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Public Service Contact Details 

Emergency Police, Fire or Ambulance     999 

Community Support Officer PCSO Julie Hajredini 101 ext. 7113441 
 

The Surgery, Bottisham 

Mon-Fri: 08:30 am to 6.00 pm 

Enquiries/Appointments :  810030 

 

Fulbourn Health Centre 

Mon-Fri: 08:30 am to 6.00 pm 

Enquiries/Appointments :  880216 

Out-of-hours / Urgent Care 

Cambridgeshire 
NHS Direct                        111 

  
 

Anglican Church Rev Alice Goodman 880337 

Lay Minister: Steve Mashford, 882163 

Baptist Church  

www.re-new.me.uk  

info@re-new.me.uk 

Peter Wells, 812388, 

pandawells@cheerful.com   

Rev Keith Morrison, 813055 

Rev Alan Brand, 812558 

Great Wilbraham Parish Council 

Chairman Stephen Bartlett  881096       

chairGW@wilbrahams.co.uk 

Clerk Natalie Mulvey   07887813702 

clerkGW@wilbrahams.co.uk 

Little Wilbraham & Six Mile Bottom Parish Council 

Chairman Dave Humphrey 

chairLW@wilbrahams.co.uk 

Clerk Hayley Livermore 07775 764 988 

clerkLW@wilbrahams.co.uk 
 

County Councillor John Williams 01223 880940 

john.williams@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 

District Councillors Claire Daunton 07852 552839 

chgd.libdem@gmail.com 

Graham Cone 07595361285 

grahamcone@aol.com 

John Williams 01223 880940 

john.williams@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 

MP Lucy Frazer lucy.frazer.mp@parliament.uk 

Front cover photo by Chris Fell  

Other photos by Chris Fell, Martin Gienke & contributors 

Printed by Burwell Community Print Centre 

http://www.re-new.me.uk/
mailto:info@re-new.me.uk
mailto:pandawells@cheerful.com
mailto:chairGW@wilbrahams.co.uk
mailto:chgd.libdem@gmail.com
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Editorial 

Welcome to the Spring edition of the Warbler. 

I understand that the local bus service to Newmarket service 18, run by A2B Bus 

and Coach Services, may be stopped at the end of the current contract, but it is 

possible that it will be renewed; see page 7 for details. 

On February 14th The Hole in the Wall re-opened, under new ownership and the 

opening night was well attended.   A very welcome return of this village facility.    

In this issue Andrea continues to talk about Another Wilbraham, Wilbraham 

Massachusetts, saying, “You may have heard that autumn in New England 

(Massachusetts is part of the six states that make up New England) is 

unparalleled, and my experience supports that.   I was spoiled by loud colours: 

crimson and gold and orange foliage, brilliant in the sunshine and at moments 

truly awe-inspiring”.   Could we say the same about old England?   I think we 

have just as vibrant colours as they have, would you agree?   You only have to 

look at pictures we have published in past editions. 

The Pie and Ale night was a great success and sold out several days before the 

event, to such an extent that even some of those who had made pies were unable 

to get tickets!   For those lucky enough to get a ticket, there was every reason to 

be pleased, as Chris Fells reports. 

Lara Gonzalez, an archeobotonist has been looking at tiny fragments of charred 

residues under the microscope, unearthed during the upgrade of the A14.   Read 

more about the finds in the article “Earliest evidence of British Beer Brewing in 

A14 site” 

The date for the Wilbraham’s and Six Mile Bottom Vegetable, Flower and 

Produce Show 2019 is Saturday 13th July and it will be held in the Memorial 

Hall, Great Wilbraham.   The schedule of categories is included. 

We also have another untold story; Denis Foster.   He talks about night classes at 

Bottisham, and meeting Joy Carter who later became his wife.   They were 

married in 1949 and a pig paid for their marriage.  

We have two articles on the bells of St Nicholas, John Beadsmore talks about the 

improvements to the baffles.   He hopes that these changes will satisfy most of the 

village, most of the time.   The PCC would appreciate your comments over the 

next few months as you assess the hoped-for improved flexibility of sound 

control.   The other article is about the bell ringers and their successful 

recruitment drive in March last year. 

We thought that we might start a new regular feature for ‘favourite recipes’, and 

so please let us have any recipes which you particularly enjoy. 

Don’t forget that this is your magazine, so if you want to have your say or have 

any suggestions, then let us know. 

 John Torode, joint editor 
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Sarah’s Book 

What a pageturner it’s turned out to be. 

I’ve bought Sarah’s book of verse you see. 

I pick it up, just to read a page, 

Next time I look at the clock seems I’ve sat there an age. 

Now I’ve put it out of sight, 

Trying to resist it with all my might. 

It’s made me smile and almost cry. 

Folks, if you enjoy a light hearted read, you should give it a try 

Thankyou Sarah for sharing your diary for 2017. 

Can we have another one for 2019? 

Greta Rees 

 

Letters 

Dear Friends 

As a family we have been overwhelmed with the support and love shown 

following the recent loss of John Drake.  The cards, letters, flowers and the 

attendance at John’s funeral and afterwards at the wake was really quite 

overwhelming.   It showed just how much John was respected and loved by all 

who knew him. 

The cards have been a source of great comfort to the family and the comments 

written within these of cherished memories of John have been greatly appreciated. 

The family would like to take this opportunity to Thank you all for the love and 

care shown through this difficult time. 

Kind regards, The Drake Family 

 

Dear Editors 

Stewart Wilson of Little Wilbraham has just completed 70 years of working for 

the owners of the Wilbraham Temple, R.S Hicks, Brenda Hyde Smith and 

Richard Wright. 

This was celebrated by a lunch at the Wilbraham Temple Barn after a shoot on 

December 28th, with over 50 beaters and friends to congratulate and wish him 

well. 

Richard Wright. Wilbraham Temple. 01223 880223 
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Dear Editors 

How wonderful to hear the bells of Great Wilbraham Church on Armistice Day, 

Christmas and Midnight on New Years Eve, ringing in the New Year. 

Well done the Ringers, and we await with enthusiasm to hear them at Easter when 

the Tower baffles will have been updated. 

Angela Wright. Wilbraham Temple 

 

Bus Service No. 18 

It is correct that the operational tender for service 18 is in fact up for renewal and 

the current contract which we operate will expire on 31st march 2019. 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank each and every passenger who 

uses the service and continues to use the service each and every day of operation 

your loyalty and custom has been really appreciated. 

We as an operator have of course submitted a new tender bid to continue 

operation of the service.   However, we will not know the outcome of the 

council's decision until they release results later in March. 

Once again I would like to extend from myself and all of my team who operate 

service 18 our greatest thanks in supporting the service. 

Regards, Brian Clifford, Managing Director, A2B BUS AND COACH LTD  

 

Great Wilbraham Parish Council  

Annual Parish Meeting – Thursday 18th April   

This year’s Great Wilbraham Annual Parish Meeting will be held at the Memorial 

Hall at 7.30pm on Thursday 18th April.   The meeting will include a brief report 

from the Chairman and a summary of Parish finances from the Clerk.   Local 

community groups are welcomed to come to the meeting and promote their 

activities.   This is one of the best ways to let the Parish Council know your views 

so please come along and join us.   If you have any items that you think should be 

included on the agenda, please speak to one of the Parish Councillors or email 

clerkGW@wilbrahams.co.uk. 

Precept Set for 2019 – 2020 

At the January Parish meeting a precept of £26,460 was agreed for  2019-20.   

Community Support 

The Parish Council is always keen to support community activity in the village 

and is most grateful to everyone who has done things to foster community 

cohesion in the last few months.   It is good to see the Memorial Hall being well 

used.   Great Wilbraham Parish Council has money available to be awarded in 

grants to organisations for projects that will be of benefit to the residents of the 

mailto:clerkGW@wilbrahams.co.uk
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Parish.   If you are part of a community group or project and feel you have a 

funding need, please look at the policy, which can be found on the 

www.wilbrahams.co.uk website to see if you meet the criteria to apply for a grant 

from the Parish Council.  If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact 

the Parish Clerk. 

In November, the Parish Council approved a grant application to support the 

Wilbrahams’ Memorial Hall Trustees in the sum of £200 to support their 

Children’s Christmas Party.  

Funding available from the Wadlow Wind Farm Community Fund 

In addition to the funding available from the Parish Council the Wadlow Wind 

Farm Community Fund awards grants of £100 to £10,000 to ‘not for profit’ 

constituted groups delivering charitable projects with public benefit for residents 

within 5 km of the Wind Farm, this includes Great Wilbraham. 

More information on the fund and how to apply can be found on their website: 

https://www.cambscf.org.uk/wadlow-wind-farm-community-fund.html.  

Submission deadlines for applications and supporting documents are 1st February 

and 1st August. 

Parking considerately 

Thank you to the children of Great Wilbraham Primary School who produced 

lovely colourful posters displayed around the school, The Lanes and Angle End.   

It is hoped that these will encourage drivers to park more considerately. 

Road and Street Maintenance 

Please be aware that you can report problems on the highways including potholes, 

kerbs, verges, flooding, hedges and trees, public rights of way, road markings and 

signs and traffic signals on the County Council's website 

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/travel-roads-and-parking/roads-and-

pathways/roadworks-and-faults/.   You can also use the highway reporting tool to 

track progress on a fault already reported.   Enter the reference number for your 

fault or the location into the top right-hand box on the map to view updates. 

Overgrown hedges and verges 

Please can residents continue to keep on top of hedge growth and tend to verges 

that are their responsibility.   As well as looking scruffy and untidy, hedge growth 

can interfere with telephone lines and obscure street lights. 

Next Council Meeting 

The next scheduled full council meeting will be held on Thursday 21st March at 

Wilbrahams’ Memorial Hall at 7.30pm.   All residents are very welcome to 

attend. 

Please check the Parish website for regular updates - www.wilbrahams.co.uk 

Natalie Mulvey  Clerk Great Wilbraham Parish Council 

Natalie Mulvey, Clerk 

http://www.wilbrahams.co.uk/
https://www.cambscf.org.uk/wadlow-wind-farm-community-fund.html
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/travel-roads-and-parking/roads-and-pathways/roadworks-and-faults/
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/travel-roads-and-parking/roads-and-pathways/roadworks-and-faults/
http://www.wilbrahams.co.uk/
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Pie and Ale Night  

£1001 raised for Recreation Ground Play Equipment 

Another sell-out triumph for Emma Adams and her Memorial Hall Events Team! 

The Pie and Ale night was sold out several days before the event, to such an 

extent that even some of those who had made pies were unable to get tickets!   

For those lucky enough to get a ticket, there was every reason to be pleased.  

Volunteers had baked their hearts out and the array of pies had to be seen to be 

believed, not to mention the giant haggis made by Ian Cumming to mark the fact 

that it was Burns Night.   The pies varied from a vegan shepherds' pie to a fish 

pie, several homemade pies with hand raised water pastry and another of Ian's 

creations Guinea Pig Pie which had my award for the best original name for a pie 

(no guinea pigs were harmed in its creation, it was pork and guinea fowl!) 

To quench their thirst, the guests had the opportunity to buy excellent real ale 

from the Moonshine Brewery in Fulbourn served by Mark Watch, the master 

brewer and founder who was happy to talk about his beer and to answer any 

questions.    I believe that he went home empty-handed which bears witness to the 

quality of his offerings. 

The formal part of the evening began with the Selkirk Grace, which is traditional 

for Burns Night suppers, and then the reading of Burns' Ode to the Haggis by Rob 

White, then the hungry hoards were let loose on the savoury pies.   Raffle tickets 

were sold, wine and ale were quaffed, and 

appetites sated.    Barely a crumb was left.   Then 

we moved on to the dessert pies.   It's true to say 

that not all of the dessert offerings were pies.   

However, the variety from chocolate pannetone 

bread and butter pudding to quince custard flan 

via chocolate meringues seemed to suit the good 

trenchermen and they were soon cleaned up. 

Ian then treated us to an illustrated talk about the making of the haggis; there were 

a few who felt that they'd rather have stayed ignorant, but the stout-hearted 

enjoyed his learned dissertation.   Mark Watch from Moonshine then told us 

about the background to the brewery and how the malted barley and hops are 

combined to make a variety of beers. 

When the raffle had been drawn, the crowd melted away into the night and the 

organisers washed up and cleared the hall.   Special thanks to Sarah, Cheryl, Judy 

and Carol who manned the kitchen and sold the raffle tickets, Kathy and Roger 

Down who wrote a table quiz full of brain-teasers and trivia. 

When the dust had settled the next morning, it was wonderful to hear the sum 

raised for the playground equipment appeal had breached the £1000 mark. 

Chris Fell 



12 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Experienced tutor: 
Fully qualified former primary school        
teacher and home educator based in 
Little Wilbraham 
  Expertise in:  
       Primary  
       Key Stage 3: Maths, English, 
                               History & Geography 
        Study skills & revision techniques 

For information and to arrange a free 
meeting/consultation contact: 

Anne-Marie McCubbin BA(Hons) PGCE 
 email: 
info@wingstoflyeducation.co.uk  
 tel:       01223 811939 

 

 

Carpet Cleaning & 
Stone Floor, Upholstery, Rugs 
A few points that make us stand out, 

 

Rothwell’s has been in business since 

1993 
We’re an honest local family firm. 
Our large truck mounted machines 

mean more cleaning & drying power 
for the best results possible. 

Members of both the NCCA and TACCA. 
We will move the furniture. 

