parish biodiversity and provide residents with peaceful space to enjoy and 

improve their wellbeing. 

Wilbrahams Website 

Trish Davis has decided to retire as an editor of the Wilbrahams' 

website.   Members of the Parish Council would like to thank Trish for all her 

work and efforts in this project.   Trish was the driving force behind instigating 

and creating this vibrant village resource.   We are now seeking a local resident to 

continue her work.   If anyone is interested please contact Natalie Mulvey, Clerk 

to the Parish Council or Martin Gienke, website editor, to find out more. In the 

meantime, if you have any reports you would like posted on the website please 

forward them to clerkGW@wibrahams.co.uk or Martin  martin@gienke.net. 

Annual Parish Meeting – Thursday 23rd April   

This year’s Great Wilbraham Annual 

Parish Meeting will be held at the 

Memorial Hall at 7.30pm on Thursday 

23rd April.   The meeting will include a 

brief report from the Chairman, a 

summary of Parish finances from the 

Clerk and a report with proposals from the 

speed awareness campaign.   Local 

community groups are welcomed to come 

to the meeting and promote their 

activities.   This is one of the best ways to let the Parish Council know your views 

so please come along and join us.  If you have any items that you think should be 

included on the agenda, please speak to one of the Parish Councillors or email 

clerkGW@wilbrahams.co.uk. 

mailto:clerkGW@wibrahams.co.uk
mailto:martin@gienke.net
mailto:clerkGW@wilbrahams.co.uk
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Precept Set for 2020 – 2021 

At the January Parish meeting a precept of £28,750 was agreed for the year 2020-

2021.   

Two Parish Councillor vacancies  

Come and contribute to the life and development of Great Wilbraham?   The 

Parish Council currently has two vacancies - would you like to join us to help 

determine our village’s response to our rapidly changing world.   While Parish 

Councillors require energy and dedication to local affairs, the task would only 

require a few hours of your time.   The Parish Council is the voice of the village 

concerning local government, the police and its views are sought on all issues 

affecting residents such as the Local Plan, environmental issues, planning 

applications, traffic management and attention to the regular tasks of village 

maintenance.   

The Parish Council consists of seven members and main meetings are generally 

every two months, with a few additional meetings as needed.   Free training is 

available. 

The Council are keen to fill the vacancies as soon as possible.   If you would like 

to learn more about the role please contact the Clerk, Natalie Mulvey, 

clerkGW@wilbrahams.co.uk or any Councillor.   To apply you will need to 

complete an application form and submit this along with a statement of why you 

wish to be a Parish Councillor and any relevant skills and interests you possess.   

Community Support 

The Parish Council is always keen to support community activity in the village 

and is most grateful to anyone who has done things to foster community cohesion 

in the past year.   

In November, the Parish Council approved a grant application to support the 

Wilbrahams’ Memorial Hall Trustees in the sum of £200 to support their 

Children’s Christmas Party.  

Great Wilbraham Parish Council has money available to be awarded in grants to 

organisations for projects that will be of benefit to the residents of the Parish.   If 

you are a part of a community group or project and feel you have a funding need, 

please look at the policy, which can be found on the www.wilbrahams.co.uk site 

to see if you meet the criteria to apply for a grant from the Parish Council.   If you 

have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact the Parish Clerk. 

Road and Street Maintenance 

Please be aware that you can report problems on the highways including potholes, 

kerbs, verges, flooding, hedges and trees, public rights of way, road markings and 

signs and traffic signals on the County Council's website 

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/travel-roads-and-parking/roads-and-

pathways/roadworks-and-faults/.    You can also use the highway reporting tool to 

track progress on a fault you have already reported. Enter the reference number 

mailto:clerkGW@wilbrahams.co.uk
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/travel-roads-and-parking/roads-and-pathways/roadworks-and-faults/
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/travel-roads-and-parking/roads-and-pathways/roadworks-and-faults/
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for your fault or the location into the top right-hand box on the map to view 

updates. 

Next Council Meeting 

The next scheduled full council meeting will be held on Thursday 19th March 
2020 at Wilbrahams’ Memorial Hall at 7.30pm.  All residents are very 
welcome to attend. 

Please check the Parish website for regular updates - www.wilbrahams.co.uk 

Natalie Mulvey, Clerk Great Wilbraham Parish Council 

 

Patchwork & Quilting Group 

Sew will this group keep you in stitches? 

Once a month, usually on the last Wednesday of the month, ladies from the 

villages of Cambridgeshire descend on the Gt Wilbraham Memorial Hall for a 

day’s patchwork and quilting activities.   The current group of 16 members was 

established some 20 years ago and is a mix of ages, experience and abilities.   

Some of the original participants are still attending regularly! 

A varied programme of sewing projects and 

techniques is offered each year.   Both hand 

and machine stitched items are undertaken, as 

well as some messy play with dyes and fabric 

paints for the more creative stitchers.   The 

ladies have made an extensive range of 

patchwork and quilted items including fully 

practical bed quilts, decorative wall hangings, 

domestic soft furnishings and accessories.   

Over coffee or lunch there is always an 

opportunity for a ‘Show & Tell’ – a chance to celebrate everyone’s achievements. 

Current tutor, Niki Chandler, is an established quilt artist and fine art printmaker. 

Her work is juried into prestigious exhibitions in the U.K. and Europe.   She is 

also a fully qualified Adult Education teacher. 

The group has an inclusive ethos.   All are welcome whatever your sewing 

experience and capability.   If you enjoy sewing or making things and would like 

to join in the fun please email Niki for further details.   

niki.chandler@hotmail.co.uk 

4D : container changed to be the best (3) 
30A : 4D with strange gnu to become ace pilot (3) 
33D : 4D with that losing head for musical (3) 

 

http://www.wilbrahams.co.uk/
mailto:niki.chandler@hotmail.co.uk
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Great Wilbraham CE (VC) 

Primary School 
Headteacher: Mr Richard Brown BEd (Hons) NPQH 

Great Wilbraham C of E Primary School, Church Street, Great Wilbraham, 

Cambridge, CB21 5JQ, 01223 880408 

Last Term 

We had a wonderful end to our term with ‘The Innspectors’ nativity, Christmas 

dinner and Christmas service.   The Wilbraham Winter Walk was a great success 

and will hopefully be repeated next year, it was wonderful to be involved in such a 

positive community event. Thanks to all the staff and volunteers for all their hard 

work and effort. 

Science Week 

During this term we have been looking out into space.  January started with great 

excitement as we held a Stargazing Evening.   Dr Matthew Bothwell from the 

Institute of Astronomy in Cambridge came to deliver a fascinating talk, after 

which the families took part in a range of activities in the classroom and outside 

looking at the stars using telescopes and iPads.   I would like to thank Dr 

Bothwell, the teachers and the PTFA for all the work they put in for the evening; 

the children thoroughly enjoyed themselves and we had a record number attend. 

The Stargazing evening was the culmination of our science week work.   We had a 

range of activities throughout the week and Lisa Taylor, who is a STEM 

ambassador, came and delivered three days of fabulous science work – making ice 

cream, dissecting eyes, making bath bombs, investigating the senses and 

developing chromatography techniques made for an amazing experience.  

Piece of Cake 10k 

Lastly in my report is again a plea to anyone in the community who could help us 

organise the next Piece of Cake 10k in June.   We have been able to hold two 

events which have been very successful but neither reached the potential of a big 

community event.   We feel it could be a huge community value and raise a great 

deal of funds for the school.   The willingness is there, the route is confirmed, the 

medals and resources are there but we would really value anyone who could help 

coordinate this one event with us and the PTFA; this could mean a lot to the 

school financially and could raise the profile of the PTFA and the school. 

Thank you for your continued support,   Richard Brown 

See details of Piece of Cake Run on page 18 
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The Wilbrahams’ Warbler Awards 

The editors of the Wilbrahams’ Warbler and the Parish Councils invited the pupils 

of the Great Wilbraham Primary School to submit pieces of work for inclusion in 

the magazine, subject CLIMATE CHANGE. 

What is happening? What is the cause? If no action is taken, what 

changes will happen? What can be done to slow down or stop the changes? 

The work was to include comments/opinions on any or all of these questions, 

together with any other aspects which were felt to be important.   The scope of the 

work was defined as follows;   

FIELDMICE CLASS A drawing or poster 

SQUIRREL CLASS A drawing together with about 50 words 

HEDGEHOG CLASS About 150 words and including drawings 

BADGER CLASS 250 words and including drawings 

The quality of the work submitted was excellent and of a high standard.   We were 

a little disappointed that there were only 7 entries and it didn't seem fair that we 

selected four from the seven.   It was agreed that it would be better to reward all 

the children who entered with a prize of £15 each.   So well done to:- 

Fieldmice 

Casper Maguire 

Rory Moore 

Squirrel 

Chloe Barry 

Sylvie Featherstone 

Kit Maguire 

Jack Wilson 

Hedgehog 

Callum Barry 

The children were presented their 

awards by Martin Gienke, one of the 

joint editors of the Warbler, at a Friday assembly.   The pieces of work were to be 

displayed in the school and also on the big screen at the Wilbrahams Collection on 

22nd February. 

Sylvie’s and Jack’s actual written work could not be reduced down to the Warbler 

size and still be legible, so we have transcribed their words.   They also have 

colour drawings on the inside back cover. 

Rory and Casper have their drawings in colour on the inside back cover. 

John Bramwell 
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Chloe Barry 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kit Maguire 

The world is getting hotter because people have burned all fuels in the 

past.   We need to burn good things like wood and use the sun and 

wind to make our energy.   This is how we can look after our planet. 

Sylvie Featherstone (5yr) 
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Callum Barry 

The Earth is getting hotter because people are not looking after it.   

There are things we can do to help.   We can use wind and solar 

power.   We can turn off our lights.   We can bike more and recycle 

things.   We all need to work together and do our bit to help. 

Jack Wilson 
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Angle End, Gt Wilbraham                       
www.hall.gtwilbraham.net 

The play area remains a focus for the committee.   Many thanks to the 70 families 

who responded to our Play Area Survey (both paper and online).   The responses 

are both necessary to report back to grant givers, but also really helpful for us to 

understand any outstanding concerns.   We are delighted that there is an 

overwhelmingly positive reaction to the new equipment, and that it is being used 

much more than the old play area.   We have just applied for a grant for a new 

black metal bow-topped fence and should hear about that in April.   In the 

meantime, we will keep repairing the old timber one, but please keep your 

children from scaling it and breaking it further.   

We have also been busy on other aspects in the play area and you will have seen 

that three trees have been removed; two had unfortunately died and the third was 

badly diseased and had several broken branches.   We are planning to replace 

these trees in March with four cherry trees.   We are also planning to plant a 

further four trees in the play area together with making a section specifically for 

wildlife.    Existing seating in the play area will also be refurbished and seating 

improved during the Spring months.   This landscaping work will require the 

support and assistance of volunteers from the village enabling it to be completed 

so we are really pleased that the Well-brahams Mental Health and Wellbeing 

Group are getting involved to do this.   If you are interested please get involved. 

The events team have been busy, with the excellent Christmas party (the 

children’s part of it being busier than ever) and also the recent Italian Feast, which 

raised over £1,000 for the Hall projects.   Thank you to all who organised, 

contributed to and attended these events.   

Tony Ryan has been part of the Memorial Hall Committee since 2003, serving as 

Chair between 2009 and 2013.   He has contributed so much throughout those 

years, including organising events, looking after the hall and championing what 

the Hall is all about.   Tony has decided to stand down from the Committee and 

we would like to thank him for everything he has done. 

This is also my last act on the Committee as my family and I are relocating.   It 

has been a pleasure to have played a small part in the running of the Hall, and 

wonderful to see how the Wilbrahams community can achieve so much and be 

active together.   I hope this continues for many years to come! 

Edd Brunner, Chair of the Memorial Hall Committee, edwardbrunner@gmail.com 

 

http://www.hall.gtwilbraham.net/
mailto:edwardbrunner@gmail.com
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The committee of Wilbrahams’ Memorial Trustees would like to sincerely thank 

Edd for his stint on the committee – he joined in December 2016 and became 

Chair in June 2018.  He brought great ideas and energy to our meetings and we 

wish him every success for his relocation with his young family to Singapore 

PROGRAMME OF EVENTS FOR 2020 

Saturday  14th March 8pm Country & Western Music Evening 

Saturday  21st March 7pm Film Club: American in Paris (1951) 

Friday 27th March 
7.30pm 

Bingo: in aid of Arthur Rank Hospice  
(in memory of Rita Ludman) 

Monday 6th April 
4pm 

Spinning Wheel Theatre: The Velveteen 

Rabbit 

Saturday  18th April 8pm Country & Western Music Evening 

Friday  24th April 7pm Film Club: 3 Billboards Outside Ebbing, Mis. 

Saturday  16th May 8pm Country & Western Music Evening 

Friday  22nd May 7.30pm Wilbrahams' Community Choir Concert 

Saturday  30th May 7pm Film Club: Fisherman’s Friends 

Friday  12th June 7pm Film Club: Bridge of Spies 

Saturday  20th June 8pm Country & Western Music Evening 

Friday 26th June 7.30 pm Midsummer Barn Dance 

Saturday  11th July 8pm Country & Western Music Evening 

Saturday 18th July 3pm Flower & Produce Show 

Saturday 25th July 7pm Film Club: Green Book 

Friday 21st August 7pm Film Club: Yesterday 

Sunday  30th Aug 2pm Social Club Birthday Party 

Saturday  19th Sept 8pm Country & Western Music Evening 

Sunday  20th Sept 12-4pm Autumn Food & Craft Fair 

Saturday  26th Sept 7pm Film Club: tbc 

Friday 16th Oct 7.30pm Quiz Night 

Saturday  24th Oct 8pm Country & Western Music Evening 

Saturday  31st Oct 7pm Film Club: tbc 

Saturday  21st Nov 8pm Country & Western Music Evening 

Saturday 28th Nov 7pm Film Club: tbc 

Saturday 12th Dec 3pm Children’s Xmas party 

Friday 18th Dec 7pm Film Club: tbc 
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The Wilbrahams' Social Club  

Happy New Year to everyone!   A good time 

was had by all over Christmas and the New Year 

and with the busy Coffee Mornings the Club 

continues to thrive, well supported by our local 

community, families and friends.  

