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Public Service Contact Details 

Emergency Police, Fire or Ambulance     999 

Community Support Officer PCSO Julie Hajredini 101 ext. 7113441 
 

The Surgery, Bottisham 

Mon-Fri: 08:30 am to 6.00 pm 

Enquiries/Appointments :  810030 

 

Fulbourn Health Centre 

Mon-Fri: 08:30 am to 6.00 pm 

Enquiries/Appointments :  880216 

Out-of-hours / Urgent Care 

Cambridgeshire 
NHS Direct                        111 

  
 

Anglican Church Rev Alice Goodman 880337 

Lay Minister: Steve Mashford, 882163 

Baptist Church  

www.re-new.me.uk  

info@re-new.me.uk 

Peter Wells, 812388, 

pandawells@cheerful.com   

Rev Keith Morrison, 813055 

Rev Alan Brand, 812558 

Great Wilbraham Parish Council 

Chairman Stephen Bartlett  881096       

chairGW@wilbrahams.co.uk 

Clerk Natalie Mulvey   07887813702 

clerkGW@wilbrahams.co.uk 

Little Wilbraham & Six Mile Bottom Parish Council 

Chairman Dave Humphrey 

chairLW@wilbrahams.co.uk 

Clerk Hayley Livermore 07775 764 988 

clerkLW@wilbrahams.co.uk 
 

County Councillor John Williams 01223 880940 

john.williams@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 

District Councillors Claire Daunton 07852 552839 

chgd.libdem@gmail.com 

Graham Cone 07595361285 

grahamcone@aol.com 

John Williams 01223 880940 

john.williams@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 

MP Lucy Frazer lucy.frazer.mp@parliament.uk 

Front cover photo by Chris Fell  

Other photos by Chris Fell, Martin Gienke & contributors 

Printed by Burwell Community Print Centre 

http://www.re-new.me.uk/
mailto:info@re-new.me.uk
mailto:pandawells@cheerful.com
mailto:chairGW@wilbrahams.co.uk
mailto:chgd.libdem@gmail.com
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Editorial 

Welcome to the Winter edition of the Warbler 

Great Wilbraham have introduced speed awareness devices and hopefully 

they will encourage drivers to keep within the speed limit.   Little 

Wilbraham are also considering installing similar devices.   It seems that 

they should be unnecessary for a small village, which is not a through road, 

but there are some drivers who think that driving over the speed limit is 

worthwhile, to arrive at the other end of the village a few seconds earlier. 

The Untold story in this issue features Charlie Taylor and his daughter 

Alison Burch.   Charlie talks about his time working for the Co-op, 

managing various stores and finally in Great Wilbraham.   Alison talks 

about her childhood in Great Wilbraham; enjoying school, playing in the 

village and long bike rides. 

Nigel Start in a View from the Garden graphically describes the dramatic 

interaction between Crows and a Kite. 

The Wilbrahams’ film Club’s first (free) film show took place on 20th October 

and was by all accounts, a resounding success, with over 70 villagers attending. 

The list of future films is included and, if you have suggestions for other films 

that may be liked by others, in the villages, then please let them know. 

Lucy Frazer, our local MP, gives us an update on what she has been doing 

including projects, such as the Ely Bypass, which she championed and are now 

reaching fruition.   She reports that 95% of premises in our constituency now have 

access to superfast broadband.   If you have any issues you think Lucy should 

know about then she has kindly put her contact details in the article. 

On Sunday 11th November the new plaque was dedicated in the Wilbrahams’ 

Memorial Hall.   The plaque shows the men who served in the First World War 

from Little Wilbraham and Six Mile Bottom.   Prior to the unveiling, there was 

only a plaque for those who served who were from Great Wilbraham.   Fellow 

editor, John Bramwell undertook the research to find this list, which was not easy 

given that those listed in the Church in Little Wilbraham and on the memorial in 

Six Mile Bottom are only those who died in the war. 

We have the regular reports including from both parish councils and the school. 

Robert and Richard Turner and Linda Stead are giving up delivering The Warbler 

in Little Wilbraham after many years, and we would like to thank them for all 

their help.  If any residents would like to help deliver The Warbler then please 

contact one of the editors. 

Don’t forget this is your magazine, so if you want to have your say, let us know. 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  John Torode, joint editor 
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Spiders 
Oh no says Karen with a scowl, 

I say look out spiders, she’s on the prowl 

Poor spiders here don’t stand a chance, 

Cobweb brush in hand, she leads them a merry dance 

I tell her a few cobwebs won’t hurt, as they catch flies 

Off she goes with a withering look and audible sighs. 

When I know Karen’s coming, I’ll have a quick look round 

Hope next time she visits there will not be a spider to be found. 

Greta Rees 

Letters 

Dear Editors 

I am writing today so that, through The Warbler, we can let our friends and 

neighbours know about the illness that has afflicted Pamela. 

Recent events led Bottisham Medical Practice to refer Pam to Addenbrookes 

Hospital for an assessment of symptoms. This assessment has led to a diagnosis 

of “Fahr’s Syndrome” defined as  

“Idiopathic basal ganglia calcification, also known as Fahr disease, is a rare, 

genetically dominant, inherited neurological disorder characterized by 

abnormal deposits of calcium in areas of the brain that control movement.” 

The effect of this illness, (It is not a psychological condition) is that over time she 

will have speech and movement deterioration. To a small extent this has already 

started. 

We are sure that through this letter we will have the understanding of all our 

fellow residents and can only express our sincerest thanks for all the help and 

support that we have already received. 

Thanks again.   Tony Ryan, 15 Angle End : Tel 01223 880593 

 

Dear Editors 

Let’s hear it for Church Close!   I have the good fortune to live in Church Close, 

surrounded by families who will rush to my rescue whenever I ask, and I would 

like to thank them all in print in the Warbler. 

With my heartful thanks. 

Pauline Waters 
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Dear Editors 

Thanks to all the over sixties for their generous contribution to Headway. We 

raised £276 at the tea dance in September.  It will be very helpful, particularly as 

Headway have moved to new premises. 

Stephen Harmer 

Dear Editors 

As people who know me are aware, my house has been sold and I shall be leaving 

the village next January.  I have lived here for 42 years, the first 12 of which were 

at the shop and Post Office.  It is going to be very difficult to move away from so 

many friends and the many clubs to which I belong both here and in Fulbourn, but 

my son Scott and his husband are taking on the running of a B&B business in 

Wales where I will be joining them.  Not somewhere from which I can ‘pop’ back 

regularly! 

So it is with sadness that I’ll be saying ‘Goodbye’ but I’ll take many memories 

with me, particularly of my dear friend Pauline.  I’ll certainly miss her! 

Patricia Prigmore 

Dear Editors 

Although not a Great Wilbraham resident (I live in Bassingbourn, South 

Cambridgeshire), I’m currently researching my family history, and am interested 

in finding out more about my Great Wilbraham ancestors. 

My great great grandparents were Samuel Stubbings and his wife Emma 

Stubbings (nee Crick). Samuel was born in Great Wilbraham in 1831. After he 

married Emma Crick in 1859, the couple ran the village post office and shop 

together (in what is now Bramble Cottage on the High Street), until sadly Samuel 

died in 1880, aged only 49. He was buried in the church yard. 

Emma and Samuel had 8 children; Arthur William (Burling) born in 1862 (who 

married Minnie White), Beatrice Alice born in 1863 (who married Edwin Selbey), 

Alice born 1864, Frances Mary born in 1865 (who married Frank Lee), Edith born 

in 1866, Constance Emily born in 1871 (who married Frederick Hutt), my great 

grandfather Earnest Albert born in 1872 (who married my great grandmother, 

Alice Bullen), and finally, Stella born in 1872 (who married James Perrett). 

After Samuel died, Emma continued to run the post office and shop for many 

years, often with assistance from her older children. By the turn of the century, 

however, she had moved into Cambridge, where she died in 1911 and presumably 

was buried.  

I would love to know more about Samuel and Emma Stubbings, and what their 

lives were like, particularly for Emma, after Samuel died.  I would also really like 

to find some photos of them. 
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I also know nothing about Emma before her marriage. It seems that there were 

two local Emma Cricks at that time - one born in Carlton and one in Girton, 

around 1836/37, and I’m not sure which one she was, so have been unable to trace 

her family back further.  

I would be most grateful if anyone has any information that might help my 

researches. 

I can be reached on katerosevear@btinternet.com 

Many thanks,     Kate Rosevear, Bassingbourn. 

 

Dear Editors 

Toft Lane’s dirty secret 

Every day pretty much (and sometimes two or three times a day) I go out and pick 

up dog mess from outside my house.  Nothing too surprising in that, except that I 

don’t have a dog.  This end of Toft Lane (past the Toft Way junction and at the 

footpath entrance to the field) has become a total health hazard, particularly in the 

past few months. 

There is a ‘poo bin’ just yards away on the Toft Way corner, and we (immediate 

neighbours) have even left an emergency supply of bags hanging at the field 

entrance.  They are apparently only used by us.  Every day I find deposits on the 

road right outside my house and, if I don’t pick it up, then it gets squashed into 

the road, into our car tyres and on our shoes – with darker evenings it’s more 

difficult to miss it.  I’ve taken to warning our visitors not to take their eyes off the 

ground when they arrive/leave. . .And it’s a nightmare for all the pushchairs and 

wheelchairs going past, and anyone on foot who doesn’t keep their eyes glued to 

the ground.  I wonder how many children en route to/from school/nursery have 

trodden in it. 

I’m a dog-lover incidentally and I appreciate the Toft Lane footpath is one of the 

most popular walks in the village.  I know who picks up after their dog.  But this 

is making me really angry, especially when I lose several minutes of my precious 

lunch break cleaning up someone else’s mess.  Perhaps the Parish Council might 

have a spare poster to put up here? 

If you walk your dog along Toft Lane, then please, please watch to see what it’s 

leaving behind and clean it up ( I posted a copy of Peter Murthwait’s letter from 

the Summer Warbler at the field entrance – to no avail) because with the amount 

of space between the lumps this appears to be dog(s) that just ‘drop as they walk’. 

As Peter said, this is probably a dog owner who isn’t watching the animal rather 

than deliberately ignoring its mess.  Would you like it left outside your front door 

(bagged, of course!)? 

Judy Whybrow  Toft Lane, Great Wilbraham 

mailto:katerosevear@btinternet.com
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Armistice Day Ringing 

It was a wonderful and moving achievement 

for us St. Nicholas’ ringers, to ring three times 

for Armistice Day.   We rang at 11.00 am, 

following 2 minutes silence and a reading of 

Flanders Field; then at 12.30 am joining 

National ringing; and finally at 3.30 pm, 

before the unveiling of the plaque in the Memorial Hall. 

Six of our eight new ringers were available to ring on the day, and they did us 

proud.   Our eight ringers are included in the 2,640 new ringers recruited through 

“Ringing Remembers”; a much higher number than the 1,400 originally hoped 

for.   We were delighted that people came to each ringing session, and we thank 

everyone who has supported and encouraged us since March this year. 

The following took part in the commemorative ringing: 

Peter Sims, Susan Tilbrook, Allan Painter, Geoffrey Fry, Louise Dobson, Rachel 

Paine, Melanie Sinclair, Madhu Davies, Karen Osterfeld, Denise Jackson, David 

Nicholls and Nathaniel Yealand-Flint. 

Renee Tanburn 

Great Wilbraham Parish Council  

Co-option of New Parish Councillor – Alister McFarquhar 

The Parish Council are pleased to announce that at the September meeting Alister 

McFarquhar was co-opted as a Parish Councillor.   

Alister has been a resident of Great Wilbraham for over 25 years.   During this 

time, he has always had a keen interest in the village and local area including 

enjoying involvement with the Common Rights Holder’s Association.   Alister 

has extensive experience of working as a Committee Member and Chairperson in 

both public and private sectors, invaluable in his new role as a Parish Councillor. 

Members of the Parish Council are looking forward to working with Alister and 

embracing his enthusiasm and energy for the role.   He has already taken an active 

part in the installation of the new Speed Awareness Device.   Please see the 

Warbler report on page44 for more information. 

With this latest co-option, the Parish Council has a full complement of seven 

members.   However, your parish council is always seeking support for their 

activities in village, such as the speed awareness campaign.   If you are interested 

in helping please contact the Clerk. 

Defibrillator 

This is a reminder that the village has a defibrillator situated on the wall of the 

Memorial Hall.   This can be accessed in emergency situations concerning a heart 
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related problem.   Hopefully it will never be needed but please store this location 

in your memory bank and spread the word so that all are aware that this valuable 

life-saving machine can be accessed quickly and easily.   Instructions are on the 

outside of the casing and you will be fully led through the procedure.   The Parish 

Council will be improving the location signage in the village for this device. 

Hedges 

This time of year, the Parish Council receives many reports about overgrown 

hedges and vegetation obstructing rights of way or signage.   If your garden or 

land borders a public footpath or byway would you please ensure you keep your 

hedge well trimmed back.  

Community Support 

The Parish Council is always keen to support community activity in the village 

and is most grateful to anyone who has done things to foster community cohesion.  

Great Wilbraham Parish Council has money available to be awarded in grants to 

organisations for projects that will be of benefit to the residents of the Parish.   If 

you are a part of a community group or project and feel you have a funding need, 

please look at the policy, which can be found on the www.wilbrahams.co.uk site 

to see if you meet the criteria to apply for a grant from the Parish Council.   If you 

have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact the Parish Clerk. 

Natalie Mulvey, Clerk 

 

Let’s not be baffled by the Baffles 
Everything is in hand and we have all the appropriate approvals to adjust the 

baffles as described in the last issue of The Warbler.   There is now only one Bell 

Foundry left in the entire country, Taylor’s of Loughborough who have a healthy 

order book.   Despite being the world’s largest working bell foundry, they are still 

only a very small company, reputably employing just 31 people, including 4 

apprentices.   If you are interested, see their website: http://taylorbells.co.uk 

The demand for their services has been exacerbated by the 100th anniversary of 

the Armistice and we are in competition for their services with the likes of St 

Paul’s Cathedral.  