100% satisfaction or it’s FREE. 
 

Call Oliver and Max Campbell for expert 
help today. 

01223 832 928 
www.Rothwells.biz 

 

Dave “Sooty” Sadler 

Professional Chimney Sweep 
Service Established 1980 

All Types of Chimneys Swept 
Brush and Vac 

Approved User of the Rodtech 
UK Ltd Power Sweeping 

System 
Public Liability Insurance 

Certificates Issued 
Covering All Areas 

For the Most Prompt & Reliable 
Service 

Contact me: 
Tel: 01638 552573 

MOB: 07783912234 
Email sootysad@hotmail.com 

Or Book via my website 
www.sootysad.co.uk 

mailto:sootysad@hotmail.com
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Angle End, Gt Wilbraham                       
www.hall.gtwilbraham.net 

Save Our Play Area! 

The Wilbrahams’ Memorial Hall Trustees manage the play area in Great 

Wilbraham.   Many of you will know that we have been raising money to replace 

the equipment in the play area for the last 18 months, with each of the events run 

by the hall social committee raising funds.   The most recent of these – the Pie 

and Ale night- was hugely successful, raising a mighty £1,001.48!   Thank you to 

all involved in the running of it, the pie making (and even haggis making!) and 

the eating.   In total (and thanks to extra private donations, donations from St 

Nicholas Church and the Social Club) we now have about £10,000 in the Play 

Area fund. 

We have known for some time that the timber play structures are suffering from 

increased rot and have been planning for their replacement.   The new year has 

brought with it the realisation that some of the wooden structures will have to be 

removed before April as they have come to the end of their life and are now 

becoming dangerous despite some recent repairs. 

However, despite fundraising efforts, we are well behind the aim of raising our 

target amount of £75,000.   We were unsuccessful in two grant applications which 

would have covered the costs of the whole project when combined with our funds 

and a £5,000 donation from GW Parish Council. 

We will of course continue to apply for grants but will definitely need more 

income given the urgency of replacing items, and more than we will be able to 

raise through our events.   And so, we are now asking you to consider making 

donations towards this important project.   From our survey, we know how 

incredibly important this facility is for all of our children, for their parents and 

their grandparents.   Maybe it was important to you in your childhood and you 

feel able to give something back for the next generation? 

Our current plan is to refurbish the big swings and replace the rest of the 

equipment nearly like for like with possibly a few additions.  The exciting new 

equipment will be steel (with a lifetime guarantee), with coloured wood panels. 

Depending on how our fund raising goes, we may need to replace items bit by bit, 

although doing it in one go is more cost effective due to some fixed costs of 

installation. 

Below is a breakdown of the items we are aiming to buy, together with their costs 

– please consider if you are able to make a general donation or even donate for a 

complete item.   It would be desperately sad to lose such an important and central 

part of our village, and so we would be incredibly grateful for any donations you 

can give us.    If you are able to contribute or would like more information, please 

http://www.hall.gtwilbraham.net/
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contact myself, Richard Morley our Treasurer or Shirley Morley our secretary: 

booking.wilbrahamsmemorialhall@gmail.com 

Finally, we are delighted that the Memorial Hall is incredibly busy, particularly at 

weekends.   The committee is doing their best to manage this and be fair to all 

parts of our community.   So, if you are wanting to hold an event in our 

marvellous facility, please get in touch with Shirley as soon as you can so we can 

successfully fit you in! 

Edd Brunner, Chair of the Memorial Hall Committee edwardbrunner@gmail.com 

Play area items with costs, excluding installation, including VAT 

Baby swings Direct replacement £825 

Birds nest/cradle swing New item £1,260 

Large multi-play tower unit Direct replacement £8,515 

Small/toddler multi-play tower Direct replacement £6,310 

See-saw New item £2,815 

Balance beam Direct replacement £3,330 

Goal with basketball net Replacement £2,550 

Train Direct replacement £9,090 

Adult exercise kit New items £1,875 

Installation and sundries   £38,315 
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PROGRAMME OF EVENTS FOR 2019 

Friday 1st Mar 7pm Film Club: ‘Swimming with Men’ 

Saturday  16th Mar 8pm Country & Western ‘Pedro’ 

Thursday 28th Mar 2pm Film Club: ‘Billy Elliot’ (Over 60’s club) 

Friday 5th April 7pm Film Club: ‘Finding your Feet’ 

Saturday 20th Apr 8pm Country & Western ‘Dave Inglis’ 

Saturday 11th May 7.30pm Film Club: ‘Lion’ 

Friday  24th May 7.30pm Wilbrahams’ Community Choir Concert 

Saturday  20th June 8pm Country & Western ‘Travis Logan’ 

Saturday 22nd June 7.30pm Film Club: ‘Mamma Mia Here We Go 
Again’ 

Friday 28th June 7.30pm Midsummer Jazz and BBQ 

Saturday 13th July 3pm Flower & Produce Show 

Saturday 20th July 8pm Country & Western ‘Dave Lesley’ 

Saturday 27th July 7pm Film Club: ‘The Dish’ 

Saturday 17th Aug 7pm Film Club: ‘Hidden Figures’ 

Saturday 21st Sept 8pm Country & Western ‘Jeff Gallant Duo’ 

Saturday  28th Sept 7pm Film Club: tbc 

Sunday  29th Sept 12-4pm Autumn Food & Craft Fair 

Saturday 12th Oct 8pm Country & Western ‘Dave Bryan 

Saturday  19th Oct 7pm Film Club: tbc 

Friday 25th Oct 7.30pm Quiz / Comedy Night 

Saturday 16th Nov 8pm Country & Western ‘Johnny & Lynette’ 

Saturday 14th Dec 3pm Children’s Xmas party,  

  5pm Followed by singalong carols & social 

Film club titles and other events will be added during the year. 

Tickets for each event (where required) will be sold in Gt Wilbraham Stores, 

Angle End.   More detailed publicity will be issued in time for each event.   If you 

have any suggestions for 2020 please let the Memorial Hall Committee know.    

Our thanks to the many people who help organise / donate  / wash up etc.   If you 

would like to volunteer for future events, please email mail@emma-adams.co.uk 

New volunteers welcome to our next EVENTS TEAM meeting, usually in 

October, to arrange the next year’s events.  

1D : Does this sail over sand? (5)  2D : Either way it floats (5) 

4A : A skill to make vehicles? (5)  6A : a group of 1D. (7) 

14D : I follow duty to get this transport (4) 

16D : This usually floats, but can fly with 7D in front (4) 

8D, 30A : Such as the Rocket and a kilted flyer. (5,6) 

 

 

 

mailto:mail@emma-adams.co.uk
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        Our professionally trained teachers bring their knowledge and 

inspiration with them into the studio every week! 

     www.coloursof dance.com 0122337782268 
First Steps (Combined class for ages 3-5) 3.45pm-4.15pm 

Pre-Primary in Dance 4.15pm-4.45pm 
Primary in Dance 4.45pm-5.30pm 

Grade 1 Ballet 5.30pm-6.15pm 
 

 

Cat Sitter Home Visits 

Allowing your feline friend to remain in the comfort of his/her own home while you are 
away is very important to cats.  Territory is crucial and being removed from that territory 
can be extremely stressful.  We offer a service tailored to the individual needs of your 
cat which includes the following:- 

❖ 30 minute visits to your house 
❖ Lots of affection and play 

❖ Basic grooming and medication as required 
❖ Feeding, litter tray cleaning, care of the home 

❖ Run by Sarah with > 30 years pet ownership experience and > 10 years 
healthcare experience (human plus veterinary) 

❖ All the team are dedicated feline fanatics, CRB-checked and insured 
❖ Tel:  07900 213245 

❖ E-mail:  info@fulbournfelines.co.uk 
Web:  www.fulbournfelines.co.uk 

 
 

http://www.coloursof/
http://www.coloursof/
mailto:info@fulbournfelines.co.uk
http://www.fulbournfelines.co.uk/
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Great Wilbraham CE (VC) 

Primary School 
Headteacher: Mr Richard Brown BEd (Hons) NPQH 

Great Wilbraham C of E Primary School, Church Street, Great Wilbraham, 

Cambridge, CB21 5JQ, 01223 880408 

Dear Wilbraham Community, 

We are now in the middle of a very exciting, albeit chilly term.   We have had 

class assemblies attended by lots of parents and some wonderful in and out of 

school opportunities.   One major school trip was the visit to the Natural History 

Museum in London, even though it was a long journey there and back the 

children thoroughly enjoyed having the opportunity to be in such a magnificent 

building and having a visit that enriched their topic learning.   To see the dinosaur 

exhibit, the massive blue whale and Mary Anning findings after learning about 

them in lessons was really exciting.   Thanks to all the adults who gave up their 

time attending or organising the visit.   

We have been very fortunate to have been able to replace one new touchscreen in 

Squirrel class and one in Hedgehog class using school funds and the money from 

the Cooperative fundraiser – thanks to all those who helped.   This will make a 

massive difference to the children’s education and, whilst we are keen to be able 

to put two more into the other two classrooms, we will have to raise more funds.  

As we speak, the PTFA are applying for grants to help facilitate this but if anyone 

knows of avenues we could go down for funding or companies who donate to 

schools then please let us know.   We already have a plasma screen from a 

company who were upgrading their own offices that will be used in our group 

room but if there are any other options then please let us know. 

Plans are being made for science week coming up in March and we have lots of 

plans including visiting scientists, engineers, projects and a falconry display.   Our 

key focus this year has been on science and developing the teaching and learning 

of the subject.   I have seen some wonderful activities throughout the school and it 

is clear the children are enjoying the variety of these. 

Lastly may I make a plea to anyone in the community who could help us organise 

the next Piece of Cake 10k.   After a successful trial last year we would love to be 

able to make this a big event in June.   But we need help!   There is a lot already 

organised but we really would value someone to lead a team of willing 

volunteers.   Please get in touch with the PTFA or myself, via the school office, if 

you are able to help; this could mean a lot to the school financially and could raise 

the profile of the PTFA and the school. 

Thank you for your continued support, Richard Brown 
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Fully approved Electrical Contractor 

All Work Certificated in Accordance with NICEIC 

Free no obligation quotations 

All aspects of electrical work undertaken such as re-wires, Electrical 

condition Reports, maintenance calls, New build Installations, Industrial and 

Commercial Installations 

However small you may consider your job it will be treated with the same 

attention to detail as every one of our jobs. 

Your Local Electrician 
Unit 24 Hall Barn Road Industrial Estate, Hall Barn Road, Isleham, 

Cambridgeshire, CB7 5RJ 

Contact us on; 01638 781567 / enquiries@jandjdrake.co.uk 

 

mailto:enquiries@jandjdrake.co.uk
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Untold  Stories : Denis Foster 

For this issue I (italics) met Denis Foster (DF) of Little Wilbraham, aged 92. 

Mark Patey (MP) also took part. 

You were born at an early age… 

DF : That’s right – in 1927, in Teversham. I went to school there, but it did me no 

good. I had to go to work when I was about eight.   I worked on the farm, with 

horses.   So, I missed school.   The farmer was on the school committee and what 

he said went. 

So, did you grow up without being able to read and write? 

DF : That’s right, but one of my sisters was very 

educated, and she taught me to read. 

On the farm, horses were used for everything? 

DF : Yes.   Mum and Dad went shopping in the 

pony and trap.   There was no bus in Teversham. 

So you were involved a lot with animals. 

DF : Mum and Dad kept all of them:  pigs, 

chickens, ducks, geese, goats.   We had a bit of 

land where Marshall’s Close now is.   And Dad and I would go poaching for 

pheasants.   There were eight of us in the family.   I was the baby. 

A lot of mouths to feed. So you worked on the farm. 

DF : There were two or three farmers after me.   On one farm, one of the cowmen 

had to go away on National Service.   The farmer was our landlord, so my father 

said I should go and help him out and keep him happy.   Soon after, he retired.    I 

told my mother I had finished with these 6 o’clock starts.   The woman on another 

farm asked me to buy her three of the cows.   She 

sent an older man to help, and we drove the three 

cows to the farm.   We put them in the yard, and I 

said Those cows need milking – they have not 

been milked to-day.   So, they told me to do it!   I 

said No, I’ve done with all that.   But I did, and I 

became the cowman, with just two of us running 

that farm. 

How did you come to Wilbraham? 

DF : I went to night classes at Bottisham, and there I met Joy Carter who was to 

be my wife.   She lived in Wilbraham. I was invited to a dance in the old hall, and 

there were the mother, the grandmother, the cousins, all sat in a line.   I was 

introduced to them all.   We were married in 1949.   I had a pig I had reared, and 

that pig paid for our marriage.  I could have had a house in Teversham, but she 

did not want to go there.   We lived for two years in the Tally-ho! pub at the 

corner of Mill Road.   Only yesterday I came across her identity card, with the 
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address in Toft Lane where we lived for a while.   Then we lived next to the 

garage in Station Road.   There was no water then – you walked up the road to a 

tap.   This was after the war.   I was in the Home Guard during the war. 

Was that fun? Dad’s Army and all that? 

DF : It was serious.   The Teversham branch was very serious, much more so than 

here.   They were attached to Marshall’s and they had the RAF there, so there was 

much more discipline.   I tried to join up in the forces, but they would not have 

me.   Being a cowman was a reserved occupation.   They told me to join the 

Home Guard. 

MP : Bear in mind that Den was only 18 in 1945, so he would have been 

borderline anyway. 