The Six Nations Rugby will have started and we 

plan to open for the England games on March 7th at 4.45 and March 14th at 4.45, 

and maybe some of the others. Watch out for notices. 

Now we have a Football Team again, the club is open after the games and this has 

been a bonus for the shivering supporters and for the thirsty players. 

It seems to be a bit early to mention but the Cricket 

season starts at the end of April. Hopefully the bar will 

be busy with supporters and players enjoying beverages 

and lovely cricket teas throughout the Summer. The 

fixture list will be on the club door and on the 

Wilbrahams’ Web Site. 

Membership continues to be good value at £5 per year, and the fees will be due 

from April 1st. We open at 7.30pm Monday - Thursday, 3.30pm on Fridays from 

the end of April and on Saturdays 12pm - 1.30pm (all afternoon when cricket on), 

closed on Sundays. 

Dates for your diary:      Thursday March 12th - Coffee Morning 10.30 

Easter Saturday April 11th - Coffee Morning 10.30 

Thursday May 14th - Coffee Morning 10.30 

The AGMwill be held on Tuesday, June 16th at 8pm, in the club, we would 

welcome some new enthusiastic committee members to help us with the 

management of the club.   We look forward to seeing you soon  

The Social Club Committee  

Piece of Cake 3 
Can anyone in the community help us organize the next piece of 
cake run.    This is an annual 10Kcharity run, organized by Great 
Wilbraham School, tracing a route around the villages. 
We need people to help, in particular a group to help coordinate the 
event.   No running required. 

Interested?   Email head @greatwilbraham.cambs.sch.uk` 
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Urgent Concerns for all patients of Bottisham 
Medical Practice 

From the GPs and supported by the Patient Participation Group. 

Plans are due to be submitted for a development of 170 new dwellings to be sited 

in a “Retirement Village” in Bottisham adjacent to Hilton Park.  This is a major 

concern for our Medical Practice.   This development will have a huge impact on 

our Medical Practice as it will bring to Bottisham in excess of 250 extra residents 

of an age when they already or will shortly need a great amount of care.   The 

practice already attends patients at Hilton Park, where they treat around 150 very 

ill and elderly patients, and also the residents of Queens Court Care Home  so that 

an extra 250 people of an older age group will put an enormous additional 

workload on our medical staff.   Their current patient load in the community is 

already weighted to the upper age bracket.    

We are currently fortunate in having excellent healthcare from Bottisham Medical 

Practice.   If this new development goes ahead it will present a great threat to the 

standard and availability of primary care and lengthen waiting times for 

appointments. 

You can register your objection by writing to Steve Gilson, Chairman of 

Bottisham Patient Participation Group at Bottisham Medical Practice, Tunbridge 

Lane Bottisham CB25 9DU 

You are urged to do so before it is too late. 

Thanks: Our thanks to patients who have already written to support the Practice 

in their objection to the proposed retirement village and we would welcome more 

comments.  In addition we are hoping to get a petition set up in the surgery for 

signatures. 

Other News from Bottisham Medical Practice Patients’ Participation Group 

Norovirus spreads very quickly through environments where lots of people are 

mingling closely, such as schools, nurseries, care homes and hospitals. 

Please play your part in stopping the spread of norovirus this winter – just Think 

NORO: 

N     No visits to hospitals, care homes and GP surgeries if you are suffering from 

symptoms of norovirus - send someone else to visit loved ones until you are better 

O     Once you’ve been symptom-free for at least 48 hours, you’re safe to return to 

work, school or visit hospitals and care homes. 

R     Regularly wash your hands with soap and warm water, especially after using 

the toilet, and before eating or preparing food  

O     Only hand-washing will prevent spread of norovirus - alcohol hand gels 

DON’T kill the virus 
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If you are concerned about your symptoms or need further advice on how to 

manage the illness please consult your GP or NHS 111 by telephone.   The main 

symptoms of norovirus are feeling sick (nausea), diarrhoea, being sick (vomiting).   

You may also have: a high temperature of 38C or above, a headache, aching arms 

and legs.  The symptoms start suddenly within 1 to 2 days of being infected.                                     

More information  on how to treat diarrhoea and vomiting see 

https://www.cambridgeshireandpeterboroughccg.nhs.uk/news-and-events/latest-

news/help-stop-the-spread-of-norovirus/ 

Red Bucket Appeal: Thanks to all who have been contributing to this.   We 

currently have £760.48 to go towards the purchase of the Doppler Machine, which 

is useful for checking circulation particularly in diabetic patients to ensure early 

treatment.   This is about half what it will cost. 

Walks for Health:  The next walks with our accredited walk leader Steve Gilson 

start at 11.00 am from the surgery car park (none in March) 8 and 24 April, 6 and 

22 May 2020.   Do join Steve for a walk he would be delighted to see you.   Walks 

from Anglesey Abbey continue on Thursdays, 10am from the reception area. 

Next Patient Group Meeting: Next meeting will be Thursday 26 March 2020 at 

6.30pm at the surgery. 

AGM: Thursday 30 April 2020 7pm at the surgery; one of the GPs will speak. 

We wish you a Happy and Healthy 2020. 

Bottisham Patients’ Participation Group 

 

Gardening Club tackles Climate Change 

By the time the Warbler is out Nigel Start will have given a talk entitled 'Can your 

garden cope with Climate Change?'.   He will consider how we can adapt our 

gardens to cope with extremes of weather we may encounter in the future.   We 

hope this interesting topic will generate lively discussion! 

In January, we had an enjoyable evening with Karen Kenny who talked about 

Gardening for Wildlife.   She was amusing and informative, and made us all feel 

very comfortable about leaving leaves on the flower beds, both to act as a natural 

mulch, and to give protection to  several creatures.   While gardening, she 

encouraged us to recognise the natural  interdependency of all the creatures and 

birds in the garden, and to avoid disturbing that balance by destroying habitats 

with chemicals and over-zealous tidying. 

March 16th  Patsy Deller will share her techniques for creating Spring and Easter 

windowsill and table arrangements. 

April 20th  AGM, Quiz and Social; Details to follow on the Wilbrahams’ website 

Trish Davis 

https://https/www.nhs.uk/conditions/norovirus/
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cambridgeshireandpeterboroughccg.nhs.uk%2Fnews-and-events%2Flatest-news%2Fhelp-stop-the-spread-of-norovirus%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C46f1d5986b85467d914608d792bc64c7%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637139210144337581&sdata=a%2BI8fr%2BSOtq6eDRvAyuONPyC3uMy69xNbBsu8cXV7cc%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cambridgeshireandpeterboroughccg.nhs.uk%2Fnews-and-events%2Flatest-news%2Fhelp-stop-the-spread-of-norovirus%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C46f1d5986b85467d914608d792bc64c7%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637139210144337581&sdata=a%2BI8fr%2BSOtq6eDRvAyuONPyC3uMy69xNbBsu8cXV7cc%3D&reserved=0
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In Memoriam : Robin Johnson 

Robin Johnson, who died in August 2019 at the age 

of 92, lived in Great Wilbraham for 66 years.   She 

was born in Melbourne, Australia, and after 

graduating from Melbourne University, she came to 

Britain to pursue her career in the theatre.  After 

making the decision to marry a Cambridge man, Ben 

Johnson, a professional theatrical career was 

impractical, and this was a pivotal point in her life. 

They bought a derelict property in Great Wilbraham 

in 1952, Ben doing most of the building work over 

the winter, and they moved in in 1953, with their 

baby son.   Their second son was born in the house 

two years later.  

She was elected to represent Great Wilbraham on Chesterton Rural District 

Council in 1969, and after local government re-organisation in 1974, also 

represented Little Wilbraham and Stow-cum-Quy on the new South 

Cambridgeshire District Council.   It was her strong belief that party politics 

should have no place in local government, and she always stood as an 

independent; her real independence can be judged by the fact that both main 

parties asked her to stand under their banners. 

She was elected onto the Planning Committee of the District Council; a male 

stronghold, she thought that her name may have unwittingly aided this.   She was 

Chairman (Madame Chairman, never Chairperson) of this committee for a number 

of years, and was respected by Officers and Councillors for her work; she was 

good at chairing meetings, achieving the purpose of the meetings with a minimum 

of wasted time.   In 1973 she was elected to the Parish Council, becoming 

Chairman in 1976. 

On both Councils, one of the most important things for many people was housing, 

and she tried to help young people of the village obtain council houses in the 

village, rather than the other side of the District.   When the council houses were 

being renovated, she insisted that the architect consult the tenants about what was 

needed, to his astonishment.   In planning matters, she was opposed to the loss of 

the stock of small houses, caused by inappropriately large extensions, which led to 

fewer opportunities for small families or single or less wealthy people. 

She was responsible for the copse on the corner of Temple and Angle Ends; she 

persuaded the developer of Benstead’s End to sell the block to the Parish for a 

symbolic £1.   She donated the seat that is there.   Against opposition from the 

County Roads Officer, she planted the oak tree on the triangle where now also 

stands the village sign. 
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Her other interests included the National Council of Women, the International 

Council of Women, and the Cambridge Preservation Society (now Cambridge, 

Past, Present & Future), where she was Chairman for many years. 

In 1988 she retired from both District and Parish Councils, having served 20 and 

15 years respectively. She and Ben supported the village shop, Post Office and the 

last remaining pub, both Ben and their son Ian played for the village cricket team, 

Ian also the pub darts team.   She loved her country garden, and grew vegetables 

and fruit which fed her love of cooking, and of course her family and countless 

visitors from near and far. 

Mark Johnson 

 

Wilding the Wilbrahams –  
The Wilbrahams' Environmental Group 

There was an extremely positive exchange of ideas when about 50 Wilbraham 

residents met in the Memorial Hall on Monday 10th February.   The meeting had 

been called to facilitate discussion on how we might improve our environment, 

and our health, by developing gardening and planting schemes.   Joy Bray of the 

Wilbrahams’ mental health awareness group, Paul Lambton of the Memorial Hall 

committee and Alan Cody of Little Wilbraham Parish Council presented the work 

and aspirations of those three bodies.   Ideas were sought from attendees.   

Thinking big and visualising 

how areas can be improved, but 

progressing in small steps was 

the message.   Tree planting, 

wildflower areas, planters and 

everything in-between were 

discussed.   Untidy and 

unsightly areas were identified 

for future planting.   Seats to 

admire our work might follow.     

Most attendees signed to record 

their interest in the formation of 

a new group, and a proposal 

was made to name the group The Wilbrahams’ Environmental Group.  One of our 

aims is that all organisations in Little and Great Wilbraham with an interest in 

improving our environment will sign up to the activities of this group.  And of 

course, all parishioners of the Wilbrahams are welcome to join. 

If you wish to join the group please contact Tony Goryn on 

tonygoryn@icloud.com or 07751 281341 

mailto:tonygoryn@icloud.com
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Wilbrahams, Six Mile Bottom and Fulbourn           
Over 60’s Club 

Meetings are held the last Thursday of the month at 2 o’clock in the village hall.   

Since the last Warbler we have had 

November - Brian Carline who talked about his life as a school teacher. 

December – We had our Christmas Party 

January – we had a film called Swimming with Men.  I would like to thank Mr 

and Mrs P Lambton for their help. 

February – will be a meeting which we will play Hoy-Bingo 

March – We have a talk from somebody at  M.A.G.P.A.S 

April – is the A.G.M. of the club.  By then there will be a programme for the rest 

of the year which includes four speakers, two tea dances and four trips out.   This 

year we are going to have a Christmas lunch in December. 

On Saturday, 25th April I have some tickets for the vintage military band concert 

in Mildenham Jubilee Centre starting at 3.00pm.   Tickets are £10.00 plus coach 

money for British Legion.   For more information ring Miss C. Fabb 880813 or K. 

Precious 880832 

Keith Precious 

Carpenters Arms update 

Unfortunately, at this stage there isn’t much to 

report.   We received planning permission just 

before Christmas and l now have to submit a 

fairly extensive set of drawings to Conservation 

Officer to discharge a long list of conditions 

which they imposed on the listed approval.   We 

are not permitted to commence work on site until 

these conditions are discharged.   With the best will in the world this is going to 

take about three months before the conditions are dealt with and I’m about 

halfway through preparing these drawings. 

It’s a bit frustrating as we’d like to commence the refurbishment works much 

earlier, but it looks like we won’t be able to start on site until about April / May 

2020, which means opening for Christmas is going to be tight.   At this stage it’s 

better to assume that we aren’t opening until January 2021 rather then set a date to 

the village that we can’t later achieve. 

Peter Romaniuk Big Brown Dog Limited 

Editor’s note: Work is proceeding on the construction of the house and garage on 

the Carpenters Arms site. 
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Cat Sitter Home Visits 

Allowing your feline friend to remain in the comfort of his/her own home while you 
are away is very important to cats.  Territory is crucial and being removed from that 
territory can be extremely stressful.  We offer a service tailored to the individual 
needs of your cat which includes the following:- 

❖ 30 minute visits to your house 
❖ Lots of affection and play 

❖ Basic grooming and medication as required 
❖ Feeding, litter tray cleaning, care of the home 

❖ Run by Sarah with > 30 years pet ownership experience and > 10 years 
healthcare experience (human plus veterinary) 

❖ All the team are dedicated feline fanatics, CRB-checked and insured 
❖ Tel:  07900 213245 

❖ E-mail:  info@fulbournfelines.co.uk 
Web:  www.fulbournfelines.co.uk 

 
 

 

Little Wilbraham Allotment 

There is an allotment available in 
Little Wilbraham. 