The PCC has not been idle during this time with regard to the Bell tower.   We 

have improved and re-designed the safety harness system; we are in the process of 

making modifications to the trap door and we are installing security lighting.   All 

this to provide secure access to the higher levels of the tower, which amongst 

others is needed by selected Bell Ringers.  

When the opportunity arises, of course we will attempt to improve our position in 

Taylor’s waiting list. 

John Beadsmoore  Member PCC 
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Little Wilbraham & Six Mile Bottom Parish Council  

New Councillors 

Two new councillors were co-opted onto the Parish Council on 18th July.   Alan 

Cody was co-opted to the position of councillor for Little Wilbraham and Richard 

Lane co-opted to the position of councillor for the Six Mile Bottom ward.  

Midsummer Feast  

It was tradition in the village that a midsummer event took place for parishioners 

in June each year.   It was agreed to try to reinstate this from June 2019 on the 

Church Green or Recreation ground.   Attendees will bring food to share and the 

pub (if opened) will be asked to participate if possible. 

The Pits 

The roadside hedge of the Pits will be cut, thanks to David White.   The Parish 

Council will organise some volunteers to cut the inside hedge.   The whole area 

has recently received its annual cut.   Looking forward, Councillor Cody and his 

wife will start a 12 month assessment of the flora and fauna in the Pits area.   

They will then produce a report and management plan for the area. 

Speed Indicator Device 

The PC are looking into purchasing a speed indicator device, similar to the one 

owned by Fulbourn.   This will alert drivers to their speed and advise them to 

slow down if they exceed the limit.   Besides a deterrent effect the device will also 

collect speed data (but not number plate information) which can be used for future 

Highways Initiatives. 

Play area update 

New goal posts were installed on the recreation ground.   The slide is currently 

out of action, following damage by the grass cutting contractors.   They have 

agreed a like for like replacement.   Following a consultation this summer, the PC 

will apply for funds to install three new pieces of equipment (a roundabout, a 

climbing frame and a basket swing).   The Wadlow Wind Farm Community Fund 

has kindly agreed to contribute £5,000 toward the cost of this equipment. 

Parking on footpaths 

Could we please request that parishioners remind their visitors not to park across 

the footpaths.   Our roads are wide enough for on street parking, leaving the paths 

for the safe passage of pushchairs, prams,  wheelchairs and pedestrians. 

Next years’ meetings 

In 2019 the parish council meetings will be held on Jan 16th, March 13th, May 

15th, July 17th, Sep 11th, November 13th 

David Humphrey, Chair 
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Experienced tutor: 
Fully qualified former primary school        
teacher and home educator based in 
Little Wilbraham 
  Expertise in:  
       Primary  
       Key Stage 3: Maths, English, 
                               History & Geography 
        Study skills & revision techniques 

For information and to arrange a free 
meeting/consultation contact: 

Anne-Marie McCubbin BA(Hons) PGCE 
 email: 
info@wingstoflyeducation.co.uk  
 tel:       01223 811939 

 

 

Carpet Cleaning & 
Stone Floor, Upholstery, Rugs 
A few points that make us stand out, 

 

Rothwell’s has been in business since 

1993 
We’re an honest local family firm. 
Our large truck mounted machines 

mean more cleaning & drying power 
for the best results possible. 

Members of both the NCCA and TACCA. 
We will move the furniture. 

100% satisfaction or it’s FREE. 
 

Call Oliver and Max Campbell for expert 
help today. 

01223 832 928 
www.Rothwells.biz 

 

Dave “Sooty” Sadler 

Professional Chimney Sweep 
Service Established 1980 

All Types of Chimneys Swept 
Brush and Vac 

Approved User of the Rodtech 
UK Ltd Power Sweeping 

System 
Public Liability Insurance 

Certificates Issued 
Covering All Areas 

For the Most Prompt & Reliable 
Service 

Contact me: 
Tel: 01638 552573 

MOB: 07783912234 
Email sootysad@hotmail.com 

Or Book via my website 
www.sootysad.co.uk 

mailto:sootysad@hotmail.com
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Angle End, Gt Wilbraham                       
www.hall.gtwilbraham.net 

I write this just after our Sunday 11th 

November event to dedicate the new 

plaque of the roll of men who served in the First World War from Little 

Wilbraham and Six Mile Bottom.   To date we have only had a plaque for those 

who served who were from Great Wilbraham.   John Bramwell undertook the 

research to find this list – not easy given that those listed in the Church in Little 

Wilbraham and on the memorial in Six Mile Bottom are only those who died in 

the war. 

It was lovely to see so many people turn out for 

the event (the hall was packed), have the plaque 

dedicated by Rev. Alice Goodman, listen to the 

wonderful Wilbraham’s Community choir and 

hear family stories from Ray Tilbrook and Duncan 

Wells.   Thank you to everyone for coming, those 

who served refreshments and provided cakes and 

to those who kindly donated a total of £220 to our 

collection for Help the Heroes.   It was the perfect 

reminder that, while the hall is located in Great 

Wilbraham, it is for our whole community, 

including Little Wilbraham and Six Mile Bottom. 

Speaking of which, we are looking forward to 

welcoming as many people as possible to the 

Christmas Event on Saturday 15th December, 

starting with a children’s party between 3pm and 

5pm followed by a jolly festive sing along from 

5pm. 

Our main fundraising project continues to be to 

update the play area.   We had applied for a grant 

that would have covered the full amount needed, 

but unfortunately were not successful in that bid 

(not surprising, given the fund had over 2000 applications, and the ability to fund 

about 50 projects!)   We have a plan of many other funds to apply to over the next 

6 months.   Additional donations will also be needed to help secure those grants 

and get all the money we need, so please keep coming to our events (as advertised 

elsewhere in the Warbler) to help reach our target. 

Edd Brunner  Chair, Memorial Hall Committee, edwardbrunner@gmail.com 

http://www.hall.gtwilbraham.net/
mailto:edwardbrunner@gmail.com
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Angle End, Gt Wilbraham                       
www.hall.gtwilbraham.net 

PROGRAMME OF EVENTS FOR 2019 
Friday 4th Jan 7pm Film Club: ‘The Book Thief’ 

Saturday 19th Jan  8pm Country & Western ‘The Barhoppers’ 

Friday 25th Jan 7.30pm Wilbrahams’ Pie & Ale Feast 

Friday 8th Feb 7pm Film Club: ‘I, Daniel Blake’ 

Saturday 16th Feb 8pm Country & Western ‘Merv & Maria’ 

Friday 1st Mar 7pm Film Club: ‘Swimming with Men’ 

Saturday  16th Mar 8pm Country & Western ‘Pedro’ 

Friday 5th April 7pm Film Club: tbc 

Saturday 20th Apr 8pm Country & Western ‘Dave Inglis’ 

Friday  24th May 7.30pm Wilbrahams’ Community Choir Concert 

Saturday  20th June 8pm Country & Western ‘Travis Logan’ 

Friday 28th June 7.30pm Midsummer Jazz and BBQ 

Saturday 13th July 3pm Flower & Produce Show 

Saturday 20th July 8pm Country & Western ‘Dave Lesley’ 

Saturday 21st Sept 8pm Country & Western ‘Jeff Gallant Duo’ 

Sunday  29th Sept 12-4pm Autumn Food & Craft Fair 

Saturday 12th Oct 8pm Country & Western ‘Dave Bryan 

Friday 25th Oct 7.30pm Quiz / Comedy Night 

Saturday 16th Nov 8pm Country & Western ‘Johnny & Lynette’ 

Saturday 14th Dec 3pm Children’s Xmas party,  

  5pm Followed by singalong carols & social 

More film dates and other events will be added during the year. 

Tickets for each event (where required) will be sold in Gt Wilbraham Stores, Angle 

End. More detailed publicity will be issued in time for each event. 

If you have any suggestions for 2020 please let the Memorial Hall Committee know. 

Our thanks to the many people who help organise / donate  / wash up etc.  If you 

would like to volunteer for future events, please email mail@emma-adams.co.uk 

New volunteers welcome to our next EVENTS TEAM meeting, usually in October to 

arrange the next year’s events.  

22D : famous for not just bare back riding (6) 17D : first lady (3) 

24D : sounds like he just looks into things (5) 23A : the flying architect (4) 

 

 

http://www.hall.gtwilbraham.net/
mailto:mail@emma-adams.co.uk
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Memorial Plaque 

I would like to thank members of the committee 

for help with the research.   The main sources used 

were websites, such as Ancestry, and old records 

and documents, where available.   It was necessary 

to set an adequate period of time to carry out 

reasonable research and to set a deadline for 

completing the new memorial.   The centenary of 

the Armistice seemed appropriate. 

Particular thanks go to Ray Tilbrook for his parish records and extracts from the 

Parish Magazine at the time, and Chris Hanson for his help re-fixing the existing 

board and fixing the new plaque.   Also, thanks go to Clive Sparkes at GoGlass, 

the company who made the glass panel, for his contribution to the detail design.   

For the technically minded the plaque is 6mm Low Iron Toughened Glass with 

polished edges and the design was sandblasted. 

Several people have queried why the memorials show the end of the war as 1919 

and not 1918 as is generally understood.   The Armistice in November 1918 

brought about the cessation of fighting.   The war was officially ended with the 

signing of The Treaty of Versailles on 28 June 1919. 

John Bramwell 

 

Still Scrabbling 

Yes, we are still 'Scrabbling', and welcome any one who would like to come along 

and play.   We are pleased to say we have had a few more folk join us recently. 

We meet every other Wednesday in The 

Wilbrahams Memorial Hall meeting room, 

starting at 2 p.m.   We next meet up on 

December 5th.   If you would like to come and 

give Scrabble a try, you would be very welcome. 

Please contact us first, as we have to change 

dates occasionally.   We are of mixed ability and 

help each other along when we get stuck.   We 

play for fun, and it's good to make new friends 

and catch up with each other's news.   We are refreshed with tea and biscuits half 

way through the afternoon.   We try and finish before it gets too dark so people 

can get home safely.   We ask for £2 to cover hall and refreshment costs.   

Please get in touch on 01223 880934 or email stepmar.233@btinternet.com, if 

you would like to know more, or just come along. 

Stephen and Marilyn Harmer 

mailto:stepmar.233@btinternet.com
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Remembrance – a personal connection 

The season of Remembrance came early for Frances and Nick Toovey from Great 

Wilbraham. 

Frances’ own grandfather James Gardner was killed 

in action in France on 5 October 1918, just five 

weeks before the end of the conflict.   He was 32 

years old and left a widow and two young sons aged 

4 and 6.   He was Head Gardener to Lord Redesdale 

at Batsford Park in Gloucestershire, in charge of the 

renowned  Arboretum there (today open to the 

Public). 

James joined the 9th Battalion of the Devonshire 

Regiment in January 1917 as a Private.  During his 

training and active service he wrote more than 170 

letters and postcards to his wife Mary and his boys. 

Those letters (but sadly not those he received) have 

survived.   Frances and Nick since January 2017 have relived James’ progress, 

reading each letter/card on the anniversary of its having been written, typing up a 

transcript and emailing it to their wider family. 

The letters were written on whatever 

paper James had to hand at the time, 

some in ink, others in pencil.   They 

are fragile and sometimes difficult to 

decipher.   They describe his training 

on the Suffolk coast, his journey to 

France in August 1917 and his 

involvement in the battle of 

Passchendaele.   James was injured & 

hospitalised, then convalesced near 

Boulogne before rejoining his unit which by then was defending Northern Italy 

against Austrian and German advances.   He spent a further period of 

convalescence on the Ligurian Coast near Genoa.   

The letters disclose little about the actual fighting but they do reveal much about 

James’ daily life, routines, social and sporting activities for the troops and the 

amazingly efficient Army Post Office – mail was probably as important to the 

men as food.   He comments, too, on life lived by his wife and sons on the “Home 

Front”  using various websites Frances and Nick have been able to identify 

people, places etc mentioned by James. 
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The letters also reveal his constant passion for horticulture – he writes frequently 

about the climate, crops in the fields, unusual trees and shrubs, wild flowers etc. 

He was even writing articles for gardening magazines whilst in the Army.  

James’ battalion returned to Northern France by train in mid-September 1918 to 

join the “Battle of the 100 Days” leading to the Armistice.   James wrote a brief 

postscript “in haste” on 2 October before going into the Front Line on 3rd October.  

He was killed by machine-gun fire on 5 October during attacks on Beaurevoir, a 

small and fiercely defended hilltop village just behind the Hindenburg Line & 

about 2 hours’ drive south of Calais.  The village was finally taken by British 

troops later the same day.   James is buried with 95 others in a beautiful cemetery, 

overlooking fields, on the outskirts of the village. 

Frances and Nick, with 13 other family members, made an emotional visit to the 

grave on 5 October this year, 100 years to the day after James’ death.   Although 

they had envisaged a quiet, private visit they had also contacted the Mayor of 

Beaurevoir.   The village, already planning to commemorate its liberation 

achieved on the same day, decided to honour James as a representative of the 

troops who had freed Beaurevoir. 

Frances, the 3 other 

grandchildren of James and the 

rest of the party were warmly 

welcomed by hundreds of 

people in the centre of the 

village.   There followed many 

speeches (with an interpreter to 

assist), a French (but Scottish 

style) marching pipe band, 

several dozen standard–bearers 

from branches of the French 

association of old soldiers, local 

schoolchildren with flags and 

balloons, a soldier in full WWI British uniform, a procession to the cemetery, 

wreath laying, a trumpeter playing The Last Post, etc, etc.   A French regional TV 

crew was there too.   The day was blessed by warm sunshine and concluded in the 

Salle de Fetes with more speeches, champagne and endless patisserie etc – 

Frances says the French know how to throw a party! 