So you were a youngster among all those older men in the Home Guard? 

DF : Yes, I was the scout.   I was the one out front to see who was about.   They 

gave me a Lee-Enfield rifle.  They were heavy things, and me being small that 

wasn’t so good, so they gave me a sten gun, much smaller. 

You were really someone then. 

DF :There was no one faster than me on a bike: I’ll tell you the story.   We had 

gas capes, with space in the back for a backpack.   I had to cycle from Fulbourn to 

Wilbraham one day, and the rain and wind got up strong behind me and got inside 

the cape and blew me so fast that frightened me to death. 

You were a farm worker all this time. 

DF : I had a year at Marshall’s driving a tractor – a much lighter job, nearer home, 

and much better money.   When I took my first wage packet home, which was 

£60 – a lot of money then - my mother cried.   She had never seen that kind of 

money.   She thought I must have done something wrong.   But I was working 6 

to 8, seven days a week, with double time at week-ends.  When that ended, Mr 

Mappledoram was after me.   He had the farm next to the Tally-ho!   After a while 

he told me to take over the lorry.   Well, I had never driven a lorry!   I had to take 

the sugar-beet to Bury.   I didn’t know the way there.   I had to follow other 

lorries going there.   Next thing I had to take some animals to Leicester!   I 

couldn’t sleep.   I had to be there at a certain time, when the auctioneer started.   

There was one of the first roundabouts – and I went round the wrong way.   Then 

I could not find my way back.   Then I had to go to Melton Mowbray,  

Northampton, Ipswich, Norfolk… 

MP : You ended up in charge of the lorry. 

DF : I used to show sheep for him.   I was called a stockman.   We had cattle, 

pigs, the lot.  

MP : How did you lose your finger? 

(Denis showed me his left hand, with the long finger missing.) 
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DF : There was an accident grinding damp 

corn.   The finger was hanging by the skin, 

but it did not hurt a bit.   I showed it to one 

of Mr Mappledoram’s sons and he passed 

clean out!    I was taken to Addenbrooke’s 

and asked the doctor “Could you chop it 

off, mate,  so that I can get going?”   He 

said “Good God, man, no” - I had to stop 

in, and I had eight weeks off.   I left the 

farm when Mr Mappledoram died, and took on a new job at the Ida Darwin 

hospital (which was then behind the Fulbourn hospital), as a kitchen porter.   I 

was at the Ida Darwin for 15 years until I retired at 60. 

You must have taken a drop in pay. 

DF : No – I worked my rest day, six days a week. 

MP : You went in as a porter, you came out as a cook.   You reckoned you 

mashed a hundredweight of potatoes a day there.   It was a big place, with a lot of 

mentally handicapped children plus staff. 

You had been a stockman and driving lorries all your life and suddenly you are 

cooking? You picked this up from scratch? 

DF : Yes.   First, they asked me to do some salads, then they asked me to help the 

head cook.   He showed me how to bone meat and other things. 

You were a great learner, weren’t you? 

MP : He practically became a butcher.   I think Den is a classic example of a man 

who is very bright but who lacked an education.   And you and Joy celebrated 65 

years together. 

(Denis showed me two beautiful signed messages from the Queen congratulating 

him and Joy on 60 and 65 years of marriage.) 

How many children do you have? 

DF : Two wonderful children, three grandchildren, and two great-grandchildren. 

MP : You have had two heart attacks, and both times there was a doctor nearby. 

DF :And a stroke. But I have had a good life , though a hard one when we were 

young – I have enjoyed what I have done. 

MP : Despite his aging years Den has been done twice for speeding, which has 

caused much hilarity within the family!   Joy was poorly in the last part of her 

life, and he fussed over her until she passed away.   He nursed her, he cooked for 

her.   He would not tell you that, so I am telling you.   He is a happy man, and 

that’s what I love about him.   He’s always got a smile on his face.  

Thank you, Denis and Mark, for sharing so much with us. 

John Tanburn 
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Baffles and the Bells 

Work has now been completed on improving the bell baffles on St Nicholas’ 

Church Tower.   One of them, the baffle on the south side of the Tower, facing 

down Church Street, has been completely re-constructed as promised.  

It is now very much larger than the original 

design as shown in these two photographs.   All 

four baffles on the north, south, east and west 

sides, can be opened and closed as desired and 

the south side new one can be adjusted easily to 

give different apertures; from closed, to as it 

was, to half open or to the larger size as shown. 

Changing this baffle was a sizeable exercise, 

which involved the bell specialist engineer from 

Taylors of Loughborough and our Chris Hanson 

working two full days with significant support 

from Allan Painter.   We are also grateful to 

Chris Fell for creating a photographic record of 

the work, as well as a donor who made the 

work possible. 

On behalf of the village I thank them all and 

hope these changes will satisfy most of the 

village for most of the time.   We would 

appreciate your comments over the next few 

months as you assess the hoped-for improved 

flexibility of sound control.   Please contact me 

for the PCC, or write to The Warbler which 

provides one of the best ways of getting your 

views aired to the whole village. 

John Beadsmoore on behalf of the Church PCC 

 

  

Wilbraham Boiler Services 
Plumbing and Heating 

Gas and Oil Servicing and Breakdown 
Boiler Replacements – Landlord Certificates 

General Plumber and Heating 
30 years experience – No jobs too Small 

Mark Taylor 
Call Now : 01223 812024 or 07906 691726 
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The Hole in the Wall 

It was good to see The Hole in the 

Wall open again after being closed 

for more than eighteen months. 

The new owner is Nilesh 

Misquitta, who also owns The Elm 

Tree Inn in Wisbech.   The Elm 

Tree was a Good Food Award 

Winner in 2016 and 2017, and 

shortlisted for Luxury Travel 

Awards 2018.   It also has many good reports on various travel websites, such as 

Tripadvisor.co.uk and Booking.com. 

On the 14th February, villagers were welcomed to celebrate the opening, initially 

for drinks service only, but the intention is to serve food as soon as possible; 

refurbishment to some kitchen equipment being responsible for the delay. 

Nilesh and his wife Agnes have spent many weeks on the refurbishment of the 

interior, creating a very enjoyable and relaxing atmosphere, a very welcome 

addition to the village.   We wish them every success with their venture. 

John Bramwell 

 

Wilbraham River Protection Society 

We are delighted to report that The Environment 

agency has been clearing the banks of 

Wilbraham River of fallen trees, many the result 

of last August’s storms.   Their digger has also 

been clearing the Eastern bank and the bottom of 

the river where it has become very overgrown in 

places.  

Local nature spotters have reported seeing a pair 

of Little Egrets on the river as well as large 

flocks of Field Fares, Lapwings, Goldfinches 

and Linnets.   We welcome all such reports as a 

great help to the Society in promoting to 

appropriate authorities the ecological importance of Wilbraham River. 

Please do let our secretary, Rebecca Lomas, know of anything you are 

noticing.  Her email is: bex@drcr.info 

Jackie Beadsmoore 

mailto:bex@drcr.info
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84, Angle End, Gt Wilbraham, CB215JG 

01223 811844 : www.chapel.dental 

Claire Jackman BDS & Associates 

NHS, DENPLAN & PRIVATE TREATMENTS 
With special interests in Implants and Orthodontics 

Monday         09.00-17.00 
Tuesday         09.00-19.00 
Wednesday    09.00-17.00 
Thursday        09.00-19.00 
Friday             09.00-17.00 
Saturday         09.30-15.00 

New Patients Always Welcome 

http://www.chapel.dental/
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 Another Wilbraham part 2 

I can’t, dear reader, tell you about famous people from my hometown, or about 

the motors driving the local economy, or what the most riveting high school 

homecoming game was.   I can’t list historical events or statistical data (you can 

check Wikipedia for that information).   I can’t relate any gossip that would be of 

interest to you.   But what I can do is try to convey the atmosphere of my home 

town.  

Wilbraham, Massachusetts enjoys a temperate climate with 4 distinct seasons, not 

too unlike what I’ve experienced in my four years living in Cambridgeshire.   

Over in America, of course, it gets a bit more extreme (insert political joke here). 

Spring is divine, summers can be gloriously radiant, if a bit muggy.   Snow can 

start as early as November and can continue to make appearances as late as April. 

The immense snow-plowed piles of the stuff can endure just as long!   Deciduous 

trees and hibernating grass make for a bleak gray-and-brown late winter that I do 

not miss at all.   Indeed, the relatively verdant winter months here are a soul-

restoring contrast to the frozen wasteland of suburban western Massachusetts. 

What I do miss from home, however, is autumn. 

You may have heard that autumn in New England is unparalleled, and my 

experience supports that.   I was spoiled by loud colors: crimson and gold and 

orange foliage, brilliant in the sunshine and at moments truly awe-inspiring.   

Year-round, there is a slight spookiness to many of Main Street Wilbraham’s old 

homes, the Grange, the Academy, the Old Meeting House, the churches and their 

graveyards.   That wonderful eeriness is accentuated by the long shadows and 

early dusks of autumn (not as early as those here, being situated a bit farther 

south).   It was always such a delicious comfort to turn onto my street after school 

or ballet lessons, and to know that I’d soon be settled in my cozy home, shutting 

out the shadows.  Writing this is stirring up nostalgia.   On to less emotive 

subjects.     

In what other ways does my Wilbraham compare favorably with yours?   I don’t 

have a very good sense of what local treasures you boast (I do intend to get out 

that way soon, in order to rectify my inadequate knowledge in this area).   But I 

have been struck by the quaint, thatched-roofed, pastel cottages, the stoic 

handsomeness of the church of St. Nicholas, and the delightfully bucolic village 

greens.   I don’t know anyone in your villages, personally, but our encounters 

during my family’s visit to the 2018 Fair included very warm welcomes and even 

genuine interest in my hometown (the questions I received were not merely polite 

inquiries as you English are sometimes known for).   I’d wager both US and UK 

Wilbrahams are overall pleasantly peaceful communities.   

Andrea    To be continued in the next issue 
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Over The Farm Gate 

I begin this calendar year with renewed vigour inspired by several interesting, 

entertaining and thought-provoking meetings over the past few months. 

Agriculture seems to be going through a paradigm of several forms of thinking 

and I would like to think that I am taking parts of several systems and moulding 

them together into my own, be it cover crops in between main crops, integrated 

pest management to reduce chemical use or using the environmental features we 

have on the farm to best use.   In essence we won’t be doing much different 

probably just a bit better or slightly changed because after all the farm has to 

make a profit to re-invest. We are again taking part in “the big farmland 

birdcount” which is similar to the garden count only on a different area of the 

countryside, this will be a big help in benchmarking our wildlife population and 

will show how our systems are helping all birds.   This year apart from an 

increase of the normal birds we see, we have also seen more barn owls, a 

shorteared owl and a hen harrier.  

I have at last made some final decisions on 

the machinery purchases I was considering. 

We will take delivery next week of a brand 

new JCB loader and a new cultivator from 

Farmet, a Czech company, but imported 

into Thaxted.   The decision on a new 

hedgecutter is still under consideration, but 

the new additions will help to keep us up to 

date with technology and maintain our 

timeliness of operations.   I did take the 

tractor to the village school this term and 

gave a talk on the growing of our sugarbeet, 

but I think the children were far more 

excited to sit in the tractor than listen to me, it was a really enjoyable couple of 

hours and I faced some more challenging questions than I ever get from other 

people I show around the farm. 

Many of you would have seen the sheep I ‘borrowed’ to eat off the radish cover 

crops near the railway line.   This was the first time in over 50 years that there has 

been any livestock on the farm and I have to say they weren’t as much trouble as I 

feared and did a good job of eating the crop as well as returning some natural 

goodness back to the soil.   This field will be sugarbeet next year and it will be 

interesting to see if the grazing has any effect on the following crop.   This year’s 

sugarbeet was not close to last year’s record breaker, but despite the hot Summer 

has done better than expected and at least met budget. 

Elsewhere all the grain has moved off the farm leaving only a few loads of 

marrowfat peas to load. These are again going to the far East and are being 
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packaged into small bags in Wisbech before being sent which is why they are 

taking a long time to move.   Last harvest has turned out to be no record breaker 

but overall better than expected.   Meanwhile all ploughing has been done ready 

for spring crop drilling and the return of drier and warmer weather. 

Chris Ascroft, Wilbraham Farms 

 

A View from the garden 

The sky grows darker from the north and brings a cold thin breeze.  The daylight 

glows an eerie brightness as scraggy clouds skid across the treetops to spray a 

sheet of icy rain and sleet.   But then winter drops its guard, and the temperature 

jumps into double figures as the wind swings into the west.   See-saw weather 

keeps you guessing, and spring stirs in the earth.   The whites and yellows of early 

flowers are ready to burst at the first hint of a warmer spell.   Daffodils, forsythia 

and cherries are ready to cheer us up with the colours of spring. 

From the kitchen table I watch a heron float down to our 

small garden pond like a pterodactyl.   It stands motionless 

for a while before creeping a little closer to take up action-

stations.   The bird stretches out in an ungainly pose, but is 

focussed like a laser ready for a rapid-fire strike at 

anything that will make a tasty snack.   It has become an 

irregular visitor these last few months, but now I must 

cover the water with a wire grid to protect the mating frogs 

whilst they spawn, and help the next generation to survive. 

Meanwhile, the local group of blue tits have already 

surveyed the nest boxes and the robins sing out their 

territories, ever hopeful for the coming breeding season. 