If you are interested please 
contact the Little Wilbraham 

Parish Clerk: 
Hayley Livermore 07725080631: 

clerkLW@wilbrahams.co.uk 

Cream Teas 
at 

St. John’s, Little Wilbraham 
on 

Sunday 17th May 
2-30pm to 5pm. 

More details on posters later. 
 

mailto:info@fulbournfelines.co.uk
http://www.fulbournfelines.co.uk/
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Over the farm gate 

Well that was an easy way to get rid of £400,000.   After much deliberation and 

number crunching I finally decided to change our 7-year-old combine for a new 

one. It was not as straightforward a decision as I had expected, but the paperwork 

has been signed off and the money changed hands and we are awaiting delivery. 

This is a machine not yet launched in the UK and has many original features, 

some of which may or may not be useful.   It will however have GPS and yield 

mapping facilities which have become essential.  Of course to take advantage of 

more efficient harvesting which the new machine should bring we need to have 

some crops to harvest and whilst we have been very lucky in this part of the 

country, compared to say Lincolnshire, there is great pressure to establish all crops 

as long as the weather and rain in particular plays ball.   Since the beginning of 

November we have had 195mm of rain where our average is normally about 

100mm.   Added to the total is the fact that there have not been more than 5 

consecutive dry days until nearly the end of January, meaning the soil has never 

really dried out.   We have however managed to get all our sugar beet lifted and 

into the factory for processing and I should apologise for the muddy tracks around 

Home farm, but we have tried to maintain some clean grass to walk on where we 

can.   The yields have been better than expected after the really dry time last May 

when the crop was establishing.   This has been helped by the sugar content 

staying fairly constant rather than naturally declining as usual. 

We had some sheep again this year grazing off our cover crops and that land has 

been prepared for the next beet crop already with adverse soil conditions rectified 

and some of the main fertiliser elements applied.   As beet is a maritime plant and 

can be found along sea shores it needs an application of salt to help it grow and 

we apply this as Na2O (Sodium oxide) which is specific to beet and not a product 

we apply for other crops.   It also requires a bit more Magnesium which is applied 

at the same time. 

All the Winter crops that had been planned have been established and sprayed 

with herbicide, despite the extraordinarily wet and more pertinently windy 

Autumn.   They are now awaiting some fertiliser.   This will not be applied until 

the soil temperatures warm up enough to let the plants utilise it rather than let it 

wash through the soil.   The soil conditions will have to improve as well to enable 

the sowing of the Spring crops starting with barley as soon as possible.   To enable 

me to keep an eye on other parts of the farm I have just purchased a remote 

sensing weather station which can detect soil moisture as well as the normal 

things such as rainfall and wind speed etc.   This means that I have to spend less 

time going to the field to check these things.    Looks like being a busy Spring. 

PS  It didn’t really cost £400,000 - I did get some discount!! 

Chris Ascroft Wilbraham Farms 
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Untold  Stories : Mick Martin 

Former Tornado Squadron Commander, Head of Airfield and Security 

at Duxford 

for this issue I met Mick Martin of Little Wilbraham. 

My father was away in the Korean war.   I did not see him until I was four.   He 

was an engineer in the Fleet Air Arm on three different aircraft carriers, and spent 

his leave on sheep farms in Australia.   He came back with TB, and the Navy 

invalided him out with a diminishing pension.   He was angry about that and did 

not want me to join the Navy, so I volunteered to the RAF.   I was a rebellious 

teenager with long hair.  My headmaster’s last report on me said “I don’t know 

whether the Air Force will make him or break him, but I favour the latter.” I had 

pleasure later in knocking on his door in full RAF officer’s uniform, and we 

became good friends. 

So you were commissioned as an officer? 

The officer training was the most difficult bit.   There were a lot of public school 

boys and sons of senior officers.   We had to have a suit and a sports jacket and 

wear hats – a trilby, or a cap for leisure occasions.   I was from a council house 

background and I was not sure I could succeed.  However, I was commissioned, 

and trained as a navigator.  At that time it was the Navy that had the smaller kind 

of aircraft I wanted to fly in, so I volunteered for that despite my father’s feelings..   

After further training I served on aircraft 

carriers, which is very exciting.   The 

acceleration of the catapult on take-off is 

huge, as is the deceleration on landing.   I 

have a vivid memory of my first night flight, 

with a pilot about my age.   I had always 

thought of him as very calm, but as we made 

our approach to land on the carrier, I could 

see from his oxygen indicator that he was 

breathing very fast.   We bounced off the deck and came round again – four times.   

It was a bit scary, but nevertheless I asked him to be my best man.   Back in the 

RAF I did the Qualified Weapons Instructor course, the RAF’s Top Gun, and was 

taken back on the course to train weapons instructors.   This involved combat 

training.   I loved every minute of the three years I did that.   I did not see much of 

my two young daughters during that  time. I was then posted to Germany, where 

all flying was at low level, often at about 250 feet.   I would have loved to stay 

there, but I got promoted to Squadron Leader and that meant being moved.   I 

became the Senior Weapons Instructor based at Coningsby for three years, going 

to the Falkland Islands. There we lived in containers – the sort you see on trucks.   
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They were beside the aircraft: we were on 10-minute stand-by in daytime, 30 

minutes at night. 

 What came next? 

I was posted to the RAF Personnel Management Centre in Gloucester.   We 

managed the careers of all officers in the RAF.   The boss left suddenly and I was 

in his chair the following Monday and promoted to Wing Commander.   I was 

looking after the careers of 4,000 officers. 

That was rather a dramatic change, from weapons instruction to personnel.  Was 

it your idea? 

No.   It is a rule in the RAF that when you get promoted to Squadron Leader you 

are posted to a ground tour.   I still think it is an anomaly: you join the RAF to fly.  

I was then selected for the Joint Services Staff College, which includes senior civil 

servants and police officers as well as all three armed services.   Much to my 

surprise I was then posted to form a new Tornado squadron, the first navigator to 

have such a command.   

The rebellious teenager in me came out then; I wanted to bring back the leather 

flying jacket, which is much more a social and an ego thing than a protective one.  

Against all RAF rules we all had leather jackets.   You can imagine the effect on 

the other, senior, squadrons.   Others followed, and we were allowed to wear them 

with the permission of the Station Commander.   I made sure to give one to our 

Station Commander before asking his permission. 

I built the squadron up to 40 officers and about 

200 engineers.   The real challenge was 

looking after all these people.   At that level it 

involves the wives: my wife spent a lot of time 

doing visits, coffee mornings and such, and 

she made a great contribution to the happiness 

of the squadron.   I was lucky: others in my 

position did not have such supportive wives.    

After a double tour of four years I had a career 

interview.   I was told that I would be in the Ministry of Defence for most of the 

next 12 years, and if I stayed to age 55 I would probably end up as an Air 

Marshal.   But I did not want to sit behind a desk all that time.   Soon after, I 

received a phone call from someone at British Aerospace Dynamics offering me a 

job marketing guided weapons.   I took it, and at times it felt like being an 

international arms dealer.   But the government controls overseas sales and we 

were not allowed even to talk to some governments.   I secured a big contract in 

Canada and felt ready then to leave BAE. 

We lived in Duxford, and about that time there was an opportunity to become 

Head of Airfield and Security at the Imperial War Museum.   I had long wanted to 
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be involved there.  The airfield was my empire.   But there were politics: flying 

was not really approved of by the museum staff, curators and historians.   I ran the 

airfield for nine years: we ran seven air show days a year.   I have always thought 

that, when you are given a job, you are given a bucket with so much luck in it, and 

when you sense that the luck is running low, it is time to let someone else have a 

go, so I retired.   I had had three careers, with a common linkage, flying and 

weapons.   At Duxford I was a Parish and District Councillor for some years, with 

the portfolio for Environmental Services, which included reorganising refuse 

collection. 

Can we hear a bit more about your wife? What was her name?  

Linda.  We were married at 21 and had two children by 25.  She was always a 

great contributor.   She ran the nursery school at Coningsby when the girls were 

small, and when I was running the squadron she sometimes knew what was going 

on before I did.  She came with me and put up with  me throughout my Air Force 

career with all its moves.   This bungalow is my 23rd house. 

That must have been very disruptive for the children’s education. 

Yes.  The Air Force would have paid for them to go to a private boarding school, 

but we chose to keep them with us, partly because we felt that education, 

particularly private education, was becoming the home of socialists.   We decided 

that we could give them a better and more rounded education if they were getting 

our view of life.   They have turned out fine.   Linda developed a great social life 

at Duxford, living there all the time I was travelling.   We lived there for 25 years.  

To give you an idea of the spirit of the woman, after receiving a diagnosis of 

terminal cancer, she was living in a hospital bed in the dining room, on a 

morphine drip-feed, hosting her bridge club and her book club until ten days 

before she died.   I miss her dearly.   I miss her bullying me to do things.   I have 

felt a bit lost the last five years. 

So you live here on your own.   You have mobility issues – you can not walk 

without support - how do you get on with this? 

The biggest problem is frustration, and a creeping awareness that things are not 

going to get better.   I have bought an electric mobility scooter, and had the car 

adapted for it ten days ago.   We had a family outing to Aldeburgh, but I still have 

a few problems with it.   A cycle path would help.   My daughters, Anna with her 

two, Oliver and Tom, and Katie with her two, Mia and Jesper, and others come 

every day and are a great help, but I have at times felt quite isolated, especially in 

the winter.   I would welcome visitors: they can contact me online at 

mick.martin@duxford.co.uk                                   

Mick, thank you for sharing so much with us.  I wish there was room for more. 

John Tanburn 
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Scrabble Afternoons in Great Wilbraham 

We have enjoyed our Scrabbling over the last 

four years and are still playing fortnightly on 

Wednesday afternoons at 2 pm in the 

Wilbrahams’ Memorial Hall.   Some of our 

friends, who come a distance to play, will be back 

with us soon when the longer evenings are with 

us, and driving is easier!   We have welcomed a 

new player within the last few months!   Days 

when we playing are on the hall notice board.   Please check with us before you 

come for the first time in case of change.   Once again, we must thank very much 

those that set up the room for us.   Tea and biscuits at 3 pm.  We ask for £2 to 

cover room hire and refreshments.   If you would like to know more please contact 

us on 01223 880934 or email harmermarilyn@gmail.com. 

Text or call 07767436509. 

Marilyn Harmer 

 

Speed Awareness Campaign 

The team have located the Speed Awareness Device at 

numerous sites throughout the village and, at the Annual 

Parish Meeting on 23rd April, plan to present a summary of 

the data that we have collected. 

We will propose the priority areas for speed reduction, the 

various options for speed reduction, together with the 

advantages and disadvantages of each, and of course the 

likely cost.  

We have communicated with several other Parish Councils to gather information 

on the impact of speed reduction furniture. 

We will seek guidance from residents on what action to take.   Please be aware 

however, that Highways and the Police will need to approve our plans. 

Our Parish Council has set aside £10,000.00 in the next fiscal year’s budget and 

we would need to also seek additional funding from the Local Highways Initiative 

and possibly from local businesses. 

Please come along to the Annual Parish Meeting on 23rd April to give your 

opinion on the way forward. 

The Speed Awareness Campaign team. 

Alister McFarquhar, Chris Hanson, Paul Lambton, Mike Smith 

Parish Council Sponsor: Stephen Bartlett 

mailto:harmermarilyn@gmail.com
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Less Waste, Less Plastic at Less Cost –  
New Church Promotion 

Twelve, High Street, Fulbourn, has launched an ambitious scheme to provide 

refills for common household liquids.   Just take your empty plastic bottles from 

home such as washing-up liquid, laundry liquid, household cleaner, etc and fill 

them up at the shop.   The products are from Ecoleaf, which produces 

environmentally friendly cleaning products that are non-toxic and safe for use 

around the house.   The range is derived from plant extracts and is based 

on biodegradable and non-hazardous ingredients, rather than the chemicals found 

in many household brands.   Ecoleaf products are made in the UK, reducing the 

products’ carbon footprint. 

Twelve is the office premises and shop of our local churches - St Nicholas, Great 

Wilbraham, St John’s, Little Wilbraham, St George’s, Six Mile Bottom and St 

Vigor’s Fulbourn.   It is run by volunteers such as Nan Symonds (photo) and one 

Parish Assistant and they need more help as the scheme takes off.   If you think 

you might be able to help staff the shop please call in, to Twelve, 15 High Street, 

Fulbourn, CB21 5DH.  Tel: 01223 882 070. Email: fwparishassistant@gmail.com 

Currently, the following household liquids are on offer: 

Laundry liquid: £0.40 per 100ml  Fabric Conditioner: £0.20 per 100ml 

Washing-up liquid: £0.20 per 100ml Toilet Cleaner: £0.20 per 100ml 

All-purpose cleaner: £0.25 per 100ml Shampoo: £1.00 per 100ml. 

Hair Conditioner: £10 

Spare, previously used containers are available if you’ve disposed of your own. 

Call in to find out more!     Jackie Beadsmoore 

 

See, Hear, Taste, and Remember 

The readership of The Warbler is mostly adult, and so when I invite you to think 

back to your school days and remember the assemblies, you will mostly be 

thinking of days when the school sang ‘Lord of the Dance,’ or even ‘When A 

Knight Won His Spurs.’   You may even remember the assemblies themselves.  