On the following day a historical guide, with interpreter, took the family to the 

presumed site of James’ death and to other WWI sites in the vicinity.   The family 

returned home emotionally drained – but with a greater understanding of James’ 

death and some new French friends. 

Nick Toovey 
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        Our professionally trained teachers bring their knowledge and 

inspiration with them into the studio every week! 

     www.coloursof dance.com 0122337782268 
First Steps (Combined class for ages 3-5) 3.45pm-4.15pm 

Pre-Primary in Dance 4.15pm-4.45pm 
Primary in Dance 4.45pm-5.30pm 

Grade 1 Ballet 5.30pm-6.15pm 
 

 

Cat Sitter Home Visits 

Allowing your feline friend to remain in the comfort of his/her own home while you are 
away is very important to cats.  Territory is crucial and being removed from that territory 
can be extremely stressful.  We offer a service tailored to the individual needs of your 
cat which includes the following:- 

❖ 30 minute visits to your house 
❖ Lots of affection and play 

❖ Basic grooming and medication as required 
❖ Feeding, litter tray cleaning, care of the home 

❖ Run by Sarah with > 30 years pet ownership experience and > 10 years 
healthcare experience (human plus veterinary) 

❖ All the team are dedicated feline fanatics, CRB-checked and insured 
❖ Tel:  07900 213245 

❖ E-mail:  info@fulbournfelines.co.uk 
Web:  www.fulbournfelines.co.uk 

 
 

http://www.coloursof/
http://www.coloursof/
mailto:info@fulbournfelines.co.uk
http://www.fulbournfelines.co.uk/
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Great Wilbraham CE (VC) 

Primary School 
Headteacher: Mr Richard Brown BEd (Hons) NPQH 

Great Wilbraham C of E Primary School, Church Street, Great Wilbraham, 

Cambridge, CB21 5JQ, 01223 880408 

It has been a very busy start to the academic year and it has been extremely 

pleasing to see how far the children have progressed already this term.   Fieldmice 

class have settled in brilliantly, they are into their routines and I was very 

impressed with the phonics and maths they are doing.   Squirrels are producing 

some fabulous writing and have been developing some excellent mental maths. 

Hedgehog class have been to Ely 

Catherdral and were extremely well 

behaved, completing activities with 

other schools all based upon the 

commemoration of the end of 

WWI.   Children in Badger class 

have produced lots of work in their 

books already and the development 

so far has been really impressive.   

On a personal level it is a delight to 

teach any of these classes, the 

children are wonderful to work 

with and keen to learn. 

One area of the curriculum I have been teaching to Badger class is that of road 

safety.   This came from discussions with the Parish Council who raised concerns 

over parking at drop off and pick up times.   The concerns mainly come from 

parking on the grass or even on the verge by the Angle End turning.   The Parish 

Council asked whether we could produce some posters to promote safer parking.  

These have been done and passed onto the Parish Council. 

Yet again I was amazed at how generous the GWPS community are with the 

donations for the Harvest Festival.  The service itself was wonderful; the classes 

sharing poems, learning and artwork. Thanks to the Church and Rev Alice 

Goodman for hosting at Little Wilbraham. 

One of our key development points this year is the promotion of science and we 

have been busy redesigning our curriculum and add a variety of scientific 

opportunities including a regular science challenge at home – in October a 

question about rocks was sent home for the families to discuss.  
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Badger class have been to 

Aylmerton Field Study Centre for a 

residential trip which included boat 

trips, campfires and twilight safaris.   

All in November!   The children 

had a great time and thanks to Mrs 

Neish, Mrs Raw and Ms Chapman 

who all gave up their time to 

provide this for Badger class and 

ensure they were safe and well catered for. 

We are now well into Christmas preparation and at the time of writing songs are 

being learnt for the Christmas production.   We’re hoping to hold our opposite 

advent once again, collecting items such as hats, gloves and scarves for Jimmy’s 

Night Shelter.   We are looking forward to the New Year already and have some 

great opportunities planned in the Spring with a big focus upon science and hope 

to have a science week and science fair.   January is also the deadline for the first 

round of Reception places for September 2019, I would strongly urge parents to 

make their application in time regardless of which school they choose to ensure 

their choice is known to the admissions department at the County Council. 

I would finally like to take this opportunity to wish you all a very Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New Year.  

Mr. Richard Brown, Headteacher 

 

Another Wilbraham 

You always knew there were two 

villages by the name of Wilbraham, but 

did you know that a third one exists?  

Indeed, the “Great” and the adorably-

monikered “Little” Wilbraham have a 

cousin who resides abroad, “across the 

pond” you might say.   You’ll find it, 

along with many other towns and cities 

with names hailing from England, in the 

region of the U.S. aptly called “New 

England.”   

New England was originally home to native American tribes including the 

Nipmuck, Wampanoag, Narragansett, Penobscot, Quinnipiac, and Mohegan. In 

the early 1600s, it became the home of intrepid Protestant settlers from England, 

and as such boasts some very old (for the New World!) homes, churches, and 

communal buildings.   The northeastern-most corner of the US, New England is 
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comprised of the coastal states of quaint Connecticut, wild Maine, and petite 

Rhode Island, as well as rugged New Hampshire, and its counterpart, snowy 

Vermont – the latter is especially known for its maple syrup. In the middle, you 

will find my home state of Massachusetts.   And in the lower western half of this 

little state is my hometown of Wilbraham.*  

I was born and raised in this town, currently home to about 14,700 inhabitants 

(relatively small by US standards, though typical for the region).   Although it has 

grown by a couple thousand inhabitants since the year in which I was born, it was 

– and remains – a relatively ethnically homogenous community.   As a result, 

Wilbraham, Massachusetts lacked the stimulation of diversity of perspective, 

experience, and opinion.   In retrospect, it was a cosy place to grow up, but in my 

youth, I found all the sameness stifling.   As a young person – unable to 

appreciate the tranquil atmosphere of my environment, and always longing for 

excitement and intrigue – I yearned to travel abroad.  

And so, immediately after graduating from college in nearby South Hadley at 

scenic Mt Holyoke College (the oldest women’s college in existence, 

incidentally), I left Massachusetts. Washington, DC beckoned to me with 

prospects for work and adventure (Life and love eventually brought me to 

England, then to various parts of Europe, and then back here again – more than 

satisfying my craving for adventure!).   And now here I sit, twenty years after 

leaving the nest, reflecting on my civic roots and the environment of my youth 

and coming of age, and wondering what might interest you, dear readers, the 

people of my hometown’s namesake. 

Due to spending half my lifetime away from my hometown, my memories of 

Wilbraham are distant and are limited to what I collected as a child and young 

person.   On account of this, I was about to decline writing this piece, when it 

struck me that my situation, in fact, could be ideal: having left Wilbraham as I 

began my post-college, adult life, my memory is not crowded with recollections 

of mundane, grown-up chores and responsibilities about town.   I was not a tax-

payer there but a carefree kid. I can only remember childhood, which was sweet. I 

was a child who craved something more exciting and different than Wilbraham, 

yes, but I was very happy growing up in there, and the memories I hold are 

pleasant and fun ones. 

 Andrea 

To be continued in future Warblers 

                                                        
* In the New World pronunciation of Wilbraham, the second of the three distinct 

syllables is pronounced like women’s intimate apparel, and the final syllable like 

the pork product.   
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84, Angle End, Gt Wilbraham, CB215JG 

01223 811844 : www.chapel.dental 

Claire Jackman BDS & Associates 

NHS, DENPLAN & PRIVATE TREATMENTS 
With special interests in Implants and Orthodontics 

Monday         09.00-17.00 
Tuesday         09.00-19.00 
Wednesday    09.00-17.00 
Thursday        09.00-19.00 
Friday             09.00-17.00 
Saturday         09.30-15.00 

New Patients Always Welcome 

http://www.chapel.dental/
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Bottisham Medical Practice Patients’ Group 

Cambridge GPs Network: Extra non-urgent, routine appointments to see a GP / 

Nurse are now currently available to all Bottisham patients at St Mary’s Surgery, 

Ely for Monday and Thursday’s 6pm – 10pm and Saturday 8am-8pm.   We are 

hoping that from November this service will be extended to other hubs within the 

Cambridge area including Nuffield Road, Comberton and Granta.   You can book 

an appointment through the GP receptionist at the Bottisham surgery where you 

are registered who will give you the time, date and venue for your appointment.  

If you feel you need to be seen urgently the same day, please ask your own 

surgery to arrange this. 

Staffing: There are two GP registrars working alongside our GPs and there will 

be medical students also at the surgery learning about general practice.   If you do 

not wish to have a student present at your appointment, then please let the 

receptionist know.    In addition, we have two new receptionists.  

Home Visits: The doctors prefer to see patients at the surgery where they have all 

the necessary means for tests and examinations.   One home visit can take up 

what time could have been given for several surgery appointments.   The car 

service is looking at trying to arrange more availability of transport to get patients 

to the surgery where possible.   

From the Dispensary New Medication Collection Point:   The Practice is 

working with the shop and Post Office at Stow-cum-Quy so you can pick up your 

medication there.   Simply complete a consent form available from the shop or the 

Practice.   Collection will be during opening hours and delivery on a Friday, after 

lunch. 

You can also leave your repeat prescription at the shop and Post Office in Great 

Wilbraham for collection on a Friday; just place it in an envelope.   The first 

delivery will be Friday 9th November.   Any questions please ask at the 

dispensary. 

Cake Stall:  Held at the flu clinic on 3 November when we raised a further 

£206.20 thus bringing the Red Bucket total up to £1152.39 to go towards the 

purchase of a Pod for the surgery.   Grateful thanks to all who have contributed to 

this. 

Patients’ Group Explained:  All patients registered at Bottisham Medical 

Practice are automatically members of the Patients Group (PG) which was 

originally titled Patient Participation Group (PPG).   This is led by a small 

committee of patients to represent the majority at meetings and NHS 

consultations.    The PG was formed to give all patients a say on general matters 

(not personal issues) which affect them and the use of Bottisham Medical 

Practice. 
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The Group meets every two months on the fourth Thursday evening and would 

welcome more members joining these meetings to put forward their suggestions 

and ideas. 

If you would like to join us or would like more information, please talk to the 

receptionist at the surgery. 

Walks for Health:  The next walk with our accredited walk leader Steve Gilson 

start at 11.00 am from the surgery car park on 12 December 2018.   Do join Steve 

for a walk he would be delighted to see you.   Anglesey Abbey walks continue on 

Thursdays at 10am from the reception area. 

The next meeting will be Thursday 24 January 2019 at 6.30pm at the surgery. 

Bottisham Patients’ Group 

 

         Wilbrahams’ Bridge Club 

We now have twenty-seven members so nearly seven tables 

if we were all present.   The reality is that we are now 

beginning to get three tables on a more regular basis which 

makes for an enjoyable evening’s play. 

You do not need to have a partner and we always manage to make sure that you 

get a game. 

The best way to improve your bridge is to actually play and we welcome those 

who are new to the game and are quite happy for you to bring your crib sheet with 

you.   In fact, I do have spare copies for anyone who feels that they need it. 

Sometimes when you haven’t played for a long time you may be unfamiliar with 

the standard ACOL that is played everywhere today and is another reason for us 

needing the crib sheets. 

We have been donated two sets of bidding boxes doing away with embarrassment 

of having to ask what has been called when wanting to bid or lead as there are 

now enough for all the tables. 

WHEN  FIRST WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH 

  THIRD WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH 

WHERE THE WILBRAHAMS’ MEMORIAL HALL 

TIME  7.30 

We welcome new members and the dates are on the Wilbrahams’ website 

If you have any questions please do contact me. 

Di  raikswilb@btinternet.com  01223 881065 

 

mailto:raikswilb@btinternet.com
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Comments on Fruit and Veg 

It seems hard to imagine now that four months ago at the Wilbrahams and Six 

Mile Bottom Vegetable, Flower and Produce Show 2018 we were basking in hot 

sunshine and that our lawns were like deserts! 

I just wanted to mention that the Judge of the Fruit and Vegetable Section very 

kindly wrote down some comments once he had completed judging at the Show.   

The intention was to publish this alongside the Show report in the Autumn edition 

of the Warbler . . .my apologies to him and to all of you for the delay! 

“After a punishing growing season, it was truly a privilege to judge the many 

exhibits in the Memorial Hall.   As seen in previous years, the quality of the fruit 

and vegetables was again impressive and makes 

the Judges task of awarding the prizes all the 

more challenging.   

The broad beans were even and well filled with 

beans and the cabbages amazingly heavy and 

free of caterpillar damage.   The vegetables that 

were tightly competed for were the carrots, 

beetroots, courgettes and onions.   The most 

difficult to distinguish between were the French 

beans where 15 entries had been made.   This 

year’s Best Exhibit in the Vegetable Section was 

awarded to three excellent garlic bulbs: a good 

even size, well presented and very good quality.  

The number of entries to the Fruit Section was 

down on previous years.   However, the standard 

of red and blackcurrants was marvellous.   The blackcurrants just pipped the red 

currants to be awarded with Best Exhibit in the fruit section.  

The aggressive dry period after a cold spring proved to be so difficult for growers 

and it is recognized the huge effort that has been made by the dedicated and 

skilled gardeners in the Wilbrahams and Six Mile Bottom. 

For 2019, we look forward to a more benign growing season and lots of fantastic 

exhibits for the Vegetable Flower and Produce Show.” 

NOTE:  Next year’s Show will be on Saturday 13th July, 2019 …please save the 

date!    Early in the New Year, we will  be compiling the Schedule for the 2019 

Show.   PLEASE let me know if you have any ideas for classes (both adult and 

children). 

Many thanks, Rosie White. 

Email: rosiewhite77@hotmail.com  Tel 01223 881293 Mobile 07757982934 

mailto:rosiewhite77@hotmail.com
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Country Music Evenings 

The Wilbraham’s Country Music Evenings in our 

wonderful Memorial Hall are still producing 

some lovely nights for the country music lovers.  

