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Public Service Contact Details 

Emergency Police, Fire or Ambulance     999 

Community Support Officer PCSO Julie Hajredini 101 ext. 7113441 
 

The Surgery, Bottisham 

Mon-Fri: 08:30 am to 6.00 pm 

Enquiries/Appointments :  810030 

 

Fulbourn Health Centre 

Mon-Fri: 08:30 am to 6.00 pm 

Enquiries/Appointments :  880216 

Out-of-hours / Urgent Care 

Cambridgeshire 
NHS Direct                        111 

  
 

Anglican Church Rev Alice Goodman 880337 

Lay Minister: Steve Mashford, 882163 

Baptist Church  

www.re-new.me.uk  

info@re-new.me.uk 

Peter Wells, 812388, 

pandawells@cheerful.com   

Rev Keith Morrison, 813055 

Rev Alan Brand, 812558 

Great Wilbraham Parish Council 

Chairman Stephen Bartlett  881096       

chairGW@wilbrahams.co.uk 

Clerk Natalie Mulvey   07887813702 

clerkGW@wilbrahams.co.uk 

Little Wilbraham & Six Mile Bottom Parish Council 

Chairman Dave Humphrey 07775 764 988 

chairLW@wilbrahams.co.uk 

Clerk Hayley Livermore 07725080631 

clerkLW@wilbrahams.co.uk 
 

County Councillor John Williams 01223 880940 

john.williams@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 

District Councillors Claire Daunton 07905473395 

Cllr.Daunton@scambs.gov.uk 

Graham Cone 07595361285 

grahamcone@aol.com 

John Williams 01223 880940 

john.williams@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 

MP Lucy Frazer lucy.frazer.mp@parliament.uk 

Front cover photo by Chris Fell 

Other photos by Chris Fell, Ian Cumming, Martin Gienke & contributors 

Printed by Burwell Community Print Centre 

http://www.re-new.me.uk/
mailto:info@re-new.me.uk
mailto:pandawells@cheerful.com
mailto:chairGW@wilbrahams.co.uk
mailto:Cllr.Daunton@scambs.gov.uk
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Editorial 

Welcome to your Award-winning Winter edition of the Warbler. We have tried to 

fill your local magazine with lots of interesting articles but before we get to those 

articles, a bit of a political statement. 

We feel that we are non-political and have chosen not to include any articles about 

the up-coming General Election from any political party.  You will probably get 

your fill of information cascading through your letter boxes, the local press and on 

the broadcast media.   We need to be fair and consistent to all. 

There appears to be three themes running through this issue. 

Everybody is talking about Climate Change and we have a poem on the subject as 

well as three articles.   The Wilbrahams’ River Protection Society held their AGM 

on the 15th November followed by a talk entitled, “Is the plight of our chalk 

streams reversible?”    Continuing the Climate Change theme, the editors intend to 

use the cash prize which came with the Award gained by the Warbler this year as 

a basis for a competition for the pupils of Great Wilbraham Primary School. 

Poetry is another theme, with several including Greta’s regular poem and the one 

already mentioned from Tony Goryn.   We also have three about “man’s best 

friend”.    Two will probably make you smile, while the third one has a message to 

dog owners. 

The third theme is that of the countryside.   Stewart Wilson may cause a little 

controversy with his article and a letter, talking about the decline of songbirds.   

We have our regular articles Over the Farm Gate and in A View from the Garden.   

Nigel talks about the need to increase the storage of rainwater for garden use as 

seasons like this year may become normal as climate change brings us more 

extremes.   This links with the message in the WRPS’s talk.  

Well done to the team behind the St. Nicholas’ Tower project as it reached the 

finals of a National Architecture Award.   Six projects reached the final. 

Pat Simpson in our Untold stories tells us how she went from 11+ failure to 

Cambridge professor and then was horrified when she moved back to England to 

find that ‘there were no other female professors in the Department of Zoology’. 

Its official a 12-mile bypass to the south of Huntingdon – part of the UK’s biggest 

road upgrade – will open to traffic on Monday 9 December.    It’s ahead of 

schedule.    

As usual we have reports from both Parish Councils, the school and the Memorial 

Hall, The Wilbrahams’ Social Club and Six Mile Bottom Sports and Social Club. 

We would still like to get more letters from you so if you have something to say, 

let us know.   We wish you all a very Merry Christmas and Happy 2020. 

John Torode, joint editor 
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Over Sixties 

It’s the Over Sixties Club anniversary today 

Sixty seven years it’s been meeting, 

Quite an achievement wouldn’t you say? 

We are off on a coach trip today 

One of many I’m pleased to say. 

So far this year we’ve had four trips out to different places. 

Great to get out and meet many new faces. 

I enjoy going to the Sixties to play games and have a chat, 

We now have Tea Dances, I look forward to that 

So, thank you Keith and committee 

for all your hard work through the year 

Long may the Sixties Club reign, good luck and good cheer. 

Greta Rees 

 

Letters 
Dear Editors 

On the 4th September my dear husband Brian Armstrong passed away peacefully 

in his sleep.  I would like to thank everyone for the kind condolences I have 

received.  The kindness, courtesy and respect shown to myself and my family 

from the funeral directors, R Pepper and Son, was second to none.  Their help 

with all the funeral arrangements made a hard task much easier to cope with.  

Thank you Mandy and Richard. 

Bette Armstrong 

 

Dear Editors 

Recently I watched Spring Watch on TV, presented by Mr. Packham.   I think that 

his presentation was biased and misleading in this and other nature programmes.   

In one item, he spoke about grouse shooting on August the 12th and he went on to 

say why he thought that this is linked to the decline of the songbirds.   This is 

quite the opposite, as the feeding of pheasants also provided food for the 

songbirds.   I have written a short article about the interaction between different 

animals in the countryside.   I hope that you will find it interesting. 

Stewart Wilson 

Editors : See Stewart’s article on page 31 
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Dear Editors 

Jimmy’s Night Shelter – Helping the Homeless - Donate at St Nicholas   

A big thank you to all who donated goods at our recent Harvest Festival, 

especially the school children.   The church physically overflowed with your 

generosity and Jimmy’s were most grateful - they even sent a team to collect, such 

was the size of the swag!  

Now with Christmas nearing and many of those homeless facing greater 

challenges as temperatures drop, St Nicholas Church are happy to provide a 

donating point for those who wish to drop any items of toiletries (male and 

female), foodstuffs and sleeping bags.   A more extensive list can be found on the 

noticeboard at the church.   

Wishing you a peace-filled Christmas, St Nicholas PCC 

CHRISTMAS COFFEE MORNING 
For all the family 

Saturday 30th November 10am-12noon 

St John’s Church, Little Wilbraham 

Free entrance : fresh coffee : homemade cakes 

festive produce, gifts, raffle and children’s activities 

Great Wilbraham Parish Councillors 
There are currently two vacancies on the Parish Council.  If 

you would like to learn more about this role and what it 
involves please contact Great Wilbraham Parish Clerk: 

Natalie Mulvey – clerkGW@wilbrahams.co.uk 

Competition 
The editors intend to use the cash prize which came with 

the Award gained by the Warbler this year as the basis for a 
competition for the pupils of Great Wilbraham Primary 

School.   Pupils will be asked to produce contributions for 
the Warbler on the subject of Climate Change. 

More information will be available in the coming weeks at 
the school. 

Children, get your thinking caps on! 

mailto:clerkGW@wilbrahams.co.uk
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Experienced tutor: 
Fully qualified former primary school        
teacher and home educator based in 
Little Wilbraham 
  Expertise in:  
       Primary  
       Key Stage 3: Maths, English, 
                               History & Geography 
        Study skills & revision techniques 

For information and to arrange a free 
meeting/consultation contact: 

Anne-Marie McCubbin BA(Hons) PGCE 
 email: 
info@wingstoflyeducation.co.uk  
 tel:       01223 811939 

 

 

Carpet Cleaning & 
Stone Floor, Upholstery, Rugs 
A few points that make us stand out, 

 

Rothwell’s has been in business since 

1993 

We’re an honest local family firm. 
Our large truck mounted machines 

mean more cleaning & drying power 
for the best results possible. 

Members of both the NCCA and TACCA. 
We will move the furniture. 

100% satisfaction or it’s FREE. 
 

Call Oliver and Max Campbell for expert 
help today. 

01223 832 928 
www.Rothwells.biz 

 

Dave “Sooty” Sadler 

Professional Chimney Sweep 
Service Established 1980 

All Types of Chimneys Swept 
Brush and Vac 

Approved User of the Rodtech 
UK Ltd Power Sweeping 

System 
Public Liability Insurance 

Certificates Issued 
Covering All Areas 

For the Most Prompt & Reliable 
Service 

Contact me: 
Tel: 01638 552573 

MOB: 07783912234 
Email sootysad@hotmail.com 

Or Book via my website 
www.sootysad.co.uk 

mailto:sootysad@hotmail.com
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Great Wilbraham Parish Council 

Congratulations to Sally Ramus 

30 years a Great Wilbraham Parish Councillor 

Members would like to congratulate and thank Sally Ramus who recently reached 

an amazing 30 years as a Parish Councillor; many of these years she held the 

position of Chair.   Sally has been a prominent member of the community, being 

actively involved in various community groups and schemes, including the 

investigation into affordable housing, the village Memorial Hall, the WI and 

Governor (including Chair) at the village primary school.   She has given an 

overwhelming amount of time for the good of her community.   Everyone is 

looking forward to working with Sally for many more years to come. 

Two Parish Councillor vacancies 

Come and contribute to the life and development of Great Wilbraham 

The Parish Council currently has two vacancies - would you like to join us to help 

determine our village’s response to our rapidly changing world.   While, Parish 

Councillors require energy and dedication to local affairs, the task would only 

require a few hours of your time.   The Parish Council is the voice of the village 

concerning local government, the police and its views are sought on all issues 

affecting residents such as the Local Plan, environmental issues, planning 

applications, traffic management and attention to the regular tasks of village 

maintenance.   

The Parish Council consists of seven members and main meetings are generally 

every two months, with a few additional meetings as needed.   Free training is 

available. 

The Council are keen to fill the vacancies as soon as possible.   If you would like 

to learn more about the role please contact the Clerk, Natalie Mulvey, 

clerkGW@wilbrahams.co.uk or any Councillor.   To apply you will need to 

complete an application form and submit this along with a statement of why you 

wish to be a Parish Councillor and any relevant skills and interests you possess.   

Streetlight upgrade 

South Cambridgeshire District Council have undertaken a full review of footway 

lights including structural testing and inspections.  This has provided them with a 

new detailed inventory of the lights which will be upgraded to LED.  The upgrade 

will not only improve the light emitted but reduce the energy costs.  SCDC hope 

to have all footway lights upgraded by March 2021. 

Defibrillator 

This is a reminder that the village has a defibrillator situated on the wall of the 

Memorial Hall.  This can be accessed in emergency situations concerning a heart 

mailto:clerkGW@wilbrahams.co.uk
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related problem.  Hopefully it will never be needed but please store this location 

in your memory bank and spread the word so that all are aware that this valuable 

life-saving machines can be accessed quickly and easily.   Instructions are on the 

outside of the casing and you will be fully led through the procedure.   

Overgrown hedges 

The Parish Council often receives complaints about overgrown hedges and trees 

obstructing pavements and public footpaths around the village.   These 

obstructions can be a real hazard to the partially sighted and users of wheelchairs, 

prams and pushchairs. 

Please can all residents in Great Wilbraham check their hedges and other shrubs to 

make sure that they are not over-grown beyond your boundary.   If your hedge is, 

please take the time to cut back any sections, which do cause obstructions for 

pedestrians, or visual impediments to drivers and/or road signs.   Thank you. 

Community Support 

The Parish Council is always keen to support community activity in the village 

and is most grateful to anyone who has done things to foster community cohesion 

in the past year.   

In September, the Parish Council approved a grant application for £1,000 to 

support the Wilbraham Trustees to purchase two full size football goals for the 

newly formed Wilbrahams’ Football team.   The goals are mobile, so they can be 

moved around the recreation ground for use of others as well as the football team 

and to reduce wear on the pitch.   The £1,000 has been allocated from S106 funds.   

These are funds received from developers towards the cost of providing 

community and social infrastructure.   This money can only be spent on public 

open space or the provision of community facilities. 

Great Wilbraham Parish Council has money available to be awarded in grants to 

organisations for projects that will be of benefit to the residents of the Parish.   If 

you are a part of a community group or project and feel you have a funding need, 

please look at the policy, which can be found on the www.wilbrahams.co.uk site 

to see if you meet the criteria to apply for a grant from the Parish Council.   If you 

have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact the Parish Clerk. 

Local groups can also apply to the Wadlow Wind Farm Community Fund, which 

considers applications in September and March each year. 

Next Council Meeting 

The next scheduled full council meeting will be held on Thursday 16th January 

2020 at Wilbrahams’ Memorial Hall at 7.30pm.   All residents are very welcome 

to attend.   Please check the Parish website for regular updates - 

www.wilbrahams.co.uk 

Natalie Mulvey, Clerk Great Wilbraham Parish Council 

http://www.wilbrahams.co.uk/
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Little Wilbraham & Six Mile Bottom Parish Council 

Footpath Work 

After over three years of waiting, our name came to the top of the to-do list as 

promised by Peter Gaskin, Public Rights of Way Officer.  With agreement of Quy 

Estates, Peter funded a project to repair the badly maintained part of public by-

way called Short Drove.  This large and normally very muddy track between Fen 

road and the 5 fields junction has now been transformed with 1400 tonnes of road 

chippings which were laid on top of a protective membrane.  The track is now 

much easier to walk across especially after the recent rain.  Although looking 

harsh at present, experience has shown that nature will gradually ingress over this 

material and over the next few years, soften it’s look.  As part of the project, new 

gates will be added at the farm end with access for walkers and horses. 

I wish to thank Peter and his team who worked day and night for a week to 

complete this work. 

Speed Sign 

Due to a disappointing delay with a manufacturer we finally had to cancel our 

order for a speed sign.  We have decided to delay a little before placing the order 

again to make sure we get the features we believe we need for our villages. 

Allotment Full 

Thanks to all you who applied but the allotments in Little Wilbraham are now 

once again fully allocated. 

Grant Award 

The volunteer group has been awarded a grant from the Wadlow Windfarm 

charity fund.  This is towards equipment to be used to create and maintain the 

"Pits" into a wildlife area. 

Visitor Parking 

We have had a few parishioners raise concern over blocked paths due to vehicle 

parking.  Pushchairs and wheelchairs need to get past and with the dark evenings 

it is dangerous for anyone to have to walk in the road.  Could we please ask that 

everyone advises any visitor to park on the road and not the paths. 

