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Public Service Contact Details 

Emergency Police, Fire or Ambulance     999 

Community Support Officer PCSO Julie Hajredini 101 ext. 7113441 
 

The Surgery, Bottisham 

Mon-Fri: 08:30 am to 6.00 pm 

Enquiries/Appointments :  810030 

 

Fulbourn Health Centre 

Mon-Fri: 08:30 am to 6.00 pm 

Enquiries/Appointments :  880216 

Out-of-hours / Urgent Care 

Cambridgeshire 
NHS Direct                        111 

  
 

Anglican Church Rev Alice Goodman 880337 

Lay Minister: Steve Mashford, 882163 

Baptist Church  

www.re-new.me.uk  

info@re-new.me.uk 

Peter Wells, 812388, 

pandawells@cheerful.com   

Rev Keith Morrison, 813055 

Rev Alan Brand, 812558 

Great Wilbraham Parish Council 

Chairman Stephen Bartlett  881096       

chairGW@wilbrahams.co.uk 

Clerk Natalie Mulvey   07887813702 

clerkGW@wilbrahams.co.uk 

Little Wilbraham & Six Mile Bottom Parish Council 

Chairman Dave Humphrey 07775 764 988 

chairLW@wilbrahams.co.uk 

Clerk Hayley Livermore 07725080631 

clerkLW@wilbrahams.co.uk 
 

County Councillor John Williams 01223 880940 

john.williams@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 

District Councillors Claire Daunton 07852 552839 

chgd.libdem@gmail.com 

Graham Cone 07595361285 

grahamcone@aol.com 

John Williams 01223 880940 

john.williams@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 

MP Lucy Frazer lucy.frazer.mp@parliament.uk 

Front and Back cover photos by Chris Fell 

Other photos by Chris Fell, Martin Gienke, Cambridge News & contributors 

Printed by Burwell Community Print Centre 

http://www.re-new.me.uk/
mailto:info@re-new.me.uk
mailto:pandawells@cheerful.com
mailto:chairGW@wilbrahams.co.uk
mailto:chgd.libdem@gmail.com
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Editorial 

Welcome to your Award-winning Autumn edition of the Warbler.   Yes, again we 

have won another award.   A Bronze in The Cambridge Building Society 

Community Magazine Award for Low Frequency Magazines. 

Talking of awards, Martha Cunningham, of 50 High Street, Little Wilbraham, was 

nominated for and went on to win the Liam Fairhurst ‘Most Courageous Child’ 

award.   Read all about her achievements in this edition. 

You could almost argue that this is also the Wilbrahams’ climate change edition. 

We have got two articles on the subject, one from Emma Adams looks at how we 

could reduce our carbon emissions.   The other, by Chris Fell, looks at the impact 

on the environment, citing butterflies and spiders.   The cover photo shows the 

Painted Lady butterfly. 

Carrying on the theme of awards and butterflies, Elaine Allison, a resident of the 

Wilbrahams, took part in the 2019 Royal Horticultural Society - Botanical Art and 

Photography Show.   Elaine’s series of six paintings was based around a 

theme “Host Food Plants of Australian Butterflies” and featured exquisite images 

of plants and butterflies.   The school gained theActivemark gold award. 

In this edition we also have the results of the Summer’s Village Flower and 

Vegetable and Produce Show.   Our untold stories article is about Rosie White, 

who for those of you who don’t know, is the organiser of the event.   She moved 

into Great Wilbraham 25 years ago and very soon after found herself not only 

helping but actually organising the event. 

Chris Gurney talks about cycling and the need for a cycle route from Fulbourn 

through to Bottisham via the Wilbraham’s.   The way he puts the case across is 

compelling.   It is not just lycra clad cyclists but people on shopper bikes, others 

with panniers who cycle at risk to themselves every time they get on a bicycle to 

cycle to work or go shopping or just cycling for the pleasure of it.   With the 

minimal bus services from and to the Wilbraham’s I think we need to get better 

access not only for the cyclists but walkers and runners as well.   LW councilor 

Rob McCubbin is to attend the next Great Wilbraham Parish Council meeting for 

discussions. 