When I was learning how to be a parish priest, my training incumbent had a whole 

room full of props from assemblies going back to the early 1970s.   Plastic pipes 

and buckets (but no joint– those would be the children’s hands); spoons with long 

sticks of bamboo taped to them to demonstrate that we need each other; a joke-

shop ear to be sliced off the High Priest’s servant at a crucial moment.  Over the 

last year at Great Wilbraham School, I’ve used, variously, balloons, Christmas 

crackers, giant sparklers, and, on one occasion, about a dozen lipsticks.   

https://www.ethicalsuperstore.com/tags/biodegradable/
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With these props, I tell Bible stories, explain the life of the Church, and encourage 

Christian virtue among the young, and so I want the fifteen minutes we have 

together to be memorable.   Memory is at the heart of what the church does.   

When we gather for a big event at St Nicholas’s, a wedding or a funeral, 

everything comes back to us.   All the stories.   We remember.  We retell the 

stories, and, in retelling, show what is important to us, what we love, and who or 

what we worship.   

Memory is deeply connected with identity.   We are who we are in part because 

we remember that which has happened to us in the past.   We remember who our 

loved ones are, we remember the stories of our childhood which shape us.  

Nations remember their national stories – however true or otherwise they might be 

– and that shapes national identity.   And so it is with the Church too – we 

remember our stories, particularly Jesus’s crucifixion and resurrection, which 

Christ himself calls us to remember.   He does so at that Last Supper whilst those 

events are still a looming threat, not a past event.   When Jewish families gather to 

celebrate the Passover the language is all of ‘we’ and ‘us’, it is not ‘they’ and 

‘them’ who fled Pharaoh and crossed the red us, it was ‘we’ who fled and crossed 

the red sea.   ‘We’ were liberated from slavery.   God led ‘us’ to freedom.   The 

memory is so intense, so thick, it is as if the past is drawn into the present moment 

and as if the action unfolds around the Passover table incorporating those at that 

table into those events.   

This Passover meal, that Jesus takes and transforms into the Holy Communion 

that Christians celebrate in church every week with bread and wine, is for the sake 

of the children.   It is for them that the story is told; that the identity is passed on.  

We remember at the table – and our candles and flowers and our holy vessels are 

themselves props; stage properties to assist our remembering, as, indeed, is the 

bread and wine: a very particular kind of prop – so that our identity might be 

formed ever more in Christ, so that we might tell and live out that story. 

Come and see, and hear, and taste, and remember, this Easter in the Wilbrahams!    

Rev.  Alice Goodman, Vicar of Great Wilbraham Rector of Little Wilbraham and 

Six Mile Bottom   

  

Wilbraham Boiler Services 
Plumbing and Heating 

Gas and Oil Servicing and Breakdown 
Boiler Replacements – Landlord Certificates 

General Plumber and Heating 
30 years experience – No jobs too Small 

Mark Taylor 
Call Now : 01223 812024 or 07906 691726 
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A View from the garden 

The days lengthen rapidly and tug at the reins of winter.   A twinkle of early 

morning light greets me as I step out on a breezy morning, the old adage ‘too 

bright too early’ will probably hold true as ragged clouds scoot in from the south-

west.   Rain later most likely.   I pause, alerted by a sharp alarm from a flock of 

small birds nearby, and then, about a yard in front of me at head height, a 

brownish blur hurtles across the fence.   A flurry 

of feathers drift to the floor as an unsuspecting 

dove provides  breakfast for a sparrow hawk. 

(photo from a previous occasion in my garden)   

It’s been a difficult winter for getting onto the 

soil and do any meaningful clearing and digging, 

but now the urge to plant becomes irresistible.   I 

gave up with trying to get autumn broad beans 

and onion sets planted out in the vegetable 

garden, and so resorted to planting in the 

polytunnel.   A whole batch of things can be planted out now including beans, 

peas, onions, parsnips and carrots.   A really early sowing can act as an insurance 

policy against adverse conditions later, and part of my climate change strategy is 

to have more sowings to spread the risk of failure.   Little and often you could say.   

Last summer my main carrot crop was poor, but a late planting in July took 

advantage of autumn rains, and I was harvesting some very large roots in 

December, completely unaffected by root fly.   I also expanded my range of crops, 

and the surprise successes were Pak Choi and autumn Kale.   Even the late-

maturing Brussels sprouts did well. 

After another mild winter, perennials will be on the move.   There is still time to 

do a bit of late pruning on roses.  The new seasons’ buds will be a deep crimson 

colour, so to avoid the shrubs from getting too leggy, cut down to the lowest 

strong bud.   Climbers can be  trimmed by choosing  a strong stem from last year’s 

growth and bending over onto a frame or wire.   The more you can bend to the 

horizontal, the more it will maximise the production of new flower buds by 

slowing the flow sap.   Buddleia also benefits from a late cut.   The leaf buds will 

be growing well now, but to limit the size cut the stems back to a strong shoot. 

There is still time (just) to split/move expanding herbaceous perennials.   Hardy 

geraniums, crocosmia and nerines will all benefit from more space and a bit of 

fresh soil. After planting out, make sure you put plenty of mulch over any exposed 

soil to help conserve moisture. 

Nigel Start 

21D : a dame composed with us; film (7) 
22D : (4) it needs 3 of these to get the film (4) 
 

 



34 

 

 

 
84, Angle End, Gt Wilbraham, CB215JG 

01223 811844 : www.chapel.dental 

Claire Jackman BDS & Associates 

NHS, DENPLAN & PRIVATE TREATMENTS 
With special interests in Implants and Orthodontics 

Monday         09.00-17.00 
Tuesday         09.00-19.00 
Wednesday    09.00-17.00 
Thursday        09.00-19.00 
Friday             09.00-17.00 
Saturday         09.30-15.00 

New Patients Always Welcome 

                      
Fully approved Electrical Contractor 

All Work Certificated in Accordance with NICEIC 

Free no obligation quotations 

All aspects of electrical work undertaken such as re-wires, Electrical 

condition Reports, maintenance calls, New build Installations, Industrial and 

Commercial Installations 

However small you may consider your job it will be treated with the same 

attention to detail as every one of our jobs. 

Your Local Electrician 
Unit 24 Hall Barn Road Industrial Estate, Hall Barn Road, Isleham, 

Cambridgeshire, CB7 5RJ 

Contact us on; 01638 781567 / enquiries@jandjdrake.co.uk 

 

http://www.chapel.dental/
mailto:enquiries@jandjdrake.co.uk
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Put a Spring in your Step 
with Gentle Exercise 
 
Where:  Wilbrahams Memorial Hall 
 
When:   Tuesdays   10am - Mindful Movement 
               Saturdays   9.30am - Yoga 
  
£8 to drop in or £28 for a block of 4  
 
For further information please contact Juliette: 

 01223 881889  07786 067077 

www.juliettebaysham.co.uk 

info@juliettebaysham.co.uk 

Please note there will be NO classes on: 

Saturday 22nd Feb & 9th May;    
Tuesday 7th & 14th April; 26th May 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:info@juliettebaysham.co.uk
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MOT Testing, Servicing & Auto Repairs 

Unit 3, Station Yard, Wilbraham Road 
Fulbourn, Cambridge CB21 5ET 

Tel: (01223) 880747 
 

 
        Our professionally trained teachers bring their knowledge and 

inspiration with them into the studio every week! 

     www.coloursof dance.com 0122337782268 
First Steps (Combined class for ages 3-5) 3.45pm-4.15pm 

Pre-Primary in Dance 4.15pm-4.45pm 
Primary in Dance 4.45pm-5.30pm 

Grade 1 Ballet 5.30pm-6.15pm 
 

http://www.coloursof/
http://www.coloursof/
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Down to Earth on the Farm 

Winter is not a busy time on this farm but a regular weekly job that gives me great 

pleasure is the supplementary feeding of the 10 acres of wild bird habitat I’ve 

planted.   I have two tons of mixed feed made up and this will be fed through until 

the end of April, when a more abundant supply of natural food and insects 

becomes available to our wild songbird population.   I’ve also started trimming the 

hedges now that the supply of berries has been consumed.  

As always even more than politics, weather dominates the farming agenda. 

We’ve just had a very wet autumn that surpasses 2012 but as is often the case our 

area has been drier than most.   On the farm here we still had dry ditches in mid 

October when other areas, north and west of us, had localised flooding.   While 

the ditches now have water in them, it is more to do with water finally getting in 

from percolation and field drains running than the deeper water table coming up. 

Locally the water table is measured at Cherry Tree Stud on the Six Mile Bottom 

road.   I know from discussion at the last WRPS meeting that level is unlikely to 

get up the three metres needed to the point that the natural springs start running 

this year.   Over abstraction from the aquifer and low annual precipitation 

replenishment being the reason.   Given the building programme in the Cambridge 

area things are only going to get worse, which does not bode well to our diverse 

local habitat or wildlife.  

That fact that it rained very frequently last autumn has meant that nationally the 

percentage of the wheat crop that has been planted is at an all time low of around 

65%.   All this means that we will go from a big 2019 UK national wheat harvest 

of over 16 million tons to one of potentially less than 10 million tons.   Much of 

the wheat area has been planted in the drier period which we’ve had since 

Christmas.   This will have much less yield potential than the optimum first week 

of October timing, so we will need a kind Spring and plenty of moisture in May 

and June to optimise the potential and lessen imports, if tariffs permit! 

The No-Till drilling technique I’ve adopted at Hawk Mill has paid dividends this 

year as the improved soil structure created by cover crop roots and undisturbed 

worm channels.  This has meant that the rainfall percolated away well and the 

thatch of green vegetation enabled the tractor and drill to operate cleanly on the 

field surface enabling an extra 30% of planned wheat area to be planted.   Result! 

The fields which have had cover crops growing on them capturing nutrition and 

supporting the worm population through the winter have now been sprayed off 

with glyphosate ready for direct drilled spring crops. 

I can’t complain about film and media celebrities flying around the globe to speak 

at climate change conferences as I’ve just returned from a ‘No-Till on the Plains’ 

conference in Wichita (yes, of Glen Campbell fame) USA.   This was a three day 

Regenerative Agriculture conference with workshops on Advanced Concepts in 
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Soil Health.  A programme of leading global speakers covered subjects from 

photosynthesis fuelling the soil microbial metabolism through diverse crop 

rotations to re-introducing livestock into farm as part of the nutrition cycle.   The 

aim; healthy soil producing a more healthy nutrition element in our food and a 

healthier population.   

To summarise, though the big picture is about regenerative/conservation farming 

capturing CO2 from the atmosphere through photosynthesis.   Always having 

something growing in our fields sequestering carbon and locking it away as 

organic matter, the byproduct being oxygen and cleaner air the result. 

Agriculture can be a major part of the “net zero” climate change solution, which 

nicely brings us back to the weather. 

David White 

 

Wilbrahams’ Cricket on the Up . . . The Sequel 

In my last report for the Warbler that you didn’t read, I praised the team for a 

good season having come 4th in Junior 1 South.   I said “Even if we didn’t go up, 

we are definitely on the up”.   Well if I am not Nostradamus I was lying . . . we 

have been promoted back to the Senior League!   This implies we must have had a 

very good close season (!), but sadly I suspect the common problem of getting 

today’s youth to participate in sport, rather than watch it or simulate it, has meant 

that sides above have dropped out and we have been promoted to fill the void.  

The challenge is of course, can we justify it? 

Well of course we can!   We have always had great facilities (ground, wicket, teas, 

changing rooms and social club) which compare very favourably with everybody 

we play against.   What we now also have is a talented team which plays for each 

other as a team, and that is worth a couple of extra players at least.  There is also 

an added incentive in that in Senior 3 we will not only be playing against Yelling 

(the Ascroft connection) but also against Isleham when Will Oliver can play 

against his brother-in-law Jamie Saunders, who of course opened the bowling for 

Wilbrahams, with distinction, for many years.   An unreliable source (his father, 

Keiron) tells me Jamie can now bat, but that I need to see! 

So look out your kit, oil your bat and gets those arms moving and those feet 

dancing.   Nets will start on Thursday evenings at 6.30pm in April and all are 

welcome, especially new talent under 60.   Our first match in Senior 3 is away at 

Chesterfords on 2 May, and our first home match is against Saffron Walden III on 

9 May.   I look forward to seeing you all there . . . and let’s hope we can recreate 

former glories in the Senior League! 

Roddy Tippen  Chairman, Wilbrahams’ Sports Club 
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Mental Health – We all have it! 

I was moved to write this week following a conference I went to in London 

entitled “Intense emotions and Unbearable Experiences: How to heal without 

resorting to diagnosis and pills”.   The main presentation was about a new way 

of looking at mental distress called The Power Threat Meaning Framework.   This 

offers an alternative to the disease model of mental health, instead recognising 

emotional distress and/or troubling behaviour as understandable responses to 

adverse events.   It restores the link between distress and social injustices such as 

poverty, discrimination and inequality.   It promotes social action, for example 

local campaigning or lobbying MPs to empower people and increase their access 

to power and resources. 

It rang lots of bells with me as during my life I have experienced periods of 

extreme difficulty, as most of us have.   I have been lucky enough to be supported 

through these periods by close friends and family.   However, there have been 

times when adverse reactions by other people such as those I considered my 

friends or authorities, whom I assumed I could rely on, have let me down causing 

me to feel that it was I who was somehow to blame for the situation I found 

myself in, when in reality that was certainly not the case.   In this situation it is 

easy to think “Am I going mad? What is happening to me?”.   In some instances 

medication is entirely appropriate and if that is what helps then all well and good.  