Next meetings in 2020: 

23rd January, 12th March, 14th May, 23rd July, 24th September, 12th November 

Dave Humphrey, Chairman 

18A,16D : (4,3) nice bud baked as a snack or treat  16D : SEE18A 

25A : (6) be sort refreshing dessert 

6D : (7) a little scarce in Wales? 
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Cat Sitter Home Visits 

Allowing your feline friend to remain in the comfort of his/her own home while you are 
away is very important to cats.  Territory is crucial and being removed from that territory 
can be extremely stressful.  We offer a service tailored to the individual needs of your 
cat which includes the following:- 

❖ 30 minute visits to your house 
❖ Lots of affection and play 

❖ Basic grooming and medication as required 
❖ Feeding, litter tray cleaning, care of the home 

❖ Run by Sarah with > 30 years pet ownership experience and > 10 years 
healthcare experience (human plus veterinary) 

❖ All the team are dedicated feline fanatics, CRB-checked and insured 
❖ Tel:  07900 213245 

❖ E-mail:  info@fulbournfelines.co.uk 
Web:  www.fulbournfelines.co.uk 

 
 

Stressed and in need of relaxation? 

Come and give Complimentary Therapy a try at……… 

“EQUILIBRIUM” 
Aromatherapy Massage : Reflexology 

Indian Head Massage : Reiki 
Rosemary Marsh MFHT MICHT 

Reiki Master 

3 Waterworks Cottage, Balsham Road 

Fulbourn, Cambridge CB21 5DA 

07981 997061 

By Appointment only : Free Parking 

 

mailto:info@fulbournfelines.co.uk
http://www.fulbournfelines.co.uk/
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Great Wilbraham CE (VC) 

Primary School 
Headteacher: Mr Richard Brown BEd (Hons) NPQH 

Great Wilbraham C of E Primary School, Church Street, Great Wilbraham, 

Cambridge, CB21 5JQ, 01223 880408 

It has been a very busy start to the academic year and it has been extremely 

pleasing to see how far the children have progressed already. 

Fieldmice class have settled in brilliantly, they are into their routines and I was 

very impressed with the phonics they are doing.   Squirrel class are producing 

some fabulous writing and one member of their class has already won a prize in a 

recent Newmarket story writing competition – the second time in two years 

someone from this class has won!   

Hedgehog class and Badger class 

have spent a long time with creative 

arts making WWII bomb shelters 

and Anglo-Saxon jewellery and have 

also produced lots of work in their 

books already.  Badger class have 

also experienced a day as an evacuee 

at the Stibbington Centre, near 

Peterborough and a visit to the Nene 

Valley Railway.   On a personal 

level it is a delight to teach any of 

these classes, the children are wonderful to work with and keen to learn and I’ve 

thoroughly enjoyed teaching science to KS2. 

Yet again I was amazed at how generous the GWPS community are with the 

donations for our Harvest Festival.   The service itself was wonderful, the classes 

sharing poems, learning and artwork.   Thanks to the Church and Rev Alice 

Chapman for hosting at Great Wilbraham, a last minute venue change due to the 

weather, a rather damp day but I know the farmers were pleased for the rain! 

The PTFA are hard at work organising some amazing events, they have already 

held a children’s film night and there are plans for a Wonderful Wilbraham 

Winter Window Walk – this event could be a superb community event so do look 

out for further details and get involved. 

We are now well into Christmas preparation and at the time of writing songs are 

being learnt for the Christmas production.   We’re hoping to hold our advent event 

once again, collecting items such as hats, gloves and scarves for Jimmy’s Night 

Shelter and this year it will be in conjunction with the Window Walk.  
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We are looking forward to the New Year already and have some great 

opportunities planned in the Spring with a big focus upon science and hope to 

hold a science week and stargazing evening in January.   January is also the 

deadline for the first round of Reception places for September 2020, I would 

strongly urge parents to make their application in good time regardless of which 

school they choose to ensure their choice is known to the admissions office. 

I would finally like to take this opportunity to wish you all a very Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New Year.  

Richard Brown Headteacher 

Parents will know this, but other readers may not; 

Fieldmice Foundation Unit   Nursery (aged 3years+) and Reception 

Squirrel  Class  Years 1 and 2 (also known as Key Stage 1 or KS1) 

Hedgehog Class  Years 3 and 4 (also known as lower Key Stage 2 or KS2) 

Badger Class  Years 5 and 6 (also known as upper Key Stage 2 or KS2) 

An advent calendar walk to Christmas 

Wilbrahams’ Winter Wonder Walk 2019 

The Great Wilbraham CE Primary School PTFA is organising a voluntary daily 

walk from 1st to 24th of December in Great and Little Wilbraham.   On each day a 

different house or business in any of the two villages will have an imaginative 

window display for walkers to visit anytime between 9am and 9pm.   Under the 

windows there will be a box where donations for our local charity Jimmy’s 

Nightshelter can be deposited.   (Please donate hats, scarfs and gloves - all which 

do not need to be new, or food and toiletries).   In addition, some locations are 

also offering a festive treat (such as mince pies or carol singing) at a given time.   

Advent calendar sheets can be purchased for only 50p from the school office for 

walkers to record they have visited the display.   There is the opportunity to win 

prizes for those that visit 7 or more windows during the advent period, as well as 

to vote for the best dressed window. 

The first walk, December 1st, goes to 6 Station Rd, Gt Wilbraham.   From 10am 

to 4pm ‘The Woman shed’ Christmas studio will be open where you will be 

treated to a free glass of mulled wine and a sweet treat for the children.   You can 

buy the Advent-calendar sheet there and then. 

During December, the PTFA hopes to collect goods for Jimmy’s Nightshelter, 

raise money for the primary school as well as get our villagers walking!  

Lotta Holm and the PTFA team 

The back outside cover photo is by Ian Cumming.   It is going to be made 
into a Christmas card and to be sold as a fundraiser by the PTFA. 
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Great Wilbraham Village Post Office & Shop 

Working with Yasir & Rabia, a small help group has been formed in the village to 

offer them support & guidance to try to help make our Post Office & Shop a 

viable going concern again. 

Yasir says, "Over the past few years, a combination of supermarkets' "home 

deliveries" and over half of my "regulars" no longer being around to purchase 

from the shop, has resulted in it becoming loss making.   So, to make ends meet for 

my family, I have had to take on a new part time business (out of hours) as a taxi 

driver, to supplement the extra income that we have managed to generate from 

Rabia's beauty therapy.   That said, we would like to take this opportunity to thank 

again everyone who helped us to redesign the interior and contributed to the cost 

of fitting a new floor in 2016; and we would like to sincerely thank all the 

villagers for supporting our shop and being so helpful towards us.” 

Together with Yasir, we are trying to turn things around.    You will have noticed 

that we have started with a couple of leaflet drops, the second of which has asked 

everyone in the village for feedback on their likes & dislikes and inviting 

suggestions on making changes/improvements to find a new path forward. 

Realistically speaking, this cannot happen overnight.    To immediately help their 

cash flow; we agreed that they should reduce their opening hours to slightly more 

than the Post Office's contractual hours.    So, from Monday 2 December the new 

opening hours will be: Mon-Fri 9:00am-6:00pm & Sat 9:00am-1:00pm and closed 

on Sundays (so no Sunday papers, unless anyone within the village would like to 

offer to take on that responsibility).    

The shop will stay closed on all Bank 

Holidays. 

Based upon your initial feedback 

received from the leaflet drops, in the 

short term, there will be some 

immediate improvements made 

including: a general spring clean & 

tidy up to include clearing the street 

front display windows and removing 

the racks from the window; targeting 

items that are popular and those that 

are less popular & minimising 

wastage. 

Looking further ahead, and so long as you are prepared to support our village Post 

Office & Shop, we will need to consider: carrying out more costly improvement 

works, such as a new internal layout and a new shop front; continuously reviewing 

on how to improve the services offered and how to keep up with the ever 
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changing needs & demands of society; and even considering registering the 

property with South Cambs District Council as a Community Asset (there are 

currently four village shops registered in our district). This would not guarantee 

the future of the shop, but if it was closed and put on the market for sale, it would 

give the community time to consider buying the shop premises as a Community 

Asset. 

Every Village Post Office & Shop needs the support of its locals, and we all hope 

that it will again become an important hub within our community. 

We will be updating everyone via The Warbler on further developments, and we 

look forward to hearing any feedback & comments as we go along.  

The small help group comprises: Yasir & Rabia (C.880375), Tony Ryan 

(C.880593), Joy Bray (C.880415), Peter Lawrence (C.880505), Faith Blaxcell 

(C.779482) & Graham Clarke (C.882882).  

 

Give a gift Twice this Christmas! 

 In 2017, I made a ridiculous resolution to write a poem every day.   To make me 

stick with it,  I posted them online for my Facebook friends to read.   With their 

encouragement, I came up with a daily ditty, embracing the ups and downs of 

daily life.   

 Just like real life, some poems were dull, 

some were entertaining; others funny; 

some sad.   After making it through the 

whole year, it made sense to try and do 

something useful with all those words, so 

a book was published and all the proceeds 

after costs went to the Wilbrahams’ 

Memorial Play Area fund and 

Lifecraft.   £937 was shared between the 

two charities.   Thank you so much to 

everyone who bought a book and huge thanks to Yasir and Rabia at the shop and 

the Wilbrahams Hall Social Club, who sold the books. 

 “My Year in Verse” by Sarah Fordham is a fun Christmas gift for anyone, so if 

you haven’t got one yet, they are available on Amazon.co.uk (now only £7.49 for 

the paperback or £3.49 for kindle ebook – or read it for FREE if you subscribe to 

Kindle Unlimited!).   There are also a few copies for sale in The Bell, Bottisham 

and I have a dozen left at home, so do get in touch if you want to buy 

one.   Remember, all the proceeds are given to charity, so if you give it as a gift, 

you are giving twice! 

 Tel: 01223 880698, sarahjfordham@live.co.uk Sarah Fordham 

http://amazon.co.uk/
mailto:sarahjfordham@live.co.uk
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Playground Opens 

At school pick-up time, the busy 

playground hummed with 

excitement.   Word spread quickly; the new 

play equipment at the park was now open! 

Brimming with eager anticipation, the 

youngsters poured out through the school 

gate and swarmed from all directions to the 

recreation ground, hungry for 

adventure.   Parents and grandparents 

steadily increasing their pace, trying – but 

failing to keep up. 

Running, climbing, swinging, sliding in their amber uniforms like wasps around 

an unattended jam pot.   The delighted children clung to the fabulous play 

tower.   “This is SO much FUN!”, laughed Callum as he launched himself with 

full force, down the banister bars. 

Grateful thanks go to everyone who has contributed towards the Play Area project 

in any way.   Money is still needed to replace the fencing.   Oh, the other problem 

is how do we entice our children home for tea? 

Please note the exercise bars are only for use by persons of age 14 years and over 

and they are not designed to be climbed.  

Sarah Fordham 

 

Angle End, Gt Wilbraham                       
www.hall.gtwilbraham.net 

The Memorial Hall is a fabulous facility to be used and enjoyed by all of us for a 

wide array of events and functions.   And I’m pleased to say that it is really busy! 

It’s particularly pleasing to see how many individuals are booking it for 

fundraising events for their favourite charities – this combines having fun with 

raising much needed money.   So thank you all for your continued support. 

With this popularity, managing the schedule is a challenge!   Shirley does a 

fantastic job dealing with this, but it is hard if people don’t keep her informed of 

any changes (even things like a swap between different groups can cause non-

obvious difficulties).   Please can you always let Shirley know by e-mailing 

booking.wilbrahamsmemorialhall@gmail.com for any new bookings or where 

you would like to make a change of any kind. 

http://www.hall.gtwilbraham.net/
mailto:booking.wilbrahamsmemorialhall@gmail.com
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I hope that as many of you as possible have enjoyed 

the evaporating good weather in our fantastic play 

area.    You will have seen that all the equipment is 

now installed.   Within the play area we are planning 

on getting some of the trees trimmed or removed 

(and replanted) where needed and then some 

landscaping with volunteers from the villages, so 

please watch out for calls for help for that. 

The main thing to really finish the play area project off is to get the fence replaced 

– this is the Memorial Hall’s next major financial investment.   This will cost in 

the region of £15,000 (it is 100 linear meters after all) and so not insignificant.  

Once again we are applying for grants to fund this, although we were unsuccessful 

in our first attempt.   Once again I am asking for any donations that could help us 

towards getting this done, as well as the continued support for all the events our 

fabulous team put on that raise money for the hall. 

Elsewhere, we now have 2 new goal posts, which 

are on wheels to allow easy deployment to 

anywhere on the recreation ground (but also with 

chains to anchor them down!).   These were bought 

with help from the Social Club and GW PC and I 

am sure will be well used. 

Finally, I’d like to plug our annual Christmas party, 

being held on Saturday 14th December.   It kicks off 

at 3pm with a children’s party, including a visit by 

Santa Clause himself, then from 5pm we have a 

Carol Sing-a-long with mulled wine and mince pies 

– so really something for everyone from all three 

villages!    It’s the perfect way to celebrate the 

festive season in the community, so please enjoy. 

If you have any questions or comments, please don’t hesitate to contact me. 

Edd Brunner, Chair of the Memorial Hall Committee, edwardbrunner@gmail.com 

 

Detailed publicity will be issued for each event, including ticket prices / sales. 

If you have any suggestions for 2020 or would like to run a community event, 

please let the Memorial Hall Committee know. 

Our thanks to the many people who help organise / donate  / wash up etc.  If 

you would like to volunteer for future events, please email 

mail@emma-adams.co.uk 

 

mailto:mail@emma-adams.co.uk
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PROGRAMME OF EVENTS FOR 2020 

Friday 22nd Nov 7pm Film Club: The Dressmaker 

Saturday 14th Dec 3pm Children’s Xmas party,  

    5pm Followed by singalong carols & social 

Thursday 26th Dec 2.30pm Boxing Day Quiz  

Saturday 28th Dec 7pm 
Film Club: Salmon Fishing in the 

Yemen 

Saturday 18th Jan 8pm Country & Western Music Evening 

Friday 24th Jan 7pm  Film Club: A Star is Born 

Friday 31st Jan 7.30pm Food & Drink Night: An Italian Feast 

Friday 7th Feb 7.30pm 
St Nicholas Trust " La Boheme" opera 

evening 

Saturday  15th Feb 8pm Country & Western Music Evening 

Saturday  22nd Feb 

11am-

5pm Wilbraham Collection: Art Exhibition 

Saturday  22nd Feb 7pm Film Club: Molly's Game 

Saturday  14th March 8pm Country & Western Music Evening 

Saturday  21st March 7pm Film Club: American in Paris (1951) 

Saturday  18th April 8pm Country & Western Music Evening 

Friday  24th April 7pm Film Club: Slumdog Millionaire 

Saturday  16th May 8pm Country & Western Music Evening 

Friday  22nd May 7.30pm Wilbrahams' Community Choir Concert 

Saturday  20th June 8pm Country & Western Music Evening 

Friday 26th June 7.30 pm Midsummer Barn Dance 

Saturday  11th July 8pm Country & Western Music Evening 

Saturday 18th July 3pm Flower & Produce Show 

Sunday  30th August 2pm Social Club Birthday Party 

Saturday  19th Sept 8pm Country & Western Music Evening 

Sunday  20th Sept 12-4pm Autumn Food & Craft Fair 

Friday 16th Oct 7.30pm Quiz Night 

Saturday  24th Oct 8pm Country & Western Music Evening 

Saturday  21st Nov 8pm Country & Western Music Evening 

Saturday 12th Dec 3pm Children’s Xmas party,  

    5pm Followed by singalong carols & social 

 

ALL HALL EVENTS ARE RAISING MONEY FOR THE PLAY AREA FENCE 
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84, Angle End, Gt Wilbraham, CB215JG 

01223 811844 : www.chapel.dental 

Claire Jackman BDS & Associates 

NHS, DENPLAN & PRIVATE TREATMENTS 
With special interests in Implants and Orthodontics 

Monday         09.00-17.00 
Tuesday         09.00-19.00 
Wednesday    09.00-17.00 
Thursday        09.00-19.00 
Friday             09.00-17.00 
Saturday         09.30-15.00 

New Patients Always Welcome 

                      
Fully approved Electrical Contractor 

All Work Certificated in Accordance with NICEIC 

Free no obligation quotations 

All aspects of electrical work undertaken such as re-wires, Electrical 

condition Reports, maintenance calls, New build Installations, Industrial and 

Commercial Installations 

However small you may consider your job it will be treated with the same 

attention to detail as every one of our jobs. 