Roddie Tippin pays tribute to the Cricket team’s revival and their winning ways 

but also mentions the fact that better availability has been another positive factor, 

so much so that that some have not been getting to play most weeks.   So, what’s 

the answer?   Well, there have been the inevitable calls for the revival of the 

second XI, which appears unsustainable. 

Another bit of good news is that the Little Wilbraham Feast is back after over 100 

years.   Take a look at the wraparound photo we have put on the inside cover. 

Well done to the team who put the event together. 

John Torode, joint editor 
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Playtime 

We now have new equipment at Little Wilbraham playground 

There’s a slide, swings, climbing frame 

and a roundabout where you can have a spin round 

How lucky the children are today to have such a splendid place to play 

A lot of adults remember it as an orchard full of apple trees 

Trees they used to climb having many scraped knees 

The boys used to make camps, spending many hours in them 

Calling them at meal times I’d find them hiding in a den 

Two of the fathers took push mowers up  

to cut an area of grass so they could play ball games 

Now we have a huge grass cutter even cuts it in the pouring rain 

I hope the children in the village appreciate the hard work that has been done 

I trust they will have many happy hours of fun 

Greta Rees 

Letters 
Dear Editors 

I think the park is really good and it’s pretty fun.  I also think it’s a really good 

place to hang out, with friends and a good place to meet people as well.  I’m 

really looking forward to the new park equipment. 

Frankie, Church Street, Gt Wilbraham  

Little Wilbraham Fete 

Unfortunately, for various reasons, the Fete has been cancelled for this year. 

Why not get involved to ensure the return of this popular and traditional event 

next year? 

 

Carpenters Arms 

Rick and Heather have confirmed that contracts have been signed for the sale 

of the Carpenters Arms and completion is expected in early September. 

Rick and Heather have been there for ten years. 

 

Little Wilbraham Allotment 

There is an allotment available in Little Wilbraham. 
If you are interested please contact the Little Wilbraham Parish Clerk: 

Hayley Livermore 07725080631: clerkLW@wilbrahams.co.uk 
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Martha Cunningham - Most Courageous Child  

Every year the Cambridge News and Cambridgeshire Live hosts 

the Community and Education Awards.  This year nominees and 

their families met at Wolfson College on July 18th to celebrate 

the county’s unsung heroes.  

Martha Cunningham, of 50 High Street, Little Wilbraham, was 

nominated for and went on to win the Liam Fairhurst ‘Most 

Courageous Child’ award.   She has cerebral palsy, poorly-

controlled epilepsy and is blind, in addition to which she has undergone numerous 

operations in her 14 years to date.   Meg Wilding (second from left in photo) 

nominated Martha for the award and used to visit 

her as a Homestart helper pre-school.   Meg would 

take her out to various places for an hour or two 

each week to give me a break.   Last year, Meg 

also received an award of ‘Lifetime Achievement’ 

for 30 years voluntary service with Homestart - no 

mean feat!   Subsequently Meg has kept in touch 

with our family and wanted to see Martha recognised for her cheerfulness and 

bravery in spite of her limitations and challenges. 

As Martha’s mum (centre in photo) I know it must be difficult to understand what 

life is like to be a parent of a child with such profound disabilities.   My husband 

Alex and I feel that it is a privilege and an honour to be Martha’s parents and we 

learn from her every day.   She teaches us how to deal with life and bounces back 

from her various seizures and operations with a ready smile, certainly far more 

quickly than we can!   It’s not easy, but then again, it’s not easy to be a parent of a 

child without additional needs... I guess the difference is that milestones, such as 

sitting up, walking and talking, have been largely absent from Martha’s life, so 

this award is a milestone which brings us particular joy and delight, just as she 

does. 

Photos of ceremony and inside front cover courtesy of Cambridge Evening News  

With many thanks to Chris Fell who helped me to get this article started. 

