
District Councillor report to Parish Council January 2020 
 
 
New acting Police and Crime Commissioner appointed 
 
Following the resignation of Police and Crime Commissioner Jason Ablewhite, members of 
the Police and Crime panel have appointed Mr Bisby into the role which will see him in post 
until the PCC election is held in May 2020.  Mr Bisby said of the role “I see my role over the 
next five months as one of good stewardship, continuing to be the voice of the public and 
progressing the aims of the Police and Crime Plan.  It is an honour to take on the role and I 
look forward to continuing to work with Cambridgeshire Constabulary and partners to make 
our communities as safe as possible”.   
 
Countrywide Scams Partnership 
 
Members of the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Against Scams Partnership (CAPASP) 
met in Huntingdon in December to mark their first anniversary.  CAPASP is made up of 
around 20 local partners comprising of Citizens Advice, Age UK, Cambridgeshire County 
Council, the Police and Crime Commissioner and many more.  All the groups and 
organisations involved pool resources, activities, initiatives and ideas to help prevent people 
becoming a victim of fraud and give support to those that have been a victim of fraud.  It 
was estimated that Cambridgeshire lost over £15 million to cyber-crime so this crime will 
have no doubt affected people in the Fen Ditton and Fulbourn ward.  Scammers are often 
organised and predatory operating not only out of the UK but globally often targeting the 
most vulnerable in society.  CAPASP has delivered workshops to more than 40 businesses 
advising on how to protect against crime such as ransomware, invoice fraud and data theft, 
it is also been out in the community across Cambridgeshire raising awareness, providing 
advice and signposting to prevent people becoming a victim of crime.   
 
If parish councillors want to signpost residents to more information please go to 
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/against-scams.  I have copied the section of useful steps from 
the website that parish councillors could do to help protect other residents locally and 
provided you with a statement from the Acting Police and Crime Commissioner.   
 

Will you take 5 simple steps to protect residents from the financial and emotional harm 
caused by scams? 

1. Print and display scams awareness posters on local noticeboards and in key locations such as 
your village or town hall, schools, churches, pubs and post office. 

2. Become a ‘Friend Against Scams’ by completing the 20 minute ‘express’ online training 
at www.friendsagainstscams.org.uk/elearning/Cambridgeshire  

3. Promote the easy online Friends Against Scams training across your community. You could 
include the link on your community Facebook page, in your local newsletters and on slips of 
paper handed out at coffee mornings! 

http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/against-scams
http://www.friendsagainstscams.org.uk/elearning/Cambridgeshire


4. Identify a local SCAM champion or champions to spread the word on how to spot a scam. 
This could include having a display of information, running a Friends Against Scams training 
session, holding a drop-in advice session or anything else that you can think of. 

5. Distribute scams awareness materials to the most vulnerable members of your community 
and those who cannot access the internet. Perhaps your group members could hand deliver 
leaflets, hand out information at coffee mornings or give it to the organisers of other local 
community groups and local churches to share with their members. 

 
Acting Police and Crime Commissioner, Ray Bisby, said: 

“Anyone regardless of age, gender, education or economic background can find themselves 
a victim of a scam. I am delighted to be working with CAPASP to stamp this scourge out of 
our county and am pleased to see the progress made in the first year. 

“The partnership has been providing awareness training to scam awareness supporters in 
neighbourhoods across our county who in turn can support their local residents. Since it was 
launched last year, CAPASP have increased the number of organisations participating, 
demonstrating we have strength in numbers when it comes to stopping scams in 
Cambridgeshire.” 

 

Cambridge South Consultation 

There will be a public consultation early in 2020 on proposals for a new railway station for 
Cambridge South.  The new station is proposed to be built near the growing biomedical 
campus to improve links for residents neighbouring the biomedical campus, staff 
commuting to the site, patients and their visitors.  As I have discussed in previous reports, 
the biomedical campus is a growing site with huge global potential and it now has the Royal 
Papworth Hospital up and running on site.  I have always been a supporter of Cambridge 
South and will continue to shout about the benefits that I believe Cambridge South would 
bring to the site.  As a member of staff at Addenbrookes Hospital, it could be argued that I 
am bias in favour of this proposal but equally I know both staff and my patients have 
discussed this issue with me and the benefits it would bring. I hope parish councillors will 
engage with the consultation.  I have copied the consultation dates off the Combined 
Authority website so parish councillors have notice of events.   