Your Local Electrician 
Unit 24 Hall Barn Road Industrial Estate, Hall Barn Road, Isleham, 

Cambridgeshire, CB7 5RJ 

Contact us on; 01638 781567 / enquiries@jandjdrake.co.uk 

 

http://www.chapel.dental/
mailto:enquiries@jandjdrake.co.uk
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Wilbrahams’ Autumn Food & Craft Fair Sept 2019 

Three years ago, I had a vague (and probably mad) idea to start a kind of ‘farmer’s 

market’ in the new Memorial Hall as I was keen to see different kind of 

interesting events bring people together in the village.   I noticed that some 

villages have regular markets, but they can get a bit ‘samey’, or people get blasé 

about them - so I decided once a year was often enough, and hopefully each year 

could be different and be a more exciting event.    Well, it has grown somewhat 

and is beginning to get a reputation, which is great – crafts people and food stalls 

are now asking to get involved.  

Lots of people from the 

Wilbrahams come and browse, 

but also many visitors from 

further away, which is great for 

our community reputation.  

Social media helps to spread the 

word, but leaflets and banners 

help too.   I estimate we had 

over 350 paid entries (and 

plenty of kids who got in free), 

which is a result, considering the 

weather. 

This year we had 28 stalls, hopefully interesting and balanced, to cater for all 

tastes.   We also had driving rain ALL day.   It meant battening down the hatches 

and squeezing inside the hall and using every square inch.   Thanks so much to all 

the helpers in the morning who made that possible – we just made it.   We had to 

evict the teas to under a gazebo outside, so thanks also to Ian Cumming who 

braved the squalls and demonstrated mad spirograph icing under a leaking 

gazebo! 

Thanks also to the huge team of smiling helpers 

who keep the show on the road – there are about 

25 villagers who step up to make jams, soups, 

bake cakes, wash up, man the raffle, direct the 

cars etc.   It is definitely a team effort - hard 

work, but fun, I hope.  This year we raised about 

£1550 for the Play Area Fence Fund.   Next 

year’s fair is a week earlier – Sunday 20th 

September, 12-4pm.  I am hoping for some 

sunshine..! 

Emma Adams Memorial Hall Vice Chair 
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The Wilbahams’ Social Club 

The Social Club had a good summer making the most of some beautiful weather 

with relaxing evenings outside enjoyed by members, families and friends.   

Cricket afternoons were busy, the cricketers and their supporters sitting on the 

patio with a drink or two and delicious cricket teas.   The Friday opening from 

3.30pm and the Summer Special offer for our members was very popular.   We 

have now changed the Summer Special to an Autumn Special on Saturdays from 

7.30 - 9pm. 

On Sunday August 25th we celebrated our 4th Anniversary, with cool drinks, 

picnics and live music from the Toftys we had a great afternoon!   It was very hot, 

and the audience filled the stands (gazebos) and relaxed around the boundary 

under the trees.   The Toftys had fans on the stage (electric), keeping them cool 

and played an eclectic mix of good music for over two hours. 

Halloween was fun, Andy decorated the 

club providing treats for the children and 

reviving drinks for parents, the place was 

full! 

The Coffee Mornings on Thursdays and 

Saturdays are regular events and a great 

social get together, chat, and catching up 

with friends.   The good selection of cakes 

is appreciated, with some very popular bakes!   We even have regulars from other 

villages.   Why not join us?   Membership continues to be good value at £5 per 

year. 

Our opening times are: 

Monday – Friday 7.30pm - 11pm 

Saturday 12noon - 1.30pm and 7.30pm - 11pm 

Sunday closed 

We would welcome new bar staff and new committee members to bring ideas, 

enthusiasm and help with the routine management of the club. 

Dates for your diary: 

COFFEE MORNINGS @10.30am 

Saturday, December 7th - Mulled Wine, Mince Pies and Christmas Raffle 

Thursday January 9th 

Saturday February 8th 

Monday evenings at 8pm – Crib 

CHRISTMAS EVE: Christmas Jumper Night - 7.30pm 

BOXING DAY: Marrieds v Singles football match - 10.30am 

Lunchtime drinks followed by Quiz at about 2/2.30pm 
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NEW YEARS EVE: Celebrate the new year with friends and a Bring and 

Share Buffet. 

We look forward to seeing you soon 

        Dru Goryn 

 

Wilbrahams, Six Mile Bottom & Fulbourn  
Over 60’s Club 

Hello there.  The Over 60’s meet on the last Thursday of the month in Great 

Wilbraham Memorial Hall at 2 o’clock. 

Since the last Warbler we have had: 

On August 29th an afternoon-evening trip starting at Fulbourn, pick up in Gt and 

Lt Wilbraham before going to Quy, Swaffam Bulbeck, and Swaffam Prior then on 

to Burwell going to Soham around the Ely Bypass to Downham Market.  We 

stopped at the garden centre for tea/coffee.  Then we went on across to Swaffham 

and then to Brandon. Our next stop was The Bull Inn at Barton Mills for food 

which had been laid on thanks to the owners.  We finished back home about 7 

o’clock. 

September  12th We went for a lunch trip on the River Thames which included a 

hot meal and two hour trip on the river. 

September 25th We had a charity tea dance for Macmillan Cancer and made £400. 

October 31st We took a trip to Cherry Lane Garden centre in Pulham Market, 

Suffolk.  Then to The Village Inn, Little Melton, Norfolk for lunch, getting home 

about 5 o’clock.  

2020 Events 

January 30th Film  :  February 27th Bingo and Hoy  :  March 26th Speaker 

April 30th Annual Meeting 

For more information  Miss C Fabb 880813, Mr K Precious 880832 

 

BURWELL PRINT CENTRE 

CHRISTMAS FAYRE 

Saturday 7th December : 10am to 4pm 

Mandeville Hall, Burwell 

Craft Stalls : Santa’s Grotto : Fabulous Food 
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The Future of the Carpenters’ Arms 

We recently purchased The Carpenters Arms in Great Wilbraham from Rick and 

Heather Hurley.   The village will be fully aware that the public house was not 

trading very well and Rick and Heather wished to retire.    We are keen to re-

establish The Carpenters Arms as a successful village pub and to these ends are 

proposing an extension and refurbishment of the existing building. 

Amazingly there has been a public house or beer 

house on this site for over 250 years.   The 

Carpenters Arms has been established for most 

of this time in various guises but has successfully 

traded over the many years.   Sadly, as it 

presently stands, it is unlikely to continue trading 

and must change to suit more modern needs. 

The viability and sustainability of small country 

pubs has for many years been very 

difficult.   According to the latest research just 

published by The Office for National Statistics, 11,000 public houses were closed 

in the last 10 years.  This equates to 21 pubs which have been closed per week, 

although CAMRA claims this is nearer 25 pubs per week more recently.  

The data is even more damaging for small pubs where it states that 41.2% of small 

pubs were closed since 2008.   Interestingly the number of larger pubs employing 

10 or more staff have actually increased by 16.9% since 2001.   In other words the 

trend is for smaller public houses to fall by the wayside and for larger pubs to be 

created and grow. 

The present pub is defined as a small public house, where it has an existing bar 

and a restaurant seating approximately 30 people.   If the community wishes to 

maintain The Carpenters Arms public house we must serve food on a larger scale.  

To these ends we wish to extend the dining room and where the kitchen is to be 

opened up to the dining room to create a much more exciting experience.   In 

order to be viable the pub also needs to have a ‘critical mass’ and be of sufficient 

size to encourage customers from further afield to the pub and to enjoy a drink 

and meal. 

The pub also has to be all things to all people attracting all age groups and 

families and not just a drinker’s den for the more traditional age group and gender. 

It is important that this pub is also seen as a genuine attempt to provide a social 

amenity for a village and that hopefully it will become more then a dining / 

drinking experience but also function socially for the community where perhaps 

village coffee mornings, mothers groups, an organic vegetable market and other 

community based gatherings might be possible to generate. 
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The building is listed Grade 2 and we have had a number of discussions with 

South Cambs DC planning and conservation departments, who we believe in 

principal wish to support our proposals.   We have recently made a planning 

application which has incorporated specific changes asked for by the conservation 

officer and which are designed to further protect the fabric of the existing building 

and which we have tried to accommodate.   Subject to the outcome of the planning 

authority we would hope to obtain planning approval in early 2020. We would 

expect the construction work to take approximately 6 months to refurbish and 

extend the building.   We are therefore hopeful that we can open The Carpenters 

Arms in late summer 2020. 

We are sorry that the public house has to be closed and that this construction work 

will take so long, but it will be worth it, and it will secure the future of the pub and 

we look forward to welcoming you to a new and exciting Carpenters Arms next 

summer. 

Peter Romaniuk   Big Brown Dog Limited 

 

St. Nicholas’ Tower project reaches the finals of a 
National Architecture Award 

As many of you know it took a long time –too long, for the 

new facilities to be added in St. Nicholas’ Church.  The bold 

but simple design is much admired and appreciated and was 

conceived by a local Architect practice – Archangel.   It is not 

easy to design alterations to a Grade 2 star medieval church, 

which will be both practical and beautiful, but Archangel 

have achieved exactly that.   The design reached the final 6 of 

the UK Church Architecture Awards and was attended by 2 architects from 

Archangel and 2 members of the congregation.   The Duke of Gloucester listened 

to how the alterations were designed, funded and are now used.   The project was 

not the winner but was the only church outside London to reach the finals. 

Lorna Carr 

All Round Colour in your Garden 

Geoff Hodge, our speaker at the last Gardening Club Meeting, entertained us with 

a talk about All Year Round Colour in the Garden, which was  stimulating and 

informative.   He also sent us a list of all the plants he suggested in his talk. 

Future meetings: 

January 20 : Karen Kenny - Gardening for Wildlife 

February 17 : To be Arranged 

March 16 : Patsy Deller - Seasonal (Easter) flower Arrangements 

Trish Davis 
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MICHAEL BEAUMONT’S 

BUTCHERS  EST 1965 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

BUTCHERS, FARMER, GREAT ROLL & PIE MAKERS 

WE SELL FREE RANGE, LOCALLY SOURCED MEATS, 

OUR OWN AWARD WINNING SAUSAGES, 

BURGERS, FINE CHEESES AND DAIRY. 

For a tasty range of “just cook” meals, fabulous steaks, 

freshly made free range sausage rolls & scotch eggs. 

Come and see us, great offers always available 

……………………………………………………………………………………… 

Now taking Christmas orders 

Orders to be in by 14th December 
………………………………………………………………… 

17 High Street, Fulbourn 

Cambridge CB21 5DH 

Mondays - Fridays : 8.00am – 5.30pm 

Saturdays : 8.00am – 1.00pm 

01223 880955 

EMAIL : info@beaumontsbutchers.com 
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Bottisham Medical Practice Patients’ Group 

Good News, Congratulations and Thanks: Four GPs at Bottisham Medical 

Practice (Drs Allum, Keith, Harrison and Thijskens) were awarded "certificates 

for excellent teaching" by Cambridge University and were nominated by students 

who had been at the practice.   There are only a handful of awards given out each 

year so to get four within one practice is a real achievement and unusual.   We 

thank all our patients for participating in medical student teaching and allowing 

students to be involved in their care.   Without your commitment to teaching we 

could not be involved in the development and training of your future doctors.  

Missed Appointments:  There are still far too many of these so if you are not 

going to attend your appointment then PLEASE cancel it with the surgery so that 

other patients are not having to wait longer to get an appointment. 

Patients’ Car Service: 

We are still looking for people to join a rota of volunteers to drive patients with no 

other means of transport from the villages of Bottisham, Lode and Quy to and 

from Bottisham surgery for their appointments.   The service runs daily to cover 

the 9.10 to 9.40 appointment slots.    We also hold a list of volunteers who are 

available to cover on-the-day appointments during morning surgery only.   Drivers 

must be medically fit and hold a full clean driving licence. 

If you have a few hours to spare and would like to help those in your local 

community please telephone the surgery on 01223 810030 and leave your name, 

address and a contact telephone number and the Service Administrator, Mrs. Janet 

Aves, will contact you with further information as to how you can get involved.  

We are preparing a question and answer leaflet about this Service which will be 

available in the surgery for anyone who is interested. 

Autumn Newsletter: The Practice newsletter is now available on line or at 

reception. 

Flu Vaccinations:  If you have not already had your flu jab or booked to have one 

then please take up the offer as there are still appointments available.   The cake 

sale held at the first Saturday clinic raised £270.98 for the Arthur Rank Hospice at 

home to extend night care provision, thanks to all who contributed. 

Purchase of Equipment:  Doctors have given us a list of items that would be 

particularly helpful for them to have and it has been decided to purchase all the 

smaller items which are diagnostic and examination tools.   The Doppler machine, 

for checking blood circulation in diabetic patients is nearly £1500 so this is our 

next target. 

For patients 16 – 21 years old:  Please ensure you check your contact details 

with the practice as some patients are still registered under their parents contact 

details.   



28 

 

Cervical Smears:  Unfortunately, there has been a fall in the uptake of screening 

so if you are offered one do please take it.   Early detection of cancerous cells 

could prove lifesaving. 

Measles:  Cases of this very infectious disease are on the rise due to low take up 

of the vaccinations.   Measles can lead to serious complications and vaccination is 

available. 

National Deaf CAMHs (Child Mental Health & Adolescent Services) 

Cambridge –based next to Bottisham Medical Practice – Who We Are 

This team was originally set up 9 years ago and was created as an outreach service 

to provide mental health support to deaf young people and their families as well as 

hearing children with deaf parents.  

We are employed by South West London and St Georges Mental Health Trust and 

work closely alongside colleagues in the South East Region and the Sussex/Surrey 

team.   The team is  part of the wider National Deaf CAMH services who provide 

support additionally in the North, Central region, South West England whereby 

we meet several times each year to review/set clinical standards, create national 

audits, support additional training in order to improve service user experience and 

the complex service we provide for our families at a national level. 