Karen Redman  

 

Robin Johnson 21st March 1927 – 11th August 2019 

Robin Johnson passed away peacefully in her sleep on 11th August.   She served 

as Chairman (addressed as Madam Chairman) of the Great Wilbraham Parish 

Council for many years and also as Councillor on South Cambs District Council 

as an Independent (truly independent of any party affiliation).  

Our condolences to her two sons Mark and Ian. 
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Experienced tutor: 
Fully qualified former primary school        
teacher and home educator based in 
Little Wilbraham 
  Expertise in:  
       Primary  
       Key Stage 3: Maths, English, 
                               History & Geography 
        Study skills & revision techniques 

For information and to arrange a free 
meeting/consultation contact: 

Anne-Marie McCubbin BA(Hons) PGCE 
 email: 
info@wingstoflyeducation.co.uk  
 tel:       01223 811939 

 

 

Carpet Cleaning & 
Stone Floor, Upholstery, Rugs 
A few points that make us stand out, 

 

Rothwell’s has been in business since 

1993 
We’re an honest local family firm. 

Our large truck mounted machines mean 
more cleaning & drying power 
for the best results possible. 

Members of both the NCCA and TACCA. 
We will move the furniture. 

100% satisfaction or it’s FREE. 
 

Call Oliver and Max Campbell for expert 
help today. 

01223 832 928 
www.Rothwells.biz 

 

Dave “Sooty” Sadler 

Professional Chimney Sweep 
Service Established 1980 

All Types of Chimneys Swept 
Brush and Vac 

Approved User of the Rodtech 
UK Ltd Power Sweeping 

System 
Public Liability Insurance 

Certificates Issued 
Covering All Areas 

For the Most Prompt & Reliable 
Service 

Contact me: 
Tel: 01638 552573 

MOB: 07783912234 
Email sootysad@hotmail.com 

Or Book via my website 
www.sootysad.co.uk 

mailto:sootysad@hotmail.com
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Untold  Stories : Rosie White 

Rosie White is known to many as the organiser of the annual Vegetable, Flower 

and Produce Show for the past 21 years.   I asked her about this first, before we 

turned to just some of her untold stories. 

We moved to the village 25 years ago.   

Shirley Morley was running the Show then 

with help from her family and Bette 

Armstrong (who ran it for many years 

previously).   After a couple of years taking 

part, I volunteered to help.   Little did I 

know that I would land up running the 

whole thing.   Early on the morning of the 

1998 Show, Shirley’s Mother arrived on 

the doorstep saying that Shirley was in 

hospital and handed over the Show 

paraphernalia - what a nightmare!   I hadn’t 

much of a clue how the Show ran so just 

had to get on with it.   In a panic, I phoned a friend, Janice Jones, the then Vicar’s 

wife and pleaded with her to come and help.   At the time there were less entries, 

maybe around 60, so between us we muddled through the day. Shirley didn’t want 

to run the show anymore, so I took it on as it would have been a shame if it 

packed up. 

So that first year you ran it, how many classes would there have been? 

Maybe around 50.   This year we had 84 classes and a record 680 entries, so it has 

definitely grown and is going from strength to strength.   In 2005 we were thrilled 

to have had 400 entries!    Soon after I took over the Show, Bryan Hyde-Smith 

suggested that we should have a gardening club in the village so that the members 

could help with the Show.   I put a notice in The Warbler inviting anyone 

interested to come to our house one winter’s night and the room was full.   The 

gardening club was set up that evening.   But when it came to the next show, it 

was assumed that all the proceeds from the show would go to the gardening club. 

I said No: this is a village event, the proceeds have always gone to the upkeep of 

the hall. I was afraid that if it became a gardening club show, that would exclude 

lots of people.   It is one thing in the villages that people from right across the 

board all enter.   So, back to square one and I continued to rope in friends to help. 

However, the gardening club is a great addition to the village and nowadays many 

members help with the Show. 

How many cups have been donated? 