In the vegetable garden the last of the winter crop is coming to an end, to leave 

the remainder of the leeks and a few sprouting broccoli plants.   I sowed a couple 

of rows of broad beans in November which have survived remarkably to date, and 

I look forward to an early crop.   The winter digging has continued almost 

uninterrupted and I’m well-prepared for an early sowing of onions, peas and 

carrots.   However, the lack of rain so far could lead to an early dry spell, 

especially if it turns hot in May.   My rain tanks are full, so I’m ready to irrigate 

when necessary. 

Nigel Start 

20D : Push? No, just pull it along. (5) 

28D : For this utility vehicle the justice takes in lots of energy. (4) 

26A : Teach on road? (5) 

28A : Initially journey everywhere together. (3) 
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now offers 
Homeopathy with Sian Moss BSc LCHE 

 
Encouraging clients to pursue choice in their 
healthcare, seek understanding of their 
condition and feel empowered to take a central 
role in their treatment 

Arnica montana 

Homeopathy provides an individualised treatment to re-establish 
wellbeing and quality of life. 

I work with people of all ages who struggle with a wide variety of 
physical complaints as well as those suffering from the effects of 
stress and emotional issues. 

Appointments in our Great Wilbraham clinic are available 
Mondays and Thursdays from 9am 

Evening appointments are subject to availability  
 
Fees:  

• Initial consultation 1 hour £60; 
• Follow up appointment £40 (remedies included) 
• 50% reduction for children 

 
Contact: 
                  07814951127    sian@fenlandhomeopathy.com 

 

 

mailto:sian@fenlandhomeopathy.com
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 The Five Pillars of Health  

During the winter months, we have seen less sunlight than 

at any other time of the year.   Without the sun, we feel 

the effects of the dark cold days.   Many of us may have 

suffered from the “winter doldrums”.    To help lift our 

mood before Spring arrives, we’ll look in this issue at the 

fifth Pillar of Health:  

Positive Thinking. 

Although we may not be able to change the world around us, we can change the 

way we think about it.   And, if we can develop a positive attitude, we may 

experience an inner sense of peace, self-worth and happiness.   Letting others 

touch us deeply through their kindness is also important to our wellbeing.   We 

can cultivate positive attitudes and emotions by engaging in valuable relationships 

and acknowledging the accomplishments of ourselves and others. 

Six keys can help unlock our happiness in challenging times.   By deepening our 

understanding of each, we gain vital tools to manage our responses to what 

happens around us and within us: 

By cultivating friendliness towards those who are happy, we too experience 

happiness. 

Being able to sit with someone who is unhappy and feel compassion teaches us 

how to feel for others.   It also helps us develop compassion for ourselves. 

We can find a sense of joy when we notice others acting honourably which feeds 

our own integrity and encourages us to behave well. 

But, when we turn away from bad behaviours, we stop feeding them.   They then 

lose their power over us.   We stop giving away the power to control our 

happiness to someone or something else. 

Live with a sense of purpose.   Even simple commitments, if they are meaningful, 

like fulfilling your promise to bake a cake for a local event, can energise us. 

Taking care of ourselves as well as others feeds our sense of self-worth and self-

esteem.   Simply eating well, moving regularly, especially in the fresh air, and 

taking time to rest will build and maintain both our physical and emotional health 

promoting a positive attitude. 

Try using the six keys above together with all the Five Pillars of Health (adequate 

breathing, a balanced diet, moderate exercise, restful sleep and positive thinking) 

to unlock your own happiness and share that with everyone around you.   Now 

that Spring is in the air, embrace it with all your senses and enjoy! 

Juliette Baysham 
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Please Welcome Our New Assistant Curate 

This spring we will be welcoming a new Assistant Curate to the benefice. 

Assistant curates don’t usually arrive, like migrating birds, in the spring, but just 

occasionally, one does.   And here he is.   May I 

introduce to you the Revd Miles Pateman.   Miles was 

ordained Deacon in Ely Cathedral last year, and has 

served six months of a curacy in the northern part of 

the diocese.   When the vicar who was training him 

retired early, the diocese contacted me about the 

possibility of his coming to us, here.   So, we met.  I 

polished my boots and put on a clean collar, and, 

clearly Miles also wanted to make a good impression. 

He was in  immaculate black clericals, velvety black 

topcoat, and, yes, shoes you could see your face in. 

We said Morning Prayer together in the church, and 

then went for coffee, and to learn a little more about one another.   Miles is 

twenty-nine years old.   His family is active in church: his mother is a Licensed 

Lay Minister.   He’s been a chorister, and kept a good singing voice through his 

teens: he’s now a good bass-baritone. Miles comes from a family of brewers: his 

father is the brew-master at Elgood’s in Wisbech; his grandfather was also a 

brewer.   I don’t know whether it was the religious atmosphere of the Pateman 

home, or the singing, or the beer, or the love of German literature (Miles studied 

German at University), but a vocation began to grow, and continued, after 

university, while Miles worked as a postman, meeting people where they were, 

one house at a time. Miles prepared for ordination at the College of the 

Resurrection, Mirfield, in West Yorkshire, one of the Anglo-Catholic residential 

theological colleges in the Church of England, who sent him out on placement to 

Ossett, where he learned from our former Parish Assistant, Lucy Savage (now the 

Reverend Lucy Wormsley) who is serving her curacy there.  

After our coffee, I brought Miles back to the Rectory, and he met the dogs. ‘Don’t 

worry.   It’s all machine-washable,’ he said, in the midst of the scrum of seven 

sets of muddy paws.   I liked him. I think you will too.  

An assistant curate is ordained, but still learning, like a junior doctor.   Miles will 

be learning from me (like all who teach, I hope I’ll be learning from him too). 

He’ll be learning from you as well.   He won’t be living in any of our villages: the 

diocese is moving him to the empty curate’s house in Trumpington.   However, he 

will have a study here, and will be finding ways to meet people in the villages, not 

just in church, but in our schools, and in all the many activities that go on here. 

Miles will be with us for three, or nearly three, years.   The priest he becomes, and 

the ministry he goes on to will be indelibly coloured by the time he spends here, 

with us. It is a joy and a terrific responsibility, and I’m hugely looking forward to 
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it. So when you see a very large young man in a clerical collar—that’s Miles. Or 

Father Miles, if you like.   Or Reverend Miles. He belongs to us.   We belong to 

him.   And we all belong to God in Jesus Christ.  

A postscript: this is not the moment to make jokes about buses; not while the 

Number 18 has been stopped and we don’t know when or if the Wilbrahams will 

have a regular bus service. However, after waiting ten years for a curate in 

Fulbourn and the Wilbrahams, suddenly we have, not just an Assistant Curate, but 

an Honorary Associate Priest too.   Along with Fr Miles Pateman, we have been 

joined by the Reverend Rex Buckley, who has retired to Fulbourn after a long 

career as a Police Chaplain in the Diocese of Chester.   Rex and Susan have now 

unpacked nearly all their boxes, and Rex has received the Bishop’s permission to 

officiate at services in this benefice.  

Both Rex and Miles will be serving, along with me and Steve Mashford, in our 

churches in the Wilbrahams over Lent and Easter. Come and meet them!  

Alice Goodman 

 

The Wilbrahams’ WI 

We are a newly formed Womens Institute made up of ladies from Great 

Wilbraham, Little Wilbraham and Six Mile Bottom. 

We meet in the Memorial Hall of Great Wilbraham on the first Tuesday of each 

month at 7.30pm. 

Our programme of events includes guest speakers covering a variety of subjects; 

gin tasting, supper nights, learning different crafts and more.   There really is 

something for everyone, but most of all it’s a lovely way to spend the evening 

making new friends and having some fun. 

At our February meeting, we were lucky to welcome 

Ian Cumming as our guest speaker who gave a 

really interesting talk on his career as a travel 

photographer and then moved onto his time when he 

reached the finals of the Great British Bake Off.   

The evening ended with the chance to try his Carrot 

Cake which was certainly delicious and only a few 

crumbs remained at the end of the night! 

We look forward to welcoming new members. 

Why not come along and see what we are all about. 

If you would like any further information, please 

call me on 075455666420 

Lisa Gifford, President – The Wilbrahams’ WI 
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Wilbrahams’ Film Club 

It’s been a great start for the Film Club, with 97 members signed up to date and 

an average of 55 people attending the most recent films.   Although it’s still early 

days, it’s pleasing to see the Club establishing itself as a well-supported fixture in 

the Memorial Hall calendar.  

We’ve screened some great films so far, 

including the critically acclaimed  ‘I, 

Daniel Blake’, ‘The Greatest Showman’ 

and ‘The Book Thief’.    By the time this 

edition of the Warbler is out for delivery 

we will have enjoyed a showing of the 

comedy ’Swimming with Men’ starring 

Rob Brydon as a man facing up to a mid-

life crisis by joining an all-male group of 

synchronised swimmers! 

At half term, we hosted a free session for children and their parents/grandparents; 

everyone enjoyed the showing of Disney’s ‘Moana’, as well as the tuck shop 

provided!    Older members of our community haven’t been forgotten either, and 

for the Over 60s club, on March 28th at 2pm, there will be a special free screening 

of that well-loved film ‘Billy Elliot’. 

Future films have been scheduled as follows: 

Friday 5th April : ‘Finding your Feet’ (Cert PG-13) 

A middle class, judgemental snob discovers her husband has been having an affair 

with her best friend and is forced into exile with her bohemian sister who lives on 

an impoverished inner-city council estate.   Imelda Staunton and Celia Imrie star 

as the sisters in this comedy drama.  

Saturday 11th May : ‘Lion’ (Cert. PG-13) 

Dev Patel excels in this true story about a small boy who gets lost on the streets of 

Calcutta, far from his home.   He survives many challenges before being adopted 

by a couple in Australia.   Twenty five years later he sets out to find his long lost 

family. 

Saturday 22nd June : At this screening, there will be a pre-film social event for 

members. Details to be confirmed. 

‘Mamma Mia Here We Go Again’ (Cert. PG) 

The follow up to ‘Mamma Mia’, this musical romantic comedy features an 

ensemble cast, telling the story of Donna Sheridan's arrival on the island of 

Kalokairi and her first meetings with her daughter Sophie's three possible fathers. 

 



33 

 

Saturday 27th July : Marking the 50th anniversary of the first moon-landing we are 

showing ‘The Dish’ (Cert. PG-13) 

A smart, witty Australian comedy drama that tells a somewhat fictionalised story 

of the role of the Parke’s Observatory in relaying live television of man's first 

steps on the Moon during the Apollo 11 mission in 1969. Starring Sam Neill and 

Billy Mitchell. 

Saturday 17th August : ‘Hidden Figures’ (Cert. PG) 

The incredible untold story of three brilliant African-American women working at 

NASA who served as the brains behind the launch into orbit of astronaut John 

Glenn, a stunning achievement that turned around the Space Race.  The visionary 

trio crossed all gender and racial lines and inspired generations.   Starring  Taraji 

P. Henson, Octavia Spencer and Janelle Monae. 

The club is run for members and their families for 

only £12 per year.   Doors open at 7pm for 

refreshments and a chat, with the films starting 

around 7:30pm; guests are always welcome for a 

small entrance fee of £3 each.   If you haven’t 

joined up yet, now is your chance, by visiting the 

Wilbraham’s website: 

http://www.wilbrahams.co.uk/information/wilbrahams-film-club/ 

Chairman Paul Lambton has still got his sights set on 100 members – let’s see if 

we can make him happy!  

Julia A’Court 

  Bottisham Bowling Club   
Come and try your hand at bowls at one of our Open Days 

Bowls, equipment and coaching provided. 

First Open Day Saturday 4th May 

further dates to be announced. 

Free bowling for one month trial period 

reduced subscription for first year 

For further details contact Jim Carswell tel  c 812857 

or Katy Rowe tel  c 813170, or Keith Gibson tel  c 811049 
 

http://www.wilbrahams.co.uk/information/wilbrahams-film-club/
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Cake, Coffee and Natter 

The Social club coffee mornings continue 

to be well supported with the last one on 

7th February attracting over 30 people and 

raising £94.   There was hardly a seat left, 

but the youngsters and gentlemen will 

always give up their seat if there’s one 

needed.   It’s a chance to have a good cup 

of proper coffee (cafetiere or decaf) and a 

delicious piece or two of homemade cake and a natter to catch up on village news.   

Coffee mornings dates for the next few months are : 

Saturday 2nd March, Thursday 28th March, Saturday 13th April, Thursday 9th May 

Saturday 1st June 

Join us if you can.      Martin Gienke    

     

Wilbrahams’ Gardening Club 

Growing Chrysanthemums will be the topic for the March meeting of the 

Wilbrahams’ Gardening Club - the speaker Simon White.   He is the Garden 

Manager of Peter Beale’s Roses who gave a very informative and entertaining 

talk to the Club in 2017 on the A-Z of Roses.   On that occasion, he brought with 

him a large selection of bare-root roses and gardening paraphernalia at bargain 

prices.   Hopefully we can look forward to something similar for 

chrysanthemums.  

As usual, we shall meet in The Memorial Hall at 7:30pm on 18th March. New 

members very welcome. 

A gardening quiz, drinks and nibbles will lighten the club’s April meeting and 

AGM on Monday 15th, while in May we are hoping to organise a visit to The 

Mary Challis House and 

Garden in Sawston.    Date and 

time to be confirmed. 