Working within the East of England we cover 7 counties including Hertfordshire, 

Bedfordshire, Parts of Essex, Suffolk, Norfolk, Peterborough and have had our 

base right at the centre, in Cambridgeshire.   As we are a small team we like to 

work jointly with local mental health, educational and social services and can 

provide deaf awareness to families, schools and other professionals.   We have 

also been strengthening our ties with audiology and cochlear implant teams, 

opening up dialogues around mental health and Deaf culture. 

The team was originally based in the Ida Darwin Hospital Fulbourn, but relocated 

last year to Bottisham, and have just celebrated our 1st year.   During the last 12 

months the service has settled well into our new location, have met some of the 

friendly local residents as well as enjoying the local amenities.  

Walks for Health:  The next walks with our accredited walk leader Steve Gilson 

start at 11.00 am from the surgery car park on 6 December 2019, 15 and 31 

January, 12 and 28 February, but there will be none in March 2020.   Do join 

Steve for a walk he would be delighted to see you.   Walks from Anglesey Abbey 

continue on Thursdays at 10am from the reception area. 

Next Patient Group Meeting: Next meeting will be Thursday 23 January 2020 at 

6.30pm at the surgery. 
Bottisham Patients’ Group 

27A,2D : (3,4) this starter could be a dense fog  2D : SEE27A 

10D : (6) talk on and on to get this game meat? 
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Water Abstraction – a privilege not a right 

Wilbraham River Protection Society 

Stephen Tomkins, speaking at the November 

AGM of the WRPS, warned that the pressure 

on our local rivers and aquifers was 

becoming unsustainable and that issues of 

over abstraction for such things as domestic 

water had to be urgently addressed.   The 

problem was being exacerbated by ever 

increasing periods of low rain fall, although 

that was not the whole problem - life style 

pressures played a big part.   He believes that 

water abstraction should be regarded as a privilege and not a ‘right’ as we are 

already beyond our water resource limits given the population growth that is 

projected and is now underway. 

Northern Europe is the global stronghold of chalk streams and 85% of them are in 

Southern England.  Our water comes from the chalk hills near Cambridge and the 

chalk streams that spring from them are home to very precious flora and fauna.  

We will lose them if we are not very careful.   The Wilbraham River is one of 

them. 

Water companies, Stephen believes, could play a big part in preserving the health 

and volume of local water supplies by reducing leakage in their mains water 

distribution.   Locally this equates to 14 million litres a day.   Relative to its worth, 

water is perhaps underpriced currently.  Furthermore, local authorities could 

encourage the use of ‘grey water’ recycling for cleaning and flushing lavatories 

such as employed on the North West Cambridge Eddington development.   Here 

Cambridge Water provides mains supply and Cambridge University provides the 

grey water.   Drastic changes to new housing infrastructure regulations would be 

required for such efficiencies to be emulated on a much grander scale.   However, 

taking the North Cambridge Northstowe housing project as an example, such 

progressive ideas are not popular with developers who claim that the fitting of 

water recycling and solar panels to properties will prevent them from making any 

money. 

Other measures would also help including building more reservoirs and creating 

more water meadows and wetlands, while also recognising the reality of climate 

change in all future planning and development.   Stephen Tomkins was formerly 

Director of Studies for Biological Sciences & Head of the Science Faculty at 

Homerton College & Lecturer in Biological Education, University of Cambridge. 

Jackie Beadsmoore 
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Countryside Matters! 
In my early days the old keepers kept thousands of English partridges and feeding 

the pheasants also provided food for the songbirds.  They started shooting on the 

1st September and there were thousands shot.  There were also thousands of 

songbirds everywhere and people don’t shoot songbirds .  Now the songbirds have 

almost disappeared.   When they gradually started to disappear, the only culprit I 

saw was the sparrow hawk.   I guess you have all seen them take birds from your 

bird tables.   Until the 1990s I was feeding thousands of songbirds, waiting for me 

when I came each day to feed the pheasants.   I have seen the sparrow hawk kill 

an English partridge in full flight.   The crow family kill all birds and keepers are 

allowed to set larson traps to catch the crow family.   Some people like to trespass 

and let them out.  That is criminal damage.   If people think this is clever then it’s 

goodbye to a lot of songbirds’ nests.   

Up until the 1970's there were no foxes, badgers or magpies around the 

Wilbrahams.   The adult English partridge would lay 20-24 eggs and the younger 

partridge 13-15 eggs.  They would bring up all the chicks because there were no 

foxes or badgers eating the eggs and a lack of predators, including the crow 

family, which also take young birds.  Foxes and badgers also take all ground 

nesting birds including English partridge.  

In a recent TV programme, badgers were linked with TB in cattle, but that is only 

half the story regarding badgers.  They didn’t come around this area until the 

1990s and then it was goodbye to the hedgehog in the woods and gradually they 

dug out all the bees’ nests.   The badger finds both these luxury meals.   We all 

know how vital the bees are to pollinate our crops etc.   Now the only hedgehogs 

we see are in people’s gardens and we must treasure them. 

It’s a question of balance.   The protection created for one species may have an 

adverse effect on the other species in the area.   Look at the disastrous impact of 

the grey squirrel on the native red squirrel.  Before new rules and guidance are 

introduced they need to be fully evaluated. 

So, what is the answer?   We will end up with no shooting and no game keepers, 

the predators will take over, fighting each other for survival.   There will be no 

songbirds or other small birds feeding at your bird table.   This is surely what the 

future holds.  The game keeper has kept the songbirds going until now, when new 

laws are coming in.   Nature cannot automatically look after itself, especially if the 

changes are introduced over a short period. 

Stewart Wilson 

 

 

 

1A : (5) wobbly cap is set to contain tasty morsels 

8A : (9) careless with a ring, put it in the oven 
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Untold  Stories 

11-plus failure to Cambridge Professor, Pat Simpson 

I was born in India, where my mother was an army nurse during the war, but I 

grew up in Essex.   I went to school in Leigh on Sea, notable for its cockle fleet at 

the time.   We used to play on the heaps of empty cockle shells on the beach.   We 

had a very nice childhood; nobody was rich, it was just after the war, there was 

rationing, but my father was very good with his hands.   He would collect old 

wood and bombsite computers and make us the most wonderful toys.   He enjoyed 

sailing, so we had a succession of very ancient sailing boats, which he renovated 

himself 

You say we … 

I had a younger brother.   Sailing became his profession.   He sailed single-handed 

round the world, and taught navigation.   I sailed a bit, but I got seasick.   I always 

knew from the age of about eight that I wanted to be a biologist.   I collected 

insects and watched birds.   But then I failed the 11-plus and ended up in a 

secondary modern school, where I had an appalling education for someone who 

wanted to be a scientist.   We were segregated, girls did not do science but 

needlework and cooking.   Armed with 5 rather poor O levels I went to Southend 

Technical College to do A levels in science, a struggle without the relevant 

background.   However, I did get the 3 A levels I needed and applied to 

Southampton University because they did entomology (the study of insects).   My 

educational record was very unimpressive, but I was interviewed by the 

entomology lecturer and it transpired we both had a collection of hover flies.   

Mine boasted two species that he did not have, so perhaps that was what got me 

in.   Once there, the struggle was over; most students came from grammar or 

private schools and had been spoon-fed, whereas I was used to studying alone and 

being self-motivated.   I think that was an advantage. 

What was it about bugs that attracted you? 

I don’t know.   My mother had a theory.   In India, and especially when she was 

carrying me, she was very phobic about creepy-crawlies, and in India European 

babies had to be carefully protected, so my pram had a mosquito net, and that was 

always covered in insects.   So she thought that that was where it began. 

So how did the entomology go at Southampton? 

I read zoology.   My plan was to do a PhD, but at that time I met a Frenchman, fell 

in love and went off to Paris.   I did my PhD there.   I worked and studied in a 

research institute belonging to the French scientific civil service.   There I 

switched to genetics and embryology, now known as developmental biology.   

The marriage did not last, but I loved living in France.   I had a job as Director of 

Research in the scientific civil service for 32 years.   I worked in Paris for 10 
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years, California for 2 years and then moved to Strasbourg in 1980 as ‘Directeur 

de Recherche’, where I spent 20 years doing research. 

And I lived on a boat for 15 years.   I bought 

a Rhine barge, just an empty hull 40 metres 

long and 5 metres wide.   I renovated it 

myself having learnt woodworking skills 

from my father.   It was a 10-year project.   I 

just built it up room by room. So we had 

plenty of space.   For the first year my 

parents were there: my father was ill, and we 

knew that he did not have long to live, and my mother was struggling, so we 

camped on the boat.   My father died but my mother stayed with me and we had a 

lovely time on that boat until we moved here. 

Why did you move? 

I switched my professional interest.   I had been studying the role of genes in the 

regulation of embryonic development in Drosophila (fruit flies), and now I wanted 

to see how those same genes could be modified to allow animals to change shape 

over the course of evolution.   This was a new field overlapping previously 

separate disciplines and Cambridge was one of the best places for that.   I joined 

the Department of Zoology in 2000.   I had a Principal Fellowship from the 

Wellcome Trust that included my salary for 10 years and funding for research by a 

team of about 10 people. 

You were managing this team? 

Yes.   Some of them came with me from Strasbourg because they were in the 

middle of their PhDs.   But in order to receive this £3.7 million grant the 

University had to make me a professor.   I thought YES! 11+ failure to Cambridge 

professor!   But one thing was horrifying.   In France I never felt handicapped in 

my career by being a woman.   I came here and found that there were no other 

female professors in the Department of Zoology even though biology does attract 

women.   Also that year I was elected a fellow of the Royal Society (FRS). 

That is hugely prestigious.  What was it that got you elected? 

Probably research I had done on a particular cellular receptor that is involved in 

cell-cell signaling.   I had worked on that in Drosophila and it turned out to be 

very important in human biology and cancer.   I then discovered that, at that time, 

there were nearly 200 FRSs in Cambridge if you included all the retirees and yet 

there were only 3 women.    There are many more now but they are still far from 

equal.  And I did not fit in with all the College pomp and ceremony with my 

proletarian degree.   I enjoyed very much being in the Department of Zoology, but 

overall there is a degree of smugness at Cambridge University that got me down a 

bit. 
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Can we come back to you now?   You are a 

keen gardener… 

I’ve never been a gardener before, because 

when you live on a boat you don’t have a 

garden!   I was lucky: Peter Lawrence, a fly 

geneticist living opposite who I have 

known since 1975, told me when this house 

came on the market and it is perfect.   The 

garden just grew piecemeal: it didn’t have 

any master plan.  Then, after retirement, I 

created the museum of natural curiosities for children.    Children from the Steiner 

school have visited it, and I hope groups will come from the Wilbrahams school.    

It includes skeletons from roadkill, fossils, shells, birds’ nests, anything. 

You do patchwork quilting too. 

Yes, I am largely self-taught and all my quilts 

have something to do with biology. When I 

joined a group I was encouraged to enter the 

My First Quilt competition of the National 

Festival of Quilts where I got a Highly 

Commended.   One of the judges’ comments 

was “Machine stitching uneven”.   I had done 

it all by hand so that was a compliment! 

So you garden in the summer and sew in the winter. 

Yes.   I have a workshop and make things for the garden.   All my sheds now have 

green roofs.   I still enjoy wood working but I could not fit out a barge now.   I am 

a small person and I was always having to rig up pulleys to lift beams and things. 

So creativity has been a major thread of your life, hasn’t it?   You were creative 

with your science, with the barge, with your gardening and the museum and with 

your quilting. 

Yes, that and being resourceful, a skill learnt from my parents who never had any 

money and were always doing up old houses. 

This is your chance to send a message to the world.   Is there anything you would 

like to say? 

Yes.   Following my failure at 11+, I would say to young people that they should 

have faith in themselves and follow whatever path they are interested in.   That is 

what you will do best, and you never know where things are going to lead. 

Pat Simpson, thank you for sharing your life with us. 

John Tanburn 



35 

 

 
 



36 

 

     DECEMBER               JANUARY 
S

U
N

D
A

Y
 

1
 

  8
 

1
5

  

2
2
 

2
9
 

 5
 

1
2
 

1
9
 

 

S
A

T
U

R
D

A
Y

 

  7
 S

M
B

S
S

C
 

W
H

S
C

  

 1
4

  

S
M

B
S

S
C

 

  2
1
 

 2
8

  

S
M

B
S

S
C

 

F
il

m
 c

lu
b
 

4
 

 11
  

S
M

B
S

S
C

 

 1
8
 

S
M

B
S

S
C

 

C
o

u
n
tr

y
 M

u
si

c 

 

F
R

ID
A

Y
 

D
E

T
A

IL
S

 O
F

 E
V

E
N

T
S

 A
R

E
 I

N
C

L
U

D
E

D
 I

N
 T

H
E

 A
R

T
IC

L
E

S
 I

N
 T

H
E

 W
A

R
B

L
E

R
 

  
 

6
  

W
W

 

B
P

G
 w

al
k
 

 1
3

  
W

W
 

 2
0

  

 2
7

  

 3
  

1
0

  
W

W
 

 1
7
 

W
W

 

 

 T
H

U
R

S
D

A
Y

 

5
  1
2

  
G

E
N

E
R

A
L

 E
L

E
C

T
IO

N
 

1
9

  
S

ch
o

o
l 

h
o

li
d

ay
 b

eg
in

s 

G
W

&
L

W
 m

o
b

il
e 

li
b

ra
ry

 
 2

6
  

B
o
x

in
g

 D
ay

 

W
H

S
C

 f
o
o

tb
al

l 
m

at
ch

 

W
H

S
C

q
u

iz
 

 2
  

 9
 L

W
P

C
 m

ee
ti

n
g
 

W
H

S
C

 c
o

ff
ee

 m
o

rn
in

g
 

 1
6

  
G

W
&

L
W

 m
o

b
il

e 
li

b
ra

ry
 

G
W

P
C

 m
ee

ti
n

g
 

 W
E

D
N

E
S

D
A

Y
 

4
 

W
B

C
 

   1
1

   
 1

8
  

W
B

C
 

 2
5

 C
h

ri
st

m
as

 D
ay

 

1
 N

ew
 Y

ea
rs

 D
ay

 

8
  

1
5

 B
P

G
 w

al
k
 

W
B

C
 

 

T
U

E
S

D
A

Y
 

3
  

S
M

B
 m

o
b
il

e 
li

b
ra

ry
 

 1
0

 Y
o
u

th
 G

ro
u

p
 

  1
7

 

  2
4

 C
h

ri
st

m
as

 E
v

e 

 W
H

S
C

 C
h

ri
st

m
as

 

Ju
m

p
er

 n
ig

h
t 

   3
1

N
ew

 Y
ea

rs
 E

v
e 

B
la

ck
 B

in
s 

S
M

B
 m

o
b
il

e 
li

b
ra

ry
 

7
 B

lu
e/

G
re

en
 B

in
s 

 1
4
 

Y
o

u
th

 G
ro

u
p

 