Seven, very generously, some in memory of keen Show supporters.   The original 

ones were fairly general, so these have enabled us to award prizes for more 
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specific classes.   The section that has really expanded is photography. Chris Fell 

took us from paper prints to digital images, and we had more than 100 entries.  

How else can we measure the expansion?   How does the budget now compare 

with then? 

In the first year we were glad to make a profit.   This year we made £1,060.  

People are very generous with donating their entries of produce and craftwork 

into the auction and over the years we have been very fortunate to have had 

wonderful water-colours donated by Vic Franklin.   This year it made £200, 

which is massive.   People donate generously to the raffle, and the teas are very 

popular – we made about £180 just on the teas this year.   It has become quite a 

social event. 

It has indeed.   How do you see the future of the Show? 

For the time being I am happy to carry on. 

I am very relieved, and I am sure our readers will be very relieved, to know that. 

We look forward to celebrating your 25th anniversary in due course.   Let’s go 

now to the untold story of Rosie.   Where did you grow up? 

During the war my father was a bomber pilot and my 

mother was a nurse.   After the war my parents left 

London and bought a field in the New Forest.   They 

lived in a shed while they had a house built.   Then we 

three children came along: I was the youngest.   My 

father had studied horticulture at Wye College and my 

parents started a market garden.   This expanded; my 

father was one of the first to do Pick Your Own 

strawberries. 

I had an idyllic childhood.   We were miles from 

anywhere.   We caught minnows in the local stream:  I 

fell in once or twice.   We entertained ourselves.  My 

mother was very anti-television. She thought people 

should be social and talk, not sit and be entertained.   My grandmother moved in 

when I was about 13, and she had a set.   I used to rush home from school and 

watch Crossroads and other programmes.   I spent a lot of time with both my 

grandmothers, 

Was that where the idea of nursing came from? 

No, the inspiration came from my mother.   For my 5th birthday, she made a 

nurse’s dress out of her stripey Middlesex Hospital uniform complete with apron 

and cape and I was given a toy doctor’s kit by my Grandma so that was it.   At 

Christmas I would examine everyone with my little stethoscope.   I always 

wanted to be a nurse from then on. I am still nursing and have been for 46 years 

mainly working in the community around here as a District Nurse, Practice Nurse 

and more recently as a diabetes specialist nurse. 



11 

 

Full time? 

Until I had my daughter, Emily, then part time as I wanted to be with her.   But 

part-time in the NHS tends to mean full-time. 

About five years ago I gave up my “proper” job because I was up and down to 

Hampshire a lot looking after my mother.   My sister lives next door to her, but 

she needed breaks.   One year it took up my entire annual leave, so we had no 

time for a family holiday. 

Let me get this straight.   You work as a diabetes nurse.   You have a family.   You 

had for a long time until her recent death a mother ailing in Hampshire.   And 

you run the Produce Show as well? 

That’s the easy bit.   Until recently Emily was doing a PhD in atmospheric 

chemistry in Bristol.   We went to her graduation there just a couple of weeks ago. 

I was travelling up and down to Bristol – there was work to do on her flat – and 

then on to Hampshire.   I worked one or two days a week and fitted the travelling 

round that. I feel sorry for Rob (Rosie’s husband) because I have been away such 

a lot 

How many hours a week are you doing as a nurse? 

Nine hours on Wednesdays at a medical practice in Cambridge.  They asked me 

to train two of their doctors in diabetes and I ended up doing one of their clinics.  

I also teach monthly a one-day course at Sawston for people diagnosed with type 

2 diabetes. 

How did you meet Rob? 

I was a cardiac research nurse at the Radcliffe Infirmary in Oxford where I did my 

training.   Rob was at Oxford doing a DPhil.   We met at a party.   He was going 

off to Basel in Switzerland to do a post-doc.   It seemed impossible for me to get a 

job there, but the professor I worked for had a contact.   I was analysing 24-hour 

ECG tapes which was new at the time, and it turned out that they needed me – so 

I was in.   We left Oxford in a VW Beetle with a huge trunk on top; I did all the 

driving.   It took us three days to get to Basel.   We arrived ten minutes before my 

interview.   We lived there for three years and I mastered Swiss German. 