Picture shows our October 

meeting last year when we 

enjoyed a fascinating talk about 

the wonderful world of Orchids 

by Robert Brett, Curator of the 

RHS Garden at Hyde Hall.   His 

knowledge of all things Orchid 

was phenomenal. 

Jackie Beadsmoore 
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MOT Testing, Servicing & Auto Repairs 

Unit 1, Station Yard, Wilbraham Road 
Fulbourn, Cambridge CB21 5ET 

Tel: (01223) 880747 
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WW1 Memorials and French Conservation Farming 
visit, November 6-8th 2018 

A predicted slowish drive down the M11/25/20 turned out, as predicted! 

Richard Harding, my observer, and I had left in plenty of time to catch our 

EuroTunnel train, so after a coffee and croissant in the terminal building we 

slipped under the channel on route to Dieppe.  

Day One had been reserved for travelling down to our host farms, but rather than 

fill it with a long lunch stop at Le Touquet, I had researched the resting places of 

some family members killed in the Great War, so I could pay my respects. 

Blue sky and 17 degree temperatures 

made for a very pleasant drive across to 

Auby, our first cemetery destination.   

This was the resting place of Second 

Lieutenant Owen James Butler of the 

Norfolk Regiment, killed on 16th October 

1918 aged 20 yrs.   November 1st was All 

Saints Day in France which meant the 

town cemetery was still brightly decorated 

with Chrysanthemums.   The memorials 

were mostly expensive looking large 

marble structures and just about all were lavishly decorated with flowers.   I’d 

seen nothing like this in the UK.   After somewhat of a struggle we found a pair of 

much simpler graves that had been immaculately looked after by the 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission in the decades since the war.   We 

stood in silence for a few minutes in the autumn sunshine contemplating the 

passing of 100 years, laid a poppy and moved on. 

Next stop Louvencourt, a CWGC cemetery, again immaculately tended on a quiet 

country lane, looking out over the peaceful French countryside; very different 

from what the scene would have been 100 years earlier.  This was the resting 

place of Bombardier Joseph Lawrence killed on April 21st 1918 aged 31.  A 

plaque detailed the history of the battles on the Western Front and highlighted 

areas that had been fought over several times, as each side gained a temporary 

advantage.   I laid a poppy, left a note in the book of remembrance and we headed 

off for our overnight stay, covering miles in minutes that had been hard fought 

over for years, ten decades earlier.   

If you have family members who fought and fell in either of the wars a visit to 

their resting place is something you should try and do.   My two relations, both 

relatively young men with their lives ahead of them were sadly killed in the last 

few months of the war.   It was a special thing to be able to visit their resting 

places 100 years on, in recognition of their sacrifices.  
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Normandy 

The French countryside in this area was punctuated by fields containing either 

just mustard that was being flailed and diced, through to a few with very varied 

cover crop mixes.   Although spade-less we could not resist getting out to have 

look at what was growing in some of these fields.   As some of the species 

growing we didn’t recognise, Richard did his usual taste test to see if we were 

looking at turnips or radish; hot after taste so radish!    Lots of questions for 

Victor Leforestier our first host about French farming regulations, when we meet 

tomorrow.  

We dined very well in Dieppe and after a comfortable night in a sea front hotel 

and a good continental breakfast, we headed along the coast road through some 

lovely seaside villages to meet my friend Victor at his first field.  This land, just 

in from the Normandy coast is very productive, capable of growing both 

vegetables and roots and, as evident from the operations being carried out, full 

tillage was clearly still favourite.   The rules governing greening in France allow 

for cover crop (green manure) destruction from November 1st so there were 

ploughs and drills turning mustard cover into wheat everywhere.   We had the 

impression that many farmers were “greening” because they had to, not because 

they could see the wider benefits.    

Victor’s field was a very different scene, a riot of colourful flowers, full of insects 

and wildlife.   Victor is somewhat unusual in the world of Conservation 

Agriculture in that he is working with three root crops in his rotation, beetroot, 

potatoes and sugar beet, but still extensively using cover crops to build organic 

matter and soil biology.   His rotation is built around flax for hemp production, 

widely grown in Normandy, but he also grows wheat and barley as we do here. 

Victor had his tele-handler at the field to dig some soil profiles which 

demonstrated very well how he’d built up the organic matter near the surface and 

how roots had taken advantage of the impressive worm holes. 

We enjoyed a very relaxed (this was 

France) lunch at a Restaurant in a little 

coastal village Veulettes-sur-Mer and 

then, escorted by Victor, acting translator 

for the afternoon, visited  Emmanuel 

Bellest who farms at Paluel.   Emmanuel 

is growing sugar beet and rape in his 

rotation using strip-till, like Victor he 

had the most amazing fields of multi 

species cover crops in flower.   France 

was looking beautiful.  

You don’t get to visit some of the very best French Conservation farmers without 

clocking up a few miles so on leaving Victor and Emmanuel we headed 150 kms 
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west to Amiens for our second night.   Our town centre Ibis didn’t promise too 

much from the outside, but the rooms were clean and comfortable (too 

comfortable for one, who slept waaay too well....), it had a bar and secure 

underground parking; Result!   So, as to not dilute the memory of the exquisite 

dinner we’d had in Dieppe, and also to keep the trip on budget, we went for a less 

upmarket restaurant this time.   We reasoned that as some locals were dining there 

it should be ok but the laminated menus should have been a clue to the fare we 

were about to have.   If you value steak by how much chewing it takes to be able 

to swallow it, we got great value!!! 

Early to rise (for most of the team) resulted in a quick breakfast, check-out then 

100 km drive south to the beautiful estate farm of Frederic Remy.   We were 

greeted by Frederic and our host for the afternoon Julien Senez at a very 

impressive machinery shed and grain store.   I had my usual attack of French 

trailer envy.   Gosh they do have fabulous trailers, and the Fendt tractor on a new 

Horsch seed drill just off to do some contract work for a neighbour equally 

impressed.   But as we know its not all about the machinery, so over a coffee and 

croissant we enjoyed a very informative short presentation on Frederic’s farming 

history at the estate he manages and his journey into Conservation Agriculture.  

Both Frederic and Julien had a good enough command of English for us to have a 

good understanding of what they are striving for on their farms; Conservation 

Agriculture is of course an international language. 

Frederic does indeed have a very beautiful farm, just 14 kms from Paris he can 

see the Eiffel Tower from his tractor cab.   The farm with its woods and glades, 

lake, beautiful old buildings, a small estate church and Castle make it the most 

amazing place to live and work.   Frederic’s fields were immaculately farmed too, 

crops edge to edge even, save for a wheat headland grubbed up by wild boar, and 

his attention to detail and huge enthusiasm for how he is now farming and the 

success he’s had over the last five years was infectious.   

Lunch time again and this time courteousy of Julien in a gorgeous conservatory at 

a golf club near his farm at Vignemont.   Julien has been zero-till for eight years 

and in that time has done around 60 trials on his farm to work out how to improve 

his soil to give increasing and reliable yields.   Standing in a flowering cover crop 

that was around 5 feet tall made up of a 15 species mix looked to be cover crop 

perfection.   He had learnt well.   The soil in this field had around 40% clay 

content but had the colour and structure of something you would find in a grow-

bag at a garden centre.   As France has already lost neonic seed dressings on 

cereals (now happening in the UK as mentioned by Chris Ascroft in the Autumn 

issue) we saw many later planted cereal crops, which helped offset the need for 

early indiscriminate insecticide sprays, as did planting into green vegetation with 

the cover crop hosting some of the aphids instead of the cereal plants. 

Some common benefits seen on the very innovative farms we visited were, 

improvement of farm biodiversity and soil structures, the reduction in artificial 



42 

 

inputs, machinery, labour and tractor hours.   These are all things that 

Conservation Agriculture brings to a farming business, thus freeing up time for 

those farmers to spend doing other things, enriching their lives as well as the 

environment. 

David White. 

Your Opinion Really Matters!  

Is The Message To Residents from The Great Wilbraham Parish Council 

Speed Awareness Campaign (SAC) 

Over the last few months, the GWPC SAC team 

have conducted trials at two locations using the 

Flashing Speed Sign. Both locations recorded 

the speed of vehicles passing through the 

village inside the 30 MPH limit.   The total 

number of vehicles and the timing of peak 

periods were also recorded. 

The team are now going to place the sign at two 

new locations to monitor the speed of vehicles 

entering the 30 MPH limit.   The first site is at 

The Lanes to record vehicles coming into the 

village from Little Wilbraham and the next will 

be in Station Road to record the speed of 

vehicles coming from Fulbourn. 

Once the team have collected all the 

information, the Parish Council can consider 

whether any traffic calming would be beneficial to residents and if so what form it 

should take ? 

In any application submitted to the Highways Authority, one of their main 

considerations will be; evidence that this proposal is supported by local residents? 

So please make your opinion known to our Parish Clerk; Natalie Mulvey 

clerkgw@wilbrahams.co.uk.   A short email expressing your support for traffic 

calming and any suggestions as to where it should go would be very much 

appreciated by the SAC team.   This is your chance to have your say on what 

action you would like to see to reduce the speed of traffic in our village and 

improve our environment. 

With the ongoing development of Cambridge as an international centre for 

biomedical research, traffic volumes for all villages with access routes into the 

City are going to increase.   So, please take a little time to email your thoughts on 

what might be done to manage the risks in Great Wilbraham to Natalie. 

Alister McFarquhar 

mailto:clerkgw@wilbrahams.co.uk
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Cambridge Hillclimb Champion 
Well, there are not many hills near Cambridge, but every year, since 1946, 

Cambridge Cycling Club has held a ‘hillclimb’ for its club members up the 

Beechwoods on the Gog Magog Hills.   This is a sprint event, where riders need 

to average 20mph or more to have a hope of winning, typically in a time of less 

than 1 minute 40 seconds.   Great Wilbraham’s James Ward discovered that he 

had a penchant for riding uphill in 1989 when, aged 17, he won the club’s Lewis 

Cup Hill Climb trophy for the first time.   Since then he has won it a further 10 

times until 2006. Being a young man’s sport, James thought that his hillclimb 

days were over.   However, no one was more surprised than James to find that he 

has won it again this year, now completing a span of wins over a total of four (and 

now nearly five) decades!   This probably really is for the last time. 

James received his medal from Michael Hutchinson (the real talent is on the left, 

with his 56 national championship 

titles!).   James feels delighted but a little 

embarrassed, as he likens the hillclimb 

trophy to the Death Valley ice skating 

trophy.   If only there were real hills in 

Cambridge.   That said, James did manage 

to finish in the top 20 in the National 

Hillclimb Championship held up Bank 

Road in Matlock, a few years ago.   He 

finished 7th in his age group in the 

National Championship in November this 

year.   Not too bad for a flatlander. 

Martin Gienke 

Still Scrabbling 

A few people have said to me lately, Oh! I forgot Scrabble was on this week, and 

I do want to come.  Maybe I need to put a poster in the shop window to remind 

folk.   Dates are on the  notice board at main entrance to the Wilbrahams' 

Memorial Hall, in the Warbler Calendar at www.wilbrahams.co.uk.   Our 

meetings in March are 13th and 27th, then fortnightly thereafter; but please check 

with us before you come as we occasionally have to change dates.   As you know, 

we play for fun, there are no competitions and we help each other along if we get 

stuck, so if you have never played before this is the place to start.   Tea and 

biscuits refresh us at 3 p.m., and we finish between 4.00 and 4.30 p.m.   It's good 

to catch up with one another’s news too!   Please contact us on 01223 880934 if 

you would like to find out more, or email harmermarilyn@gmail.com. 

Marilyn and Stephen Harmer. 

http://www.wilbrahams.co.uk/
mailto:harmermarilyn@gmail.com
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MICHAEL BEAUMONT’S 

BUTCHERS  EST 1965 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

BUTCHERS, FARMER, GREAT ROLL & PIE MAKERS 

WE SELL FREE RANGE, LOCALLY SOURCED MEATS, 

OUR OWN AWARD WINNING SAUSAGES, 

BURGERS, FINE CHEESES AND DAIRY. 

For a tasty range of “just cook” meals, fabulous steaks, 

freshly made free range sausage rolls & scotch eggs. 

………………………………………………………………………………………

Come and see us, great offers always available 

Follow us on Facebook & Twitter for 

“just cook” timings and offers 

………………………………………………………………… 
17 High Street, Fulbourn 

Cambridge CB21 5DH 

Mondays - Fridays : 8.00am – 5.30pm 

Saturdays : 8.00am – 1.00pm 

01223 880955 

EMAIL : info@beaumontsbutchers.com 
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Earliest evidence of British Beer Brewing in A14 site 

Deep below the surface of Britain’s biggest road scheme something has been 

brewing… for a very long time – more than 2,000 years in fact. 

Experts working on Highways England’s £1.5bn upgrade of the A14 in 

Cambridgeshire have uncovered what is believed to be evidence of the first beer 

brewed in the UK.   The tell-tale signs of the Iron Age brew, potentially from as 

far back as 400 BC, were uncovered in tiny fragments of charred residues from 

the beer making process from earth excavated with other archaeological finds.   

Further finds show the locals also had a taste for porridge and bread as well as 

beer.   The discoveries are the latest on the road project where previous finds 

include woolly mammoths, abandoned villages, and burials. 

Dr Steve Sherlock, Highways England archaeology lead for the A14, said: 

“The work we are doing on the A14 continues to unearth incredible discoveries 

that are helping to shape our understanding of how life in Cambridgeshire, and 

beyond, has developed through history. 

