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Combined Authority want the public to get behind £100k homes 
 
Residents throughout the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Combined Authority area, of 
which we are part of in the Fen Ditton and Fulbourn Ward are being encouraged to show 
their support for the emerging £100k Homes Scheme.  A new website has been launched 
which explains the scheme and allows the public to register their interest for £100k homes 
when they become available to buy.  The website will also allow those not interested in 
buying a £100k home, but who think this scheme is a good idea, to add their support.  The 
£100k homes will offer an affordable step on the housing ladder for those who live and 
work in Cambridgeshire and Peterborough in direct response to there being a problem with 
affordability of housing in our area.  As parish councillors in the Fen Ditton and Fulbourn 
ward will be aware the area in which we live suffers a lot from the cost of housing.  There 
are currently no £100k homes available, the first are expected later in 2020.  I am sure 
demand will significantly exceed the supply.  The more interest and support from the public, 
the greater the case will be to start delivering £100k homes on the affordable element of 
new housing developments.   
 
The Government is set to officially launch the 100k Homes Scheme at the end of March so I 
think it is important for us in this area to show interest in the scheme given our situation 
and how it could possibly impact residents wanting to buy their first home.  £100k homes 
will mean owners having an increased ability to save compared with the rental market for a 
similar or equivalent property and like owning any home, owners will build equity in the 
property through mortgage re-payments.  Owners will benefit from any house price growth 
which may or may not occur as and when they decide to move on.  £100k homes are 
effectively discounted from their full market value via a legal agreement which remains with 
the property.  The next purchaser of the property would have to be someone that qualifies 
for a £100k home and they would also benefit from the same percentage discount to the 
open market value of the property.  The Combined Authority will work with house builders 
and developers to try and bring forward this scheme.  £100k Homes Scheme will be defined 
under affordable housing in the National Planning Policy so importantly would count 
towards affordable home requirements that may come with planning permissions.  Below I 
have copied a statement from the Mayor James Palmer on why he will be pushing this 
scheme forward and have given you the link to the website to look at this scheme in more 
detail.   
 
“This is a ground-breaking scheme which looks to help the huge numbers of working people 
who are finding home ownership out of reach. 
“A 100%-owned home for £100,000 offers the ideal combination of achievable deposit and 
affordable mortgage payments, so we expect demand to be significant. 

“These homes can be delivered everywhere, including in East Cambridgeshire and Fenland as 
well as our cities of Cambridge and Peterborough. At £100,000, they offer affordable home 
ownership to a broad base of working people, no matter where they live. 



“People in Cambridgeshire and Peterborough can make a huge difference as we make the 
case locally and nationally for £100K Homes. If we can show a groundswell of local demand 
and support, it will mean we can turbocharge the whole scheme. 

“I encourage everyone to visit the website, find out more, and back this truly innovative, 
locally-driven scheme.” 
 

www.100khomes.co.uk  
 
 
VE Day commemorations 
 
At the last Full Council meeting in February, the Conservative group raised the issue of 
preparations for VE day on Friday 8th May.  I believe it is important that both the Council and 
local communities have the means to commemorate the 75th anniversary of Victory in 
Europe Day given the sacrifice, courage and determination of people at home and abroad 
who gave their lives during World War 2. 
 
I am pleased that the Council will be opening its Community Chest Grant Scheme to 
applications of up to £1000 to mark the 75th anniversary.  Voluntary and community groups 
(not parish councils) will be able to apply to SCDC for one off costs of projects that leave a 
legacy such as plaques, memorials, commemorative benches etc.  These groups have up 
until the 15th March to apply if they want the money up front to complete the project or if 
they are happy to receive the funds after VE Day, applications can be made up until the 7th 
May.  Please see the SCDC website for more details.   
 
East – West Rail Announcement 
 
Following the welcome announcement last week from Grant Shapps (the Transport 
Secretary), the East-West rail will take a Northern route via Cambourne.  You will remember 
that in previous reports I had highlighted the consultation to parish councillors and 
indicated that my preferred route would be the one that has now been selected via 
Cambourne hence me welcoming this announcement.  The next step will be to consider the 
precise location of the station in Cambourne and the onward route that the line will take 
into Cambridge.  The Transport Secretary has indicated that he will work closely with the 
South Cambridgeshire MP (Anthony Browne), Councils, stakeholders and the local 
community when considering matters relating to this next phase.  
 