We came back to Cambridge (we had hoped to go back to Oxford – you’d better 

not put that bit in!) as Rob had a post–doc position with the Medical Research 

Council.    We bought a Victorian semi in Victoria Park in Cambridge for £34,500 

and set to renovating that. 

I did a spell researching cholesterol at Addenbrookes, which meant visiting local 

surgeries.   Then I became pregnant with Emily and gave that up. Bottisham 

Surgery asked me if I would like to do some practice nurse work for them on a 

very part-time basis.   We moved here when Emily was three so that was 

convenient.   I was there for 14 years. 
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How do you see your future?   I cannot imagine you retiring. 

My life is going to change.   My mother recently died and I shall not be zipping 

down to Hampshire once the house (where I was born) is sorted.   I have been 

going every week since March this year.   So that will be lots of time. 

What will you do with it? 

The house and garden are groaning for attention.   Rob does the grass and the 

hedges, but I like to do the flowers.   I used to sing in a choir but had to give that 

up. 

Another activity?!? What choir did you sing in? 

We Are Sound.   We performed in several places, but most notably in the Round 

Church at Cambridge.   We sang in the dark around the audience – it was very 

atmospheric. 

When did you give this up?  

Last September. 

Up to then, you were commuting to Hampshire and Bristol, working, running the 

Produce Show, and doing this as well? 

We had a pony too.   He needed looking after when Emily was at University.    He 

died five years ago.   It was quite full-on. 

I see you also have a few chickens. 

Yes.   One had been merrily laying eggs for three years and then started crowing, 

grew a comb, and stopped laying.   This is one genuinely trans chicken. 

Rosie, thank you for sharing so much with us, and for all you do for the villages. 

Thank you John.    It has been a pleasure.   I would also just like to thank 

everyone who helps with the Show and who supports it. 

John Tanburn 

 

Anyone for Table Tennis? 

The Table Tennis Club is now about 18 months 

old and it is time to remind everyone of its 

existence.   Please come along if you fancy a 

game, everyone is welcome.   We meet 

every Wednesday evening (except September 

25th) at the village hall at 7.30pm and play until 

9.30pm unless we are thirsty before then.   The 

fee is £2.50 per person.   We have three tables so as many as twelve players can 

be occupied at any one time and our average is 10 players per session.   There is 

no signing on fee so just turn up and join in. 

Tony Goryn 
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Parish Council News Great Wilbraham Parish 

Parish Councillor vacancies 

Come and contribute to the life and development of Great Wilbraham? 

The Parish Council currently has two vacancies - would you like to join us to help 

determine our village’s response to our rapidly changing world.   While Parish 

Councillors require energy and dedication to local affairs, the task would only 

require a few hours of your time.   The Parish Council is the voice of the village 

concerning local government, the police and its views are sought on all issues 

affecting residents such as the Local Plan, environmental issues, planning 

applications, traffic management and attention to the regular tasks of village 

maintenance.   

The Parish Council consists of seven members and main meetings are generally 

every two months, with a few additional meetings as needed.   Free training is 

available. 

The Council are keen to fill the vacancies as soon as possible.   If you would like 

to learn more about the role please contact the Clerk, Natalie Mulvey, 

clerkGW@wilbrahams.co.uk or any Councillor.  To apply you will need to 

complete an application form and submit this along with a statement of why you 

wish to be a Parish Councillor and any relevant skills and interests you possess.   

Let’s S.C.R.A.P. Fly-tipping 

Fly-tipping is the illegal disposal of waste.   It can be anything from a bag of 

waste to a truckload.   We all have seen abandoned items in the countryside and 

unfortunately Great Wilbraham has recently suffered from this activity.  