 

M
O

N
D

A
Y

 

2
 B

la
ck

 B
in

s 
 

W
H

S
C

 c
ri

b
 

9
 B

lu
e/

G
re

en
 B

in
s 

W
H

S
C

 c
ri

b
 

1
6

 B
la

ck
 B

in
s 

W
H

S
C

 c
ri

b
 

 2
3

 B
lu

e 
B

in
s 

W
H

S
C

 c
ri

b
 

3
0

  

W
H

S
C

 c
ri

b
 

6
 S

p
ri

n
g
 t

er
m

 b
eg

in
s 

W
H

S
C

 c
ri

b
 

1
3

 B
la

ck
 B

in
s 

W
H

S
C

 c
ri

b
 



37 

 

    FEBRUARY   Winter 2019/20 
2

6
 

 2
 

  9
 

 1
6
 

 2
3
  

  
B

P
G

 :
 B

o
tt

is
h

am
 P

at
ie

n
t 

G
ro

u
p

 
  

  
  
  

  
  

  
  

  
W

M
H

 :
 W

il
b

ra
h

am
s,

 M
em

o
ri

al
 H

al
l 

  
  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

C
M

 :
 C

o
u

n
tr

y
 M

u
si

c 
 

  
G

W
P

C
 :

 G
re

at
 W

il
b

ra
h

am
 P

ar
is

h
 C

o
u

n
ci

l 
  

  
  

  
  

 W
W

 :
 W

ee
n

ie
 W

ar
b

le
rs

 
  

  
  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

 W
O

6
0

 :
 W

il
b

ra
h

am
s 

O
v

er
 6

0
s 

  
L

W
P

C
 :

 L
it

tl
e 

W
il

b
ra

h
am

 P
ar

is
h

 C
o
u

n
ci

l 
  

  
  

  
  

  
W

H
S

C
 :

 W
il

b
ra

h
am

s 
H

al
l 

S
o

ci
al

 C
lu

b
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  
  

W
C

C
 :

 W
il

b
ra

h
am

 C
ri

ck
et

 C
lu

b
 

  
W

G
C

 :
 W

il
b

ra
h

am
s 

G
ar

d
en

in
g

 C
lu

b
 

 
  

S
M

B
S

S
C

 :
 S

ix
 M

il
e 

B
o

tt
o

m
 S

p
o

rt
 a

n
d

 S
o

ci
al

 C
lu

b
  
  

W
B

C
 :

 W
il

b
ra

h
am

s 
B

ri
d

g
e 

C
lu

b
 

 

2
5
 

B
u

rn
s 

N
ig

h
t 

S
M

B
S

S
C

 

 1
 

  8
 S

M
B

S
S

C
 

W
H

S
C

 c
o

ff
ee

 

m
o

rn
in

g
 

 1
5
 

S
M

B
S

S
C

 

 2
2
 

F
il

m
 c

lu
b
 

E
x

h
ib

it
io

n
 

C
o

u
n
tr

y
 M

u
si

c 

2
9

 S
M

B
S

S
C

 

 

2
4
 

W
W

 

F
il

m
 c

lu
b
 

3
1
 

W
W

 

B
P

G
 w

al
k
 

 7
 

W
W

 

 1
4
 

V
al

en
ti

n
es

 D
ay

 

W
W

 

 2
1

 H
al

f 
te

rm
 

en
d

s 
 2

8
 

W
W

 

B
P

G
 w

al
k
 

 

2
3
 

L
W

P
C

 m
ee

ti
n

g
 

3
0

  

 6
 

 1
3

  

2
0

  

G
W

&
L

W
 m

o
b

il
e 

li
b

ra
ry

 
  2

7
  
 

2
2

  

2
9

  
W

B
C
 

 5
  

W
B

C
 

 1
2
 

B
P

G
 w

al
k
 

 1
9

  
W

B
C
 

 2
6
 

A
sh

 W
ed

n
es

d
ay

 
 

2
1
 

Y
o

u
th

 G
ro

u
p
 

 2
8
 

 4
  

S
M

B
 m

o
b
il

e 
li

b
ra

ry
 

11
 

Y
o

u
th

 G
ro

u
p
 

 1
8
 

 2
5
 

S
h

ro
v

e 
T

u
es

d
ay

 

2
0

 B
lu

e/
G

re
en

 B
in

s 

W
H

S
C

 c
ri

b
 

W
G

C
 

2
7

 B
la

ck
 B

in
s 

W
H

S
C

 c
ri

b
 

3
 B

lu
e 

B
in

s 
 

W
H

S
C

 c
ri

b
 

1
0

 B
la

ck
 B

in
s 

W
H

S
C

 c
ri

b
 

1
7

 H
al

f 
te

rm
 b

eg
in

s 

B
lu

e/
G

re
en

 B
in

s 

W
H

S
C

 c
ri

b
 

W
G

C
 

2
4

 B
la

ck
 B

in
s 

W
H

S
C

 c
ri

b
 



38 

 

 

 

MOT Testing, Servicing & Auto Repairs 

Unit 1, Station Yard, Wilbraham Road 
Fulbourn, Cambridge CB21 5ET 

Tel: (01223) 880747 
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The St Nicholas Great Wilbraham Trust  
Chairman’s Report for 2019/20 

The St Nicholas Great Wilbraham Trust is currently made up of four local trustees 

(with one vacancy), the incumbent vicar, a co-opted member from the village, 

plus two members of the PCC (Warden & Treasurer) who attend by special 

invitation.   The trust's purpose is to "raise money for the preservation repair 

maintenance improvement upkeep beautification and restoration of the church and 

of any monument fitting fixture stained glass organ or bell in the church but 

excluding the church yard adjoining the church….and the monies shall be given to 

the PCC to spend on works specified by the trustees…".  

Over the past twelve months, the trust has ring fenced £10,000 towards the cost of 

re-rendering the external north face of the transept wall, which has been 

recommended as an urgent requirement by the church's architect in his 

quinquennial report (scheduled to be re-surveyed in November 2020). 

The main fundraising activity was an Open Gardens event in June, which raised in 

excess of £1,500; added to which there are regular contributors who make Gift 

Aid donations to the trust either monthly, quarterly or annually.    

Since November 2017 over £120,000 has been raised for the Legacy Donation 

Fund, and the target for this fund remains at £1M (ALL the capital must be 

protected in perpetuity), to produce a target income of £50,000 pa.   To date, the 

income generated by the Legacy Fund has amounted to £8,750.33.   For further 

information on how to contribute most efficiently, please contact our treasurer, 

Tony Ryan, whose contact details may be found on our new website 

https://stnt.gtwilbraham.net/.  

Graham Clarke 

 

Wilbrahams 2020 Calendar 

After the success of this year’s 2019 Wilbraham 

calendar I have produced another one for 2020. 

Featuring the best of our beautiful villages there 

is an A4 photo for each month.   This year, in the 

modern spirit of inclusivity, I have included more 

pictures of Little Wilbraham!   All the profits from the sale of the calendar will go 

to Great Wilbraham Primary School PTFA.   There’s everything from Peter 

Wilson’s beautiful dahlias to aerial views of fields to dawn over Little Wilbraham 

so hopefully there will be something for everyone.  The calendar will be available 

to purchase from me at my home at 52 Church Street, through the front desk of 

the school or the village shop and is priced at £7. 

Ian Cumming 

https://stnt.gtwilbraham.net/


40 

 

Climate Change 

In response to Emma’s article in the Autumn Warbler on Climate Change,             

I thought I should put together a few words about some of my experiences that 

might offer an insight into why I believe we, humankind, are on the cusp of, and 

driving, something tragic. 

From 1967-76 I worked at Spillers Foods, near the station in Cambridge.   Spillers 

had a new venture founded on their milling and flour business, exploring and 

developing methods of preparing and presenting foods for humans and for pets.    

I was in “Human Foods”.    We had food scientists, food technologists, 5 chefs 

and me.    An example of what we were researching was the possibility of using 

texturised soya protein to replace meat.   The human food “market” wasn't quite 

ready while I was at Spillers.   With that project we were beaten to the market 

place, which was fortunate because a similar mince-like product from another 

company failed convincingly.   

In essence Spillers was one of many companies developing foods generally 

described as “convenience” foods.    It’s a good word.   It doesn't mean any harm.  

But the slowly building introduction of convenience foods has had a direct impact 

on how wasteful and lazy we have become, and how dire our situation is now.  

Convenience foods in the early 70’s meant such things as being able to open a 

sachet of flour to make a pizza base and a can for the topping, and to bake the 

resultant pizza in one’s oven after a day at work; or to open a can of tasty Tyne 

Brand Stuffed Pork with Ham.   Remember Angle Delight?   Now, “convenience” 

means being able to buy two sandwiches in a pack, tear off the thin plastic film, 

eat the sandwiches and to discard the plastic container and film onto the nearest 

available empty space.   From convenient, to wasteful, to couldn't care less in fifty 

years.   How on Earth did we get here?   Perhaps being careful only happens when 

we are in need. 

During nine years at Spillers it became obvious to me that the food industry was 

producing more and more packaging waste, probably more than any other industry 

at that time.   The Packaging industry itself was adding to the load.   This was 

before the introduction of plastic packaging and cling-film type wrappings.   I had 

a science background and to keep in touch with the scientific world, apart from 

the fringe of food science (like how many chemicals are required to turn soya 

bean protein into something edible).   I read the New Scientist avidly and 

developed a keen interest in environmental matters. 

For a short period of time I came to believe that I could, almost singlehandedly, 

secure the world’s future.   To achieve this I started cycling to work.   Except I’d 

not taken into account the hideous amount of vehicle exhaust fumes along the Mill 

Road traffic jam.   Oh woe!   And so it became obvious that the “convenience” of 

jumping into a car, planned or on a whim, and driving anywhere was another 
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insidious genie leaving its bottle.   Soon after came the increase in air travel with 

its often untaxed low grade fuel; another freedom to be embraced, my belief 

totally belied. 

Back to food.   Remember the war?   If you grew your own spuds you were ok but 

imagine living on this adult ration for a week:- 4oz Bacon & Ham, other Meat to 

the value of 1 shilling and 2 pence (equivalent to 2 chops), 2 oz Butter, 2 oz 

Cheese, 4oz Margarine, 4 oz Cooking fat, 3 pints Milk, 8 oz Sugar, 2 oz Tea, 1 

fresh Egg and an allowance of dried Egg, Preserves 1 lb every 2 months, Sweets 

12 oz every 4 weeks.   And they managed.   Rationing was phased out and meat 

was the last item to have restrictions lifted in 1954.    

I was 19 when I joined Spillers in 1967, and we were still researching, using a 

technique called freeze-drying, how best to dry egg for consumer use.   Fast 

forward to 2015 when over 7,000,000 tonnes of edible food waste was disposed of 

in the UK - that equates to about 14 million tonnes of Carbon Dioxide equivalents 

(including methane for instance).   That’s half a tonne per household.   This strikes 

me as being wrong on so many levels.   An abandonment. 

In 1976 I moved to Waste Regulation and learned more about our behaviour on 

this wonderful and bizarre planet, and our impacts on the environment.   In the 

next Warbler I will give examples of pollutions I've witnessed.   The overriding 

question becomes why have we chosen, since the start of the industrial revolution, 

to pollute so freely and to cause our atmosphere, our protector-in-chief, such a 

massive problem.   Could it be convenience? 

Care in a Cobweb 
(a phrase from Insomnia by Elizabeth Bishop) 

To live without a care in love; 

blissful state of affairs 

is the wealth of such a situation; 

a relationship with another 

be they a sister or a brother, 

a father, a mother, a child, a friend 

or a lover; or with our Earth. 

But to care not in the least, 

that eager alter ego, 

is food without a feast, 

a folly of despair beyond repair. 

So wrap your care in a cobweb, 

nestle and nurture it, 

invest in it, the fervour of it, 

until you are without it once more.  Tony Goryn 
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Over the farm gate 

Firstly, my apologies for missing the deadline for the last edition, but with the 

pressures of a tricky harvest, I forgot the deadline.   Unfortunately, I am not going 

to be able to write anything in this edition without mentioning the weather.  It has 

been a constant worry on the farm ever since we started harvest on 11th of July and 

although we didn’t get too much in total in those harvest months there were hardly 

3 dry days in a row, except for the first week of August when we worked some 

very long days in the harvest field.  The results of which were sadly below 

average, mainly due I think because of the dry spell in May, only 18mm in the 

whole month.  Ironic really that there is now too much rain. 

About the harvested crop, as I said yields were below average, but the quality of 

all crops was above average with the peas being exceptional.  I had a different 

marketing strategy for this year and although prices have taken a dip over the last 

4 months, my strategy, by pure luck, ensured we took some better prices early on.  

By selling grain cut this August (and some in August 2020 too) in Aug 2018 I 

managed to fix the price when it was better.  The risk is that if for any reason my 

crop fails to produce enough to cover what I have sold; I will have to buy it in to 

make good the contract.  So it does come with some calculated downside which 

we happily avoided.  Another difference is that nearly all the crops have been sold 

and moved off the farm helping cash flow immensely.  With harvest done and all 

the land prepared for sowing we then had to wait for the blackgrass to start to 

germinate so that we could kill it before the crop was planted.  Its seed had a high 

dormancy because of the earlier dry and hot weather so was really late to start to 

grow.  My nerve failed me, and we started seeding about a week before I had 

planned, in hindsight I should have started even earlier because some of the 

plantings at the end of October were into very wet and cold seed beds which is not 

ideal.  I would like to say it was an inspired management decision, but really I got 

fed up waiting.  However, speaking to several farmers who did wait, they now 

have very little seed planted and small prospect of doing so because the soil is so 

full of water (at field capacity) that the slightest shower or even dew, makes it 

unworkable.  Nationally very little wheat has been sown and although it won’t 

affect the world market price there may be some local market price rises that we 

can take advantage of.    

The first field of sugarbeet has been lifted and loaded into the factory and is bang 

on budget.  Due to the expected shortfall of wheat, this field will be sown with 

wheat and not the spring barley as planned.  The ban on neonicotinoids has had 

some effect on the beet with more virus in the crop than usual and although a 

different aphid I have been spraying the aphids in the emerged barley crop to 

prevent virus spread, which can cut yield by 40% if allowed to spread. 
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On a brighter side we have seen a pair of peregrine falcons hunting across the 

whole farm this Autumn.   And finally, I have ordered a new Class combine for 

next harvest and with a list price of £425,000 it had better be really good.  

Chris Ascroft 

The Day We Dropped a Clapper  

In my article in the summer edition of the Warbler titled “From Tree to Bell Stay”, 

I mentioned at the very end that the clapper had dropped off number 3 bell and 

was just about to be repaired at the bell manufactures in Loughborough.   Well 

just after writing the article the clapper was returned to us just in time to be re-

fitted a few days before ringing for our first local wedding of the summer.   We 

have now rung for several weddings this year and hopefully any local weddings 

next year may also wish the bells to be rung (I’m not really advertising!). 