The September dance gave us a nice duo 

called Pancho & Bear from Bristol and what a 

good evening they gave us on their first ever visit 

here.   They were enjoyed by us all.  

The October Dance brought us Bonnie Diamond & Coe, a lovely husband & wife 

Duo from the London area.   A large gathering of people had a wonderful evening 

as our duo gave us delightful country music and the dance floor was busy all 

evening.   They are always popular here at Great Wilbraham. 

At the November evening of country music we had a great night with Dave Bryan 

from Yorkshire, another popular artiste who is always popular here in our venue, 

the Memorial Hall. 

This is the end of another great year of country music in The Wilbraham’s. Thank 

you to everyone whom has supported the dances this year. 

 Derek Fabb 

All Aboard for Model Railways 

We had seven layouts, a sales table and a diorama of 

Fulbourn station as it was in the early 1960’s.   Barry 

Ward, who worked at the station, was on hand to 

answer questions and I gather was busy all day. 

Members of the Hornby Railway Collectors Club 

provided the layouts as in our previous events and 

this time we welcomed Jonathan and Scott Wilson 

from the village with their newly constructed Triang layout.   Other layouts were 

three and two rail Hornby Dublo, a Gauge 1 and two Gauge 0 Hornby.   A huge 

array of stock was seen running; many pre-1940 and a small number of pre-

1st World War. 

Members travelled from as far as Bedford and Kings 

Lynn; others from Sawston, Shelford, Fulbourn and 

Soham. 

Village ladies provided a popular array of goodies 

from the kitchen and my visiting sister collected the 

entry donations at the door for much of the day. 

Many people contributed to setting up and 

dismantling the displays and we were so pleased to 
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have this help.  We were also pleased to see so many youngsters attending with 

their parents and of course they are the ones who we hope will eventually benefit 

with better play equipment. 

The highlight for me was to see a 4 year old’s face light up when he or she drove 

Thomas or Percy around the track. 

Financially the best train event so far at £450 for the children’s play area. and we 

all enjoyed ourselves to boot! 

Especially the cakes.      Roger Burton 

A View from the Garden  

The air is heavy with moisture in the morning light.   A low mist rises and seeps 

across the landscape, moving aimlessly into the hedgerows, rising and falling like 

a will ‘o the wisp.   Fallen leaves gather in small drifts at the margins of fields, 

waiting for the next breeze to carry them into their seasonal recycling journey. 

Autumn gives way to winter, and the woody structure of trees becomes clearly 

visible as the leaves drop away allowing a more revealing insight into the antics 

of our native wildlife. 

Just a week or two ago I was witness to one of natures’ mini-dramas high up in 

the lime trees near the church.   A red kite had swooped to land on a large branch 

to begin ripping into a carcass held in its talons.   Minutes later a small gang of 

crows arrived and began a process of intimidation by jumping around on the 

nearby branches, calling and teasing in a rasping raucous tone that is a speciality 

of the crow family.   One bird scrambled through the trees to place itself right in 

front of the now agitated kite, and continued with a torrent of abuse whilst another 

positioned itself strategically above and behind.   Then, the piece de resistance 

when the crow above launched down onto the kite with a thump to the back of the 

head.   The kite jerked forward, unceremoniously dislodged from its perch, forced 

to drop its meal and fly off across the churchyard, humiliated. 

Meanwhile, our summer heatwave continues to have effects in the vegetable 

garden where a relatively new enemy has established. I’m talking about leek 

moth, which until just a few years ago was unheard of, but has really gone for my 

crop this season.   White patches on the leaf edges and a somewhat floppy 

appearance are the tell-tale signs.   Dig them up and strip away the outside leaves 

and it reveals a series of brown stripes in the centre of the white stems where the 

grubs have burrowed.   In this state, no good for the kitchen, but what to do to 

prevent it in next years’ crop?   At this point I could ask readers for their 

suggestions, but it will need a bit of research on my part before I change the 

growing technique.   As usual, plenty to do before any real winter begins in the 

New Year. 

Merry Christmas everyone.  Nigel Start 
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Over the farm gate 

We have had a really instructive time since the last Warbler, trying out several 

new pieces of equipment to see which would be the most suitable to buy.  Firstly, 

we tried out some cultivators destined to replace one I bought about 25 years ago 

at a cost of £1200, which has literally worn in half.   Admittedly we are looking at 

some slightly more sophisticated machines, but at a cost of around £30,000 they 

need to be.   For that we are getting a cultivator that covers the same width, but 

which is infinitely more adjustable from the tractor cab so should be able to 

produce a better seed bed for sugar beet and cereals. 

We also have been test driving a different loader, using it to load the first 1500 

tons of sugarbeet.   Although a different make to our existing JCB, the controls 

were quickly familiar and apart from a few small issues could well be a serious 

contender as a replacement.   It will probably rest on the residual value i.e. what 

the loader is worth in 7 years’ time and the cost to change.   JCBs hold their value 

well as a rule, but the Manitou is a bit of an unknown quantity at the moment. 

Another possible purchase will be a hedgecutter and because we have had an 

outside contractor in the past to cut our hedges there was a steep learning curve 

for us to get used to it.   The sophisticated electronic controls were easily 

mastered however and we managed to end up with a respectable looking hedge 

after just one good afternoon.   Whether we can justify a new machine though, 

remains to be seen. 

Ernest Doe Fulbourn were keen for us to try a new seed drill and although not in 

the market for one I agreed to try a new Lemken drill.   This did a good job 

planting some winter beans, but at twice the weight of our existing drill; too 

heavy and more suited to heavier land than our soil type.   All in all, it has been an 

informative autumn with some tricky decisions, going into the next year. 

The sugarbeet harvested in late October performed beyond expectations after the 

blistering summer and is above our 5-year yield average which is most surprising, 

but welcome.   It was lifted in excellent conditions and was replanted with wheat 

within 4 days and is looking good at the moment as are all the rest of the winter 

crops.   This will be the last year however that we can treat seed to protect against 

aphids with neo-nicitinoids so I have been monitoring the aphids in our crops to 

enable me to formulate a strategy for next year.   Unfortunately, unless we get a 

really severe winter to kill them off this looks as though we will have to spray the 

crops with indiscriminate insecticides at least twice in the autumn next year; not a 

process I really want to go through, but the virus the aphids convey are extremely 

debilitating and yield-robbing to the crop.   For the moment ploughing continues 

in preparation for the next spring crops and we may yet see some sheep on Home 

farm for the first time in over 50 years. 

Chris Ascroft  Wilbraham farms 
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Untold Stories 
Charlie Taylor and Alison Burch 

I met Charlie Taylor (CT) and his daughter Alyson 

Burch (AB).   I started by asking Charlie about his 

beginnings. 

 CT I was born in Liverpool.   I’m a scouser. 

Do you still support Liverpool? 

CT I’m a Man U supporter really.   My mother died when I was four.   My father 

re-married and we moved to Yorkshire.   I became a Yorkshire tyke, with one full 

brother and four step-brothers.   I played a lot of football – anywhere but goalie. 

What did you do after school? 

CT I was an apprentice shoe repairer but was made redundant.   Then I was an 

errand boy.   At 18 I started National Service.   For medical reasons, and because 

I scored high on some tests, I was put in the Pay Corps, stationed in Manchester. 

The famous Colonel Buckmaster was my boss.   I enjoyed my time in the army 

and nearly signed on – but I was not good at taking orders.   I think we should 

have National Service to-day. 

So afterwards? 

CT I became relief manager of the Co-op at Grantham, where I met my wife 

Gloria.   I became a youth and sports leader there.   I went on to manage Co-op 

stores in Sawbridgeworth, Histon, Thriplow and back to Cambridge.   I got the 

job as relief manager at the Co-op in Great Wilbraham. 

AB At the time we lived off the Cherry Hinton Road, but then we moved to live 

over the shop, which was then in the three-storey house at the beginning of Butt 

Lane.   That would be about 1960. 

Did you enjoy your childhood in Great Wilbraham? 

AB Very much.   School was lovely, and we roamed free across the countryside.  

I remember long bike rides, and groups of children of different ages: I was often 

with older children.   There was a dip we called the Mott, where we swung on 

ropes from the trees.   We had wheeled carts, and ice slides in the winter.   We 

played a lot of games on the rec.   I remember the two street sweepers who gave 

us rides in their carts, and sweets! It would never be allowed now. 

An outdoor childhood. Children nowadays seem to live indoors, and to miss that 

kind of freedom. Do you have children of your own? 

AB Yes: my sons are 37 and 34, both sporty types, and grandchildren of 11 and 5. 

Do they live outdoor lives? 
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AB Yes. They live at Soham, and they are encouraged to spend a lot of time 

outdoors. 

Charlie, what happened to the Co-op job? 

CT I got fed up and left.   I had a spat with the inspector, and the Fulbourn branch 

was being expanded and taking the trade.   The Wilbrahams branch closed soon 

after.   In the bad winter of 1968 I was unemployed for ten days and then got a job 

as the lowest of the low at Pye Telecom.  I became the assistant office manager of 

the CCTV and phone division.   I then managed the phone and public address 

office until I was offered early retirement at 62. I took it! 

AB When we left the shop, we rented a big old house at 52, High Street, since 

pulled down.   It had an enormous garden and an orchard, and with my sisters 

Lynne and Rachael we spent a lot of time there. 

Charlie, what about life in the village apart from work? 

CT Being manager of the Co-op meant I knew everyone in the village.   I was 

regarded as knowing everything – I had a position.   I was active in many ways in 

the village: I was for a while chairman of the school PTA, and one of the 

founding members of the village hall committee (that was the old hall in nissen 

huts, organised with Jenny Frost among others) and on the Sports Committee.   I 

organised dances, and played football, cricket, badminton, basketball and 

volleyball.   I have always been associated with children and young people.   At 

Christmas I would dress up as Father Christmas, or a 

clown.   I had a large PA system and did discoes. and 

acted as announcer and music provider at sports days 

and other events in local villages.   On one occasion I 

had to take Rachael, when she was small, with me: 

she had to sit on top of the system in the back of the 

car. That too would not be allowed now. 

Did you play a musical instrument yourself? 

CT No.   I never had a musical ear.   In fact when we put on concerts for the 

soldiers during the war, up in Yorkshire, my brothers and I joined the choir, but I 

was asked to stop singing. 

AB We are all tone-deaf as a family. 

What have you done in your retirement? 

CT I help Rachael with gardening by being the driver. 

AB Until you had your hip replacements, you did a lot of walking, full circuits 

round Fleam Dyke and around.   But now you have spinal damage and poor 

mobility. 

CT Yes, that’s how it is. 

Very positive. Thank you, Charlie and Alyson, for sharing so much with us. 
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Over 60’s 

The year has gone quickly.   We have had speakers, tea dance, and trips out.   We 

started the year with a quiz and then we had a tea dance.   In March we had an 

afternoon of Bingo.  April was the AGM and we had two new members who 

joined the committee.   For the May meeting the speaker was Mike Petty who 

gave a talk about the war in Cambridge.   Beginning in June we went to Lowestoft 

and at the end of the month a social tea dance, being entertained by Andre Wilson 

playing his electric organ.   In July we went to Cromer for the day which was very 

warm.   Some members went to the theatre and others went around Cromer. 

At the end of July, we had a gentleman called Richard Dawson who played his 

bagpipes, and told us about where he went playing the bagpipes in the army, 

finishing his talk by playing some music on them. 

In August we had a coach trip in the afternoon around this area and finished at 

Five Mile Inn for sandwiches, tea, coffee and beer, getting home about 8 o’clock.   

In September we had to cancel the London trip so we went to Foxton Locks Inn 

Leicestershire.   We called at a garden centre for coffee then on to Foxton Locks 

Inn for lunch before boarding a boat for a ride on the River before coming home. 

At the end of September we had a tea dance in aid of Headway and made £276 for 

them.   There was a very good turnout for the afternoon.   The music was supplied 

by Andrew Wilson playing his electric organ.  

For the October meeting, we went to Elvedon Estates for coffee and had a little 

time to look around the small shops there.   Then we went on to Lt Melton to visit 

the village inn where we had lunch, a carvery which was very good. 

We have two more meetings this year; one on November 24th which is a speaker 

named Brian Carline.   He will give us a talk on ‘trips-Trotters.   Non-members 

£1, members free.   Then on December 20th we have our Christmas Party with 

music supplied by Brian Roy. 

So, I’d like to thank my committee members for all their help during the year and 

to the Over 60’s members who support us during the year and now are getting the 

programme ready for next year. 

Keith Precious 880832, Miss C Fabb 880813 
 

Memorial Hall Trim 

Allan Painter gave the hedge outside the Wilbrahams’ 

Memorial Hall a trim in preparation for a new photo on 

the Memorial Hall web site.   The hedge was given by 

the Wilbrahams’ Gardening Club last spring and is now 

in full bloom with bright berries. 
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Help needed to Monitor Wildlife 

Friends of Wilbraham River Protection Society (WRPS), meeting at the Society’s 

AGM last month, were keen to see its activities extended further into the 

community.   Both the Warbler and the village website should be offered regular 

updates on the health of the river and its flora and fauna to encourage others to get 

involved and generate a ready source of advice and expertise. 

Good work has been done with local schools in the 

past and this is something the Society would like to 

develop further.   However, there is a need for more 

local expertise, not only in water management, but 

also, public education, social media and wildlife 

conservation.   We need more people to help us at the 

sharp end, reporting on wildlife sightings in and 

around our two villages.   The need is especially acute 

now that our invaluable, long serving chairman, Brian 

Jackson, is standing down from this key role. Richard 

Townley has replaced him. 

In his outgoing Chairman’s report, Brian commented 

on the exceptional weather we have experienced over the past year.   The winter 

was good for our river with average rainfall exceeding the long-term average by 

around 100mm.   This gave us a steady river flow through May and June with no 

need for compensation water from the Environment Agency (EA). 