My point is that if you have horrible things happen to you then it is completely 

normal to feel sad, angry, confused, desperate.   It does not mean that you are ill.   

One of the worst things about these feelings is the shame that they bring with 

them.   Somehow it has become shameful not to be wonderfully happy and 

brilliant all the time.   Fear of ridicule and guilt about not being a fantastic pillar of 

society can lead us to be isolated which is, I think, one of the worst things that can 

happen to a human being, or any animal in fact! 

This lead me to think about the other ways of coping with such periods and how, 

as a village community we can all support each other to feel included and to 

remember that we are all wonderful people doing our best to survive in a tough 

world where words are cheap and kindness seems to be hard to come by.  

Sometimes it is not those who know us best who can help the most.   Sometimes it 

is what seems like a really small thing that can touch someone enough to make 

them feel special.   We are lucky to live in a place where there are such people.  

People who understand that being involved in something may be the very 

medicine that we need.   So, I want to say a really big “Well done” to all those 

organising the wonderful village groups and events.   Also to all those who take 

the time to chat or perform a small act of kindness during your busy day.   You 

may never realise how close you came to saving someone from a mental health 

“diagnosis”. 
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Emma Gant 

More information on the PTM Framework can be found at: 

https://www.bps.org.uk/sites/www.bps.org.uk/files/Policy/Policy%20-

%20Files/PTM%20Summary.pdf 

 

Your MP 

Parliament has now been back for some time and work is 

progressing on many fronts.   I was delighted to be re-elected 

as your MP with a majority of 11,490 and I am looking 

forward to continuing to represent all of my constituents, 

however you voted. 

Already in Parliament I have pressed on matters that were 

raised with me on the doorstep.  

Many constituents raised with me the service on the line between Newmarket and 

Cambridge through Dullingham, with complaints of delays, cancellations and 

overcrowding due to shorter trains.   I was disappointed to learn that this affects 

commuters as well as young people travelling to school or college in Cambridge.  

I have already raised this issue with Greater Anglia Trains who are responsible for 

operating services on this route, and I am due to meet with them and Network Rail 

to discuss these problems in early February.   If you would like me to raise 

specific issues or provide feedback on the service ahead of my meeting please get 

in touch.  

I have also met with Jonathan Lewis of Cambridgeshire County Council to discuss 

the recent increases in school funding, pressures that our schools are facing and 

what support can be offered.   Additionally, I will shortly be meeting with the 

Schools Minister, Nick Gibb MP to discuss special needs funding and what 

additional support can be provided.  

Turning to health, I have spoken to Jan Thomas, Accountable Officer for the 

Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Clinical Commissioning Group regarding the 

doctor’s surgery in Waterbeach to ensure that continued care is in place, as well as 

discussing the expansion of GP services in Ely and IVF services in our area.  

I hold regular surgeries in the constituency and I am here to help with any issues 

you may have.   Please contact me by emailing me on 

lucy.frazer.mp@parliament.uk.  

You can also keep up with my work by following me on Facebook, Twitter or 

visiting my website- www.lucyfrazer.org.uk 

 

Lucy Fraser MP 

https://www.bps.org.uk/sites/www.bps.org.uk/files/Policy/Policy%20-%20Files/PTM%20Summary.pdf
https://www.bps.org.uk/sites/www.bps.org.uk/files/Policy/Policy%20-%20Files/PTM%20Summary.pdf
mailto:lucy.frazer.mp@parliament.uk
https://lucyfrazer.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2d42f6909124094742285615d&id=3b95a4ec25&e=0f6ba6de36
https://lucyfrazer.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2d42f6909124094742285615d&id=8cb37b13df&e=0f6ba6de36
https://lucyfrazer.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2d42f6909124094742285615d&id=194b4b97ac&e=0f6ba6de36
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 ‘We are unique here in Cambridgeshire’ 

‘We are unique here in Cambridgeshire’.  This quote is 

nothing to do with schools or universities or anything 

like that, but everything to do with local government.  

We are unique in the baffling complexity of the layers of 

government:  Combined Authority of Cambridgeshire 

and Peterborough (CA, Mayor), County Council, Greater 

Cambridge Partnership (County, City, Districts, 

University, Businesses), City, two Districts (East and South), two Parishes (Little 

and Great Wilbraham).  This is a complex and costly set-up; it makes decision-

making difficult and long-winded; and it makes consultation with all of us who 

live here complex.  Those of us who participate do try our best to make it work. 

This month (February 2020) South Cambs District Council is asking all residents 

to give their opinion on the issues they want the new Local Plan to tackle and to 

comment on the options that are open to them.  We ‘ve tried to publicise this 

consultation as widely as possible and encourage people to take part.  I think the 

Wilbrahams are doing well since I’ve already had emails or conversations with 

people who told me they are going to comment, and in no uncertain terms! Good 

for you, I say, let your voice be heard. 

And it’s not just about building more homes or more roads, or stopping building 

homes and roads, it’s much more than that.  The Local Plan, which covers the 

period 2030-2041 is about the kind of place we want to leave for the younger 

generation - a greener, cleaner, healthier, prosperous place, with plenty of 

opportunities for leisure and cultural pursuits.  It’s really not enough to say ‘no 

one listens’ if we don’t take the time to respond: and I accuse myself of 

sometimes being slow to participate.  But this is our time, our place.  Let’s speak 

out with a positive voice. 

Living in the Wilbrahams we’re all dependent on our cars.  Those of us, who 

waste time and pollute the atmosphere crawling along to the Quy roundabout or 

inching our way down Cambridge Road to Cherry Hinton to try to catch a bus 

which crawls its way further on, long for better choices.  There is some hope on 

the horizon, and we are fighting for it to be a near rather than a far horizon.  Let 

me set out here a few of the choices to be considered. 

We hope that, as a result of a decision taken on 30th January, the Greater 

Cambridge Partnership (GPC) will now begin to look in earnest at some form of 

road pricing in the City to deal with pollution, to ease congestion and to strike a 

balance between those who live in the City and those who travel in for work and 

leisure.  Better public transport at a reasonable cost has to be the starting point; but 

how this is to paid for needs to be discussed and a consensus arrived at.  Pricing 

for taking your car into the city is only unfair to villages if there is no adequate 
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public transport, so let’s get that right first.  If we had a better, more frequent, 

cleaner, more reliable service - why would we not use it? We are working on this, 

along with the GPC. 

Claire Daunton South Cambs District Councillor 

 

Prince Charles would surely approve 

Most of us have by now seen and appreciated the hedge-laying on the long hedge 

between Great and Little Wilbraham.- a craft which Prince Charles himself 

practises - carried out by a team of craftspeople from WonderWood from Barton.   

We spoke to two of them. 

Gareth comes from South Africa and has learned 

the traditional skills over the past two years. He 

works with Laurence.   A small team can lay up to 

100 metres of hedge on a good day but to do so 

(as here) they have to use a chain saw to speed up 

the process of cutting part way through each main 

hedge stem so that it can be bent over at 45 

degrees without killing the hedge.   They can also 

do it the traditional way with a billhook - and 

their boss was British National Supreme 

Champion in 2018.  

The hedge is then strengthened with vertical stakes and the top is woven with long 

pliable withies – all this wood is willow, grown specially for this purpose in 

Grantchester.  Styles of hedge laying vary across the country – here we have the 

East Anglian style. 

The work is only carried out in the Winter 

months so as not to disturb nesting birds.   

Laurence says that the hedge will soon thicken 

up and should last many years.  

We have the Wright family from The Temple 

Great Wilbraham to thank for this beautiful 

locally grown and crafted addition to our 

landscape. 

Nick Toovey 

17A : actor, take nothing away leaving a product name (6) 
19A : a can, a slab with a hundred replayed as time goes by (10) 
23A : alligator loses 50 but takes in 500 to make this popular film (9) 
31D : American soldier doubles up for this musical (4) 
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Turning a Blind Eye to Pollution 

In summer 1976 a hopeful young man in a new job (for which he was the only 

applicant) roamed Cambridgeshire’s countryside with sampling buckets and 

bottles.  The County Council had a new duty to control pollution caused by solid 

and liquid waste disposal onto land.   Monitoring was part of the task.   Much of 

the waste produced and disposed of in Cambridgeshire, and some imported from 

outside the county, was tipped into Chalk quarries, Lincolnshire Limestone, or 

sand and gravel extractions.   Everyone knew that liquids from the decomposition 

of waste was polluting.   Letting it seep from the pits was called “dilute and 

disperse”.  Stick it into a pit or a pipe into water, or up a chimney and forget it. 

There was work to be done.   I had decided to save the world again. 

I soon learnt that some rubbish tips, tanneries and chemical plants already boasted 

boreholes built to monitor pollution from those activities.   One of these was a 

County Council landfill directly on the same Chalk that underlies us here in 

Wilbraham, and is our main source of drinking water.   It is near the Pet 

Crematorium at Thriplow. 

One of the first stories I heard about dodgy practices was of the “M1 drip”, never 

proven as far as I know, but not unimaginable to save a few bob, tanker valves left 

cracked open, dripping for a hundred miles.   Another tale was that bulk solvents 

were shipped out to sea and left to evaporate from huge dishes on deck.   Once it 

was on the boat it was someone else's problem - a bit like plastic waste now. 

There were “call-outs” too.   An emergency at a construction site a couple of miles 

away from here as the crow flies.   A 45-gallon container of DNOC (dinitro-ortho-

cresol), toxic even in small quantities, had been unearthed and split.   A second 

container was undamaged.   They had been fly-tipped into a disused pit.  The 

chemical was sparkling bright yellow and sparingly soluble in water so fairly 

straightforward to clean up.   The original deposit was another example of the 

chronic “out of sight out of mind” principle. 

Then there was the large explosion plus huge flash at the Milton landfill site.   The 

elderly compactor driver commented that it was like a phosphorus bomb going off 

in the war!   But it was impossible to find proof.   Same principle though.   Ditto 

when the fire service was called to an illegal deposit at a landfill site near 

Peterborough; burst drums; a solid, stifling stench.   After helping deal with it a 

dozen or so fire personnel took themselves to A&E with headaches and nausea. 

Fortunately, they were all ok. 

Just before Christmas 1987 I was informed that a large quantity of pesticide 

washings had been deposited, over time, at a Limestone site at Helpston.   A 

couple of days later the National Rivers Authority rang to say that a sample from a 

borehole at Etton in the Limestone, about 4 kilometres away, contained 4 or 5 

parts per billion of a commonly used pesticide called mecoprop (one of the 

components of the waste washings).   An Environment Agency paper on this 



46 

 

pollution can be found if you search for surf_case_study3_web.pdf.   You will see 

that treatment continues. 

Near Huntingdon one site was smouldering.   About an acre of rubber trim three 

or four metres deep from the car industry was unsafe to walk on.   There were 

mini volcanic puffs of smoke everywhere.   When the operator agreed he should 

extinguish the fire it was frightening waiting for the dozer to reappear each time it 

mowed into banks of rubber, smoke, and sometimes flame.   The same site was 

causing a pollution which required intercepting followed by three distinct 

treatments: - chemical cracking, ordinary sewage type treatment and a reed bed. 

In the 80s a disposal problem was developing for hospitals.   Most had 

incinerators.   London hospitals didn't have enough.   At the same time HIV/AIDS 

was hitting the headlines with scare stories caused by lack of knowledge and 

understanding.   We agreed to trial landfilling ordinary non-clinical hospital waste 

to free up incinerator capacity for more difficult wastes.   I met the first load at the 

Milton landfill on a wet wintery day.   An ordinary “muck” tipper lorry crammed 

full with black plastic bags arrived.   When it tipped nothing moved, except for 

blood starting to trickle out.   The driver had a pair of rubber gloves and totector 

type safety boots and that was all.   Back in their warm dry offices they took their 

tea and biscuits.   When he had succeeded in emptying his bloody load by clawing 

these bags out he told me he wouldn't be doing it again.   I agreed.   There had 

been no proper effort to separate non-clinical waste only. 

But what of gases, reactions and the 

atmosphere?   In March 1986 a bungalow 

next to a landfill site exploded in Loscoe, 

UK.   Look it up - you can buy memorabilia - 

coasters with photos!   And chemical 

reactions in huge liquid waste mixing tanks, 

temperatures creeping up and up when 

unknown or random reactions take over.  The 

national news.   Next time. 

Tony Goryn 
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The Wilbrahams’ Community Choir update 

The choir continues to go from strength to strength.   Over the last year we have 

gained members and are singing more challenging pieces in four parts.  

We had a very busy time over Christmas, performing at Carol Services at both 

Little Wilbraham and Great Wilbraham churches.  We also took part in a service 

for the Cogwell Trust at Magdalene College in Cambridge, led by Rowan 

William, former Archbishop of Canterbury, and took part in community carol 

singing in Little Wilbraham, raising funds for Jimmy’s Nightshelter.  

The Choir had a lovely Christmas/New Year party in early January, very kindly 

hosted by Emma Gant, during which, Guy Mulley gave a speech praising and 

thanking Gill Humphrey for all her efforts directing the choir. 

This term we are busy rehearsing for 

our annual charity Summer 

Community Concert, which takes 

place on Friday 22nd May 2020 at 

7.30pm in the Wilbrahams’ Memorial 

Hall. The theme is ‘Music to Work, 

Rest and Play’.   We will be joined 

once again by local band ‘The Tofty 

Club’ and hoping for some audience 

participation.   It will be a great night 

out, so please keep the date free in 

your diaries and come along! 