Have your say on the CAM 
 
I had indicated in a previous report that I would give parish councillors an indication of 
when the consultation would start on the Cambridgeshire Autonomous Metro (CAM) 
network.  This will run from the 21st February to the 3rd April.  The consultation period will 
also include six public exhibitions where members of the CAM project team will take 
questions and discuss the project.  The consultation literature materials will also be 
available for you to view at six locations across Cambridge and online.  Feedback forms will 
also be available to complete at all events.   

http://www.100khomes.co.uk/


 
It has long been my opinion as you will have gathered from previous reports that Cambridge 
needs a world class transport system and I believe the CAM could be the key to cleaner, 
smarter, more accessible public transport which will future-proof transport in Cambridge for 
generations to come so please take part in the consultation so that we get this right for 
future generations.  Feedback from the Mayor’s public consultation will inform the outline 
business case for CAM which will be finalised later in 2020.  I have below copied a statement 
from the Mayor and the web page so that you as parish councillors and residents can take 
part.   
 
“The CAM network will fill a historic transport gap - connecting rural communities with the 
centre of Cambridge, with employment hubs on the city fringe, with the region’s growth 
hotspots, and with the city’s railway stations linking to London and beyond. 

“CAM will reinvent global public transportation, will tackle an age-old transport problem 
with a mass transit system that will transform the day-to-day lives of people across 
Cambridgeshire with fast and reliable travel, designed to sustain social activity and 
economic growth. By reducing reliance on private cars, CAM will cut congestion and tackle 
air quality, improving our environment for generations to come,”  

www.cam.consultationonline.co.uk  

First electric buses go live in Cambridge 

I was really pleased to see the Greater Cambridge Partnership (GCP) working with 
Stagecoach to introduce two electric buses into their fleet.  The GCP has provided around 
£400,000 to help Stagecoach introduce these vehicles into service.  With councils across this 
area having targets to reduce carbon and become carbon neutral by 2050, this is a welcome 
step in the right direction.  Route 6 has been chosen because it only requires 2 vehicles to 
service it and the vehicles can travel 160 miles on a single charge which this route will 
accommodate.  This will mean that City Centre residents and those in Girton and Oakington 
will have the opportunity to travel cleaner and greener on their daily commutes.  The new 
zero emission buses are not only helping to reduce emissions but will improve air quality 
and will enhance passenger experience due to smoother and quieter journeys.   

Michelle Hargreaves, Stagecoach East Managing Director said the following: “Over the years 
we have steadily reduced the environmental impact of our diesel buses and now 32% of the 
fleet have the most efficient Euro 6 engines.” 

“The addition of the electric vehicles is a further step forward in our attempts to keep 
emissions to a minimum. 

“As a company committed to doing the right thing for our planet and our communities, 
Stagecoach is leading the way in the transition to a cleaner public transport future.” 

 

http://www.cam.consultationonline.co.uk/


New taxi licensing policy adopted 

As a member of the Licensing Committee I was pleased to see the new taxi licensing policy 
approved at Full Council.  Having discussed this in previous reports I will not go into too 
much detail but would like once again to highlight the benefits of this new policy.   

CCTV will need to be installed in all vehicles as standard, to provide a consistent 
safeguarding approach.  As a councillor that has sat on a number of appeal cases where 
evidence is very difficult to obtain I hope this will protect both passengers and drivers when 
using taxis.  A number of changes have been approved that will ensure taxis are greener, 
supporting the Council’s commitment to become a net-zero carbon district before 2050.  

They key points to highlight from the new policy are:  

•  From 31 March 2021, CCTV will be a mandatory requirement for all Hackney 
Carriage and Private Hire Vehicles without exception. 

•  From 1 December 2021, new licences will only be granted to taxis that are ultra-low 
or zero emission. 

•  From 1 December 2021, licences will not be granted for taxis older than nine years. 
•  From 1 December 2028, renewed licences will only be granted to taxis that are 

ultra-low or zero emission.  

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for taking the time to read my report; if you have any questions or want to 
discuss any of the issues raised email me on graham.cone@councillor.online or ring 
07595 361 285 (please leave a voicemail if I am unavailable) 

         Councillor Graham Cone 

mailto:graham.cone@councillor.online


 