So, what is the clapper and what’s its purpose?   

The clapper, which is made of wrought iron or 

steel, is pivoted below the crown of the bell and 

as it swings inside the bell, as shown in the 

picture, when the bell stops moving it strikes the 

soundbow of the bell and that’s when the bell 

makes a sound; so you can see the importance - 

no clapper no sound from the bell.   The clapper 

size varies depending on the size of the bell, they 

can obviously be very large and heavy; 

fortunately in our case number 3 bell is not too large, weighing around 260kg and 

the clapper weighed around 10kg, so no heavy lifting equipment was needed, just 

human power. 

In re-fitting the clapper we had the assistance of one of Taylor’s engineers (he’s 

the good looking one on the left of the picture and I’m in my 

white overalls).   Re-fitting the clapper was part of all six 

bells’ annual inspection which the church had organised.  

It’s unusual for a clapper to shear its central pin, but in this 

case I am informed the original manufacturing was suspect 

which ultimately led to the weakening of the bolt and thread 

holding the clapper in place. 

Since this repair we have only had one further instance when 

we broke, again, the stay on number 5 bell.   Fingers crossed 

I won’t be writing about any more breakages soon.   Don’t forget we are always 

on the lookout for suitable pieces of ash wood for making new bell stays.   Many 

thanks to Paul and Julia A’Court for letting us have ash tree trunks recently. 

Paul Lambton 
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Grand Opera at the Memorial Hall 

The St Nicholas Trust will be hosting 

a DVD presentation The World's favourite opera, 

Puccini's " La Boheme" at The Memorial Hall on 

Friday 7th February. 

We had intended to do this in November however 

there were some problems in communication with 

Art Haus Musik in Germany who have now kindly 

given us copyright performance exemptions for this. 

The performance is the famous 1977 presentation 

from The New York Met and features Pavarotti at 

his peak with Renata Scotto as the tragic Mimi.   

With the excellent audio visual facilities at The 

Memorial Hall this will be an evening to enjoy, but 

bring a handkerchief for the finale ! 

Book the date in your diaries and we'll be posting more details nearer the date. 

Tony Ryan 
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The Wilbrahams’ Film Club 
celebrates its first birthday! 

It hardly seems possible that it was just over 

a year ago the Club was formed. Since then, 

membership has grown steadily and the Club 

is enjoying a surge in popularity. Recently, it 

celebrated its first successful year with a 

party for all members before the film screening, and by all accounts a good time 

was had by all. The dictionary definitions of a party include ‘ a celebration’,  and 

‘an amusement’, but perhaps ‘a social gathering of invited guests for 

conversation, refreshments and entertainment’ sums up the evening nicely. 

However, it’s possible that ‘an occasion to enjoy oneself thoroughly and without 

restraint’ may also have been appropriate for those who enjoyed more than a few 

glasses of the free bubbly that was on offer!  

Members were treated to some delicious snacks, a glass of the aforementioned 

bubbly and the chance to win a year’s free membership. The committee were 

pleased that a large proportion of current members renewed their membership, and 

that also on the night, the Club acquired a few new members for the 2019/2020 

season.  

The last year has been an interesting one – we’ve 

tried hard to offer a good mix of films; some 

thought-provoking, some funny, some which 

seem to be universally popular, and some which 

divide opinions – this is of course to be expected, 

and we can’t hope to please everyone each month! 

But perhaps just as important is the sense of 

community which the Club is trying to nurture. 

Like other clubs and societies in our villages, the aim is to provide a friendly, 

welcoming and sociable experience for members who can meet for a chat and 

share an evening’s entertainment. In addition, the Club has supported a few other 

groups, providing a free film show for children and their parents/grandparents, as 

well as a special screening for the Over 60s club. More recently, the Club donated 

a case of 12 bottles of wine to the School PTA fundraising film night. And as 

more films are shown, the Club is also accumulating a collection of DVDs, which 

will be freely available for members to borrow at any time – perfect if a film night 

has been missed. Just email Paul Lambton to arrange collection (some films have 

been loaned by friends but many have been bought by the Club). 

In case further encouragement to join the Club is needed, Ian Davidson, president 

of the Australian Council of Film Societies has identified five key benefits of 

watching films - films help us learn; they can drive social change; they can help us 

to process difficult life lessons; they are a social experience, and they help us to 
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appreciate art. As he points out, ‘When we watch a film, we're not just being 

entertained; we're also admiring something beautiful; learning about the world 

and ourselves; connecting with communities; and contributing to positive social 

change. And it's all over and done with in two hours’! 

With this in mind, the film club committee are hoping for another successful year 

ahead with plenty of people renewing their membership, and hopefully a few 

more new faces joining. Future film choices include ‘Salmon Fishing in the 

Yemen’ on 28th December, ‘A Star is Born,’ on January 24th, and ‘Molly’s Game’ 

on 22nd February, so an interesting eclectic mix! Any other film suggestions will 

be very gratefully received. 

As always, all details about films and membership can be found on the villages’ 

website: http://www.wilbrahams.co.uk/information/wilbrahams-film-club 

Julia A’Court 

 

Frailty and Healthy Movement 

On 1st October the Well-brahams Group arranged for 

Matt and Sara Taylor to come to the village to give a 

very interesting and informative talk on The 5 Traits 

of Frailty and Healthy Movement.   There was 

also an opportunity to talk to Sara (an experienced 

physiotherapist) about 

any concerns and to have a brief bio-mechanical 

functionality assessment.   I think it’s fair to say 

that everyone who attended (around 40-50 

villagers and some from further afield), learnt a 

lot about what to do to avoid the potential of 

becoming frail.   Let’s all aim to keep as active 

and young as possible!  

Alison Hargreaves 

 

  

Wilbraham Boiler Services 
Plumbing and Heating 

Gas and Oil Servicing and Breakdown 
Boiler Replacements – Landlord Certificates 

General Plumber and Heating 
30 years experience – No jobs too Small 

Mark Taylor 
Call Now : 01223 812024 or 07906 691726 

http://www.wilbrahams.co.uk/information/wilbrahams-film-club
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The Wilbrahams’ Bridge 

Club 
 

We are not reduced to the desperation of the 

cartoon although the numbers can range from two 

to five tables.   Luckily if we need a fourth we are 

able to raid the table tennis club for someone which 

makes for a good atmosphere between everyone 

taking part in both clubs. 

We always welcome new members 

who are wanting to play and do feel 

able to come even if you don’t have 

a partner.   This is a relaxed bridge 

club where you can enjoy a game 

and improve your game by playing, 

while having an enjoyable evening. 

Di Raikes  raikswilb@btinternet.co 

Take Note of the Community Choir 

The Wilbrahams’ Community Choir rehearses every Thursday evening in term 

timefrom 8pm  until 9pm in the Memorial Hall.  Our very talented and energetic 

choir mistress, Gill Humphrey, works the choir hard for the hour, intermingled 

with lots of jollity. The choir is performing at the Christmas Carol services in 

Great and Little Wilbraham.  Then in the new year it’s all go for the annual 

concert in May.  You don’t need to be able to read music or have choral 

experience, just an enjoyment of music and being congenial.   Types of music 

include classical, popular, folk, shows, gospel and even providing backing for our 

local pop group, The Tofties.  It’s a social experience as well as some members 

retire to the bar at the Social Club after rehearsals and even gather on Thursdays 

when there is no choir.  Give them a try.   Some members have even taken to 

poetry as a sideline. 

On the 6th of October this year 

With fellow singers we all hold dear 

We attempted a gig 

Before celebratory swig 

And Gill’s pleasure was lovely to hear!  

Martin Gienke 

When we meet 
First Wednesday of the month 

Third Wednesday of the month 
Fifth Wednesday of the month 

At 7.30 pm 
In the Memorial Hall 

mailto:raikswilb@btinternet.co
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Getting to Know the Parishes  

I began work as the Parish Assistant for the benefice at the beginning of 

September, and now feel very much at home making my way around the 

Wilbrahams and between them and Fulbourn.   Morning prayer on a Wednesday 

at Great Wilbraham (‘Wee Worship’, as it is known, nodding to the Scottish roots 

of the Iona liturgy) is one of the highlights of my week.   Through autumn the 

mornings waxed more and more spectacular: mists of all textures seeped across 

the fens and the churchyard was drenched in dew, raked over by a low and 

increasingly wintry sun.   I try to do a little circuit of the green before we start, 

looking back at the honeyed tower where bees were threatening to swarm in the 

last weeks of summer, leaving the road noise behind and settling into the peaceful 

moment that is always refreshing itself around us.  

I’m conscious that I don’t yet know much of the countryside around the villages 

and I’d like to discover its field-edge paths and byways.   I’m also conscious that 

the people I’ve met in the last few months are only a small fraction of everyone 

who lives and works here.   But already I think I can see two villages which are 

doing their best to thrive and remain centres of community and warmth even 

whilst storm clouds gather elsewhere.   The autumn food and craft fair, the regular 

pattern of services, and the small unrecognised acts of neighbourliness: all this 

seems to knit the Wilbrahams together as places in which shared lives are made. 

As chaos develops all around me in Great Wilbraham’s ‘Wednesday Church’ 

services, I try to remember how remarkable it is that things like this happen at all: 

that our young children get chances to learn and eat and sing together outside of 

school, thinking about how to be loving neighbours to each other.   It is obvious 

that none of this happens without conscious effort, but it is also obvious that there 

are people here going above and beyond to make these things happen.  

Fundraising meetings, meetings planning services, myriad meetings I’m sure I’m 

not aware of two or three come together, and community begins to happen.  

In Fulbourn we’re trying to make more of Twelve, the wonderful shop and church 

centre which is such an asset for these parishes.   It seems important that, as lives 

become ever more tense and busy, we keep Twelve thriving as a hub of 

community and a quiet space for modelling a different way of living.   We’re 

hoping to stock a new range of ‘plastic-free’ products, such as refills of household 

cleaning liquids (laundry liquid, washing up liquid, shampoo) to help efforts to cut 

down on plastic waste: a small step towards reducing our contribution to the 

ecological and climate crises, but one which, we hope, might bring the community 

together in the process.   If you’d like to volunteer at Twelve or have any 

questions about the scheme, do get in touch.  

There’s always more we can do, of course: for the planet, for community, for each 

other. But the time I’ve spent in the Wilbrahams so far has helped me to be a little 
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less anxious about the urgency of all that.   Of course these things are urgent, of 

course there are busy days ahead - but there is also the easy grace of nature which 

surrounds and suffuses these villages and each of our lives, and there is beauty in 

the scarce winter light that spills across the grass.   Spring may be a long way off, 

but sometimes it’s good to remember that here and now, in our lives together, we 

have all we need to become lights shining in the darkness. 

Rob Hawkins, fwparishassistant@gmail.com 

 

A view from the garden 

As Winter begins, the garden slips into dormant mode.   A clear frosty morning 

brings a rich yellowy light onto the walls of buildings, and sends the last of the 

Autumn leaves scurrying down from trees and bushes onto wet pavements and 

lawns.   The landscape opens up in a completely new perspective.   Views 

lengthen and contours change as nature reveals a hidden under-storey, and it’s 

now that evergreens are more noticeable, proving shelter for small birds and 

winter hibernation for insects. 

Flocks of migrant fieldfares arrive from the north, 

scanning hedgerows and gardens for berries and fallen 

apples.   Intriguing to watch as they chatter noisily in 

groups of thirty or forty, they are easily spooked by the 

slightest disturbance.   

At last we’ve had some meaningful rain breaking the 

long dry spell that started nearly 18 months ago.  It will probably need a great deal 

more to recharge the underground aquifers and get deep into the subsoil.   The 

grass has started growing again quite strongly and looks better than most of the 

past year.   The only snag is that it’s now too wet to get out and cut it.   The same 

applies to digging over the vegetable beds to incorporate compost for next season.  

I just managed to plant the garlic and overwintering onions before the ground 

became too sticky, but have resorted to planting the broad beans in pots in the 

polytunnel in the hope of planting them out in the new year.   Clearance of runner-

bean haulms, squash, sweet corn and spent cosmos stems will add to the last 

compost heap. 

Where composting and manuring is needed I’ve spread it out over the plot and 

covered with a black porous membrane to keep the weeds down.   This should 

encourage the soil organisms to work their magic and I can dig over when 

conditions are right.   Also, I’ve added  another 1,000 litre water container to 

capture rainfall from the roof areas in the garden.   Last summer I ran out of stored 

rainwater, but seasons such as this may become normal as climate change brings 

us more extremes.   

Do what you can before Christmas.    Nigel Start 

mailto:fwparishassistant@gmail.com
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Cricket Results 

In my last report I left you all on tenterhooks. 

. .promotion was still possible.   Remember?   

Well, losing two of the last three matches did 

not help, but at least a glorious 9 wicket win 

against relegated Linton in our last match was 

a suitable ending to what has undoubtedly 

been a good season for Wilbrahams’ Cricket 

Club.   Our record was played 18, won 8, tied 

1, lost 7, cancelled 2.   We came 4th in CCA 

Junior 1 South with 223 points, 40 points (2 victories) short of the second 

promotion spot.   Even if we didn’t go up, we are definitely on the up. 

Better talent, better spirit and better availability were the three main reasons for a 

better season, and they all sparked off each other.   Only 21 players played this 

year (23 last year) and 9 of them played 10 matches or more.   Even though our 

early winning streak fizzled out, the team kept together and the game was played 

in an excellent spirit, with no “incidents”.   

At the well-attended end of season bash at the Hole-in- Wall, four awards were 

made.   Ollie Drake took the leading run-scorer with 469 (average 67), with two 

centuries and a 96 not out.   The evergreen Ronnie Cameron was again leading 

wicket-taker with 26, at an average of 14.58.   The Players Player award went to 

Ross Craig who scored 401 runs, took 17 wickets, held 7 catches, and was a 

stabilising influence throughout the season.   The closely fought Spirit of Cricket 

award correctly went to Will Oliver, who I hereby predict will have at least one 

great day next season.   Captain Charlie Moore should also take credit for the way 

he ran the side, and in particular the way he walked that tightrope between 

competitiveness on the one side and fun on the other.   

As ever there is always hard work behind success, and it would be remiss of me 

not to publicise the thanks given at that end of season bash.   First, many thanks to 

J & J Drake our sponsors who supplied splendid shirts commemorating John 

Drake who sadly died last year.  Thanks also to our loyal supporters, notably 

Barry Ward who was presented with his own tailored club shirt on the occasion of 

his 80th birthday.   Once again the tea ladies got promoted even if we didn’t and 

the Goryns presented us with a wicket which is the envy of the league.   The 

Social Club was always open, to our mutual benefit.   Above all we should be 

proud that in 2019 Wilbrahams’ Cricket Club did what it should do in our 

beautiful village.   It entertained the locals.  Wouldn’t it be nice if we could do 

that every week instead of every other week, maybe with some youngsters playing 

during the week?   Now that would be fun! 