 

 

 

 

 



The public consultation begins on 20 January 2020 with consultation events planned 
to take place at various local venues on the following dates: 

  

Monday 20 January 4pm-8pm The University Centre (Hicks Room) 

Granta Place, Cambridge, CB2 1RU 

  

Tuesday 21 January 5pm-9pm Long Road Sixth Form College 

Long Road, Cambridge, CB2 8PX 

  

Wednesday 22 January 9am-1pm Royal Papworth Hospital 

Papworth Road, Cambridge Biomedical Campus, 
Cambridge, CB2 0AY 

  

Thursday 23 January 4pm-8pm Netherhall School 

Queen Edith’s Way, Cambridge, CB1 8NN 

  

Friday 24 January 10am-2pm Trumpington Pavilion 

King George V Playing Field, Paget Road, 
Trumpington, CB2 9JF 

  

Saturday 25 January 10am-2pm Shelford Rugby Club 

The Davey Field, Cambridge Road, Great Shelford, 
CB22 5JU 

  



Tuesday 28 January 3:30pm–7:30pm Little Shelford Memorial Hall 

9 Church Street, Little Shelford, CB22 5HG 

  

Wednesday 29 January 4pm-8pm Grantchester Village Hall 

Vicarage Drive, Grantchester, Cambridge, CB3 9NG 

  

Thursday 30 January 1pm-5pm Stapleford Jubilee Pavilion 

Stapleford Recreation Ground, Off Haverhill Road, 
Stapleford, CB22 5BX 

  

 

The public consultation will last for approximately eight weeks during which the public 
will be able to attend the events and/or submit their comments to Network Rail via an 
online survey. The consultation will close on 2 March 2020. 

 

Summit to bring together mobile phone coverage 

The Mayor James Palmer recently held a summit bringing together mobile UK, EE, O2, Three 
and Vodafone with business leaders and local councillors to find ways to improve mobile 
connectivity in some of the areas worst rural and town centre notspots.  The Combined 
Authority of which SCDC is a part of will be pushing the issue of poor coverage and doing 
everything it can to address this problem.  Local Councils, officers and planners discussed 
how they would better work together to find solutions to get better coverage.  Tackling 
poor mobile coverage is part of the Digital Connectivity Strategy which is delivered through 
the Connecting Cambridgeshire Program.  Following local surveys and the latest Ofcom data 
a list of the top 20 notspots and poor coverage locations has been identified.  As we know in 
the Fen Ditton and Fulbourn ward good mobile coverage isn’t a luxury for our residents, it is 
becoming an everyday necessity whether it is booking a Drs appointment, banking, finding 
out when the next bus will be arriving or accessing information on welfare etc, our residents 
are becoming more and more reliant on mobile coverage.  Clearly there are huge benefits to 
business with improved mobile coverage.  Below I have listed the top 20 priority locations 
where improvements in Cambridgeshire and Peterborough area need to be made.  You will 
see a number of them are in South Cambridgeshire and a number of them neighbour the 
Fen Ditton and Fulbourn ward.   



1. Whittlesey 
2. Waresley & Gamlingay 
3. St Ives Town Centre 
4. Soham Town Centre 
5. Ramsey & roads incl. B1093 to Upton 
6. Parsons Drove & surrounding roads. 
7. Old Weston & surrounding roads 
8. March - Station 
9. Manea  & roads near B1093 
10. Littleport Town Centre & Station 
11. Kirtling & surrounding roads 
12. Hinxton - Wellcome Genome Campus 
13. Hardwick & roads near Madingley, Dry Drayton & Girton 
14. Ely Cathedral & City Centre 
15. Chatteris 
16. Cambridge Station 
17. Bartlow -  roads and area near Bartlow, Horseheath, West Wickham, Balsham 
18. Barnack - roads and surrounding area 
19. Babraham – roads and villages near A11/ A505 
20. Alconbury Weald – new homes and Enterprise Zone 

 

Emerging Local Plan update 
 
Councillors have been to a number of consultation events to discuss the emerging Local 
Plan.  This has been done in conjunction with City Councillors as the new Local Plan will 
be a joint plan between the two authorities.  The stakeholder workshops covered a 
whole range of issues including: 
 

• Climate change 

• Biodiversity and green spaces 

• Wellbeing 

• Infrastructure 

• Homes / new settlement design 

• Jobs 
 
The first conversation and wider consultation was due to start in November but because 
of the General Election and the festive period the consultation has been delayed until 
the 13th January and will run for a six-week period.  As I have reported on previously, the 
Council has gone out to a call for sites so that sites will come forward for new housing 
development across the district and the city and the administration will need to consider 
which of these sites may or may not be appropriate for the emerging Local Plan.  The 
information surrounding which sites have come forward is commercially sensitive but 
often land owners will make public their intent.  Examples of this in the Fen Ditton and 
Fulbourn ward are Marshalls airport site and land owned by Hill on Balsham Road in 
Fulbourn.  It is estimated that the emerging Local Plan will take around four years to 
complete with the following timetable: 

2019 = call for sites, stakeholder workshops, gathering evidence base 
Early 2020 = issues and options public consultation  
Late 2020 = draft plan starts 
Mid 2021 = pre-submission consultation of that draft plan  
2022 = submission for public examination 



2023 = public examination 
2023/24 = examination complete thus plan adopted 

 
The two Council’s current Local Plans which were given final approval in 2018 set out 
already how the two areas will be developed until 2031.  This plan already includes 
33,500 new homes planned for and around 44,000 new jobs to be created.  The new 
emerging Local Plan will be looking beyond 2031 into the 2040’s.   
 