Wilbrahams’ Community Choir consists of a friendly group of local singers, 

directed by Gill Humphrey, a fabulous and talented local music teacher.   We meet 

for one hour a week and sing lots of different types of music.   We aim for variety, 

so during the past Autumn months we have been singing Fauré’s ‘Cantique de 

Jean Racine’ at one end of the musical spectrum, whilst learning folk songs, 

‘Sunny Afternoon’ by the Kinks and ‘Right said Fred’ for some light relief.  

New members are always welcome.   There is no audition and you don’t need 

previous choral experience.   Just come along to a rehearsal and join in.   If you 

enjoy singing, why not try us out? 

We meet in the Wilbrahams’ Memorial Hall on Thursday evenings from 8.00 to 

9.00p.m. during school term time. (Staying for a drink in the Social Club 

afterwards is purely optional, although some of us consider it essential!.    I can be 

contacted by email vanessajnichols@gmail.com or by phone 07876363707 if you 

need to know more. 

Vanessa Nichols  The Wilbrahams’ Community Choir Chairperson 

mailto:vanessajnichols@yahoo.co.uk
http://gmail.com/
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The Wilbrahams’ Film Club 

The 2019/20 season got off to a good start in November with a showing of “The 

Dressmaker”, followed in December by “Salmon Fishing in the Yemen”.   Both 

films were well attended and there continues to be a great atmosphere on these 

evenings with villagers chatting and catching up, maybe with a glass of beer, wine 

or soft drink in hand, prior to settling down to watch the film.   

By the time you read this article several other films will have been shown (as well 

as one specifically for the over 60s Club), but don’t worry if you forgot to renew 

your membership, just contact Paul Lambton at wilbrahamsfilmclub@gmail.com 

or come along to the next film evening.   Visitors are also welcome anytime 

(£3.00 a head).   Dates of future film nights can be found on the Wilbrahams’ 

website/Local Information/Clubs & Societies. 

A small committee organises the evenings and chooses the films, but suggestions 

of films are always welcome – we aim to please where possible and people do 

find that they enjoy films they would never have gone to the cinema to see.   It is 

also easier getting to the Memorial Hall than it is into Cambridge, plus you have 

the social side of the club.   

We aim to make this an inclusive club.   If you know of anyone that might be 

interested in coming along, but doesn’t really use the computer a great deal to 

check village websites etc. do let us have their name and address and we can pop a 

written film schedule and info through their letterbox – hopefully they will also be 

reading this article to know a little more about the club. 

All 2020 film dates are confirmed as below but obviously not all films yet.   If you 

are a film club member then you receive a monthly email detailing the films and 

the info is also put on the Wilbrahams’ Website so make sure you register to get 

updates. 

See Hall programme on page 17 for dates and film details. 

So, join us when you can, and we look forward to seeing you at the next film. 

Paul Lampton 

1A : musical film arranges a bar etc (7)   
6A : A small kiss for Greg? (4) 
9A : Actor/director, surname sounds like a cathedral city (5) 
10A : boo pc or change for sci fi movie (7) 
1D : first name of an actor, sounds portable (4) 
3D : this stone when joined with a Canadian bay; actor (4) 
7D : evenly best, sci fi film (2)    
12A,15D,14D : musical with two notes and country (2,2,4) 
15D : SEE 12A  8D : Diane or Buster (6)  14D : SEE 12A 
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Spotted Flycatcher families –  
can you help us find them? 

Spotted Flycatchers are attractive little summer 

migrant birds.   Sadly, they are in deep decline 

in the UK; a decline in recent years second 

only to that of Turtle Doves.   Losses 

amounted to a 50% decline during 1995-2010 

– continuing a 90% decline since 1970; and 

they were probably declining before that.   

They are rare in Cambridgeshire, but there is 

still a small community in the Wilbrahams 

which I’ve been studying for several years.   

While we know of a number of pairs scattered 

across the two villages, I’m certain there are 

several more we don’t know about. 

The birds are very site-faithful, if not faithful 

to their partners!   Consider one Wilbraham 

territory – and let’s give the birds names.   In 

2016 Alice partnered with Alexander.   We fitted her that year with a geolocator 

tag in order to track her migration.   The next year, 2017, Alice was back, but 

paired with a new partner, Bruce, not Alexander.   We retrieved her tag, with its 

daily log of her 16,000-mile round-trip to her winter quarters in Angola.  Then, in 

2018, Alexander from 2016 was back with a new partner of his own, Brenda, at 

exactly the same site again; with no sign of Alice.   Last year, 2019, (minimum) 

five-year-old Alice was reunited with Bruce again.   All their nests had been 

within 50m of each other. 

We had of course searched and searched the immediate area in each year, clearly 

not finding birds which subsequently proved to have been alive.   They wouldn’t 

have gone far.   But where to?   We need to find them. 

Conservation depends on improving our knowledge of the birds’ movements, 

survival-rates and behaviour.   Flycatchers have tiny territories – often a single 

garden, and we can’t ring every doorbell.  

So please email spofl@cambridgebirdclub.org.uk if you’ve seen Flycatchers 

anywhere in the Wilbrahams in recent years; and look out for them this year 

anytime from the middle of May. 

There’s lots more to read about the project at bit.ly/SpotFly 

 

Michael Holdsworth 

 

mailto:spofl@cambridgebirdclub.org.uk
http://bit.ly/SpotFly
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Successful first Wilbrahams’ Winter Wonder Walk 

Throughout Advent 2019 you may have noticed some amazing window displays 

popping up in Great and Little Wilbraham.   The primary school PTFA has been 

trying out a new village event and we are more than pleased with the result!  

Every day, during 1st-24th December, a different house, church, business or 

phone booth had a window display for walkers to visit.   The 24 selected window-

dressers showed great imagination and 

diversity in their designs.   We could, for 

example enjoy a winter Lego-landscape in 

Squires Field, a puppet show in Station Rd, 

Bethlehem’s Star light-display at Primrose 

Farm Barn, and Santa stuck in a chimney at 

the Social club!   Voted 

the best window was 

Sarah Fordham’s at 

Ratford’s Yard with her 

fantastic colourful display. (See photo on inside cover) 

Accompanying each window was a box for donations to 

Jimmy’s night shelter.   Thank you for your great generosity, 

together we collected a fully packed car for our charity! 

About two-thirds of the window-dressers also provided a 

special free treat.   We could for example enjoy the fantastic 

community choir with a mulled wine in our hands on a cold 

evening in Little Wilbraham, talk to Santa in his grotto on 

High Street, visit the Children’s Wednesday church group, try 

water colour painting in Helen’s studio, and oh so many sweets and delicious 

home-baked treats! 

In total, there were 150 participants of which 50 forms entered the great prize 

draw (open for those that visited 7 or more windows) and a total 11 participants 

managed to visit all the windows.   Well done Cheryl Patey and Annie Bird, who 

won the prizes for visiting the most windows and providing the best winter words, 

epiphany and hope respectively.   Of all the kindly donated prizes we would 

especially like to thank our local businesses Essential Health, Shoegarden and 

Perfect Pinkies Beauty Room for their generous prize donations! 

The PTFA are very pleased with all the great feedback we have received.   We are 

now looking forward to organising an even bigger and better event in 2020!   

Look out for more information later this year if YOU are keen to display YOUR 

window in Advent 2020… 

Lotta Holm and the PTFA committee 
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Secure Container Storage 
10ft and 20ft 

 
 

Ideal for Business storage 
Conveniently located in Bottisham 

Call 07841 930065 
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The Wilbrahams’ WI 

Once again, the Ladies of the Wilbrahams’ 

WI have been busy!! 

Our Christmas Social was a most enjoyable 

evening with Mulled Wine, treats and a quiz 

which proved a lot of fun. 

Our first meeting of the year was an evening of Decopatch where we decorated a 

pot and then all went home with a bag of compost and a mystery bulb to plant! 

Our programme for the year ahead has been finalised and there are some 

interesting and fun meetings. We are repeating our Summer Supper which was a 

great success last year and also are holding our Open Meeting in September with a 

fascinating talk on the Land Army by a local Historian. Once again, this is Open 

to anyone in the village - men included!  

We are always delighted to welcome new members.  if you aren’t sure it’s for 

you, come along to a meeting, a small fee applies, and see for yourself who we are 

and what we do. We meet the first Tuesday of each month in the Memorial Hall at 

7.30pm 

Our Programmes of events for 2020 

3rd March – Hot wax hand massages with Clare Hast 

7th April – Cheese & Wine & Resolutions evening 

5th May – Flower Arranging & Practical evening with Debbie Bull 

2nd June – Boxworth Botanicals - Demonstrations from a local natural skincare 

company 

7th July – Summer Supper - delicious foods, served  

amongst friends new and old 

4th August – Burwell Windmill - evening outing to the  museum & windmill 

1st September – Open Meeting - The Land Army. Meeting open  to all (including 

men!!) A fascinating talk from Nicky Reynolds 

6th October – Geoff Lambert & his four-legged friend  present an evening about 

Medical Detection Dogs  

3rd November - An evening of watercolour painting of Autumn Leaves with 

Helen Clarke 

1st December - Christmas Party night 

For more information please contact  

President – Lisa Gifford – 07368 547534 

Committee members 

Emily Lane – 07973 518576 

Carol Whitehouse – 07770 973702 

Roz Polito – 07944 173382     Lisa Gifford 
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Auto Garage to Funeral Service 

You may have been wondering what’s happening to the old car repair workshop 

on Station Road. Well, “Woodland House” is currently being given a complete 

facelift with a rebuilt interior and a fresh external make over before being lovingly 

decorated for Woodland Wishes Funeral Services. 

Woodland Wishes Funeral Services are based at No. 4 The High Street, in 

Fulbourn and have decided to bring their chapel of rest and mortuary facility a lot 

closer to home in order to support the Wilbrahams and Fulbourn community with 

a more personal presence. 

Woodland Wishes are pleased to be able to support families by offering a truly 

personal and affordable funeral service including cremations, woodland burials, 

traditional and home funerals as well as pre-need planning. They are proud to be 

awarded Green Funeral Director of the year due to their greener credentials and 

environmentally friendly products. 

There will be a formal opening day, to include the 

renaming of the building as well as the blessing of 

the chapel of rest with Father Miles Pateman on 

Saturday the 4 April. Woodland Wishes invite 

residents to come and visit on the day from 1pm 

to have a look round the facilities and meet the 

staff. There will be lots to look at as well as 

alternative funeral transport options such as horse and funeral dray, motorcycle 

hearse, electric and traditional hearses as well as cardboard and willow coffins. 

Independent Funeral Directors Tracy O’Leary, founder and husband Andy look 

forward to meeting you and can be contacted on 01223 880002. 

Tracy O’Leary 

 

1984 Townley Hall 27-30 May 

April 1984. 13:00. Comrade 6079, Winston Smith, thinks 

a thought, starts a diary, and falls in love.   But Big 

Brother is watching him and the door to Room 101 can 

swing open in the blink of an eye.   Winston has been 

caught struggling for scraps of love and freedom in a 

world awash with mistrust and violence. 

The award-winning Fulbourn Players' adaptation of George Orwell's 

classic 1984 runs from Wednesday 27 to Saturday 30 May at Townley Hall, 

Fulbourn (7:30pm each day).   Tickets will be available from 23rd February 

from https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/stjohnsplayers priced £9 (£8 concessions) 

plus booking fee.       Neil Cole 

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/stjohnsplayers
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WRPS Calls for Consideration of an Alternative 
Source of Public Water Supply in New Local Plan 

The Wilbraham River Protection Society (WRPS) will be responding to the 

current consultation by the local planning authorities on the Issues and Options 

that may form the basis of the proposed Greater Cambridge Local Plan, being 

prepared jointly by Cambridge City Council and South Cambridgeshire District 

Council.  The new plan takes us beyond the present approved plans to the 2040’s. 

The representation will be in response to questions about how the plan could help 

improve the natural environment and what the priorities should be for new 

infrastructure. WRPS has long been concerned about low river flows and dry river 

beds during the summer months, despite the water augmentation scheme in place 

to compensate for the levels of abstraction from the underlying chalk aquifer for 

public water supply. 

The Society will be drawing attention to the River Cam Manifesto and the 

problems brought to our notice at the recent AGM in a talk by Stephen Tomkins, 

Chairman of the Cam Valley Forum, author of the Manifesto.  

We will be asking the authorities to request the Environment Agency to review 

the licences of water companies for their level of abstraction from the chalk before 

greater levels of population growth are approved.  We will be doing this in the 

light of recent yearly droughts, the lower levels of rainfall expected due to climate 

change and increasing population growth in the water catchment area. 

Further depletion of the chalk aquifer also comes from the Lodes - Granta Water 

Augmentation scheme, operative over many years to provide compensation water 

to chalk rivers feeding the Cam and to protect local sites of Special Scientific 

Interest.  This is particularly pertinent now since the pumps seem to be in constant 

operation. 

It will be pointed out that the effects of the drier conditions likely to be 

experienced in the future due to these causes could effect the wider natural 

environment as well as protected areas and might compromise the intention of 

‘doubling nature  ’in Cambridgeshire.  Serious consideration should therefore be 

given to providing an alternative source of public water supply and so allow the 

chalk aquifer to recharge and continue to supply water to the springs that feed the 

river system. 

Richard Townley, Chairman, Wilbraham River Protection Society 

26D,36A,34D: cameo find adjusted with 36D; film (2,4,3) 
36A : SEE 26D      34D : SEE 26D 
39A : take part of the way ne to find this actor, usually in the saddle (5) 
16D,37D : Film about Spanish police? (2,3)  37D : SEE 16D 
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Exploring the Evidence for Exercising Everyday                                          

In a previous issue of the Warbler we looked at the benefits of moderate exercise 

and my recent review of the latest research studies has highlighted some 

interesting conclusions. 