Roddy Tippen  Chairman, Wilbrahams’ Sports Club 
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Country Music Evenings 

The Country Music Evenings at the Wilbraham’s 

Memorial Hall continue to be enjoyed by all who 

attend these evenings, and what has been a nice 

year of country music once again.   The 

September Country Night brought The Jeff 

Gallant Trio to entertain us and they sang many 

favourites as they always do when they come to 

see us.   We had the usual raffle plus the football 

card.   The end of the night came too quick as 

always. 

The October Country Night brought to Great Wilbraham Mr 

Dave Bryan from Yorkshire.   He was enjoyed by all, as he is 

every time he comes to The Memorial Hall creating a nice 

atmosphere.   My thanks to my sister Carole who works so 

hard toward The Country Nights especially these days owing 

to the fact  that I can’t do as much.   But I’m still active as 

compere and some certain jobs.   My thanks to all those that 

make themselves available on these nights to help clear up and 

set up if needed.   It is our aim to keep putting our village and 

hall on the map as long as we can. 2020 is our 35th year. 

Dates for the diary 2020 

Saturday January 18th John Doherty. 

Saturday February 15th  Warren Dewitt, 

Derek Fabb 

A little bit of doggerel 

It is a fact: dogs need to poo. 

Some use our pavements as their loo. 

But in the dim Autumnal twilight 

Some unsuspecting passer-by might 

Feel a squelch under their welly 

And find they’ve stepped in something smelly. 

No fun to put your foot right in it 

So do the right thing: 

BAG AND BIN IT! 

By Oscar and Bafta 
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 Carol singing 

We are nearly into December as I write this and 

the time for Carol singing is upon us.   Carol 

singing is a great way to spread the message of 

Christmas while we embrace the feel-good 

factor of singing.   What better way can there be to raise money for those who feel 

lost, unloved and unable to cope - especially if they are children? 

Carol singing door to door is a Christmas tradition that has been with us for 

hundreds of years and marks the start of the festive period.   This year is a little 

different and many of us may feel we have answered the doorbell more than 

enough.    So this year we will not be wandering the villages with accordion and 

voices as we have been doing for many years. 

This year the collection at the Christmas carol service in St Nicholas church will 

be in aid of The Children’s Society, raising funds to help the most vulnerable 

children across the country. 

Do come and join us on Tuesday 24th December in what promises to be a joyous 

occasion. 

Di Raikes 

Open Arms – Making connections 

There’s thought to be 50,000 people at risk of loneliness 

in Cambridgeshire, so chances are some of them live 

near you. With winter approaching, life may get lonelier; we all tend to stay 

indoors for longer.   For some people, ill health and bad weather may confine a 

greater number to their homes, the fear of falling in icy weather and darker nights 

mean they’re too nervous to go out.   Working neighbours may be out all day, so 

they’ll see few people during the week.  

Villages are great at keeping the community connected, though it’s easy to 

overlook the impact of seasons. In winter, timing events or meetings in daytime, 

or providing door to door transport, can help to prevent isolation.   Helping with 

shopping, especially bulkier items, gives an opportunity for a chat, or sharing a 

treat.  So, making connections, however small, can mean so much, whether it’s 

smiling, chatting at the checkout, catching up with friends by picking up the 

phone or contacting them through social media.   Keeping connected by knowing 

what is happening in your community gives a sense of belonging which improves 

wellbeing. 

The Open Arms project supports action against loneliness so if you have an idea 

that could help build connections in your community we can help you to make it 

happen. 

Please contact us on: 01954 211919   sarah.b@care-network.org.uk 

mailto:sarah.b@care-network.org.uk
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A14 bypass section open on December 9th  
a year ahead of schedule 

A 12-mile bypass to the south of Huntingdon in 

Cambridgeshire – part of the UK’s biggest road 

upgrade – will open to traffic on Monday 9 

December. 

The new bypass will run between Ellington and 

Swavesey and is part of a £1.5 billion project to 

upgrade 21 miles of the A14 between Cambridge 

and Huntingdon. 

Last month, the Government announced that the 

bypass would open to traffic in December, a full 

year ahead of schedule. Now Highways England 

is setting out how the road layout will change, and 

what drivers can expect on the new road. 

Highways England project director David Bray said: 

“Opening the Huntingdon Southern Bypass is a huge achievement in the delivery 

of this major road upgrade and I’d like to thank road users, residents and 

stakeholders for their patience and support during construction. Opening the new 

bypass will start to unlock many of the project’s benefits and, together with the 

upgraded section of the A1 between Alconbury and Buckden which opened earlier 

this year, means that the western section of the transformed A14 is essentially 

complete. Like any new road, it will take some time for drivers to get used to 

driving on it, especially when the junctions have a new layout, and some have 

been renumbered. Please drive safely and enjoy the new road.” 

From 9 December, when the new bypass opens to traffic, drivers travelling 

eastbound on the new bypass will still have to join a section of 40mph narrow 

lanes roadworks from the Swavesey junction, so should look out for the signs 

when they approach the area. 

The new A14 was designed with safety as the number one priority and its design 

is simple and intuitive. Variable mandatory speed limits will help to manage 

traffic to reduce congestion and ensure safety. As with any major road, the main 

things to remember are to keep left unless overtaking, not to drive under a Red X, 

stick within the speed limit and know what to do if you breakdown. A red roundel 

around a speed limit mean it is mandatory. 

Slow moving vehicles will be prohibited from the new bypass and will be directed 

to use alternative local access roads. Each junction has specific possible vehicle 

movements and it is not always possible to join or leave the new road in all 
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directions, to ensure that A14 traffic uses the most appropriate junction for its 

destination, avoiding smaller roads through local communities. 

The junction numbers on the A14 between Ellington and Bar Hill will change 

when the bypass opens, as there will be fewer junctions than on the old A14. New 

A14 junction numbers will be as follows: 

• New Ellington, junction 21 

• Brampton interchange, junction 22 

• Godmanchester and A1198, junction 23 

• Swavesey, junction 24 

• Bar Hill, junction 25 

All A14 junctions east of and including Girton, as well as the A1 junctions, will 

maintain their existing junction numbers. 

Work on the rest of the project, between Swavesey and Milton, continues and is 

on schedule to completed as planned by December 2020  

Angela Harrison 

 

Church Graffiti Protection 
from Witches 

Since 2010 a dedicated team of members of 

The Arts Society have been visiting St. 

Nicholas’ church regularly photographing 

and recording all the contents of the church 

including: memorials, metalwork, stonework, 

woodwork, textiles, paintings and windows.   

Something which fascinates me the most is 

the graffiti – much of it medieval including 

crusader pilgrimage crosses and concentric 

circles (often considered to be protection 

from evil or witches’ marks).   The resulting 

document is a mine of information; if you 

would like to view it please contact me. 

Lorna Carr (Churchwarden)  

 

 15D : (8) lord gambled with this convenience food 

13D : (4) sticky mixture loses pole; tasty spread  

4A : (6) fast food grub sent back to the queen 
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Christmas 

Christmas is coming around again. Of course, this will be my first Christmas with 

you as assistant curate; but, for all of us the year has nearly completed its allotted 

round.   That said, you're probably reading this in Advent. Christmas is not yet 

here.   We find ourselves in that part of the Church's year that is one of waiting for 

the coming of change.   In Advent, we once more look forward to the coming of 

God among us.   We look for the presence of God Almighty in the form of a weak 

and helpless baby.   We look for the one who will change all things in ways we 

cannot possibly imagine. 

Christmas is that time of such great importance in both the spiritual and civic 

calendars of our communities.   I am sure that by the time you are reading this, 

you'll already be sick and tired of hearing Slade on repeat in all the shops; by the 

time you are reading this, you'll be thinking about where to get those presents 

which must be got; by the time you are reading this, Christmas will loom large. 

For many of us, Christmas looms too large on our horizons: those of us for whom 

the season brings back difficult memories; those of us for whom Christmas is in 

that series of "firsts" of bereavement; those of us for whom Christmas is simply 

too much. 

Yet, the message and promise of the incarnation, that which is given to us in the 

birth of a baby boy in Palestine over two thousand years ago, is a message for the 

people who walk in darkness: be that of bereavement, trauma, illness or anything 

else that shadows our lives.   It is a message that rings clear down the ages.   It is a 

message of hope.   The yearly remembering and celebration of Christmas cries 

out: "Things do not have to stay this way.   Things will not stay this way." 

In the birth of Christ a great change came on the world. In each Christmas we are 

challenged to look afresh for the change that is most certainly coming. 

For those of us for whom Christmas is a great time of excitement, we are 

challenged to change our joy into joy and comfort for the world.   For those of us 

for whom Christmas is a difficult time, we are offered that message of comfort 

and peace. 

And, for all of us, should the run up to and keeping of Christmas get just too 

much: our village churches offer space and quietness during the day.   Step inside 

and take a moment to pause and reflect; to stop and listen.   The glory of the 

coming season of Christmas is our being near to our God who is not only in the 

fire, the wind and the earthquake, but also in that still, small voice of calm. 

Christmas marks the greatest change in human history - a change heralded by a 

baby.   May God bless you and comfort you this Advent and Christmas. 

 

Fr Miles Pateman 
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Church Repairs & Restoration Progress Report 

We are especially pleased to report that the internal South Wall Nave was 

completed in good time for several August weddings. 

A much bigger job, the re-rendering of the 

walls of the North Transept has begun now 

that the swifts have migrated.   The old 

rendering has been removed and we are 

waiting for a prolonged dry spell to re-

render    Some people have asked why the 

walls cannot be left in their current un-

rendered state because they look rather 

good from a distance, but, unfortunately, 

they are in such a poor condition that the 

three walls must be protected by rendering. 

The clock continues to cause problems and 

Harwards, the specialist repairers, have had 

to work some more magic. 

Damp inside the church also continues to be a problem and the construction of a 

french drain has been proposed.   This requires the removal of the soil resting 

against the Church’s outside walls above floor level and digging a ditch all the 

way round.   This will be a sizeable project since in addition to the construction, 

surveyors and archaeologists are also involved. 

Heating is another major project being assessed.   In November 2012 a consultant 

estimated the cost at about £50,000. Prof Ron Burge, who lives in Great 

Wilbraham managed the installation of the heating in St John’s Little Wilbraham 

and is now helping us to look at options for St Nicholas’.   We have received 

quotations for both propane and electrical systems, the latter provisional on a 

sufficient electricity supply.   We are also looking at the possibility of a ground 

sourced heat pump system.  

John Beadsmoore 
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Women’s Institute  WI 

The Wilbrahams’ WI held our first Open Meeting in September, which was an 

opportunity for anybody to attend – men included!! 

Our guest speaker was Eva Clarke, who gave an incredible talk on her experience 

of her family’s survival of the Holocaust.   We had 60 people attend and all agreed 

it was an evening to remember.   At the end of the talk, Eva signed copies of a 

book telling her story and that of others who survived the Holocaust. 

A huge thanks must go to Steve Drake of J and J Drake Ltd who very generously 

sponsored the evening which was greatly appreciated. 

Our October meeting was to be a talk by Boxworth Botanicals, but unfortunately 

with a few hours to go before the evening, the speaker had to cancel due to a 

family emergency.   Never fear, the WI are a resourceful bunch and our Treasurer 

and ‘Craft Queen’, Emily, came to the rescue and had everyone making and 

baking cookies which were delicious!! 

The November meeting saw Emily lead us through an evening of Christmas card 

making and we all left with a handful of very individual cards to delight friends 

and families. 

Our meeting on December 3rd will be our Christmas Social – this will be a lovely 

evening of Christmas food, drink and fun quiz.   All are most welcome to attend. 

Planning for next year is almost complete and so far, we have activities booked 

such as a floristry demonstration, guest speakers, summer supper, craft nights and 

a trip to Burwell Windmill to name but a few.   As always, we would love to see 

new faces at our meetings.   If you would like any information about who we are 

and what we do then feel free to contact me - giffordlisa@outlook.com 

Lisa Gifford, President Wilbrahams’ WI 

The Wilbrahams’ Collection 
An exciting new initiative in 2020 for our local artists. 

To help liven up those dark wet days of February eight talented local artists will 

be exhibiting their work in the Wilbrahams’ Memorial Hall on Saturday the 22nd 

of February 2020.   For this innovative, inaugural event the hall will be set up as 

an art gallery. Artwork displayed will include watercolours, sculpture, 

photography, poetry, quilting and jewellery.   Entry will be a gold coin and 

proceeds will go towards the Memorial Hall.   Refreshments will be available for 

a donation so put a place holder in your calendar to visit our new gallery between 

11am and 5pm.   We are really looking forward to showcasing the work of our 

local artists so look out for more details in the next few weeks. 

The Wilbrahams’ Collection Team   Enquires: ydocalan@gmail.com 

mailto:giffordlisa@outlook.com
mailto:ydocalan@gmail.com
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Six Mile Bottom Sports and Social Club 

Latest News: 

The committee would like to wish everyone a happy Christmas and prosperous 

New Year. 

The ladies group’s Christmas party is on 18th December.   As of writing the group 

has nothing booked  for the new year, but please keep your eyes on the board for 

any updates. 

The McMillan coffee morning on 29th September was a great success.   We raised 

£537 for the charity and would like to say a big thank you to all those involved, 

and to Club members and the local community who contributed.   Cheryl 

Franklin’s charity shave on the 28th September raised £540 for McMillan, and we 

also raised a further £110 at Brian and Sandra’s golden wedding anniversary 

party.   So a big thank you to everyone. 

Sunday bingo will be held as usual on both the 22nd and 29th December. 

Information: 

A reminder that we have a mobile post office here at the Club on Thursdays.  

Another reminder to everyone that the Club is available for hire to all Club 

members FREE OF CHARGE for parties, functions etc.   SO PLEASE SPREAD 

THE WORD. Non members would not be charged but would be asked to make a 

donation to Club funds.   Please see any committee member for further details. 

What’s on: Please look at the notice board nearer the time for more details, 

especially the ‘theme’ and ‘food’ nights. 

Saturday 7 December Pauline’s charity bingo night in aid of Arthur Rank. 

Saturday 14 December  Our big annual Xmas draw. 

Xmas Eve Club open in the evening. 

Saturday 28 December Play Your Cards Right night. 

New Year’s Eve  Party night. Please see the notice board nearer the time. 

Saturday 11 January Roger’s quiz night with food. 

Saturday 18 January ‘Mr and Mrs Quiz’ night with food. 

Saturday 25 January Film night. Please see the notice board nearer the time. 

Saturday 8 February Play Your Cards Right night. 

Saturday 15 February Geoff’s quiz night with food 

Saturday 29 February Members’ night. Please see notice board nearer the time. 

Opening times and on-going events: 

Sunday Club/bar open at midday until 9pm. Bingo in the 

 evening with a 7.45 start. 

Monday Club is shut. 

Tuesday  Club/bar is shut unless we have a home darts match, 

 details to which should be on the notice board. 
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Wednesday  Club/bar is only open for Women’s Friendship Group. 

Thursday Club is open, but not bar, at 2pm for Post Office. 