Around two thirds of fly-tips come from households, so it is crucially important 

that you understand your Duty of Care to avoid £400 fixed penalty notice or an 

unlimited fine.  To help deal with fly-tipping incidents efficiently, please report 

them to either: - By phone: 03450 450 063 or 

Online: www.scambs.gov.uk/environment/envirocrime/  

If you witness fly-tipping, call 999 to report crime in action.   Please do not put 

yourself in harms way. 

When reporting fly-tipping, please note as many details as possible 

-              the exact location 

-              the size of the fly-tip 

-              the type of waste dumped 

-              the date and time you spotted or witnessed the fly-tip 

-              photos of the fly-tip and fly-tippers if you have witnessed it 

-              the vehicle registration number and details 

-              the description of people involved 

-              the direction they were travelling 

mailto:clerkGW@wilbrahams.co.uk
http://www.scambs.gov.uk/environment/envirocrime/
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Overgrown hedges 

The Parish Council often receives complaints about overgrown hedges 

obstructing pavements and public footpaths around the village.   These 

obstructions can be a real hazard to the partially sighted and users of wheelchairs, 

prams and pushchairs. 

Please can all residents in Great Wilbraham check their hedges and other shrubs 

to make sure that they are not over-grown.   If your hedge is, please take the time 

to cut back any sections, which do cause obstructions for pedestrians, or visual 

impediments to drivers and/or road signs.  

Should village grass be well manicured or left to grow wild? 

At the Annual Parish Meeting in April the Parish Council raised the question on 

whether the grass cutting should present the village in a well-manicured fashion 

or areas should be allowed to grow wild.   The debate continues, if you have any 

views on this matter please send them to clerkGW@wilbrahams.co.uk 

Community Support 

The Parish Council is always keen to support community activity in the village 

and is most grateful to anyone who has done things to foster community cohesion 

in the past year.   

Great Wilbraham Parish Council has money available to be awarded in grants to 

organisations for projects that will be of benefit to the residents of the Parish.   If 

you are a part of a community group or project and feel you have a funding need, 

please look at the policy, which can be found on the www.wilbrahams.co.uk site 

to see if you meet the criteria to apply for a grant from the Parish Council.   If you 

have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact the Parish Clerk. 

Next Council Meeting 

The next scheduled full council meeting will be held on Thursday 19th September 

at Wilbrahams’ Memorial Hall at 7.30pm.   All residents are welcome to attend. 

Please check the Parish website for regular updates - www.wilbrahams.co.uk 

Natalie Mulvey, Clerk 

Scrabble Afternoons 

Yes, we are still playing fortnightly at the Wilbrahams' Memorial Hall, and are 

pleased to have a new player join us recently.   Dates when we are playing are on 

the notice board at the Hall.    Please check with us before coming for the first 

time as occasionally we have to change dates.   If you would like more 

information contact us on 01223 880934  or email stepmar.233@btinternet.com.   

Our first meeting in September will be on the 11th, when we will meet at 2.30 pm 

instead of the usual 2 p.m., due to a prior commitment.  £2 to cover hall and 

tea.   May see you there? 

Marilyn and Stephen Harmer 

mailto:clerkGW@wilbrahams.co.uk
http://www.wilbrahams.co.uk/
mailto:stepmar.233@btinternet.com
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Wilbrahams’ Youth Group 

The mental health of young people is a national priority.   The Well-brahams 

Mental Health and Well-being Group decided that we should make young people 

our priority too.   Earlier this year, five members of our group sought to reinstate 

the local Youth Group and it has been a huge success, with around 25 children 

attending each session. 

We offer a range of activities so there is something 

to suit everyone who comes.  The children can tell 

you more about it.   Megan Chapman says, “I like 

going to Youth Group to hang out with friends and 

do fun activities.   My favourite activity so far was 

slime making!”  Nathan Fordham commented, 

“There’s not much else for us to do in the village 

so Youth Group is great. Every time, there’s 

something different, like dodgeball or Kurling or 

making oobleck and we even made our own 

harmonicas.”  Ethan Morgan added, “I like coming 

to Youth Group because the games and activities 

are fun, and I get to see my friends.   I liked 

making slime – that was great fun!” 

