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The ongoing management of the common continues and thanks are again due to the team from 

Acer Conservation, Frances Cook’s cattle, Robin Truss and Alister McFarquhar for further upgrades 

to the water piping to the cattle troughs. 

Another year with plenty of sheep and cattle in residence has seen the sword improvement 

continue.  A recent visit by Natural England confirmed that Common was in almost perfect condition 

with predominant low sword, some longer areas of vegetation and a good cover of bushes to 

provide shelter for the many resident and visiting birds. 

Acer Conservation’s initial spring focus was a spot treatment of ragwort and thistles, which resulted 

in the third year in which there was a very modest ragwort pull to clear the remaining plants in 

summer.  Unfortunately, the Wildlife Trust’s funding was cut last year and so the Common was silent 

on the last Wednesday before Christmas, when normally it would have witnessed much work and 

end of the year celebration.   However, in the early months of 2018, much of the scrub along the 

pathway from the Eastern gate to the bridge over the Wilbraham river has been cleared.  This has 

improved that view and will allow us to work intensively on this section of the common to reduce 

the numbers of invasive thistles. 

After the prolific spring of 2017, when the common became a sea of colour as the thyme, 

squinancywort, and trefoil created a fantastic floral carpet of purple, white and yellow, stretching as 

far as the eye could see, the Beast from the East impacted significantly on the quantity of flowers, 

and some species seemed unwilling to show themselves.  For the first year in many, no Bee Orchids 

were visible on the common. 

While there was no summer walk in 2018 led by the Wildlife Trust, other groups such as the Well-

brahams have enjoyed walking over the common; enjoying its beauty, the peaceful vistas and its 

timeless tranquillity. 
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