Given the importance of this process a new website is being created to help people to 
get involved with the Local Plan process more easily but currently information can be 
found on the SCDC website by searching Greater Cambridge Plan.   
 
Combined authority approves independent commission on climate change 
 
The Mayor James Palmer has received full backing from the Combined Authority board 
to set up and independent commission on climate change.  The aim of this new 
commission will be to make expert recommendations on how to mitigate climate change 
and de-carbonise within the context of the ambition to see rising prosperity shared 
across the Combined Authority area.  The commission will provide authoritative and 
joined up recommendations on options and solutions available for this area.  The 
commission will need to report within 12 months and identify threats and opportunities 
coming up with suggested actions and solutions.  The commission will aim to link up 
central government, regulatory bodies, multi-national businesses, local decision makers 
and residents who can help the area meet its zero-carbon ambition.  A chairman and 
members have been appointed for this commission and a budget of £125,000 to support 
its work.  The commission will focus on the following: 

• taking stock of the area’s carbon footprint and progress towards reducing it; 
• recommending specific targets, where possible based on the science; 
• recommending micro level actions and ways of empowering individuals and 

firms to carry them out; 
• recommending macro level actions; 
• making recommendations about agriculture; 
• assessing and making recommendations about the risks and opportunities 

of climate change for the Fens; 
• examining the potential of the hydrogen economy; 
• assessing the implications of climate change for natural capital. 

 
 
Greater Cambridge Shared Waste boss will be president of industry body 
 
Trevor Nicoll (Head of Greater Cambridgeshire Shared Waste service) was made the 
104th President of the Chartered Institute of Waste Management (CIWM) at Downing 
College in Cambridge on the 12th November.  The CIWM’s mission is to influence, 
inform and inspire the sustainable management of resources and waste.  The body has 
more than 5,500 members who work within the waste management sector and is highly 
respected.  I have always found Trevor Nicholl to be an excellent officer who has been 
dedicated and passionate regarding his role.  He has always been forthcoming with 
information and advice for residents and myself in the Fen Ditton and Fulbourn ward.  I 
can only imagine that his position at the CIWM will benefit us locally.  I have copied and 
pasted below a statement from Trevor Nicholls for your information.   
 



Trevor said: “More and more people want to do what they can to reduce, reuse and 
recycle and this is a unique opportunity to work towards this aim, which is shared by 
people in Greater Cambridge and across the country. I’m particularly keen on helping 
residents to cut down on the amount of waste they create – even before they think about 
recycling what’s left. We need to be thinking about this even before we reach the 
checkouts. Whether it’s choosing a product without packaging or making sure we only 
buy the food we need, we can all do our bit to look after the environment wherever we 
are. I’m proud to be taking on this prestigious role and am looking forward to sharing my 
experiences from Greater Cambridge to colleagues nationally and to learn from them. 
Environmental issues are never far from the news and we all need to take advantage of 
this increased public awareness to take better care of our planet, whether it’s producing 
less waste, preventing fly-tipping or improving recycling systems. 

“The resources and waste sector currently employs a direct workforce of over 150,000, 
and by 2030 this could have grown to over 600,000 jobs in wider circular economy. This 
means we need to attract and retain people with a wide range of skills from engineering 
to product design and from behaviour change to logistics and transport. As part of my 
inauguration I am delighted to release a new careers toolkit developed in partnership 
with Global Action Plan to equip and inspire students in secondary schools and colleges 
to consider and explore careers in the resources and waste management sector.” 

 
Taxi Licensing policy 
 
As a member of the Licensing committee over the past 5 years I was pleased to see 
proposals coming forward for a more stringent taxi licensing policy.  The proposed taxi 
licensing policy would include CCTV as standard in all Hackney and Private Hire 
vehicles by the end of 2020 (something I have always advocated).  The policy also 
makes a move towards ultra-low emission vehicles by October 2028 meaning they 
would be hybrid or electric vehicles.  This new policy would bring us more in line with the 
city Council and I believe improve safety, not only for the public but for drivers too.  
There has already been a large amount of consultation done on this new policy of which 
I have been involved with (attending consultation events at SCDC, conversations with 
both drivers and operators).  The new policy was due to be put to Full Council in 
November but the Council decided because of a large amount of last minute 
correspondence the evening before councillors were due to make a final decision there 
should be a further six weeks consultation before a decision is reached.  I am keen that 
the policy is not delayed any further as I believe the policy has a positive impact on the 
safety of our residents.   
 

 

 

Thank you for taking the time to read my report; if you have any questions or want to 
discuss any of the issues raised email me on graham.cone@councillor.online or ring 
07595361285 (please leave a voice mail if I am unavailable) 

         Councillor Graham Cone 
 

mailto:graham.cone@councillor.online