It’s a well-known fact that ancient populations used the beer making process to 

purify water and create a safe source of hydration, but this is potentially the 

earliest physical evidence of that process taking place in the UK. 

This is all part of the work we are doing to respect the areas cultural heritage 

while we deliver our vital upgrade for the A14.” 

A team of up to 250 archaeologists led 

by experts from MOLA Headland 

Infrastructure has been working on the 

project, investigating 33 sites across 

360 hectares.   MOLA Headland 

archaeobotanist, Lara Gonzalez came 

across the latest fascinating evidence. 

 “I knew when I looked at these tiny 

fragments under the microscope that I 

had something special.   The 

microstructure of these remains had 

clearly changed through the 

fermentation process and air bubbles 

typical of those formed in the boiling 

and mashing process of brewing.    It’s 

like looking for a needle in a haystack but as an archaeobotanist it’s incredibly 

exciting to identify remains of this significance and to play a part in uncovering 

the fascinating history of the Cambridgeshire landscape. 
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The porous structures of these fragments are quite 

similar to bread, but through microscopic study, it’s 

possible to see that this residue is from the beer-

making process as it shows evidence of 

fermentation and contains larger pieces of cracked 

grains and bran but no fine flour.   Further analysis 

into the fermentation process involved in brewing 

will hopefully tell us more.” 

“East Anglia has always been of great importance to brewing as a result of the 

quality of the barley that grows there.   It’s known as maritime barley and is 

prized throughout the world.   When the Romans invaded Britain they found the 

local tribes brewing a type of beer called curmi.   As far as is known, it was made 

from grain, but no hops were used: hops didn’t come into use in Britain until the 

15th century, and there was much opposition to hops from many traditional 

brewers, who used herbs and spice to balance the sweetness of the malt. 

  Angela Harrison  Highways England 

 

Lost and Found no longer in the Police Role 

Cambridgeshire Constabulary joined other police forces nationwide by ceasing to 

take reports of lost property and accepting only certain types of found item 

Constables’ Council agreed it as a way of reducing non-essential demand and the 

associated costs and bureaucracy generated for call centres and front counters.. 

The changes took effect nationally on 1st February after the Chief Constables’ 

Council agreed it as a way of reducing non-essential demand and the associated 

costs and bureaucracy generated for call centres and front counters. 

 “There are now many ways of receiving the same service online and information 

and guidance is available on https://www.cambs.police.uk/information-and-

services/Property-and-animals/Lost-and-found.   These changes will result in a 

significant saving for forces in terms of time and money and allow them to 

concentrate on the issues most important to people. 

 “For found items we no longer accept, with some exceptions, the finder will be 

encouraged to retain the property.   They are under no legal obligation to hand in 

the property providing they have made a reasonable attempt to return it to the 

owner.”. 

Cambridgeshire Constabulary 

19D : South, then guided, with dogs. (4) 30A : SEE 8D 

10D : Play no ace and sail away. (5) 12D : Turn back and lose a kilo. (3) 

27A : Teach off road? (5)   24A : 29D in Paris. (5)   

15A : Carried away with a bit of Debussy. (3) 
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Substantial Attendance at Church Celebrations 

St Nicholas Church, Great Wilbraham, has reported continuing substantial 

attendances for its various Christmas celebrations.    More and more families, 

especially those with young children, are joining our congregations, both here and 

at St John’s, Little Wilbraham.    Church Wardens from both Churches have 

reported the following numbers:  

St Nicholas’ Great Wilbraham 

Carol Service Christmas Eve   195 

Holy Communion Christmas Day    37 

St John’s Little Wilbraham 

Carol Service 16 December     90 

Midnight Mass 24th December     60 

The importance of these special places was also reflected in our Church Yards, 

Nick Toovey reporting that around 100 graves in St Nicholas’ cemetery alone 

were decorated with fresh flowers and wreaths over Advent. 

Jackie Beadsmoore 

 

Wilbrahams’, Six Mile Bottom and Fulbourn 
Over 60’s Club 

We hold all the meetings on the last Thursday of the month, except for the 

December meeting which is the Thursday before Christmas. 

We started the year with The Party which we should have had in December.  A 

good time was had by all.  Music was by Brian Roy.   We also had a tombola, 

sandwiches and savouries. 

Jan. 31st We had 5 games of bingo and 4 of ‘Hoy’ with tea and biscuits at half 

time. 

February 28th We have Richard Danson and his wife who play different 

instruments.  Peter came to play the bagpipes last year. 

March 28th We will have a film show. 

April 25th is the AGM and we shall have the programme for the coming year.  

This includes a trip out, two tea dances and three speakers with a party at 

Christmas. 

For more information come and join us or ring Keith Precious on 880832 or Mrs. 

C. Fabb 880813 
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Watercolour Discovery  

As members of the Welbrahams Mental Health First Aid Group, we are trying to 

raise awareness of the importance of good mental health and we are encouraging 

people to introduce activities which will promote emotional well-being and to 

have fun socialising.   Painting is therapeutic.   By immersing yourself 

completely, this absorbing activity leads you away from any current concerns, so 

you do not think about anything else but the creativity.   Painting can be calming, 

but also energising and exciting. 

In the autumn Helen Clarke very generously ran a half day workshop for a mixed 

age group of 16 people (teenagers to OAPs) to provide an opportunity to try 

watercolour painting in a relaxed and encouraging atmosphere.   The church 

kindly let us use their space.   The new facilities were absolutely brilliant and this 

helped make it a great community event. Tindalls Art Shop in Newmarket 

generously sponsored the event by providing the materials. 

Everyone seemed to gain a lot from the free session with the emphasis on playing 

and mixing colours and watching how texture could be created by adding ink, salt 

and cling film.   This was then transferred into painting beautiful leaves of various 

shapes and colour patterns. 

Megan Chapman, age 11, wrote about the workshop "The watercolour workshop 

caught my interest as I enjoy art and crafts.   It seemed a bit strange going to 

church to paint, but once I was there I found it enjoyable and interesting.    I 

enjoyed the painting and seeing friends out of school, and of course the sweets!!   

The workshop was interesting, and I learnt about using salt to effect the colours as 

well as using cling film to create patterns.   It was very kind of Helen and the 

group to set it up, and Tindalls to sponsor it". 

The group are hoping to have another free event in the summer 'Meadow Painting' 

watch out for the posters. 

Joy Bray 

 

Lucy Frazer MP in Great Wilbraham  

An Open Meeting with Lucy Frazer MP will take place on 

Thursday April 11th. 

This is an opportunity for residents to come and meet their 

MP and discuss any issues they would like to raise in person. 

Lucy will be at The Wilbrahams Memorial Hall from 7.45pm 

to 8.45pm and is looking forward to meeting you!  

Caroline Cosgrove 
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Planning Policy and the Effect on our Environment 

When we decided to move out of the centre of Cambridge, Great Wilbraham 

appeared to offer an escape from the kind of over-development that plagues so 

many towns and cities. Buying a house in a conservation area gave some 

assurance, we thought, that the environment that attracted us would not change.  

Last year our neighbours applied to extend their pretty thatched cottage, which the 

District Council categorises as a “non-designated heritage asset within the 

conservation area”. The 1990 Planning Act defines such areas as “of special 

architectural or historic interest, the character or appearance of which it is 

desirable to preserve or enhance.”  

The planning process provides an opportunity for those in the neighbourhood to 

give their opinions before the Local Authority decides whether to agree or reject 

an application. Four of our reasons for opposing the plans were admissible, 

according to the guidelines provided by SCDC: the erosion of character within the 

Conservation Area, overbearing impact on adjacent properties, disproportionate 

addition to an existing building and inappropriate alteration of a heritage asset.  

How should the planners view a development which would clearly contradict the 

notion of preserving or enhancing this historic part of the village, particularly a 

house considered to be a “heritage asset”? The first application was withdrawn 

following observations by SCDC’s Historic Buildings Officer (HBO), however 

planning officers subsequently gave advice about how to shape a second 

application which was, unsurprisingly, successful – despite the HBO‘s continued 

opposition. The result: an 18/19th Century-style thatched cottage, already 

possessing a pan-tiled extension built in 1998, is now having a 21st Century flat-

topped addition: 

“… a single unified and minimalist volume to the proposed extension which 

makes no stylistic references to the existing building and its existing extension 

and which expresses itself as a further layer of history to the story of this 

building. The external finishes … are to be matt black stained vertical boarding to 

the ground floor and terne-coated1 steel with standing seams to the upper floor. It 

is considered that the use of these materials is appropriate as they in themselves 

reference the vernacular materials’ palette of the predominant agricultural 

character of the locality.” 

None of this adequately conveyed the idea of what the development would look 

like.  

                                                        
1 Terne plate is a form of tinplate: a thin steel sheet coated with an alloy 
of lead and tin. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Steel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lead
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tin
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Our assertion, perhaps naïve, is that the environment (what we see, hear and 

breathe) belongs to us all. Should not the ability to view any proposed new 

development, from any angle, be part of the modern-day planning process? 

Computer-aided design packages providing 3D perspectives are readily available. 

Why, when they would assist elected representatives and officers in judging the 

effect of new developments on the environment, are they not used in the decision-

making process? 

In the broadest context we are concerned that national housing policy, which 

drives or (at best) informs the decision of local authorities, is disregarding the 

characteristics that distinguish villages like Great Wilbraham from urban 

developments. When we presented our opinion on the first planning application to 

the Parish Council, we expressed concern about the number of small and medium 

sized houses that were being extended – to the point where they could no longer 

be afforded by the majority of people: particularly young people. Also, with an 

increasing number of retirees seeking to downsize, are the smaller properties that 

have traditionally provided that opportunity going to exist in the village in a few 

years’ time?  

There are other issues related to planning and development which should concern 

us all: 

If someone wishes to build along a common boundary and they are granted 

permission to do so, they have the right to use their neighbour’s property to 

position foundations and to enable them to erect their new building. This should 

certainly be a factor to be considered by anyone looking to buy a house where 

there is scope for neighbours to extend their properties. 

Planning applications are rarely decided by elected representatives. Most often 

decisions are delegated to the Local Authority’s employees. Parish Councils 

appear to have little or no influence over whether applications for development in 

the Village are rejected or approved; another neighbour told us that they had 

resigned from the Council because the SCDC gave no weight to the opinion of the 

local parish councillors.  In conclusion, does housing policy serve the best 

interests of communities such as that of Great Wilbraham, and is the notion of a 

“conservation area’ defunct in this modern age? What is the price of “progress”? 

Tim and Chris Page  

18A : Stable transport, but standing room only (8) 

21A : A bit of a risk I take, best downhill. (3) 

22A, 21D : In a hurry, then get these on, only in winter (3,5) 

21D : SEE 22A  

25D : This could sound dreary! (5) 

17D, 26D : Sounds like an instruction to a novice biker. (3,5) 

26D : SEE 17D 

17A : Vagrant, without end, keeps to a fixed route. (4) 
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Counting the Cost of Christmas 

By the time this Spring issue of the Warbler has dropped 

through our letterboxes, hopefully the weather will have 

cheered up, the days will be getting longer and we’ll all be 

looking forward to the bright summer months to come.   What may not be so 

appealing however, is that over the last few months, we will have had sight of our 

bank and credit card statements, as we survey the real cost of the recent Christmas 

season. 

It’s a sad fact that for many of us, the festive season has become a time of worry, 

as increased commercialisation has served to put many people under pressure to 

spend more than they can afford.   Parents with young children in particular are 

targeted by advertisers many months in advance and often feel powerless to 

escape the Christmas rollercoaster of spending.   As a result, starting the new year 

having to pay off the debts of the last few months is a stark reality for many 

families, and if not addressed, the vicious cycle of spending, borrowing and 

spending yet more to pay for the borrowing becomes a real problem. 

At a recent meeting of The Well-brahams Mental Health & Well-being Group this 

came up for discussion as part of a wider debate about debt and mental health. 

Debt isn’t just a financial problem, it causes family and relationship break-ups, 

the loss of homes and livelihoods and worse; as Martin Lewis of the Money and 

Mental Health Policy Institute states, ‘Severe debt can cause mental health 

problems, and mental health problems can cause severe debt.’  

This is clearly a huge and complex subject and one which our group hope to 

address more fully at some point in the future.   So for the time being we’d like to 

offer a selection of ideas which if considered now, may help individuals and 

families to enjoy a more economical and consequently less stressful festive season 

this year, without being thought of as ‘Scrooges’!   Start a ‘Christmas fund’ early 

in the year, saving a little amount each month to spread the cost.   By the time 

December arrives, there should be a good amount in the kitty.   Encourage 

employers and workmates to do the same in the workplace by starting a 

‘Christmas Club’, where an agreed amount is deducted from wages each month 

and invested in a savings account.   The accumulated funds are then divided 

between employees and any interest accrued over the year added as a bonus. 

Present-giving has for many become an obligation at Christmas, rather than a joy, 

so limit the number of people you buy for, letting friends and relatives know that 

for reasons of economy you will be buying only for immediate close family. 

Perhaps remember people with something special when it’s their birthday instead. 

As far as gifts are concerned, try setting a limit on the amount spent on each 

person; spending a lot on one encourages us to get carried away with all the 

others!   Children can be encouraged to spend only a small amount but to really 
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think about what the recipient would like – it is after all a wonderful feeling to 

give as well as to receive. 