However, from June to September, as we will all remember, we had very little 

rainfall and extraordinarily high temperatures.   It was the second driest summer 

since 1921 and without supplementary pumping in of water by the EA, much of 

the wildlife in and around our river would have died or gone elsewhere.   The 

village owes a debt of gratitude to Brian for his tireless efforts over many years to 

make sure that the EA does not neglect our river. 

Currently, groundwater is just about making a contribution to flow in the river 

once again. 

If you are interested in preserving our local environment and would like to be 

kept informed about The Society’s activities, please do get in touch - no 

subscriptions are involved.   Furthermore, if you are an existing member, please 

do let us know if your contact details have changed.   If you are still receiving 

correspondence from us by royal mail or hand delivery, that means we don’t have 

your email address.   If you’ve got one, please email our Secretary.  

Contact is: Secretary Rebecca Lomas (01223 811189) or bex@drcr.info with your 

details.   More information is on the village website under ‘Clubs and Societies.’ 

Jackie Beadsmoore 
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The Wilbrahams’ Community Choir 

Once again the choir has gone from strength to strength this year.   We now have 

about 40 members and are able to sing more complicated pieces of music 

predominantly in 4 parts. 

In May, we put on our Summer 

Community Concert at the 

Wilbrahams’ Memorial Hall.   We 

sold 99 tickets and raised over £500 

for the Great Wilbraham recreation 

redevelopment fund.   We performed 

an entertaining selection of music 

from the ‘stage and screen’, including 

the Doctor Who Theme Tune and a 

thundering rendition of ‘One Day 

More’ from the Les Miserables musical.   We were wonderfully supported by the 

‘Tofty Club’ from Great Wilbraham and our guest oboe soloist Alison Swain.   

Thank you to them and to Jeremy Davis for accompanying us so brilliantly on the 

piano.   Also, thanks need to go to Yassir doing such a good job selling the tickets 

at the village shop and to all of those who helped on the day. 

We have recently enjoyed singing at the Harvest Festival in St John’s Church in 

Little Wilbraham and will be singing at carol services before Christmas.   Next 

year we will start preparing for our annual concert, which will be in the evening 

of 24th May 2019, once again at the memorial hall.   A date to keep in your diary! 

Due to our growth in choir members, choir practice has moved from the meeting 

room into the main hall at the Wilbrahams’ Memorial Hall.   This takes place 

during school term time at 8pm on Thursday nights.   We are very fortunate to 

have local music teacher, Gill Humphrey as our choir director.   She does an 

amazing job and is always so encouraging.  

The community choir sings a wide range of music from all around the world.   If 

you are interested in joining please take a look at our website for further 

information. http://wilbrahamcommunitychoir.org/ 

We are a very friendly, inclusive choir and are open to new members.   Everyone 

is welcome, you don’t need to audition or be able to read music!   I can be 

contacted by email vanessajnichols@yahoo.co.uk or by phone 07876363707 if 

you need to know more. 

Vanessa Nichols  The Wilbrahams’ Community Choir Chairperson 

16A : this general was a group but 50 fell out (6) 

21A : sounds like ring and the police arrived (4) 

 

 

http://wilbrahamcommunitychoir.org/
mailto:vanessajnichols@yahoo.co.uk
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Window Cleaning 
& 

Gutter Cleaning 
 

Working in and around Bottisham, Fulbourn, 
Wilbrahams & Cambridge  

 

07942780601  
cambridgewindowcleaning.com 
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The St. Nicholas  
Great Wilbraham Trust 

The Trustees are a group of local people dedicated to raising the funds needed to 

keep our beautiful and historic church building in good shape.   All the money we 

raise is strictly controlled by our trust deed and may only be spent on the building 

and its fabric. 

In recent years the trust has raised and 

spent over £130,0O0 towards the total 

cost in excess of £300,000, comprising 

repairing the roof, building the new bell 

tower facility with kitchen & wc and 

refurbishing the magnificent window to 

left side of the main door.   We further 

provide funds for day to day 

maintenance such as repairs to the organ 

and the church tower clock. 

There is a small group of highly appreciated 

donors who contribute to our funds by 

monthly standing orders.   They do not all 

regularly attend church, but they recognise 

the importance of the church to the tradition 

and heritage of our village. Would you 

please consider joining this group?  

In addition to our fund raising events, such 

as the recent auction of promises that raised 

over £3,000, we have introduced a new Long 

Term Capital Fund that will generate income 

from interest and dividends. The capital 

money in the fund will be kept untouched in 

perpetuity, and only the income i.e. interest 

and dividends may be spent. 

The fund was created last year and, thanks to some generous donations, has 

already received in excess of £120,000.00 in cash & shares as a wonderful start 

towards the long term target of £1 million. 

The fund is to be built up by individual donations, legacies and tax efficient 

donations of shares.   The trustees will, at all times, be taking appropriate 

professional legal and investment advice. 
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There are many ways of donating into The Trust’s Funds, which fall into three 

categories: 

Firstly, contributions in cash or transfers can be made on either a one-off basis or 

by regular standing order, usually monthly but any other period will work.   This 

is an attractive proposition for the trust as such donations can usually attract Gift 

Aid relief of 25% from HMRC.   These funds are maintained in our bank account 

and can be applied to immediate needs for work on the building. 

Secondly, donations to the Long Term Capital Fund can be made either during 

your life time as a gift, or in your will as a legacy of money or shares.   Both of 

these types of donation can be constructed in a very tax efficient way that will 

significantly reduce the cost to you and the beneficiaries of your will. 

Thirdly, if you ever use Amazon to buy on line, there is an opportunity for you to 

help us.   This will take very little time and effort and will cost you nothing both 

now and for the future.   Amazon.Smile will donate to a nominated registered 

charity 0.5% of all money spent through its website i.e. 50p for every £100.000. 

The contributions for each charity will be aggregated and paid monthly to the 

charity’s bank account.   It is fully explained on the website.   The registration 

process is simple from your existing Amazon account or by opening a new 

account.   The correct name is St. Nicholas Great Wilbraham Trust and our 

registered charity number is 800524. 

Graham Clarke 

Lucy Fraser MP update 

As Christmas approaches and we near the end of another year, I wanted to reflect 

on the last 12 months which seem to have flown by once again. 

Working with partners across the constituency, from local campaign groups to 

councillors and the Mayor and Government, I am delighted that projects which I 

have championed are now reaching fruition.The Ely Bypass, which I helped 

obtain Government funding for, has now been finalised.   After regular meetings 

with BT and Connecting Cambridgeshire, open meetings with residents and 

regular phone exchanges, 95% of premises in our constituency now have access 

to superfast broadband, although I continue to press for full rollout in some of the 

outstanding ‘not-spots’.   Also, a free to use, Government backed teacher 

recruitment website, which I’ve actively pursued for 3 years, is now being rolled 

out nationally, having been piloted in Cambridgeshire.  

I am proud to have supported a number of successful local campaigns; ensuring 

the continuation of the pilot at the Local Urgent Care Centre at Ely’s Princess of 

Wales, following regular meetings with local health authorities and the great local 

campaign by Emma Watson, Helen Wright and others and reinstating a pre 9am 

off-peak train service to Cambridge after numerous meetings with Chief 
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Operating Officer of Govia Thameslink Rail, Nick Brown, and a well led local 

campaign by Lauren Thomas.  

Longer term projects such as upgrading the A10, building a station in Soham, 

improving junction 37 on the A142/A14 are ongoing.  

Also ongoing is my commitment to local schools. £6m extra funding over 3 years, 

owing to the ‘Opportunity Areas’ status I helped secure for schools in East 

Cambridgeshire, is now being made available in the form of grants.   My 

parliamentary inter-school debating competition, which encourages students to 

develop their debating skills, is now in its fifth year.   In the last 3 months I have 

met with all the pupils taking part and this year’s final is being judged by Sir 

Brian Leveson. 

I have brought a number of Cabinet Ministers to our constituency this year to 

press our local causes including Education Secretary, Damian Hinds, Secretary 

for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, Michael Gove and Secretary of State 

for Transport, Chris Grayling. 

Business continues to thrive in our region 

and I was delighted to visit Net Zero 

Buildings in Six Mile Bottom, a visionary 

business that specialises in the off-site 

manufacturing of energy efficient buildings 

for the education sector. 

I always enjoy meeting constituents, whether 

welcoming you to Westminster or seeing you 

at an event, group gathering or surgery.   If 

you would like to arrange a tour of the House 

of Commons for yourself or a group you 

belong to, please do send me an email.   I am 

always happy to arrange this and wherever possible I will try to be around to say 

hello and answer any questions you have.  

I am extremely grateful for your ongoing support and will continue to work hard 

on your behalf in the coming year.  

If you have anything you wish to raise with me personally or would like to be 

added to my email newsletter distribution list please email me 

at lucy.frazer.mp@parliament.uk.   

To keep up with everything I'm doing on a more frequent basis, you can also 

follow me on facebook.https://www.facebook.com/FrazerLucy/ or visit my 

web page www.lucyfrazer.org.uk  

Wishing you a very merry Christmas and a happy new year. 

Lucy Frazer MP 

mailto:lucy.frazer.mp@parliament.uk
https://www.facebook.com/FrazerLucy/
http://www.lucyfrazer.org.uk/
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MOT Testing, Servicing & Auto Repairs 

Unit 1, Station Yard, Wilbraham Road 
Fulbourn, Cambridge CB21 5ET 

Tel: (01223) 880747 
 

Stressed and in need of relaxation? 

Come and give Complimentary Therapy a try at……… 

“EQUILIBRIUM” 
Aromatherapy Massage : Reflexology 

Indian Head Massage : Reiki 
Rosemary Marsh MFHT MICHT 

Reiki Master 

3 Waterworks Cottage, Balsham Road 

Fulbourn, Cambridge CB21 5DA 

07981 997061 

By Appointment only : Free Parking 
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Countdown … 

At the time of writing there are 

precisely 41 shopping days left ’til Christmas, 22 days ’til we head to South 

Africa to celebrate Christmas with our family there for the first time, 13 days ’til 

my wife’s birthday and 17 days ’til our 16th Wedding Anniversary.  

We do a lot of ‘counting down the days’ in life.  

Of course, it is not wrong to look forward to things, especially spending time with 

special people, going on holiday & family celebrations; however, if we focus too 

much on the countdown, we can neglect to appreciate that every day is a gift 

(that’s why it’s called the present!).  

We are now in the season of Advent, if we are not careful, it is easy to view this 

season as simply a countdown to Christmas Day (with or without the help of a 

daily piece of chocolate!), rather than the time of preparation for Jesus’ coming 

that it is.   A key belief of Christianity in addition to the belief that Jesus came 

into the world as a baby, is that Jesus will indeed come again to wrap up things as 

we know them on earth and usher in a new heaven and a new earth (Revelation 

21).  

The life of a Christian is best lived in moment by moment preparation for that 

time, looking and listening for what God might be doing and saying, and getting 

involved where possible.   Shining light in dark places and situations (Matthew 

5.14-16).   Being ready to share our hope with others (1 Peter 3.15).   Being 

thankful and focusing on all the right things (Philippians 4.4-9). Striving to be 

fully present in each moment, living and choosing wisely. The prophet Micah 

describes God’s requirement for His people like this, “To act justly, to love mercy 

and to walk humbly with God.” (Micah 6.8). All these things help us to prepare to 

be found living right, when Jesus comes again, and we can only be found as such 

because Jesus came to earth, “…became flesh and blood and moved into the 

neighbourhood”, as The Message translation puts it. 

My encouragement to you through Advent and Christmastime is, “Don’t just 

count the days, make the days count.”  Every day is an opportunity to make a 

positive difference. 

You are also, as ever, very welcome to join us at RENEW any time!  I pray you’ll 

have a special Advent and a wonderful Christmastime. 

       Rev. Alan  Brand 

RENEW Services for Advent and Christmas 2018 

We have activities for children and young people at all our RENEW morning 

services.   Everyone is welcome. 

Croissants and drinks are available before Morning Worship from 10.10 am. 
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Sunday 2nd December. Morning Worship. 10.30am 

With Holy Communion.  (Bottisham Primary School) 

Sunday 2nd December. ‘Village Praise’ 5.30-6.30pm (Lode Chapel) 

Sunday 9th December. Morning Worship. 10.30am   (at the School) 

Followed by shared lunch 

Sunday 16th December.  Christmas All-Age Worship. 10.30am   (at the School) 

Sunday 16th December. ‘Carols in the Chapel’ 6.30pm (Lode Chapel) 

Sunday 23rd December.  Morning Worship.  10.30am (at the School) 

Christmas Day. 10.30am (at the School) 

Sunday 30th December. Morning Worship. 10.30am   (at the School) 

For more information about any of the activities of RENEW Church please 

contact: 

Rev. Alan Brand on C.812558.  Email: alan.brand@renewchurch.org.uk 

Or visit our website at  www.renewchurch.org.uk 
 

 

It’s Sad if you’re speeding in Great Wilbraham 

PLEASE SLOW DOWN IN OUR VILLAGE – that is the message from GWPC. 

In response to the concerns of many residents; GWPC has recently launched a 

Speed Awareness Campaign and invested in a flashing speed sign (Speed 

Awareness Device SAD) to reduce traffic speeds around the village.   

Six suitable locations have been identified and 

the sign will be moved from one location to 

another every four weeks.  

The sign is a clever machine in that it not only 

reminds drivers of how fast they are travelling, 

it also collects data on traffic volumes at 

different times of the day.   The data will then 

be analysed and the GWPC will consider what 

further action can be taken at the locations with the most issues.  

The enthusiasm and commitment shown by the entire campaign team illustrates 

just how strongly they all feel about the issue of excessive vehicle speeds in our 

village.   Given a bit of time and the level of support for the campaign, we feel 

sure that GWPC can be successful in reducing the problem. 

The sign first went into service on November 9th and the team plan to report their 

findings from the data collected in the Spring edition of the Warbler. 

