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1. Regarding COVID-19 the county council is following Government guidance.  The 
Government has not relaxed the passing of personal data so its Social Services team cannot 
share personal details of vulnerable residents.  I can assure you that officers are making 
arrangements for those they know about and are working with GPs.  Given the latest advice 
from Government Councillors have been advised not to attend non-essential meetings 
including Parish Councils, so I shall not be with you and would urge you to think about 
cancelling your meeting.  As to financial support with the payment of council tax etc. there 
are measures to provide support but they are not geared up to this situation and we expect 
further action from Government in this respect.  Go to the county council website for up to 
date information. 
 
2. Cambridgeshire County Council is raising its council tax by 3.59 per cent for 2020/21. This 
includes two per cent specifically to fund adult social care, an increase which council budget 
plans show is assumed to continue for at least a further five years. The approved change will 
add £47.07 for the year to the average property (Band D), seeing the cost owed to the 
council rise from £1,312.11 to £1,359.18. The county council's budget for the year will be 
£612m, excluding grants for schools.  The costs of running the council have risen by £40m 
(seven per cent) as compared to 2019-20. This is primarily due to inflationary and demand 
pressures across service areas generally but especially in respect of Adult and Children's 
Social Care provision. The council hope to make £22.4m in savings and increased income 
next year. 
 
3. The Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Combined Authority has launched its consultation 
on the Cambridgeshire Autonomous Metro. The full consultation can be viewed online at 
https://cam.consultationonline.co.uk/ and the Combined Authority has tweeted about it at: 
https://twitter.com/CambsPboroCA/status/1230898014643990530 
You will see that the proposed routes are not detailed, but the general alignment of the 
tunnels and siting of the proposed stations is published.  The portal for the east-west tunnel 
appears to start on the airfield. 
 
3. New PCs are being installed in the county managed libraries. Test PCs are due to be 
installed in Rock Road and Milton Road libraries this week. As soon as user acceptance 
testing has taken place the full rollout will commence. The planned start date for the rollout is 
5th March and will take place on a library by library basis with an envisaged completion date 
for all sites by early May. A general statement announcing the replacement of the PCs will 
be made public, each site will then advertise the installation date when it has been 
confirmed. The work will involve minimal disruption and downtime, in the larger libraries work 
will take place over a number of days with pcs being replaced a section at a time to allow a 
number of PCs to remain in use.  This may now be suspended because of COVID-19. 
  
4. We will have to put up with the traffic jams and their effect on our bus services for another 
six months as work on the Fendon Road Dutch style roundabout runs over three months late 
and is over budget.  As a result the completion of the Fulbourne Road cycle scheme has 
been put back six months and the work on making the Robin Hood junction safer for cyclists 
and pedestrians has been postponed for another year.  A report is being prepared by county 
council officers on the effect of the over run on the capital programme and in particular the 
future of the Queen Edith cycle and pedestrian improvements.  Stagecoach has been told 
that it will be able to return to Queen Edith Way this April but no date has been given for this. 
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