Many families are moving away from the idea of buying presents for the whole 

family but instead are going for the ‘Secret Santa”, where everyone buys for just 

one person and a limit is set on the cost of the gift.   There are several ways of 

organising it, including picking names out of a hat, but there are also websites 

around now who will do all the work for you – have a look at 

www.DrawNames.com 

Buy gifts from charity shops and in the sales throughout the year to get good 

value for money and to spread the cost. 

Make your own gifts and cards and encourage children to do the same.  

Think about donating to charity instead of buying presents and encourage friends 

and relatives to do the same.  

We hope this has given you some ideas for dealing with a particular time of the 

year, but if you are worried about debt and would like some help and free advice, 

do look at the following websites: 

Money and Mental Health Policy Institute :  www.moneyandmentalhealth.org  

(Publishers of The Mental Health & Debt Guide) 

Step Change Debt Charity:  www.stepchange.org 

National Debtline:  www.nationaldebtline.org 

https://www.rcpsych.ac.uk/mental-health/problems-disorders/debt-and-mental-

health 

Julia A’Court  The Well-brahams Mental Health & Well-being Group  

 

St John's Players next production 
St Players’ next production is The Memory of 

Water, by Shelagh Stephenson at Townley Centre, 

Fulbourn, Wednesday 29th May to Saturday 1st 

June, 7:30 each evening. 

Three estranged sisters meet on the eve of their 

mother’s funeral.   As they attempt to organise the 

funeral, alternative memories of their childhood 

wash over them and the secrets of their separate 

lives are revealed.   With laughter and tears, memories fade, blur and persist as 

the sisters reminisce, watched over by the ghost of the mother to whom they are 

preparing to say goodbye.   The play won the Laurence Olivier Award for Best 

Comedy in 2000.  Tickets (£8, or £7 concessions) will be 

available.from https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/stjohnsplayers 

http://www.drawnames.com/
http://www.moneyandmentalhealth.org/
http://www.stepchange.org/
http://www.nationaldebtline.org/
https://www.rcpsych.ac.uk/mental-health/problems-disorders/debt-and-mental-health
https://www.rcpsych.ac.uk/mental-health/problems-disorders/debt-and-mental-health
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/stjohnsplayers
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Six Mile Bottom Sports and Social Club  

Latest News 

Our annual break this year has been arranged and we are off to the Delmont Hotel 

in Scarborough for five days from Monday 21st October and returning on Friday 

the 25th.   Please see Pete or Jen Taylor if you are interested. (Only double or 

twin rooms are now available)   

The Six Mile Bottom Women’s' Friendship Group  

March 20th Tai Chi Demonstration with participation 

April 17th Sugarcraft for Easter demonstration 

May 15th Chocolate demonstration 

June 19th Card making with participation 

All ladies welcome to meet at 7.30pm on the nights. A small charge will be made 

to cover the cost of some of the demonstrations. They describe themselves as 'a 

friendly fun group of ladies, who enjoy getting together for a drink and a chat 

along with the demonstrations. Raffles are also held. The group welcomes all 

ladies whether or not club members. For further details please contact JenTaylor 

or just come along to the Club at 7.30pm on the third Wednesday of the month. 

Information   

A reminder that we have a mobile post office here at the Club on Thursdays. 

Another reminder to everyone that the Club is available for hire to all members 

FREE OF CHARGE for parties, functions etc. SO PLEASE SPREAD THE 

WORD.  Non-members would not be charged, but would be asked to make a 

donation to the Club. 

To help reduce costs we would like to stop sending newsletters in the post.   

Ideally they should be collected from the Club, but we can Email them.  

WHATS ON 

Saturday 9 March : Pauline's charity bingo in aid of our charity for this year for 

local people.  Bingo as usual on the Sunday.   Raffle donations 

would be appreciated. 

Saturday 16 March : Race Night in aid of club funds.  

Saturday 23 March : Big party night in order to celebrate several members' 

birthdays that fall in March. Please see notice board nearer 

the time.   

Saturday 30 March : In house darts competition. Open to all.  

Saturday13 April : Play Your Cards Right night  

Saturday 20 April : As it is the Easter week-end Bingo will be on this night 

instead of the usual Sunday.  

Easter Monday 22 April : Lunch time Easter draw.  
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Saturday 27 April : Beryl's quiz with a Chinese supper. Please see notice board 

nearer the time.  

Bank holiday Monday 6 May : Lunch time £1 BBQ.   

Saturday 11 May : Pedro's quiz with Ploughman's supper.   Please see notice 

board nearer the time.  

Saturday 18 May : Play Your Cards Right night.  

Saturday 25 May : Another big party night to celebrate those with May birthdays.   

Bank holiday Monday 27 May : Lunch time £1 BBQ. 

Please also note our opening times and ongoing events unless stated otherwise 

Sundays : Club/bar open at midday until 9 pm. Bingo in the evening, 7.45 start. 

Mondays : Club is shut   

Tuesdays : Club is shut unless we have a home darts match. Please see the 

noticeboard for dates.   

Wednesdays - Club is only open for the Women’s Friendship Group 

Thursdays - The Club is open at 2 pm for the Mobile Post Office and everyone is 

welcome to use it. (At present the bar is shut but this could change if 

more people were to use the post office). Club shut in the evening.  

Fridays and Saturdays - Club and bar open at 8 pm. 

Geoff Woods 

Hospice’s fundraising 
Christmas tree recycling 

scheme  

Over one hundred volunteers 

helped Arthur Rank Hospice 

Charity collect 1860 pre-loved 

Christmas trees on Friday 11 

and Saturday 12 January, 

raising £26,500! 

If you would like to help by 

volunteering or sponsoring the 

Hospice’s next annual 

Christmas tree recycling 

scheme in January 2020, 

please email 

bec.beattie@arhc.org.uk or 

call 01223 675885 to register 

your details.  
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Love is … 

You may well have heard this scripture before, most likely at a wedding service: 

“Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 

It does not dishonour others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it 

keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the 

truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. Love 

never fails”. (1 Corinthians 13.4-8)  

The Bible tells us “God is Love” (1 John 4.8) so one of the things I like to do 

with this passage is replace “Love”  in the text with “God / Jesus”, “God is 

patient, Jesus is kind …” We are called to follow Jesus, to be like Him, so it 

follows that we should strive to model these characteristics too, so, I often 

challenge myself by placing my name in the passage to see how true the 

statements are, “Alan is patient, Alan is kind …”  

Love is patient. God is patient. Jesus is patient. Alan is patient (?) Insert your 

name into this statement. 

 ‘Patient’ as defined in the dictionary, “able to accept or tolerate delays, 

problems, or suffering without becoming annoyed or anxious.” 

I regularly reflect on how patient God is with me, I would have given up on 

myself a long time ago, but God and Jesus do not give up on me. Jesus shows 

what He requires from us, teaches and demonstrates what life with Him is like, 

and gently leads us forward, recognising we will have struggles, constantly there 

for us, always loving us, ever ready to welcome us back if we stray, however far 

we have wandered. 

I can be so impatient. My main triggers being: poor service, delays / waiting, self-

centred people. This first aspect of love challenges me every time. I will make a 

conscious effort this month to grow in my patience with others, with situations I 

face, and maybe even with myself. Will you join me? Let’s see how we get on, 

and those of you who get opportunity, hold me to account! 

It would be amazing to see you at RENEW, you are welcome every Sunday 

10.30am at Bottisham Primary School. You will receive a warm welcome, a hot 

cup of tea or coffee, a relaxed environment and an opportunity to join us on a 

journey of discovering the great things God has prepared for us.  

Rev’d Alan Brand 

RENEW Services for March, April and May2019 

We have activities for children and young people at all our RENEW morning 

services.  Everyone is welcome. 

Croissants and drinks are available before Morning Worship from 10.10 am. 
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First Sunday Morning Worship 10.30  Bottisham Primary School with Holy 

Communion 

Second Sunday Morning Worship 10.30 at the School followed by shared lunch 

Other Sundays Morning Worship 10.30 at the school. 

For more information about any of the activities of RENEW Church please 

contact: 

Rev. Alan Brand on C.812558.  Email: alan.brand@renewchurch.org.uk 

Or visit our website at  www.renewchurch.org.uk 

 

Ringing Remembers :  First Anniversary 

It is heartening to realise that since our successful recruitment drive in March last 

year we now have eight new fully-fledged members of our ringing band. 

We are grateful for the 

excellent teaching support 

provided by a number of 

local teachers, and also 

teachers at Stretham 

Ringing Education 

Centre.   The development 

of our new ringers would 

not have been possible 

without them.   Already, 

Melanie, Rachel, Karen, 

Nick and Paul have 

achieved their level 1 

certificates. Madhu, 

Denise and David are not 

far behind.   And all are now recently elected members of The Ely Diocesan 

Association of Bell Ringers. 

We now have 13 local members in our band. It is a new experience for us to have 

six to eight ringers present for Sunday Service Ringing.   For services during the 

working week, bell ringers from other Towers help out. 

On Saturday 9th February we hosted the Cambridge District Bell Ringers monthly 

meeting.  This provided an opportunity for Ringing Remembers recruits in the 

District to meet each other and also many other ringers.   In all, 33 ringers were 

present.   There was great ringing, a fine tea provided by us, and a cheerful 

atmosphere. 

Finally, thank you the many people who support and encourage us.   You made 

this anniversary possible. 

Renee Tanburn. 

 

mailto:alan.brand@renewchurch.org.uk
http://www.renewchurch.org.uk/
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Favourite Recipes 

If you like your duck pink, then this is probably not for you, but the meat is very 

tender and tasty. 

With acknowledgement to Duck a L’Orange   John Bramwell 

DUCK WITH PARMA HAM   Serves 2 

Ingredients     Method 

2 duck breasts  : Take the skin off the duck breasts 

Sage leaves, chopped : Mix some chopped fresh sage leaves with butter,  

Butter   : season and spread it on one duck breast. 

Parma Ham  : Put the other duck breast on top, to make a sandwich 

white wine  : Wrap in Parma ham and tie with string. 

stock   : Sear in hot butter, and then add the wine followed  

Juice of 1 orange  : by the stock, sufficient to cover the duck breasts. 

Season to taste  : Simmer for 40-45 minutes, or transfer to a slow 

   : cooker for a couple of hours. 

   : Remove duck.   Add the orange juice to some of the stock 

   : and cook for 5 minutes. 

   : Remove string, slice the duck breasts and serve. 

 

Stressed and in need of relaxation? 

Come and give Complimentary Therapy a try at……… 

“EQUILIBRIUM” 
Aromatherapy Massage : Reflexology 

Indian Head Massage : Reiki 
Rosemary Marsh MFHT MICHT 

Reiki Master 

3 Waterworks Cottage, Balsham Road 

Fulbourn, Cambridge CB21 5DA 

07981 997061 

By Appointment only : Free Parking 
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Our Swifts will soon be back! 

Well before the next issue of the Warbler – I confidently predict before the end of 

the first week of May – swifts will return to our villages from Africa where they 

have spent their Winter.   They are very loyal to their nest-sites, often in the eaves 

of buildings or under small gaps in rooftiles.   Sadly, many of those sites 

disappear when buildings are replaced or renovated; re-roofing in particular often 

destroys the small openings upon which the swifts depend. 

This is why it is important for property owners to consider swifts when planning 

renovations; and important, too, to 

provide new, artificial nest sites for 

these wonderful birds, whose 

numbers are declining.   Swifts 

make almost no mess and do no 

damage to buildings – they make 

good neighbours and it is easy to 

share our properties with them.   If 

you are at all interested and want to 

find out more about where to buy 

and site a nestbox on your home, 

please get it touch with me – 

882371 or thetooveys@gmail.com. 

Better still, MAKE a nestbox.   Here is a photo of a simple box on my house, 

made from a single half sheet of plywood and following a design drawing which 

is readily available on line’ 

Nick Toovey 

 

The Wilbrahams and Six Mile Bottom  
Vegetable, Flower and Produce Show 2019 

The date for this year’s Show is SATURDAY 13th 

JULY and it will be held in the Memorial Hall, Great 

Wilbraham. 

As usual, we are publishing a list of the Classes in this 

Spring edition of the Warbler so that you can browse 

through and plan your entries.   Don't forget there are 

many cups to be won! 

Your paper copy of the Schedule will be delivered to 

your door in early June. 

 

mailto:thetooveys@gmail.com


62 

 

A few points to mention:  

We are giving the "Spud in a bucket" competition a miss this year but are going to 

run the "PLUG-PLANT COMPETITION" again (Class 41).   The idea is that you 

nurture a plug-plant which is provided and then enter it into the Show.   This year 

it will be a fuchsia plant, and the winner will be awarded the David Waters 

Memorial Cup (David was both a keen Fuchsia and Pelargonium grower). 

So … only the plug plants provided will be considered for this class!  

The plug plants will be available at 13 High 

Street, Great Wilbraham from late March (1 

per person) and will cost 20p each (to cover 

the ‘entry fee’).    I will put a notice in the 

window of the Post Office, Great Wilbraham 

when they are ready for collection, or please 

contact me on 01223-881293 or 

07757982934 or by email, 

rosiewhite77@hotmail.com (or for any other 

information regarding the Show). 

Just to remind you that all the other classes allow two entries per person.   Show 

rules apply and are as listed.   

***If you still have the white Pelargonium you 'grew on' for the competition last 

year please do re-enter it in Class 42. 

PHOTOGRAPHY SECTION - after the very successful trial of electronic 

submission last year, you will again be able to submit your photos electronically 

up until midnight on Friday 12th July (the day before the Show) to: 

chris.fell@me.com so that he can prepare them for the external Judge to view and 

also to show on the large screen. 