Alister McFarquhar 

26D : hot fiddler (4)  19A : artistic policeman? (9) 

10A : he made it all square (10) 15A : sailor with bike? (7) 

 

 

 

mailto:alan.brand@renewchurch.org.uk
http://www.renewchurch.org.uk/
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A14 improvements 

In September we reached a significant milestone, installing the new bridge decks 

at Bar Hill.   In mid-September, we successfully installed two new bridges to 

what will be the improved junction at Bar Hill.   Bridges are usually built in-situ 

by lifting the bridge beams onto the bridge abutments and constructing the rest of 

the bridge deck around them.   The steel and concrete bridges at Bar Hill, each of 

which is 44 metres long and weighs 1,065 tonnes, were instead assembled in a 

pre-fabrication yard located next to the junction.  

The bridges were built in their entirety, complete with handrails, in the pre-fab 

yard.   Over a September weekend, the bridge decks were guided along the A14 

carriageway by remote control and then raised into place on their new bridge 

abutments one-by-one using a specialised heavy-duty transporter.  

Building the bridges on site in this 

way allowed us to install the bridges 

in the space of just one weekend.   

This kind of work would usually have 

required two weekend closures (one 

for each bridge) and numerous 

overnight closures for fabrication 

works, which would have caused 

much more inconvenience for 

residents and road users. 

We want the A14 upgrade to be the safest and best road it possibly can be and we 

now have an opportunity to make our road even better.  

This winter we will ask the Planning Inspectorate to amend the road status for a 

specific section of our scheme - the section between Ellington and Girton – from 

trunk road designation to motorway.  

Motorways are twice as safe as A road dual carriageways and six times safer than 

single-carriageway roads, so this change offers safety benefits to our already 

robust plans.   Classifying the road as a motorway will also remove slow moving 

traffic (such as farm vehicles and mopeds, which will be able to use local roads 

and the new local access road), which will further improve journey times.  

Angela Harrison  

Communications Manager, A14 Cambridge to Huntingdon improvement scheme 

8A : he was a little more musical than he sounds (4) 

11A : lost toy transformed into epic story teller (7) 

9D : considered all round, a good king (6) 

12D : he sounds like a large amount (3) 
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Crib Services and Nativity Plays 

There’s a story my husband loved to tell—it’s a good story, though I can’t swear 

it’s true—about a school nativity play. All the children are in their costumes and 

have memorised their lines. The parents have filled the hall. Clip, clop, clip, clop. 

Is it coconut shells, or might that be the sound of the donkey’s hoofs? Joseph and 

Mary trudge across the stage. They are very tired; they have come a long way 

from Nazareth to Bethlehem.  Knock, knock, knock! A little boy in a striped 

bathrobe, with a tea-towel fastened on his head, comes to the door. It must be the 

First Innkeeper. He knows his part. He must turn away the Holy Family. There 

are two more doors for them to knock on before they’re offered the possibility of 

bedding down in the stable with the animals.  ‘I. Am. Joseph.’ the boy playing 

Joseph says. ‘Have you a room where I and my wife Mary can stay?’ Joseph asks, 

adding, perhaps unnecessarily, ‘She is GREAT WITH CHILD.’ And then the 

little boy playing the First Innkeeper, who cannot bear the thought of sending 

away Joseph and Mary, let alone the baby Jesus, says ‘Yes! Plenty of room! 

Come on in!’ ‘And,’ my husband would add, ‘There was complete chaos and 

consternation and nobody knew what to do next!’  

Unexpected things happen in nativity plays. When I was the chaplain of a 

Cambridge College, one of my jobs was to arrange a service around the end of 

term for the children of Fellows and staff.  It began as a straightforward service 

around the crib, with carols and the children in costume.  Then the choristers from 

Little St Mary’s began coming to sing at it.  Eventually, students began to beg to 

join in.  I remember especially one very tall, fair, undergraduate who said, 

‘Please, when I was in school I was always made to be an angel. Can I be Mary? 

Please?’ And there were, that year, shepherds who had grown moustaches to raise 

money for men’s cancers: one shepherd from New Zealand, one from Wales, and 

one from the Holy Land. All good places to recruit shepherds from.  Two post-

graduates, experienced in stand-up comedy, came to help, and, lo! The 

ImprovNativity was born.  We even had a real baby, and, a year or so later, our 

Mary was married to one of the bewhiskered shepherds.  

The ImprovNativity continues: again this year it’s at St George’s, our little church 

in Six Mile Bottom, at 3 pm on December 8th. Everyone is welcome: the music 

will be beautiful, and you too can be an angel, a shepherd, a wise man, or a 

member of the Holy Family.  

This year, for the first time in many years, there will also be a Crib Service in 

Little Wilbraham for the youngest children in the villages: a short service at 3 pm 

on the Sunday before Christmas, December 23rd. We will put the familiar figures 

into the manger scene and retell the familiar story.   We’ll sing a few carols and 

say a few prayers.  It will be over in half an hour. But a lot can happen in half an 

hour. A story, even an old, old, story, can come alive in a child’s heart and mind, 
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or in the hearts and minds of those who remain children at heart---as so many of 

us do, around Christmas.  And then we too can break out of our roles and 

welcome Jesus like a little child: ‘Yes! Plenty of room! Come on in!’   

The Revd. Alice Goodman 

 

Wilbrahams’ Cricket Club 2018  

Are we getting better? 

Maybe I’m clutching at straws, but narrowly avoiding relegation from CCA 

Junior 1 South with 7 victories this year seems a whole lot better than doing it 

with 5 victories in 2017.   Since the last Warbler, we lost the last three matches of 

the season, but pulled off a great victory away at Yelling to give a reasonable 

chance of survival. Doing the double over Yelling, and beating Abington, 

Chippenham, Barrington, St Giles and Linton does give a warmish glow to the 

season, but we are under no illusion as to how difficult it is going to be to keep 

our little club in this company. 

Excluding the three “additional players” we borrowed from the Junior League 

Pool (a new and welcome innovation) only 23 players represented the club this 

year.   Only two of those could be described as “new” members, and the average 

age remains higher than ideal (not always my fault).   See the 2019 recruitment 

drive has started already. Send me your young men! 

At a fine post season gathering which took place at two different curry houses, 

(we walked out of the first because the wicket was too small and the umpires 

uncompromising!) the end of season awards were both discussed and presented. 

Leading run-scorer was Tom Sweeney, with 411, followed by Charlie Moore 

(369) and George Moore (350).   Leading wicket-taker 

was, yes you’ve guessed it, Ronnie Cameron with 32 

followed by Andy Goryn (19) and Tom Sweeney (17). 

Player of the season was decided by secret ballot with, 

by one vote, Tom Sweeney eclipsing captain Ronnie 

Cameron’s fine contribution.   Congratulations to all. 

Our grateful thanks go to our wonderful tea ladies (who 

have no worries about relegation from the premier 

league) our excellent groundsmen Goryn & Goryn, and 

to you the spectators who continue to enjoy our 

fabulous facilities which we the players are privileged 

to use. 

It has been a most enjoyable season and I look forward to you joining us in the 

nets on a Thursday evening in April 2019! 

Roddy Tippen  Chairman, Wilbrahams’ Sports Club 



48 

 

 

 
MICHAEL BEAUMONT’S 

BUTCHERS  EST 1965 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

BUTCHERS, FARMER, GREAT ROLL & PIE MAKERS 

WE SELL FREE RANGE, LOCALLY SOURCED MEATS, 

OUR OWN AWARD WINNING SAUSAGES, 

BURGERS, FINE CHEESES AND DAIRY. 

For a tasty range of “just cook” meals, fabulous steaks, 

freshly made free range sausage rolls & scotch eggs. 

………………………………………………………………………………………

Come and see us, great offers always available 

Follow us on Facebook & Twitter for 

“just cook” timings and offers 

………………………………………………………………… 

 Christmas orders now being taken 

………………………………………………………………… 

17 High Street, Fulbourn 

Cambridge CB21 5DH 

Mondays - Fridays : 8.00am – 5.30pm 

Saturdays : 8.00am – 1.00pm 

01223 880955 

EMAIL : info@beaumontsbutchers.com 
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The Wilbrahams' Social Club  

The Social Club had a great summer making the most of the beautiful weather 

with many relaxing evenings outside enjoyed by our members, families and 

friends.   The Friday opening from 3.30pm and the Summer Special offer for our 

members has been a huge success, from November we will be opening from 

7.30pm on Fridays but continuing the Special Offer from 7.30 - 9pm. 

Cricket afternoons were busy, the 

cricketers and their supporters 

sitting on the patio with a drink or 

two and delicious cricket teas, 

followed by the occasional bar-b-q. 

And, of course, some excellent 

cricket to watch! 

The Saturday Coffee Mornings are 

a great social get together, catching up with friends and eating cake!   We started 

Thursday coffee mornings in July which have also proved very popular and are 

now a regular event too.  

Membership continues to be good value at 

£5 per year. 

We open at 7.30pm Monday - Friday and 

on Saturdays 12pm - 1.30pm and 7.30pm - 

11pm, closed on Sundays. 

As always, we would welcome new bar 

staff and new committee members to bring 

ideas, enthusiasm and help us with the 

routine management of the club.  

We look forward to seeing you soon.  The Social Club Committee 

 

Six Mile Bottom Sports and Social Club 

Latest News: 

The committee would like to wish all members and their families a happy Xmas 

and prosperous new year.  Our coffee morning on 30th Sept was a great success 

and raised £261. Our sincere thanks to those who contributed, helped and spent 

money! However, we were disappointed with the low turn out from both Six Mile 

Bottom and Wilbrahams' residents. 

Our ladies’ nights' topics for the next three months to start at 7.30pm on the dates 

shown are as follows: 
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Jan 16th Bee Keeping 

Feb 20th to be arranged 

Remember that the ladies' nights are open to ALL ladies whether or not they are 

club members. 

For Xmas and New Year opening times please see the notice board nearer 

the time.   

There will be no bingo on either of the Sundays 23rd and 30th December, but 

there will be a game on Saturday 22nd December. 

Information 

A reminder that we have a mobile post office here at the Club on Thursdays. 

Another reminder to everyone that the Club is available for hire to all members 

FREE OF CHARGE for parties, functions etc. SO PLEASE SPREAD THE 

WORD.  Non-members would not be charged, but would be asked to make a 

donation to the Club. 

What’s On; please look at the notice board nearer the time for more details. 

Saturday 8 December Pete's big quiz night. Questions will be on the Isle of 

Wight. This will be of special interest to those on the trip - how many of the facts 

and figures given by the driver do you remember? Open to all so start your 

researching! 

Saturday 15 December Our annual Xmas draw night. 

Saturday 22 December Xmas bingo to start at 7.45pm.  There will be no bingo on 

the Sunday 23rd. 

Saturday 29 December Play Your Cards Right night 

New Year's Eve  This will be a black tie night for the gents and long 

dresses for the ladies. Please see the notice board. 

Saturday 12 January Hawaiian night. You can dig out those fancy loud shirts 

again! Again please see notice board nearer the time. 

Saturday 26 January Play Your Cards Right night. 

Saturday 2 February Keith's disco and karoake night, plus a quiz from Kelvin. 

There will also be a ploughman’s' supper provided by 

Carol and Miranda. 

Saturday 16 February Something new - a film night. And we will try for the 

cinema experience (popcorn, ice creams etc) Watch for 

more details nearer the time. 

Saturday 23 February Members night. Please remember that this is the Members 

night. 
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Please note our opening times and on-going events, unless stated otherwise: 

Sundays - Club/bar open at midday until 9 pm. Evening Bingo with a 7.45 start. 

Mondays - Club is shut 

Tuesdays - Club is shut unless we have a home darts match. Please see the notice 

board for dates. 

Wednesdays - Club is only open for the Women’s Friendship Group 

Thursdays - The Club is open at 2 pm for the Mobile Post Office 

and everyone is welcome to use it. (At present the bar is shut but 

this could change if more people were to use the post office). Club 

shut in the evening. 

Fridays and Saturdays - Club and bar open at 8 pm. 

Geoff Woods 

Red2Green's Community Café 

Red2Green's Community Café which gives people with a learning disability or on 

the autistic spectrum an opportunity to learn new skills and gain some work 

experience is open for drinks, cakes, scones, sausage rolls, soups and baked 

potatoes from 9am to 3pm every Tuesday and Thursday. 

The café in Lode Road (next to Bottisham Village College) caters for all with 

vegan, vegetarian and gluten free options – sit in or takeaway and also holds 

regular drop in events. 

December  

Tues 4  Christmas crafts  - new date! 

Thurs 6  Scrabble and other board games - new date! 

Tues 11  Sorry we are closed for a private party 

Thurs 13 Christmas crafts - new date! 10.30am-1pm 

Tues 18  Afternoon tea – available 11am-3pm prebooked only including 

mini sausage rolls, sandwiches with smoked salmon, strawberry and cream scones 

£10 per person  

We are planning some exciting new groups for the new year such as community 

voices choir (yes, everyone really can sing) and a book group. 

Get in touch www.red2green.org, email info@red2green.org or call 01223 

813650 

Julie Rutherford 

1D : looks like a task but he recovered when all was lost (3) 

14D : fire crew blow changes without point, to free people (11) 

29A : this explorer could make small bed in a short street (5) 

 

http://www.red2green.org/
mailto:info@red2green.org
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Fully approved Electrical Contractor 

All Work Certificated in Accordance with NICEIC 

Free no obligation quotations 

All aspects of electrical work undertaken such as re-wires, Electrical condition 

Reports, maintenance calls, New build Installations, Industrial and Commercial 

Installations 

However small you may consider your job it will be treated with the same 

attention to detail as every one of our jobs. 