Friday and Saturday  Club/bar open at 8pm. 

Geoff Woods 

St John’s Players next Production 

St John's Players' next production is Alan Ayckbourn's popular time-travelling 

comedy thriller, Communicating Doors.   

Poopay, a London-based sex therapist from the future, stumbles into a murder plot 

that sends her, compliments of a unique set of hotel doors, travelling back in 

time. She, and two women who were murdered 20 and 40 years previously, race 

back and forth in time trying to rewrite history and prevent their violent ends.  

Communicating Doors runs from February 19th to 22nd at Townley Hall, 

Fulbourn (curtains 7:30 each evening). Tickets are £8 (£7 concessions) plus 

booking fee, available 

from https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/booking/venueplan/oXijpKvzMYBV 

Neil Cole 

7D,22D : (6,5) kettles fail to cook to order  22D : SEE7D 

26A : (5) off the old block?   11A : (4) crazy food? 

 

   

Bottisham Village College Adult Learning 
Our full range of evening courses for January 2020 is now available on 

our website:  www.bottishamvc.org/adultlearning 
New Courses Include:  

Design your Own Garden : Italian Spring on the Table (Cookery) 
Patchwork and Quilting (Mornings) : Practical Woodwork and DIY for Beginners 

Stained Glass : Tango Salon Dancing – Beginners 
Creating Glass Jewellery (March start)  

Vegetarian Indian Cookery (February start)  

Saturday Workshops on 29th February include: 
Cook with Your Kids : Digital Desktop Photography (Still Life) 

Glass Bracelets, Rings and Brooches : Stained Glass Colourful Suncatchers 
Plant Propagation Workshop : Vegetarian Indian Delights (Cookery) 

If you would like us to provide a course which is not offered, or you have 
skills you would like to teach to adults, please let us know. 

Tel: 01223 811372  email: adultlearning@bottishamvc.orgFacebook: 
BottishamAdultCommunityLearning or Twitter: @CommunityEdBott 

 

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/booking/venueplan/oXijpKvzMYBV
mailto:adultlearning@bottishamvc.org
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Co-op Local Community Fund supports 
the Well-brahams Group! 

The Well-brahams Mental Health & Well-being Group has been chosen to benefit 

from the Co-op Local Community Fund over the course of the next year! 

We’ll be relying on Co-op members to help raise funds.   When members buy 

selected products or services from the Co-op they earn a 5% reward for 

themselves, with a further 1% for local causes like ours.   

If you’re already a Co-op member, visit www.coop.co.uk/membership and choose 

the Well-brahams Mental Health & Well-being Group as your cause to support.  

You can see how much has been raised every time you log in.   If you’re not a 

member, you can ask to join at the Fulbourn store or online at www.coop.co.uk.   

It costs just £1 to join.   This funding opportunity is great news, but it gives us 

some mixed feelings because we really want our local residents to shop at Great 

Wilbraham Post Office and stores/Six Mile Bottom Spar as much as they can.   So 

do make the Co-op your second “port-of-call”! 

The Co-op likes to support organisations that make a difference in their local 

communities by protecting & improving community spaces, helping people reach 

their potential by developing their skills, or promoting health and well-being. 

We hope enough funds can be raised to create community herb gardens and 

flower borders around our villages for the benefit and enjoyment of all.   We’d 

like to bring neighbours and community groups together to help plant and 

maintain these areas.   Look out for posters and articles on the Wilbrahams’ 

website and social media over the coming months to see how you can get 

involved.   For more information about our group, 

visit www.thewell-brahams.weebly.com    Sarah Fordham 

 

Knitted Stocking Appeal 

The Arthur Rank Hospice is asking the local 

community to make as many little knitted 

stockings as possible. And if you’re not a dab 

hand at knitting, you can still help - because they 

also need small ’fun size’ chocolate bars to pop 

inside the stockings. The stockings and chocolate bars will then be sold together 

as little festive treats across the Christmas period, raising funds for the Charity!  

If you would like to help, you can either drop knitted stockings or chocolates to 

the Reception team at the Shelford Bottom based Hospice or call the community 

fundraising team on 01223 675888 or emailing fundraising@arhc.org.uk.  A 

pattern for the stockings is also available – just get in touch! 

http://www.thewell-brahams.weebly.com/
mailto:fundraising@arhc.org.uk
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The Big Conversation  

Get involved in about how we shape our NHS 

Local residents are being encouraged to have their say on the future of local NHS 

services as part of The Big Conversation. 

Funding for healthcare across Cambridgeshire and Peterborough is under pressure. 

More people are using NHS services locally, and resources are limited.   At the 

moment, the local NHS is buying more than it can afford which means that some 

difficult decisions need to be made about the services it can afford to provide in 

the future.  

The Big Conversation has been created to help Cambridgeshire and Peterborough 

Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG), who buy the healthcare services in the 

local area, to understand what is most important to the local community.  

Feedback received will be used to create a set of principles that will inform our 

future plans and help shape our local NHS.   Local residents can give their 

feedback by attending one of the events taking place across Cambridgeshire and 

Peterborough during October and November.    For more information and/or  

complete a short survey online at https://bit.ly/NHSBigConversation 

We also have some posts/tweets on the toolkit page on our website 

here:https://www.cambridgeshireandpeterboroughccg.nhs.uk/get-involved/the-
big-conversation/big-conversation-toolkit/ 

 

Cambridgeshire Libraries 

The Reading Agency is 

running a ‘Pugs of the 

Frozen North’ themed 

Winter Mini Reading 

Challenge, based on the 

books by Philip Reeve and 

Sarah McIntyre, with fun 

characters including Snow 

Trolls and spaghetti-eating 

Yetis! 

The Challenge starts on Monday 2 December and finishes on Monday 13 January. 

Children read 3 books of their choice to unlock online rewards.   There will be fun 

activities, quizzes and reading recommendations on the website too. 

Pop down to your local library to pick up your free reading record, activity sheets 

and certificate – and to borrow your books of course! 

 

https://bit.ly/NHSBigConversation
https://www.cambridgeshireandpeterboroughccg.nhs.uk/get-involved/the-big-conversation/big-conversation-toolkit/
https://www.cambridgeshireandpeterboroughccg.nhs.uk/get-involved/the-big-conversation/big-conversation-toolkit/
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Emma’s Dogs 
Thought it might be nice to share my poems about Molly and to let everyone 

know she is getting really well.   We have been working on recall and I am now 

able to let her off the lead (although I have bought a tracker just in case!)  

Emma Gant 

The more original one that I wrote 

properly myself: 

Molly Malone (Well, Gant really) 

In Wilbraham's fair lanes, 

Where the dogs are so vain, 

I first set my eyes on sweet Molly Malone, 

My daughter had found her 

Alone, with no owner, 

Sweet doggy, white doggy, alive alive oh 

Alive Alive oh 

Alive Alive oh 

Sweet doggy, white doggy, alive alive oh 

She was a hare courser 

and no one could catch her 

but I lost my heart to sweet Molly Malone 

She ran through the street 

On feather feet 

My Molly, sweet Molly Alive alive oh 

Alive Alive oh 

Alive Alive oh 

She's lucky, My Molly to be Alive Alive oh 

Now we have chipped her 

And no one can steal her 

So she is all ours, sweet Molly Malone 

We've trained her up good 

So she runs through the wood 

And comes back to us happy, alive alive oh 

 

Alive Alive oh 

Alive Alive oh 

And comes back to happy, alive alive oh 

 

Spirit 

Where did you come from little 

white dog 

You have the power to clear this fog 

You are a sign in a serious storm 

Should  I take heed of your shadow 

and form? 

Were you a friend in a previous life? 

One who has seen all my trouble and 

strife? 

You with your dark eyes shining so 

bright 

You have entered my life and turned 

on the light. 

 

17D : (8) initially fix nuts, fig to fill a space 

28A : (6) captain dropping south provides fish 

23A : (5) biscuit from iron in conflict 
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FOOD 

John Bramwell  

All answers are associated with food.   A selection of clues is shown below, and the 

remaining clues are scattered in the magazine in boxes for you to find.   The solution 

will be put on the website at the end of December. 

9A,24D : (6,5) shredded tap root is to become tasty vegetable           24D : SEE 9A 

21A : (8) mixed as a guess and enjoyed for breakfast, lunch or dinner 
4D : (5,3,4) a gong can be the first sign for this breakfast favourite 

3D : (5) high pitched shout loses initial direction, goes well with 21D 

21D : (5) Charlie with nose finds this tasty snack 

20D : (7) Italian favourite dip in the middle of a minor road 

14A : (5,2,5) hot snack results from taste ban soon  

5D : (7) its root makes popular Italian dish 

12A,19A : (4,10) footwear for cattle?            19A : SEE12A 
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List of Advertisers 

Advertiser      Page 

Andy’s Fulbourn Garage     38 

Beaumont Butchers      26 

Bottisham Sports Centre     54 

Chapel Dental        20 

ColourFence Cambridge     60 

David Sooty Sadler        8 

Equilibrium       12 

Ernest Doe       50 

Essential Health       30 

Fulbourn Feline Services     12 

Fisher Carpets       38 

J & J Drake       20 

My Village Handyman      35 

PRE Heating Services      58 

Rothwells         8 

Total Turfcare       64 

Touch of Grass       44 

Tutor          8 

Wheelie Fresh Bins        8 

Wilbraham Boiler Services     46 

 

Disclaimer 

While every care is taken in preparing the content of this magazine, the editors disclaim 

all warranties, expressed or implied, as to the accuracy of the information in any of the 

content. It also (to the extent permitted by law) shall not be liable for any losses or 

damages arising from the use of, or reliance on, the information in the form of articles, 

letters or adverts within the magazine. The adverts are provided for convenience only. 

We do not sponsor, endorse or otherwise approve of any information or statements 

appearing in the magazine. The editors are not responsible for the availability of, or the 

content located on or through, any advert. 

Advertise in the Wilbrahams’ Warbler 
4 issues per year : March June September December 

Over 500 copies distributed to 

Great Wilbraham, Little Wilbraham and Six Mile Bottom 

Rates per issue 

Full page £43.00, Half page £27.00, Quarter page £16.00 
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Community Group Contact Details 

Great Wilbraham Common Rights                 Steve Bartlett 881096 

       stephen.bartlett@mindworks.ltd.uk 

Great Wilbraham Guild of Change Ringers   Peter Sims 

       ptrs28@googlemail.com 

Great Wilbraham Primary School        Office: 880408 

Great Wilbraham Oil Syndicate         Chris Gurney 

       chris.gurney@tylers.net 

Little Wilbraham Oil Syndicate         Sue Lee, lwoilgroup@gmail.com 

GW Primary School PTFA Eleanor Laws 

eleanorlws@gmail.com 

Six Mile Bottom Sports & Social Club G. Wood, geoffwdy@aol.com 

Volunteer Group          Pat Simpson pas49@cam.ac.uk  

Weenie Warblers Mother & Toddler Group   Sarah Fordham, 880698 

The Well-brahams          www.thewell-brahams.weebly.com 

            well.brahams@gmail.com 

Wilbrahams’ Bridge Club         Di Raikes, 881065 

Wibrahams’ Community Choir         Gill Humphrey 811436 

Wilbraham’ Gardening Club         Jackie Beadsmoore, 880889 

Wilbrahams’ Memorial Hall         Shirley Morley, 880723 

Wilbrahams’ Scrabble          The Harmers, 880934 

Wilbrahams’ Sports Club         Roddy Tippen 880728 

Wilbrahams’ Warbler Editors 
John Bramwell 

83 High Street, Little Wilbraham, Cambridge CB21 5JY; 01223812426 

Martin A. Gienke 

Iceni Cottage, 46 Church Street, Great Wilbraham, Cambridge CB21 5JQ; 01223882426 

John Torode 

7 High Street, Little Wilbraham, Cambridge CB21 5JY; 01223812059; 07886103132 

Deadline for the Spring edition of the Warbler is 

Monday 10 February 2020 
Email contributions or adverts to; 

bramwell@globalnet.co.uk 

martin@gienke.net  

johnboy_torode@hotmail.com> 

Hand-written or typed contributions can be handed in or posted to the editors. 

mailto:stephen.bartlett@mindworks.ltd.uk
mailto:ptrs28@googlemail.com
mailto:chris.gurney@tylers.net
mailto:lwoilgroup@gmail.com
mailto:eleanorlws@gmail.com
mailto:geoffwdy@aol.com
mailto:pas49@cam.ac.uk
http://www.thewell-brahams.weebly.com/
mailto:%09%09%09%09%09%20%20%20%20%20%20%20well.brahams@gmail.com
mailto:bramwell@globalnet.co.uk
mailto:martin@gienke.net
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Bus Service 3 
Stetchworth - Cambridge 

Monday-Friday Saturday 

am pm am pm 

Stetchworth, High Street 07.02 19.15 07.12 19.15 

Dullingham 07.05 19.11 07.15 19.11 

Six Mile Bottom, London Road 07.14 19.03 07.24 19.03 

Little Wilbraham, Manor Close 07.19 18.57 07.29 18.57 

Great Wilbraham, Carpenters Arms 07.22 18.53 07.32 18.53 

Fulbourn, Six Bells 07.32 18.42 07.42 18.42 

Fulbourn, Bakers Arms 07.39 18.38 07.49 18.38 

Teversham, Ferndale 07.44 18.36 07.54 18.36 

Teversham, Marshall’s Close 07.46 18.34 07.56 18.34 

Cherry Hinton Tesco 07.57 18.28 08.07 18.28 

Cherry Hinton Robin Hood 08.00 18.22 08.10 18.25 

Cherry Hinton Road The Rock 08.07 18.20 08.17 18.20 

Cambridge Rail Station stop 6 08.15 18.15 08.25 18.15 

City Centre St Andrews Street S1 08.25 18.05 08.35 18.05 

Newmarket Road, Napier St 08.32 17.57 08.42 17.57 

Newmarket Road Ditton Walk 08.37 17.52 08.47 17.52 
 

Bus Service 18 

Tuesday & Friday 

Lt. Wilbraham 
to 

Newmarket 

Newmarket 
to 

Lt. Wilbraham 

Little Wilbraham, Manor Close 09.30 14.30 

Great Wilbraham, Church St. 09.35 14.25 

Fulbourn, Six Bells 09.40 14.20 

Fulbourn, Bakers Arms 09.45 14.15 

Teversham, Ferndale 09.47 14.13 

Teversham, Marshall’s Close 09.50 14.10 

Newmarket Road, Park & Ride 09.55 14.05 

Newmarket Road, Park & Ride 10.00 14.00 

Teversham, Marshall’s Close 10.05 13.55 

Teversham, Ferndale 10.08 13.52 

Fulbourn, Bakers Arms 10.10 13.50 

Fulbourn, Six Bells 10.15 13.45 

Great Wilbraham, Church St. 10.20 13.40 

Little Wilbraham, Manor Close 10.25 13.35 

Six Mile Bottom, Tree Tops 10.30 13.30 

Newmarket, Guineas Bus Station 10.45 13.15 
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