Please note - extra awards will be given in the Photography Section for the:  

1) Best photo of any of the five subjects (Classes 71 -75) which is recognisably 

taken in the Wilbrahams or Six Mile Bottom. 

2) The best Mobile Phone Photo.  

 The children’s classes will be circulated by the School after Easter and will also 

be listed in the paper Schedule in June. 

Happy gardening – when the weather permits and looking forward to seeing you 

on Saturday, 13th July with all your entries!  

Just to echo the encouraging words of one of the Judges last year: 

This is YOUR SHOW, YOUR VILLAGE and YOUR FUN.... so please enter!! 

Rosie White 

 

mailto:rosiewhite77@hotmail.com
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The Hall will be open for receiving entries on Saturday 13th July from 9.00 am to 

11.30 am.  No exhibits will be accepted after 11.30 am and all exhibitors MUST 

leave the Hall by 11.45 am.   

Exhibitor’s entrance fee:  20p per item (adults) & 10p per item (Under-16s) 

Vegetables  

1. 5 pods of broad beans 

2. 5 pods of peas or mangetout 

3. Bunch of 5 radishes (one variety) 

4.  1 lettuce, root intact (any variety) 

5. 3 potatoes (one variety) 

6. 5 salad onions with tops on 

7. 1 cucumber (any variety) 

8. 1 cabbage with 2-3”/5-7.5cm stem 

9. 3 carrots, tops trimmed 

10. 5 French or dwarf beans 

11. 3 bulbs of garlic 

12. 3 beetroot, tops trimmed 

13. 2 courgettes (4-8”/10-20cm) 

14. 3 tomatoes with stem on (same 

variety) 

15. 5 shallots  

16. 5 runner beans 

17. 3 onions, tops trimmed and tied 

18. The longest bean!  

19. 5 cherry/baby tomatoes 

20. Tray, trug or basket of mixed 

vegetables, at least 5 different 

varieties  

21. 3 stems each of any 3 varieties of 

herbs, displayed in water 

22. Exhibit of any vegetable not 

included in the schedule  

Fruit   

23. 7 raspberries 

24. 5 strings of blackcurrants  

25. 5 strings of redcurrants 

26. 7 gooseberries 

27. 3 sticks of rhubarb 
28. Longest stick of rhubarb 

29. Exhibit of any fruit not included 

in the schedule 

 

 

Flowers  

30. A specimen rose (Rose Bowl 

Award) 

31. 5 stems of garden flowers – each 

different 

32. 3 stems of roses, large flowered 

33. 5 stems of sweet peas, single 

colour or mixed 

34. 3 stems of cluster-flowered roses 

35. 3 stems of flowering shrub 

(mixed or the same) 

36. 3 stems of herbaceous perennial 

(mixed or the same) 

37. 3 stems of foliage plant (mixed or 

the same) 

38. 1 dahlia bloom (any variety, any 

size) 

39. A rose – chosen for scent 

40. 3 stems of dahlias (mixed or the 

same, any size)  
41. 1 fuchsia grown from plug plant 

supplied 

 * See note in ‘Rules’ section 
42. A potted pelargonium 

43. A flowering pot plant (not a 

fuchsia or pelargonium)  

44. A foliage pot plant 

45. Cactus/cacti or succulent(s) in 

any container 

Flower Exhibits (Arrangements) 

* See note in ‘Rules’ section 

46. A miniature exhibit (max overall 

4”/10cm) 
47. “Storm in a Teacup”   

48. An exhibit of flowers and fruits 

49. An exhibit of flowers and/or 

foliage in a kitchen utensil (any 

size) 
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50. A display of flower heads 

floating in a bowl of water 

Produce  

* See note in ‘Rules’ section 
51. 6 hen or 6 bantam eggs   

52. 1 jar of jam or jelly (any variety) 

53. 1 jar of marmalade (any variety) 

54.  1 jar of chutney/pickle 

55. 1 loaf of bread or 4 bread rolls 

(any type) 

56. 4 squares of flapjack 

57. 4 scones (any variety) 

58. 4 squares of a vegan bake of your 

choice (sweet or savoury) 

59. Victoria sandwich (your own 

recipe) 

60. A pie made with homemade 

pastry (any type) 

61. Bara Brith (tea bread) as per 

recipe enclosed in printed 

schedule 

62. Crunchy Top Lemon Cake (all in 

one recipe) as per recipe enclosed 

in printed schedule 

Arts and Handicrafts 

* See note in ‘Rules’ section 

63. A drawing or painting (any 

medium) 

64. An item of patchwork or quilting 

65. Any sewn/stitched item 

66. An item of knitting 

67. An item of crochet, lace, 

knotwork or beadwork 

68. An item of tapestry, cross stitch 

or needlepoint 
69. An item of hard handicraft (e.g. 

woodwork, pottery, metalwork) 

70. Any other craft item not included 

in the schedule 

Photography 

* See note in ‘Rules’ section and extra 
awards for Best Photos as per printed 

schedule/Spring Warbler article 

71. “On the farm” 
72. “Past its best” 

73. “Looking down” 

74. “Amateur sport” 

75. Portrait of a family friend 

 

Children’s section 

Classes to follow in Summer Warbler 

RULES 
Number of entries in each class limited 

to two per exhibitor (except Class 41 

which is limited to one per exhibitor). 

If there is only one entry in a class, the 

prize will be left to the judges’ 

discretion.  The judges may withhold 

awards if, in their opinion, exhibits do 

not reach reasonable standards. 

Please read and interpret the meaning of 

the schedule to avoid disappointment or 

disqualification.  The judges’ decision is 

final. 

Notes:  

All exhibitors are on trust that their 

entries are MADE BY THEMSELVES 

OR GROWN IN THEIR OWN 

GARDEN IN THE WILBRAHAMS 

OR SIX MILE BOTTOM, except 

flowers in classes 46-50. 

Classes 41-45 must have been owned by 

the Exhibitor for at least 8 weeks. 

Classes 55-62 are to be exhibited on a 

white paper plate and covered with cling 

film or a polythene bag. 

Classes 63-70 must be Exhibitor’s own 

work and not previously shown. 

Classes 71-75 may either be exhibited as 

printed photographs (maximum size 10” 

x 8”) or preferably sent electronically by 

email to chris.fell@me.com – deadline 

midnight Friday 12th (day before the 

Show) – to be displayed at the Show on 

screen.

mailto:chris.fell@me.com
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TRANSPORT 

 

John Bramwell  

Each answer is a form of transport, past and present.   A selection of clues is shown 

below, and the remaining clues are scattered in the magazine in boxes for you to 

find.   The solution will be put on the website at the end of March. 

9A : ER, Chas and I got into single transport of yesteryear. (10) 

11A, 7D, 31A : Huff, puff, up and away(3,3,7) 

13A : Sounds like an ordinary form of transport (5) 

3D : Chatty with some time out and you can sail away. 5) 

5D : This often shows what is coming, but it usually follows. (7) 

7D : SEE 11A 

31A : SEE 11A 

23D :  Hit car with ring to get this 2HP open top. (7) 

29D : But backing to the east moves you around London. (4) 
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List of Advertisers 

Advertiser      Page 

Andy’s Fulbourn Garage     36 

Beaumont Butchers      42 

Bottisham Sports Centre     58 

Chapel Dental        22 

ColourFence Cambridge     50 

Colours of Dance      14 

David Sooty Sadler      10 

Equilibrium       57 

Ernest Doe       46 

Essential Health       26 

Fulbourn Feline Services     14 

Fisher Carpets       36 

J & J Drake       16 

My Village Handyman      33 

Rothwells       10 

The Carpenters Arms      16 

Tutor        10 

Wheelie Fresh Bins      10 

Woodland Funeral Services     22 

Wilbraham Boiler Services     20 

 

 

Disclaimer 
While every care is taken in preparing the content of this magazine, the editors disclaim 

all warranties, expressed or implied, as to the accuracy of the information in any of the 

content. It also (to the extent permitted by law) shall not be liable for any losses or 

damages arising from the use of, or reliance on, the information in the form of articles, 

letters or adverts within the magazine. The adverts are provided for convenience only. 

We do not sponsor, endorse or otherwise approve of any information or statements 

appearing in the magazine. The editors are not responsible for the availability of, or the 

content located on or through, any advert. 

 

Advertise in the Wilbrahams’ Warbler 
4 issues per year : March June September December 

Over 500 copies distributed to 

Great Wilbraham, Little Wilbraham and Six Mile Bottom 

Rates per issue 

Full page £43.00, Half page £27.00, Quarter page £16.00 
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Community Group Contact Details 

Great Wilbraham Common Rights                 Steve Bartlett 881096 

       stephen.bartlett@mindworks.ltd.uk 

Great Wilbraham Guild of Change Ringers   Peter Sims 

       ptrs28@googlemail.com 

Great Wilbraham Primary School        Office: 880408 

Great Wilbraham Oil Syndicate         Chris Gurney 

       chris.gurney@tylers.net 

Little Wilbraham Oil Syndicate         Sue Lee, lwoilgroup@gmail.com 

GW Primary School PTFA Helen Barry, 

barryhelen78@gmail.com  
Six Mile Bottom Sports & Social Club        G. Wood, geoffwdy@aol.com 

Volunteer Group          Pat Simpson pas49@cam.ac.uk  

Weenie Warblers Mother & Toddler Group   Sarah Fordham, 880698 

Wilbrahams’ Bridge Club         Di Raikes, 881065 

Wibrahams’ Community Choir         Gill Humphrey 811436 

Wilbraham’ Gardening Club         Jackie Beadsmoore, 880889 

Wilbrahams’ Memorial Hall         Shirley Morley, 880723 

Wilbrahams’ Scrabble          The Harmers, 880934 

Wilbrahams’ Sports Club         Roddy Tippen 880728 

Wilbrahams’ Warbler Editors 

John Torode John Bramwell Martin A. Gienke  

7 High Street 83 High Street Iceni Cottage, 46 Church St 

Little Wilbraham Little Wilbraham Great Wilbraham 
Cambridge   Cambridge Cambridge 

CB21 5JY CB21 5JY CB21 5JQ 
01223 812059 01223 812426 01223 882426 

07886103132   

Deadline for the Summer edition of the Warbler is 

Friday 10 May 2019 
Email contributions or adverts to; 

bramwell@globalnet.co.uk 

martin@gienke.net  

johnboy_torode@hotmail.com> 

Hand-written or typed contributions can be handed in or posted to the editors. 

mailto:stephen.bartlett@mindworks.ltd.uk
mailto:ptrs28@googlemail.com
mailto:chris.gurney@tylers.net
mailto:lwoilgroup@gmail.com
mailto:barryhelen78@gmail.com
mailto:geoffwdy@aol.com
mailto:pas49@cam.ac.uk
mailto:bramwell@globalnet.co.uk
mailto:martin@gienke.net
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Bus Service 3 
Stetchworth - Cambridge 

Monday-Friday Saturday 

am pm am pm 

Stetchworth, High Street 07.02 19.15 07.12 19.15 

Dullingham 07.05 19.11 07.15 19.11 

Six Mile Bottom, London Road 07.14 19.03 07.24 19.03 

Little Wilbraham, Manor Close 07.19 18.57 07.29 18.57 

Great Wilbraham, Carpenters Arms 07.22 18.53 07.32 18.53 

Fulbourn, Six Bells 07.32 18.42 07.42 18.42 

Fulbourn, Bakers Arms 07.39 18.38 07.49 18.38 

Teversham, Ferndale 07.44 18.36 07.54 18.36 

Teversham, Marshall’s Close 07.46 18.34 07.56 18.34 

Cherry Hinton Tesco 07.57 18.28 08.07 18.28 

Cherry Hinton Robin Hood 08.00 18.22 08.10 18.25 

Cherry Hinton Road The Rock 08.07 18.20 08.17 18.20 

Cambridge Rail Station stop 6 08.15 18.15 08.25 18.15 

City Centre St Andrews Street S1 08.25 18.05 08.35 18.05 

Newmarket Road, Napier St 08.32 17.57 08.42 17.57 

Newmarket Road Ditton Walk 08.37 17.52 08.47 17.52 
 

Bus Service 18 

Tuesday & Friday 

Lt. Wilbraham 
to 

Newmarket 

Newmarket 
to 

Lt. Wilbraham 

Little Wilbraham, Manor Close 09.30 14.30 

Great Wilbraham, Church St. 09.35 14.25 

Fulbourn, Six Bells 09.40 14.20 

Fulbourn, Bakers Arms 09.45 14.15 

Teversham, Ferndale 09.47 14.13 

Teversham, Marshall’s Close 09.50 14.10 

Newmarket Road, Park & Ride 09.55 14.05 

Newmarket Road, Park & Ride 10.00 14.00 

Teversham, Marshall’s Close 10.05 13.55 

Teversham, Ferndale 10.08 13.52 

Fulbourn, Bakers Arms 10.10 13.50 

Fulbourn, Six Bells 10.15 13.45 

Great Wilbraham, Church St. 10.20 13.40 

Little Wilbraham, Manor Close 10.25 13.35 

Six Mile Bottom, Tree Tops 10.30 13.30 

Newmarket, Guineas Bus Station 10.45 13.15 
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School Activities : Page 15 

The Hole in The Wall : Page 21  

Getting Ready 

And Back Cover, Opening Night 
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