Your Local Electrician 
Unit 24 Hall Barn Road Industrial Estate, Hall Barn Road, Isleham, 

Cambridgeshire, CB7 5RJ 

Contact us on; 01638 781567 / enquiries@jandjdrake.co.uk 

 

mailto:enquiries@jandjdrake.co.uk
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Ineffectiveness of Rainwater Drainage Work 
Undertaken in Great Wilbraham in Spring 2018 

The Figure below shows the initial part of the rainfall recorded on 27 July 2018 

which caused the second of this year’s flooding events:  

 

The graph is the rainfall registered by an automatic computer-aided weather 

measurement system.   The arrow marks the onset of a heavy burst of rain of 

0.79”/hr which, after 6.8 minutes, caused flooding in Church Street.   These 

conditions are marked by the star symbol on the Figure above and as a star on the 

graph below.  

The “Time-to-Flood” curve, as featured in the winter 2016 edition of the Warbler, 

results from analysing the risk of flooding imposed by the 6” stormwater drain. 

(A document “Flooding in Church Street 

Great Wilbraham” was submitted to the 

Council in early 2017 giving all the facts).   

Also shown are rainfall events which caused 

the road to flood after the document was 

submitted to the Council - events which 

occurred before the work undertaken by the 

Council in late spring 2018. Not only do 

these ‘prior’ points lie on the curve but so 

does the ‘post’ point (the star symbol). 

Thus, the expenditure of £60,000 (as we are told) has made no difference.   The 

road floods in exactly the same way as it did before, consistent with the limitation 

being the 6” pipe.   What was needed was replacement of the 6” stormwater drain 

in the road by 12” pipe. 
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How £60,000 could have profitably been spent  

 

The top part of the Figure is a representation of the existing pipe.   If all gullies 

collected an equal amount of rainwater, the section carrying the most water is that 

nearest the outfall.   Consequently, that section will be the first to fill to capacity 

and, when it does, the gully to the left of it will overflow followed by a ripple 

effect as gully-after-gully to the left overflows in quick succession.  

About 18 months ago the cost of replacing the 6” pipe with 12” was put at £100 

per foot so, for £60,000, 600ft of pipe could have been replaced as in the lower 

part of the Figure.   Along Church Street, replacement would have reached back 

about as far as the dwelling known as “Lufters”. Between there and the outfall, 

flooding would be relieved.  

Out of the total run of approximately 1,400ft, 800ft of 6” pipe would remain. 

Simple arithmetic suggests it would take a rainfall rate of around 0.7”/hr to cause 

the remaining 6” pipe to start to back-up and, even then, it would take 30 minutes 

for the road to start to flood.   On 27 July, where the high rainfall rate occurred for 

only 10 minutes, the road would not have flooded at all.   Notwithstanding that 
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unequal collection of rainwater by the gullies would modify these numbers, useful 

improvement should have resulted. 

Angle End 

Although the foregoing quantitative work relates to Church Street only, time has 

shown that Angle End suffers from flooding in the same way, and under the same 

conditions.   A reasonable expectation, therefore, is that a 12” pipe would be the 

answer there too. 

Peter Ladbrooke, pladbrooke@googlemail.com 

 

Classes help local lady stay stronger for longer 

A major new strength and balance campaign is launching this International Older 

People’s day to help people in Cambridgeshire stay stronger for longer. 

Jill Smith, who lives in Cambridge, started going to strength and balance classes 

about two years ago as part of her rehabilitation after a heart transplant. 

The 66-year-old is now reaping the rewards of regular exercise and can do the 

things she enjoys again. 

 “Strength and balance classes have particularly helped me with building up 

strength in my arms following my heart transplant,” said Jill. “I wasn’t able to use 

them after the operation.   The exercises have helped me gradually build up my 

strength and it’s now easier to do things like shopping and carrying bags. 

 “I can do daily tasks like vacuuming and things at home that were really difficult 

before.   I used to take for granted things like getting up from the floor but after 

my operation this was a problem.   However, this no longer fazes me - if I get 

down I know I can get up again and that's thanks to Sabrina the trainer at my 

strength & balance class."  

Simple strength and balance exercises twice a week are proven to keep you 

stronger for longer, so you can keep independent and enjoy the great things in 

life, whether it’s playing with grandchildren, shopping, socialising with friends or 

gardening. 

For success stories and more information on classes and activities in your area 

visit: www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/strongerforlonger 

The Stronger for longer campaign has been developed by Cambridgeshire County 

Council working with local NHS health partners. 

Helen Tunster Senior Partnership Manager – Falls Prevention 

7D : noted for colourful clothing    (6) 

4D : marshal to 30A (3)   6D : travelling chef? (4) 

5A : SEE 2A    3D : SEE 2A 

 

 

mailto:pladbrooke@googlemail.com
http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/strongerforlonger


56 

 

 



57 

 

Gardening Club Festive Frolics 

The Gardening Club’s annual Christmas celebration dinner will be on 

December 10th at The Carpenter’s Arms.  Always a lot of fun we are looking 

forward to Tony Ryan’s gardening quiz and Martin Gienke’s hilarious gardening 

carols.  He writes one or two each year.  Here’s a sample: 

A Dream Compost [To the tune ‘I’m Dreaming of a White Christmas] 

I’m dreaming of a rich compost I’m dreaming of a dark compost 

With every load I put on top On my allotment’s little plot 

Of my green grass clippings May your garden borders be bright 

And wheel barrow tippings May your compost heaps be your delight 

With kitchen refuse all to rot  

I’m dreaming of a sweet compost 

With every shovel full of muck 

As I turn the heap 

Its juices seep 

And ripens with a bit of luck 

Ticket price for members is £24 and includes a free prize draw ticket for 

gardening vouchers and plants.    

The 2019 programme is nearly finalised with the following topics confirmed: 

21/01/19 The Garden of Versailles  

18/02/19 Toxic Beauty – An exploration of killer plants 

18/03/19 Growing Chrysanthemums 

15/04/19 AGM & Gardening Quiz night 

Further talks and a garden visit are in the pipeline, including Companion Planting 

and Natural, Renewable and Sustainable Garden Products. 

For information: ordinary meetings are held on the third Monday of the month in 

The Memorial Hall, at 7:30pm with the exception of December, August and also 

July when the Annual Flower and Produce Show takes precedence.   

Jackie Beadsmoore, Secretary – jackiebeadsmoore@icloud.com Tel: 880889 

  

Wilbraham Boiler Services 
Plumbing and Heating 

Gas and Oil Servicing and Breakdown 
Boiler Replacements – Landlord Certificates 

General Plumber and Heating 
30 years experience – No jobs too Small 

Mark Taylor 
Call Now : 01223 812024 or 07906 691726 

mailto:jackiebeadsmoore@icloud.com
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The Wilbrahams Film Club meets for the first time 

The new Memorial Hall is proving to be a 

winner in countless ways, and in particular 

providing a much needed venue where local 

clubs and groups can meet. Due to the efforts 

of the Hall Committee, a new projector has 

been installed and commissioned in the large 

hall, and the opportunity has finally arisen for 

a Film Club to be created, fronted by Paul 

Lambton and supported by a trusty group of 

film enthusiasts. Membership numbers have already reached over 75 and we hope 

that this will increase further as word gets around that it’s a good night out! 

The group’s first (free) film show took place on 20th October and was by all 

accounts, a resounding success, with over 70 villagers attending. It was an 

excellent turnout, with everyone 

enjoying wine, cordial, ice creams and 

a good chat before the film started at 

7.30. The film was a good choice to 

start the club  –  a comedy starring 

David Tennant, Rosamund Pike and 

Billy Connolly, it was a heart-

warming look at family life and 

relationships, and no doubt struck a 

few chords with the audience!  There are still a few niggles to iron out; getting the 

volume right, making sure that everyone has a good view, and of course there’s 

still the question of whether one day we might have a proper screen to project 

onto. But that’s for the future… for now, the aim is to enjoy a good film with 

friends and neighbours, and catch up with all the village news. 

The club functions on a membership basis – all residents over 18 are eligible for 

membership on payment of £12 per year (the film showings are free), and all 

those under 18 will be welcome free at showings of suitable films, with the 

requirement that under 15s are accompanied by an adult. Membership application 

forms can be found in Great Wilbraham village shop, or online applications can 

be made via the Local Information link on the village website: 

http://www.wilbrahams.co.uk/information/wilbrahams-film-club/ 

Currently the film choices for future months are as follows: 

Friday 30th November:  The Greatest Showman. (Cert. PG) 

 Starring Hugh Jackman, this acclaimed 2017 musical film celebrates the birth of 

show-business. It was inspired by the story of P.T. Barnum, a visionary who rose 

from nothing to create a spectacle that became a worldwide sensation. 

http://www.wilbrahams.co.uk/information/wilbrahams-film-club/
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Friday 4th January:  The Book Thief. (Cert. 12A) 

While subjected to the horrors of World War II Germany, young Liesel finds 

solace by stealing books and sharing them with others. In the basement of her 

home, a Jewish refugee is being protected by her adopted parents. Based on the 

book by Markus Zusak and starring Sophie Nélisse, Geoffrey Rush and Emily 

Watson. 

Friday 8th February:  I, Daniel Blake. (Cert. 15) 

A 2016 film directed by Ken Loach and written by Loach’s frequent 

collaborator Paul Laverty. It stars Dave Johns as Daniel Blake, who is 

denied employment and support allowance despite his doctor finding him unfit to 

work. Hayley Squires co-stars as Katie, a struggling single mother whom Daniel 

befriends.  The film won the Palme d'Or at the 2016 Cannes Film Festival, the 

Prix du Public at the 2016 Locarno International Film Festival, and the 2017 

BAFTA for Outstanding British Film. 

Friday 1st March:  Swimming with Men (Cert 12A) 

 A man who is suffering a mid-life crisis finds new meaning in his life as  part of 

an all-male, middle-aged, amateur synchronised  swimming team. Showcasing the 

many talented Rob Brydon, this feel-good film based on a real life event, co-stars 

Robert Graves and  Jane Horrocks. 

The group would welcome any suggestions for future film choices, whether it’s a 

particular genre that members are keen to see, or perhaps a theme that might be 

relevant to one of the other clubs and societies in our community. All ideas will 

be considered; comedies, thrillers, dramas or black and white classics! Please 

email Paul with your ideas: wilbrahamsfilmclub@gmail.com 

Due to film licensing regulations correspondence will be to members, so if you 

wish to know what’s happening in the Club, why not join today? 

Julia A’Court 

 

Wilbrahams Web Site 
The village website  http://www.wilbrahams.co.uk  continues to be very popular 

with almost 100,000 hits since it began.   September was our best month yet with 

close to 6,000 hits with the best day being 5th September with 530 views.   It 

contains information about the villages, parish councils, local groups as well as 

news and notices.   You can even find past Warblers on there. 

Contact Trish Davis  Trishbdavis@hotmail.com or 

Martin Gienke martin@gienke.net to put items  on the website. 

mailto:wilbrahamsfilmclub@gmail.com
mailto:Trishbdavis@hotmail.com
mailto:martin@gienke.net
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Up, Up Upton and Away 

Earlier this year I was very excited to see a Gliding Experience with Mike Smith 

listed in the St Nicholas Trust Fund-Raising auction.   It was a fun evening 

watching the bidding and I had high hopes when it came to the Gliding 

Experience lot.   The bidding went up up and away from me, but I was 

encouraged by a friend to chat with Mike later in the evening, who very kindly 

offered to take me gliding - YIPEE! 

As sometimes happens, time passes and I had not been in touch with Mike.   In 

the meantime, unbeknown to me, a plot was hatched between my lovely Sister-in-

law and Mike.   She had seen my enthusiasm and decided it would be the ideal 

gift for my birthday in June.  So, to my surprise and delight my birthday gift was 

a gliding flight with Mike.  

Finally, a date was set and on a beautiful hot 

sunny afternoon in early August I joined Mike, 

along with Martin Gienke, for the visit to the 

Gliding Club at Great Gransden.   Mike is a 

gliding enthusiast; it was so interesting listening 

to him talk about the complexities of gliding on 

our journey to the club.   Upon our arrival we 

helped Mike uncover his beautiful glider and 

Martin took some wonderful photographs of it 

for the Warbler and the website.   

We then drove out to the runway where we 

received further instruction from Mike on the 

2-seater glider that we would be flying in.   My 

insides gave a slight somersault as I realised 

that I would be in the front cockpit, though I 

was instantly reassured by the fact that Mike 

would be in the control seat just behind me.   

Then it was time to put on our parachutes, 

squeeze into the cockpit, belt up, ready for take off.   We were winched up, which 

sounds slow, but it was absolutely the opposite - we were off the ground and high 

in seconds.   It felt far more powerful than I anticipated; ascending, pushing me 

back in my seat, thrilling.   Once released from the tow Mike was using all his 

skills and knowledge searching for thermals to take us higher.   As we caught the 

thermal we gained instant lift at speed - we circled like birds of prey, an amazing 

sensation.    Once we were high enough we serenely glided along taking in the 

views and spotting other aircraft around.  45 Minutes disappeared in no time . . . a 

wonderful way to spend a Summer afternoon, what an experience. 

Jenny Upton 
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Start your countdown to Christmas  

Take some time out this December with 

CambridgePPF for yourself and the whole 

family to enjoy some of the more traditional 

treats that truly make Christmas a special time 

of year.  

And don’t forget that Wandlebury is open over 

the whole Christmas period, including the 

‘Day’ itself and Boxing Day for a walk, run or just some contemplation.   You 

can visit anytime from dawn to dusk.  

Theatre at the Leper Chapel: A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens, Friday 

7, Saturday 8 December: 7.30pm to 8.30pm  

A Christmas Carol, the way 

Dickens told it himself: one 

man, one stage.   Playing 

over 20 characters, Martin 

Prest brings Charles 

Dickens' timeless story of 

redemption to life in the 

atmospheric Leper Chapel. 

As popular now as when it 

was first published in 1843, 

this captivating seasonal tale 

has the feel-good factor of a 

roast Christmas dinner with presents under the tree.   The perfect start to any 

Christmas season! Tickets £12 (£8 under-18s and students).   Dress warmly. 

To book visit www.thatsmycueproductions.com 

Newmarket Road, Cambridge, CB5 8JJ – opposite Cambridge United.   