Yoga plus conventional treatment with painkillers seems to be more effective for 

reducing chronic pain than treatment with only painkillers.   Chronic pain involves 

persistent or recurrent pain lasting longer than three months.   Medication is often 

prescribed for people with chronic pain, but has side effects, can be addictive and 

may not even work, so alternative approaches such as yoga are attractive.   

The authors of the Canadian study conclude: “Further exploration of yoga 

compared with no treatment may provide additional insight into the effectiveness 

of complementary and alternative medicine therapies for management of chronic 

non-malignant pain”.  

There is also evidence that exercise can reduce risk of falls in older people and is 

so strong that plans need to be made and implemented, says research in the British 

Journal of Sports Medicine. Reviewers assessed the effects of exercise 

interventions for preventing falls in people aged 60 years and older. 

They found that: 

Exercise reduces the rate of falls by 23% 

The effect was stronger when the interventions are delivered by a health 

professional 

Balance and functional exercises reduce the rate of falls by 24% 

Regular physical activity also lowers risk of 

fracture.   Exercise, including lighter intensity 

activities such as walking, is associated with 

reduced risk of fracture in postmenopausal 

women according to the most comprehensive 

analysis of the research to date.   Women who 

did the highest amount of physical activity had 

an 18% lower risk of hip fracture and 6% 

lower risk of total fracture. 

Physical activity also comes up trumps in a new analysis of non-drug and non-

surgical interventions for knee arthritis published in an academic journal.   A team 

of experts trawled through the scientific research and concluded that exercise 

(especially resistance training) had the most positive effects on people with knee 

osteoarthritis.  

Building resistance training into the daily routine of older adults would improve 

health and longevity according to a statement in the Journal of Strength and 

Conditioning Research. Resistance training refers to any form of exercise where 
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you lift or pull against resistance e.g. using weights (a full water bottle will do), 

power bands or a gym machine.   The research shows that resistance training is a 

powerful tool in combating loss of muscle strength and mass in the aging 

population which makes everyday tasks easier.   It also can decrease the risk of 

heart disease and osteoporosis. 

Yoga also appears to be effective in lowering pain and stiffness of osteoarthritis 

and improving function, says a Current Rheumatology Reports paper.  A review 

of the evidence highlighted trials involving osteoarthritis (aged 50-80 years, 80% 

women).   The authors of the review explain that their findings suggest that “yoga 

may be effective for improving pain, function, and stiffness in individuals with 

osteoarthritis compared to exercise and non-exercise control groups.” 

Regular exercise also keeps us healthy and alert.   It boosts energy and mood 

thereby relieving stress.   Most days do your best to go for a stroll, do some simple 

stretching at home or your desk and/or go to a class incorporating mindful 

movement.   But, most of all, just move… 

Juliette Baysham 

 

The St Nicholas Trust presents 
La Bohème at The Memorial Hall 

On Friday 7th February about 50 local opera fans were treated 

to a DVD performance of Puccinni’s much loved opera La 

Bohème at The Memorial Hall. The performance was with 

the permission of Arthaus Musik in Germany who are the 

copyright holders.  

The Trust had arranged 

the evening to introduce 

their campaign to boost 

the Capital Fund that 

they wish to build up to provide a recurrent 

source of income for their work in supporting 

the upkeep and improvement of The St 

Nicholas Church building. 

This celebrated 1977 production of La Bohème, that was filmed at The New York 

Metropolitan Opera House, with the voices of Luciano Pavorotti and Renata 

Scotti, combined with the superb audio-visual facilities of the hall, ensured that a 

first class presentation was enjoyed by all of us who were there.For details of The 

St Nicholas Trust Capital Fund and how you can help, please contact Tony Ryan 

on 880593, Graham Clarke on 882882 or Allan Painter on 880869. 

Tony Ryan. 
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NEED A NEW FENCE? 
 

•  Reliable local company. 

•  Established 2007. 

•  Over 1000 local installations. 

•  Choice of colours & sizes. 

•  NEVER PAINT A FENCE AGAIN. 

•  Withstands gusts up to 130mph. 

•  Fitted with a 25-year guarantee. 

•  Numerous local installations &  

        testimonials available. 
 

For a FREE no obligation, site 

survey and quote: 
 

Call us now on 01223 811160 

www.colourfencecambs.co.uk 

 

 
 

 

http://www.colourfencecambs.co.uk/
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Six Mile Bottom Sports and Social Club  

Latest News 

As you may be aware we have helped a couple of members from our ‘Local 

Peoples’ charity fund, which was the Club’s designated charity last year. At 

present we are helping those members with possible life threatening illnesses.   If 

you, or you know of any member with a similar condition, please let any 

committee member know  

Please note the change in the date of the early May bank holiday this year.   It is 

now Friday 8th May, in order to mark the 75th anniversary of VE Day, and not the 

first Monday the 4th.   The club will only be open in the evening.  

The Women’s Friendship Group at present has four definite dates for your diary.  

19th February   Games Night 

18th March  Body shop with Katie Byford 

15th April   Sitting Yoga with Charlotte Brinkley 

17th June   Paper hedgehog making with Barbara Redman 

The Group is still trying to organise something for the 20th May. 

After a break of several months we are going to hold two carpet bowls nights – on 

the 14th March and, if successful, again on the 20th June.   So please come along 

and give your support. 

On the 27th June we are holding a party night to celebrate the Club’s 75th 

anniversary.   If you have any ideas for the evening please see any committee 

member. 

Information 

A reminder that we have a mobile post office here at the Club on Thursdays 

Another reminder to everyone that the Club is available for hire to all Club 

members FREE OF CHARGE for parties, functions etc.   SO PLEASE SPREAD 

THE WORD. Non - members would not be charged but would be asked to make a 

donation to Club funds.   Please see any committee member for further details. 

What’s on 

Saturday 14 March           Carpet Bowls 

Saturday 21 March           Play Your Cards Right 

Saturday 28 March           Pauline’s Charity Bingo :usual Sunday bingo on the 29th 

Easter Saturday 11 April  Bingo night 

Easter Monday 13 April   Monday lunch time Easter draw 

Tuesday 14 April             Winter League Darts Finals night 

Saturday 25 April            Race Night 

Saturday 2 May               Pauline’s Charity Bingo ; usual Sunday bingo on the 3rd 

Saturday 9 May               Board games night 

Saturday 16 May             Pete’s quiz night 
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Bank Holiday Monday 25 May £1 lunchtime BBQ 

Saturday 30 May Play Your Cards Right 

Saturday 13 June   Chinese night with Geoff’s quiz 

Saturday 20 June   Carpet Bowls 

Saturday 27 June   Club’s 75th anniversary party night   

Please note our opening times and on-going events: 

Sunday Club/bar open at midday until 9pm. Bingo in the evening, 7.45 start. 

Monday  Club is shut. 

Tuesday  Club/bar is shut unless we have a home darts match, 

   Details on the notice board        

Wednesday  Club/bar is only open for Women’s Friendship Group. 

Thursday  Club is open, but not bar, at 2pm for Post Office. 

Friday and Saturday – Club/bar open at 8pm. 

Geoff Woods 

 

Country Music Nights 
The Country Music Dances held In The Wilbrahams 

Memorial Hall, continue to bring in some nice music for 

the fans who support these evenings.   The November 

2019 country music night brought Jonny and Lynnette to 

Great Wilbraham, and their welcome return brought in a 

nice crowd of people from miles around. We were treated 

to some nice country tunes from  this Husband and Wife 

Duo that are winning awards up and down the Country. 

January 2020 saw John Doherty from Derbyshire making his first visit to our 

village hall, and a nice sized crowd came to see John.   

They were rewarded by John, who sang some really 

lovely songs for dancers and many people were happy to 

just sit and listen.   We had our usual nice raffle, and 

many donated prizes, plus Birthday Cards were given 

out.  Another lovely night here at The Wilbrahams 

Country Music Nights. 

Our Football cards that we run through the year at these 

events, raised £130 for The Children’s Play Area and 

the  new fencing. 

Next Country Music Night In The Wilbrahams 

Memorial Hall is Saturday March 14th 2020 starring Darren Busby. 

Dates Future dances will be on The Village Website, and Facebook. 

Derek Fabb 
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Wilbrahams’ Italian Feast Raises £1050  
for Play Area Fence 

Having planned an Italian night on the 31st of January for months before we knew 

we were leaving the EU on the same night, we toasted a fond farewell to Europe 

and got on with celebrating everything Italian and delicious… 

Villagers contributed an amazing array of home made dishes based on Italian 

cuisine – a true feast, with plenty to go round for the 80 guests (including seconds, 

& possibly thirds..?). 

The meal was interspersed with entertaining diversions: a great DIY / home made 

pasta demo from Ian Cumming; an olive oil tasting and a fascinating talk on 

artisanal Italian food from Arbruzzo by William Dell’Orefice; and a fiendish 

Italian themed quiz set by Ruth Sinclair.  Finally a raffle of deli hampers (with 

help from Newmarket Rd Tesco) rounded the evening off. 

The evening wouldn’t be possible (or nearly such fun) without the incredible 

community spirit and generosity of everyone who helped. Visitors always 

comment on how friendly and welcoming these events are! Thanks particularly to 

Ian Cumming, Ruth Sinclair, Judy Whybrow, Cheryl Patey, Sarah Fordham, 

Jenny Upton, & Rosie White. And of course to everyone else who helped to set 

up, clear up, and – most of all – who cooked and shared their lovely food. 

Emma Adams – Wilbrahams’ Memorial Trustees 

See colour Photos on back cover 

BOTTISHAM BOWLING CLUB 
THE BOWLING CLUB OPENS SATURDAY 11TH APRIL 2020 AT 14.00 

THE GREEN IS NEXT TO THE BOTTISHAM SPORTS AND SOCIAL CLUB. 
Please come along and give it a try 

FREE MEMBERSHIP 

The club is offering a month’s free trial membership to all who 
come along 

If you are unable to join us but would still like to try, you can come 
along any Tuesday, when there are usually a few members there. 

Or call 01223812857/01223811049 

 
13D,27A : historic film with record 11 Oscars (3,3)  27A : SEE 13D  
11D,29A,35D : comeback film for Doris (3,3,3) 
29A : SEE 11D      35D : SEE 11D 
40A,18D : gp turned on conflicts with bond (2,2)  18D : SEE 40A 
20D : star of 19A (6) 
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Mobile Library Schedule 

The Mobile Library visits the Wilbrahams on the 

third Thursday of each month.  It stops on Church 

Street near the playground from 11.10 to 11.40.   

It then moves on to Little Wilbraham High Street 

and stops from 11.50 until 12.15. 

The library visits Six Mile Bottom on the first 

Tuesday of each month at Delamere Close from 

11.35 until 12 noon. 

Cambridgeshire currently has three mobile libraries stopping at 364 locations in 

85 villages and communities throughout the county.   It’s a great place for 

catching up with friends and colleagues whilst supporting a local community 

resource.   The mobile library carries a good range of books, large print books and 

children’s books.   They also can deliver audio books and books you’ve requested.   

Replacement batteries for national health hearing aids are available as well. 

Martin Gienke 

 

The Wilbrahams and Six Mile Bottom  
Vegetable, Flower and Produce Show 2020 

The date for this year’s Show is SATURDAY 18th JULY and it will be held in 

the Memorial Hall, Great Wilbraham. 

In early February, there were a few warm and 

sunny days which felt like it is summer 

already and working in the garden has been a 

delight . . . However, I feel sure we are in for 

a cold spell very soon which will be a big 

shock to all those tender shoots which are 

appearing.  

In order for you to plan your entries for the 

Show, we are, as usual, publishing a list of 

the Classes in this Spring edition of the Warbler.  So have a browse through and 

see what you can come up with. . . you could win one of the 10 cups! 

As usual, your paper copy of the Schedule will be delivered to your door in early 

June.  Just a few things to mention:  

Due to popular demand we are re-running the "Spud in a bucket" competition 

again! (Class 22). For those of you who are not familiar with this, you plant a 

potato tuber (which is provided) in a 14 litre/3 gallon bucket and then bring the 

whole bucket along on the morning of the Show between 09.00 and 11.30 where 
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the bucket will be emptied and the potatoes weighed - the heaviest crop of 

potatoes produced from one tuber will be the winner!  

We are also running the "PLUG-PLANT COMPETITION" again (Class 41). The 

idea is that you nurture a plug-plant (which is provided) and then enter it into the 

Show.  This year it will be a pelargonium plant, and the winner will be awarded 

the David Waters Memorial Cup (David was both a keen Fuchsia and 

Pelargonium grower). 

So … only the plug plants provided will be considered for this class!  

The potato tubers and plug plants will be available mid - late March from Rosie 

White at 13, High Street, Great Wilbraham (1 per person) and will cost 20p each 

(to cover the ‘entry fee’).  I will put a notice in the window of the Post Office, 

Great Wilbraham and ‘spread the word’ when they are ready for collection, or 

please contact me on 01223-881293 or 07757982934 or by email, 

rosiewhite77@hotmail.com (and for any other queries/information).  If you need a 

new bucket for growing your potato, I will have a supply at £1.50 each. 

Don’t forget, you are allowed 2 entries per person for all the other classes. Show 

rules apply and are as listed.   

***If you still have the fuchsia you 'grew on' for the competition last year please 

do re-enter it in Class 42. 

PHOTOGRAPHY SECTION - due to the continued success of electronic 

submission, you will again be able to submit your photos electronically up until 

midnight on Friday, 17thth July (the day before the Show) to: chris.fell@me.com 

so that he can prepare them for the external Judge to view and also to display on 

the large screen. 

Here are just a few notes to go with the subjects: 

Class 71:Tree(s) – an image showing one or more trees to their best advantage. 