Volunteer Work Party at Coton Reserve, 

Tuesday 11 December: 10am to 3pm 

Help us care for our green spaces and the wildlife that thrives in them – plus you 

can get active, meet new people and enjoy learning about your local environment. 

This December our volunteer work party will be assisting with vital woodland 

work at the Coton Countryside Reserve.   If you can spare any time then please 

come along and lend a hand! 

Meet at the Coton Reserve car park notice board.   All instruction, equipment and 

tools provided. Wear tough clothing and footwear, and bring a packed lunch. No 

need to book, just turn up. Grantchester Road, CB23 7PZ. 
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Christmas Holiday Bushcraft (5-12 years), 

Friday 21 December: 8.30am to 4pm 

Holiday Bushcraft at Wandlebury is designed for children ages 5-12 and is run by 

experienced, qualified teachers from the outdoor learning experience group, Wild 

Thyme & Embers, who will inspire children and share their knowledge and skills 

of surviving in the wild.   Booking essential, further information visit 

wildthymeandembers.co.uk. Wandlebury Country Park CB22 3AE.  

A Calm, Creative Christmas at Wandlebury, 

Sat 22 Dec: 10 to 11am and 11.30am to 12.30pm  

If you and your children find the Christmas run-up all a bit much then do come 

and join Vital Spark for some calm creativity with craft, storytelling and nature – 

all the magic of the season with a natural and mindful slant to the activities. 

We’re not at all ‘bah humbug’, we just enjoy a little quality family time away 

from the more commercial side of Christmas! £6 per child over 2 years 

(recommended ages 3-7).   Children to remain accompanied throughout.   

Booking essential.   Email katherine@vitalsparktheatre.org Wandlebury Country 

Park CB22 3AE.  

Midnight Communion at the Leper Chapel, 

Monday 24 December: 11.30pm to 12.30am 

A simple celebration of Christmas: the Communion, by candlelight, with carols. 

All welcome. Donations towards the upkeep of the Chapel are always 

appreciated. Dress warmly.  

Newmarket Road, Cambridge, CB5 8JJ  

New Year’s Day Walk at Coton Countryside Reserve, 

Tues 1 January: 11am to 1pm  

As a perfect antidote to the festivities, 

why not welcome in the New Year 

and blow off the cobwebs by joining 

us for a revitalising, sociable stroll 

through Coton Reserve?   You’ll enjoy 

the stunning winter landscapes at the 

same time as kick-starting that 

resolution to get more exercise in 

2019! Free but donations towards the 

upkeep of the reserve are always 

welcome. Meet outside the Coton village pub, The Plough, at 11am.  

For more information:   email bookings@cambridgeppf.org, call 01223 

243830 extension 207 or visit www.cambridgeppf.org/whats-on 
 

Mary  Nealson 

mailto:katherine@vitalsparktheatre.org
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Essential Health now offers Homeopathy  
with Sian Moss BSc LCHE 

As a qualified Homeopath with a background of research in the pharmaceutical 

industry, Sian encourages clients to pursue choice in their healthcare, seek 

understanding of their condition and feel empowered to take a central role in their 

treatment. 

Nowadays illness is often chronic, a result of genetic predisposition and exposure 

to environmental and life stresses.  

As a holistic medical approach, homeopathy considers how each person interacts 

with their environment, responds to disease and copes with life events to devise 

an individualised treatment plan aimed at restoring balance, quality of life and 

improving overall wellbeing.   Homeopathy contributes to your health by helping 

you to manage it.   As a result, the same disease in any group of people could be 

treated with different remedies.  

It can also be specifically aimed at conditions causing you concern, as would be 

the case for example, with hay fever and gastric disturbances. 

The vast majority of homeopathic remedies are made from substances found in 

nature.   Prescriptions are chosen using a “like curing like” approach, by 

exploring not only a person’s symptoms, but also their predisposition and 

susceptibility to disease.   In the case of allergies and hay fever it is also crucial to 

determine triggers. 

It is popular amongst the general public for a wide range of health issues and been 

shown to be beneficial postoperatively following surgical procedures, in upper 

respiratory tract infections and for those suffering with anxiety and depression. 

Often people use homeopathy to help them cope with side effects experienced 

from their prescribed medications or after treatments such as chemo and 

radiotherapy. 

Sian works with people of all ages and her experience includes supporting those 

suffering with allergies, symptoms of menopause, arthritis and chronic pain.   In 

addition, she has seen benefit helping with the effects of stress, grief and 

emotional issues, in all age groups. 

This individualized medicine with treatment tailored specifically for you is now 

available in Great Wilbraham at Essential Health. 

Juliette Bayshaw and Sian Moss 

 
21D : is soap with a hundred a new medium for this artist (7) 

25A : president, fifty with small hill and nil changes (7) 

28A : with her research, she could see through you (5) 

10D : the Russians thought that he was great (5) 
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Today is the First Day of My Healthier Life! 

Instead of pouring my usual large mug of rich, dark coffee, I 

delved into the back of the larder cupboard and plucked out a caffeine-free Lemon 

& Ginger teabag and drenched it in freshly boiled water. 

I grabbed a handful of peppery watercress from the fridge to start my daily 

digestion off, before sending the wholegrain Shredded Wheat bitesize, tumbling 

into my cereal bowl. My body is wondering what's happened to its quota of 

homemade jam on lavishly buttered, white, "foam bread" toast! 

What has brought about my new healthier attitude, you wonder? Well, last night, 

The Well-brahams Group hosted a talk by nutritional therapist, Rebecca Hancock. 

Rebecca discovered Nutritional Therapy through her own health issues and it has 

transformed the way she lives her life. 

Just a few small changes to your diet and lifestyle can have a huge effect of your 

overall wellbeing! For example, the evidence is overwhelming that caffeine can 

exacerbate or cause anxiety. So that's my first change - lower my caffeine intake 

and see if my anxieties lower too! 

Rebecca chatted about the benefits of having a healthy gut and how our gut health 

has a direct effect on our mental health. She told us about probiotics (live 

microbial food ingredients that are beneficial to health) and prebiotics 

(carbohydrates that the probiotics feed on). She also told us what foods we can 

find these "friendly" bacteria in.  Who’d have thought that a green, under-ripe 

banana is good for our digestive system? 

Thanks Rebecca, for such an informative - life changing talk! 

Sarah Fordham of the Well-brahams Mental Health & Well-being Group 

(www.thewell-brahams.weebly.com) Helping to improve the overall well-being 

of the local community and help reduce the stigma and discrimination associated 

with mental health. https://www.nutritionist-resource.org.uk/nutritionists/rebecca-

hancock 

Spooky 

Jack-O-Lanterns were alight, there was a chill in the 

air, darkness blanketed the village and there were 

sounds of ghosts and goblins as the Wilbrahams’ 

children roamed the streets for Halloween. We had 

about 70 trick or treaters during the evening as our 

stash of sweets and lollies dwindled and we dived 

into our reserves.  Some super costumes this year 

with the mums and dads entering into the spirit (bad 

pun) of the evening.  

Martin Gienke 

http://www.thewell-brahams.weebly.com/
https://www.nutritionist-resource.org.uk/nutritionists/rebecca-hancock
https://www.nutritionist-resource.org.uk/nutritionists/rebecca-hancock
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HISTORICAL NAMES

 
 

John Bramwell  

Each answer is a name from history, ancient and not so ancient.   A selection of clues 

is shown below, and the remaining clues are scattered in the magazine in boxes for 

you to find.   The solution will be put on the website at the end of December. 

2A, 3D, 5A : sounds like this lady was a passenger with Noah (4,2,3) 

13D : a pot with fifty added, gives this man, something to think about (5) 

30A : a general making one plan with nothing, but is defeated (8) 

25D : American general, comes from a vegetable without potassium (3) 

5D : early gardener in a damaged part (4) 

18D : author, man of verse losing time(3)  

20D : German scientist, just one mug (8) 

27A : sounds like this scientist went by a lady (7) 
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List of Advertisers 

Advertiser      Page 

Andy’s Fulbourn Garage     42 

Beaumont Butchers      48 

Chapel Dental        22 

Colours of Dance      18 

David Sooty Sadler      12 

Equilibrium       42 

Ernest Doe       56 

Essential Health       64 

Fulbourn Feline Services     18 

Fisher Carpets       38 

Gt Wilbraham Village Shop/Post Office    35 

J & J Drake       52 

My Village Handyman      28 

Rothwells       12 

The Carpenters Arms      52 

Tom Tester, window cleaner     38 

Tutor        12 

Wheelie Fresh Bins      12 

Woodland Funeral Services     22 

Wilbraham Boiler Services     57 

 

 

Disclaimer 
While every care is taken in preparing the content of this magazine, the editors disclaim 

all warranties, expressed or implied, as to the accuracy of the information in any of the 

content. It also (to the extent permitted by law) shall not be liable for any losses or 

damages arising from the use of, or reliance on, the information in the form of articles, 

letters or adverts within the magazine. The adverts are provided for convenience only. 

We do not sponsor, endorse or otherwise approve of any information or statements 

appearing in the magazine. The editors are not responsible for the availability of, or the 

content located on or through, any advert. 

 

Advertise in the Wilbrahams’ Warbler 
4 issues per year : March June September December 

Over 500 copies distributed to 

Great Wilbraham, Little Wilbraham and Six Mile Bottom 

Rates per issue 

Full page £40.00, Half page £25.00, Quarter page £15.00 
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Community Group Contact Details 

Great Wilbraham Common Rights                 Steve Bartlett 881096 

       stephen.bartlett@mindworks.ltd.uk 

Great Wilbraham Guild of Change Ringers   Clare George - 01223 835646 

Great Wilbraham Primary School        Office: 880408 

Great Wilbraham Oil Syndicate         Chris Gurney 

       chris.gurney@tylers.net 

Little Wilbraham Oil Syndicate         Sue Lee, lwoilgroup@gmail.com 

GW Primary School PTFA Helen Barry, 

barryhelen78@gmail.com  
Six Mile Bottom Sports & Social Club        G. Wood, geoffwdy@aol.com 

Volunteer Group          Pat Simpson pas49@cam.ac.uk  

Weenie Warblers Mother & Toddler Group   Sarah Fordham, 880698 

Wilbrahams’ Bridge Club         Di Raikes, 881065 

Wibrahams’ Community Choir         Gill Humphrey 811436 

Wilbraham’ Gardening Club         Jackie Beadsmoore, 880889 

Wilbrahams’ Memorial Hall         Shirley Morley, 880723 

Wilbrahams’ Scrabble          The Harmers, 880934 

Wilbrahams’ Sports Club         Roddy Tippen 880728 

Wilbrahams’ Warbler Editors 

John Torode John Bramwell Martin A. Gienke  

7 High Street 83 High Street Iceni Cottage, 46 Church St 
Little Wilbraham Little Wilbraham Great Wilbraham 

Cambridge   Cambridge Cambridge 
CB21 5JY CB21 5JY CB21 5JQ 

01223 812059 01223 812426 01223 882426 

07886103132   

Deadline for the Spring edition of the Warbler is 

Monday 11 February 2019 
Email contributions or adverts to; 

bramwell@globalnet.co.uk 

martin@gienke.net  

johnboy_torode@hotmail.com> 

Hand-written or typed contributions can be handed in or posted to the editors. 

mailto:stephen.bartlett@mindworks.ltd.uk
mailto:chris.gurney@tylers.net
mailto:lwoilgroup@gmail.com
mailto:barryhelen78@gmail.com
mailto:geoffwdy@aol.com
mailto:pas49@cam.ac.uk
mailto:bramwell@globalnet.co.uk
mailto:martin@gienke.net
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Bus Service 3 
Stetchworth - Cambridge 

Monday-Friday Saturday 

am pm am pm 

Stetchworth, High Street 07.02 19.15 07.12 19.15 

Dullingham 07.05 19.11 07.15 19.11 

Six Mile Bottom, London Road 07.14 19.03 07.24 19.03 

Little Wilbraham, Manor Close 07.19 18.57 07.29 18.57 

Great Wilbraham, Carpenters Arms 07.22 18.53 07.32 18.53 

Fulbourn, Six Bells 07.32 18.42 07.42 18.42 

Fulbourn, Bakers Arms 07.39 18.38 07.49 18.38 

Teversham, Ferndale 07.44 18.36 07.54 18.36 

Teversham, Marshall’s Close 07.46 18.34 07.56 18.34 

Cherry Hinton Tesco 07.57 18.28 08.07 18.28 

Cherry Hinton Robin Hood 08.00 18.22 08.10 18.25 

Cherry Hinton Road The Rock 08.07 18.20 08.17 18.20 

Cambridge Rail Station stop 6 08.15 18.15 08.25 18.15 

City Centre St Andrews Street S1 08.25 18.05 08.35 18.05 

Newmarket Road, Napier St 08.32 17.57 08.42 17.57 

Newmarket Road Ditton Walk 08.37 17.52 08.47 17.52 
 

Bus Service 18 

Tuesday & Friday 

Lt. Wilbraham 
to 

Newmarket 

Newmarket 
to 

Lt. Wilbraham 

Little Wilbraham, Manor Close 09.30 14.30 

Great Wilbraham, Church St. 09.35 14.25 

Fulbourn, Six Bells 09.40 14.20 

Fulbourn, Bakers Arms 09.45 14.15 

Teversham, Ferndale 09.47 14.13 

Teversham, Marshall’s Close 09.50 14.10 

Newmarket Road, Park & Ride 09.55 14.05 

Newmarket Road, Park & Ride 10.00 14.00 

Teversham, Marshall’s Close 10.05 13.55 

Teversham, Ferndale 10.08 13.52 

Fulbourn, Bakers Arms 10.10 13.50 

Fulbourn, Six Bells 10.15 13.45 

Great Wilbraham, Church St. 10.20 13.40 

Little Wilbraham, Manor Close 10.25 13.35 

Six Mile Bottom, Tree Tops 10.30 13.30 

Newmarket, Guineas Bus Station 10.45 13.15 
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