Class 72: A Wilbraham or Six Mile Bottom Landmark - think about a thing or 

place which you might use when giving directions e.g. “Turn left at the…” 

Class 73: Lines , curves and patterns - tiles, a modern building, manhole 

covers…use your imagination! 

Class 74: Blue - anything mostly blue. 

Class 75: Wild visitors to the garden - insects, foxes, birds - what can you find? 

The CHILDREN’s CLASSES will be circulated by the School after Easter and 

will also be listed in the paper Schedule in June. 

Happy gardening, planting, preserving and crafting - we look forward to seeing 

you on Saturday, 18th July with all your entries!  

Just to echo the encouraging words of one of our Judges: This is YOUR SHOW, 

YOUR VILLAGES and YOUR FUN. . . so please enter!! 

Rosie White 

mailto:rosiewhite77@hotmail.com
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The Hall will be open for receiving entries on Saturday 18th July from 9.00 am to 

11.30 am.  No exhibits will be accepted after 11.30 am and all exhibitors MUST leave 

the Hall by 11.45 am.   

Exhibitor’s entrance fee:  20p per item (adults) & 10p per item (Under-16s) 

Vegetables 

1. 5 pods of broad beans 

2. 5 pods of peas or mangetout 

3. Bunch of 5 radishes (one variety) 

4.  1 lettuce, root intact (variety) 

5. 3 potatoes (same variety) 

6. 5 salad onions with tops on 

7. 1 cucumber (any variety) 

8. 3 carrots, tops trimmed 

9. 5 French or dwarf beans 

10. 3 bulbs of garlic 

11. 3 beetroot, tops trimmed 

12. 2 courgettes (4-8”/10-20cm) 

13. 3 tomatoes with stem on (same 

variety) 

14. 5 shallots  

15. 5 runner beans 

16. 3 onions, tops trimmed and tied 

17. The longest bean!  

18. 5 cherry/baby tomatoes on the vine 

19. Tray, trug or basket of mixed 

vegetables, at least 5 different 

varieties  

20. 3 stems each of any 3 varieties of 

herbs, displayed in water 

21. Exhibit of any vegetable not 

included in the schedule  

22.  ‘Spud in a Bucket’ Competition 

       (see Warbler for details) 

Fruit   

23. 7 raspberries 

24. 5 strings of blackcurrants  

25. 5 strings of redcurrants 

26. 7 gooseberries 

27. 3 sticks of rhubarb 

28. Longest stick of rhubarb 

29. Exhibit of any fruit not included in 

the schedule 

 

Flowers  

30. A specimen rose (Rose Bowl 

Award) 

31. 5 stems of garden flowers – each 

different 

32. 3 stems of roses, large flowered 

33. 5 stems of sweet peas, single 

colour or mixed 

34. 3 stems of cluster-flowered roses 

35. 3 stems of flowering shrub 

(mixed or the same) 

36. 3 stems of herbaceous perennial 

(mixed or the same) 

37. 3 stems of foliage plant (mixed 

or the same) 

38. 1 dahlia bloom (any variety, any 

size) 

39. A rose – chosen for scent 

40. 3 stems of dahlias (mixed or the 

same, any size)  

41. 1 pelargonium grown from plug 

plant supplied (David Waters 

Memorial Cup) 

 * See Warbler for details and also see 
both notes in ‘Rules’section (41 

and 42-45) 

42. A potted fuschia (you can use 

last year’s if you still have it) 

43. A flowering pot plant (not a 

fuchsia)  

44. A foliage pot plant 

45. Cactus/cacti or succulent(s) in 

any container 

Flower Exhibits (Arrangements) 

* See note in ‘Rules’ section 

46. “Rainbow of Colours”   

47.  3 floral cupcakes 
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48. Flower/foliage arrangement to 

resemble a “Window Box” Max 

length 14”/36cm 

49. Vintage-style flower arrangement in 

a vase 

50.  A wreath/ring of fruit and flowers 

Produce  

* See note in ‘Rules’ section 

51. 6 hen or 6 bantam eggs   

52. 1 jar of jam or jelly (any variety) 

53. 1 jar of lemon/lime/orange curd 

54. 1 jar of marmalade (any variety) 

55.  1 jar of chutney/pickle 

56. 1 loaf of bread or 4 bread rolls (any 

type) 

57. 4 squares of flapjack 

58. 4 plain scones 

59. 5 biscuits (any variety) 

60. Victoria sandwich (your own 

recipe) – jam filling only 

61. Cake as per recipe (to follow in 

printed schedule) 

62.  Cake as per recipe (to follow in 

printed schedule) 

Arts and Handicrafts 

* See note in ‘Rules’ section 

63. A drawing or painting (any 

medium) 

64. An item of patchwork or quilting 

65. Any sewn/stitched item 

66. An item of knitting 

67. An item of crochet, lace, knotwork 

or beadwork 

68. An item of tapestry, cross stitch or 

needlepoint 

69. An item of hard handicraft (e.g. 

woodwork, pottery, metalwork) 

70. Any other craft item not included in 

the schedule 

Photography 

* See note in ‘Rules’ section and extra 
award as per printed schedule/Spring 

Warbler article 

 

71. “Tree(s)” 

72. A Wilbraham or Six Mile Bottom 

landmark 

73. “Lines, curves and patterns” 

74. “Blue” 

75. “Wild visitors to the garden” 

Children’s section 

Classes to follow in Summer Warbler 

RULES 
Number of entries in each class limited to 

two per exhibitor (except Class 41 which 

is limited to one per exhibitor). 

If there is only one entry in a class, the 

prize will be left to the judges’ discretion.  

The judges may withhold awards if, in 

their opinion, exhibits do not reach 

reasonable standards. 

Please read and interpret the meaning of 

the schedule to avoid disappointment or 

disqualification.  The judges’ decision is 

final. 

Notes:  

All exhibitors are on trust that their 

entries are MADE BY THEMSELVES 

OR GROWN IN THEIR OWN 

GARDEN IN THE WILBRAHAMS OR 

SIX MILE BOTTOM, except flowers in 

classes 46-50. 

Classes 42-45 must have been owned by 

the Exhibitor for at least 8 weeks. 

Classes 56-62 are to be exhibited on a 

white paper plate and covered with cling 

film or a polythene bag. 

Classes 63-70 must be Exhibitor’s own 

work and not previously shown. 

Classes 71-75 may either be exhibited as 

printed photographs (maximum size 10” 

x 8”) or preferably sent electronically by 

email to chris.fell@me.com – deadline 

midnight Friday 17th (day before the 

Show) – to be displayed at the Show on 

screen. 

mailto:chris.fell@me.com
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At the Pictures 
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John Bramwell 

All answers are associated with films and filmstars.   A selection of clues is 

shown below, and the remaining clues are scattered in the magazine in boxes for 

you to find.   The solution will be put on the website at the end of March. 

Some clues are used several times as part of other clues.   The re-used clues are 

shown in bold 

32A : definite, nearly there (3)         25D : oddly the second number (5) 
36D : initially most exact numbers provides nearly half the population (3) 
5D : 32A, saint, 32A, sinner, 32A, together with, 32A, duckling (4,3,3,4) 
38A,24D : 25D, 36D then I bat on a differently; film (2,1,4) 
24D : SEE 38A 
28A, 2D : 25D, 36D together with a bay band changed; film (3,1,4) 
2D : SEE28A 
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List of Advertisers 

Advertiser      Page 

Andy’s Fulbourn Garage     38 

Bottisham Sports Centre     48 

Chapel Dental        34 

Colours of Dance      38 

ColourFence Cambridge     58 

David Sooty Sadler        8 

Ernest Doe       62 

Essential Health       35 

Fulbourn Feline Services     24 

J & J Drake       34 

Kalma        24 

My Village Handyman      26 

PRE Heating Services      46 

Rothwells         8 

Secure Storage       52 

Tutor          8 

Wheelie Fresh Bins        8 

Wilbraham Boiler Services     32 

Woodland Wishes      52 

 

Disclaimer 

While every care is taken in preparing the content of this magazine, the editors disclaim 

all warranties, expressed or implied, as to the accuracy of the information in any of the 

content. It also (to the extent permitted by law) shall not be liable for any losses or 

damages arising from the use of, or reliance on, the information in the form of articles, 

letters or adverts within the magazine. The adverts are provided for convenience only. 

We do not sponsor, endorse or otherwise approve of any information or statements 

appearing in the magazine. The editors are not responsible for the availability of, or the 

content located on or through, any advert. 

 

Advertise in the Wilbrahams’ Warbler 
4 issues per year : March June September December 

Over 500 copies distributed to 

Great Wilbraham, Little Wilbraham and Six Mile Bottom 

Rates per issue 

Full page £43.00, Half page £27.00, Quarter page £16.00 
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Community Group Contact Details 

Great Wilbraham Common Rights                 Steve Bartlett 881096 

       stephen.bartlett@mindworks.ltd.uk 

Great Wilbraham Guild of Change Ringers   Peter Sims 

       ptrs28@googlemail.com 

Great Wilbraham Primary School        Office: 880408 

Great Wilbraham Oil Syndicate         Chris Gurney 

       chris.gurney@tylers.net 

Little Wilbraham Oil Syndicate         Sue Lee, lwoilgroup@gmail.com 

GW Primary School PTFA Eleanor Laws 

eleanorlws@gmail.com 

Six Mile Bottom Sports & Social Club G. Wood, geoffwdy@aol.com 

Volunteer Group          Pat Simpson pas49@cam.ac.uk  

Weenie Warblers Mother & Toddler Group   Sarah Fordham, 880698 

The Well-brahams          www.thewell-brahams.weebly.com 

            well.brahams@gmail.com 

Wilbrahams’ Bridge Club         Di Raikes, 881065 

Wibrahams’ Community Choir         Gill Humphrey 811436 

Wilbraham’ Gardening Club         Jackie Beadsmoore, 880889 

Wilbrahams’ Memorial Hall         Shirley Morley, 880723 

Wilbrahams’ Scrabble          The Harmers, 880934 

Wilbrahams’ Sports Club         Roddy Tippen 880728 

Wilbrahams’ Warbler Editors 
John Bramwell 

83 High Street, Little Wilbraham, Cambridge CB21 5JY; 01223812426 

Martin A. Gienke 

Iceni Cottage, 46 Church Street, Great Wilbraham, Cambridge CB21 5JQ; 01223882426 

John Torode 

7 High Street, Little Wilbraham, Cambridge CB21 5JY; 01223812059; 07886103132 

Deadline for the Summer edition of the Warbler is 

Monday 11 May 2020 
Email contributions or adverts to; 

bramwell@globalnet.co.uk 

martin@gienke.net  

johnboy_torode@hotmail.com> 

Hand-written or typed contributions can be handed in or posted to the editors. 

mailto:stephen.bartlett@mindworks.ltd.uk
mailto:ptrs28@googlemail.com
mailto:chris.gurney@tylers.net
mailto:lwoilgroup@gmail.com
mailto:eleanorlws@gmail.com
mailto:geoffwdy@aol.com
mailto:pas49@cam.ac.uk
http://www.thewell-brahams.weebly.com/
mailto:%09%09%09%09%09%20%20%20%20%20%20%20well.brahams@gmail.com
mailto:bramwell@globalnet.co.uk
mailto:martin@gienke.net
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Bus Service 3 
Stetchworth - Cambridge 

Monday-Friday Saturday 

am pm am pm 

Stetchworth, High Street 07.02 19.15 07.12 19.15 

Dullingham 07.05 19.11 07.15 19.11 

Six Mile Bottom, London Road 07.14 19.03 07.24 19.03 

Little Wilbraham, Manor Close 07.19 18.57 07.29 18.57 

Great Wilbraham, Carpenters Arms 07.22 18.53 07.32 18.53 

Fulbourn, Six Bells 07.32 18.42 07.42 18.42 

Fulbourn, Bakers Arms 07.39 18.38 07.49 18.38 

Teversham, Ferndale 07.44 18.36 07.54 18.36 

Teversham, Marshall’s Close 07.46 18.34 07.56 18.34 

Cherry Hinton Tesco 07.57 18.28 08.07 18.28 

Cherry Hinton Robin Hood 08.00 18.22 08.10 18.25 

Cherry Hinton Road The Rock 08.07 18.20 08.17 18.20 

Cambridge Rail Station stop 6 08.15 18.15 08.25 18.15 

City Centre St Andrews Street S1 08.25 18.05 08.35 18.05 

Newmarket Road, Napier St 08.32 17.57 08.42 17.57 

Newmarket Road Ditton Walk 08.37 17.52 08.47 17.52 
 

Bus Service 18 

Tuesday & Friday 

Lt. Wilbraham 
to 

Newmarket 

Newmarket 
to 

Lt. Wilbraham 

Little Wilbraham, Manor Close 09.30 14.30 

Great Wilbraham, Church St. 09.35 14.25 

Fulbourn, Six Bells 09.40 14.20 

Fulbourn, Bakers Arms 09.45 14.15 

Teversham, Ferndale 09.47 14.13 

Teversham, Marshall’s Close 09.50 14.10 

Newmarket Road, Park & Ride 09.55 14.05 

Newmarket Road, Park & Ride 10.00 14.00 

Teversham, Marshall’s Close 10.05 13.55 

Teversham, Ferndale 10.08 13.52 

Fulbourn, Bakers Arms 10.10 13.50 

Fulbourn, Six Bells 10.15 13.45 

Great Wilbraham, Church St. 10.20 13.40 

Little Wilbraham, Manor Close 10.25 13.35 

Six Mile Bottom, Tree Tops 10.30 13.30 

Newmarket, Guineas Bus Station 10.45 13.15 
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