We aim to establish a Youth Council so the children can have a “voice” and be 

more involved in decisions and activities within the villages.   It will be really 

good for boosting confidence and self-esteem and help them feel valued members 

of our community. 

Youth Group is open to local children who are in school year 6 and above.    For 

more information please email wilbrahamsyouth@outlook.com 

Joy Bray 

 

The Wilbrahams’ Photographic Group 

The Group has been rather dormant recently following my recent operation which 

slowed me down somewhat!    I was delighted to see the many entries for the 

Flower & Produce Show Photographic section which is reported elsewhere in the 

Show report from Rosie White.    We will be resuming on September 24th at 

7:30pm when we will have the Judge at the summer show, Ian Wilson, as our 

guest.    Ian will be talking about your photographs and why he preferred some to 

others.   Last year this was a very constructive evening enjoyed by all who came. 

All of our meetings are very informal and open to all.    Please support this 

evening. 

Chris Fell 

mailto:wilbrahamsyouth@outlook.com


16 

 

 



17 

 

 

Angle End, Gt Wilbraham                       
www.hall.gtwilbraham.net 

What a difference 6 months can make!   If I look back at my report from the 

Spring edition, we really were in a sorry state when it came to fund raising for the 

much needed new play area.   And now, we have the first phase complete, just in 

time for it to be enjoyed during the summer holidays.   What a fantastic situation! 

I have had some great feedback about  it (not least from my daughter!) and so I 

hope everyone is enjoying it - please do let us know.   It will not be long until the 

next and final phase will be installed in September. 

With the design and choice of equipment 

we have tried to cater for the broadest set of 

people within the community, from toddlers 

to older children and even adults are catered 

for with the exercise equipment in the 

corner nearest the Memorial Hall.   The 

next phase will include a larger tower for 

older children, a spinning swing carousel and a basketball goal. 

And so to the thanks to all those who have been involved.   Thanks go to Andrew 

Wright, Tony Goryn and Andy Martin who cleared away the old structures and 

Mick Powell and Chris Northfield for sprucing up the old swings (which I think 

look fantastic!).   Sarah Fordham not only helped with the clearing away of the 

old structures, but has also been incredibly helpful with getting feedback on the 

plans, making the right equipment choices and of course fundraising via her book.  

I think the biggest thanks, however, must go to Emma Adams.   Emma is an 

absolute stalwart of the Memorial Hall, being pivotal in the design, fundraising 

and construction of the new building, as well as its ongoing maintenance.   She is 

also the driving force of the team who organise so many wonderful events which 

are fun for us all, whilst importantly raising a significant amount for our projects. 

And this project was no different, with Emma doing all the grant applications, 

managing the design and play area plans, sorting the planning permission and 

chasing the supplier.   Emma’s commitment to the Memorial Hall and village is 

incredible, and so a huge thank you on behalf of us all! 

The work of the Memorial Hall committee does not stop with the successful 

completion of this project!   We still need to fundraise and organise for our future 

projects, which include: replacing the external wooden doors which have warped 

and can be really hard to open and close; replacing the fencing around the play 

area; creating the covered link between the Memorial Hall and Social Club to 

http://www.hall.gtwilbraham.net/
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name a few.   So the fundraising events will continue, for which we are thankful 

for your continued support. 

Speaking of which, since my last report we had the always brilliant Flower & 

Produce Show, which raised over £1,000 (thank you Rosie), and fast approaching 

there is the Food & Craft Fair on 29th September. 

Edd Brunner, Chair of the Memorial Hall Committee, 

edwardbrunner@gmail.com 

PROGRAMME OF EVENTS FOR 2019 

Saturday 21st Sept 8pm Country & Western ‘Jeff Gallant Duo’ 

Saturday  28th Sept 7pm Film Club: ‘Hidden Figures’ 

Sunday  29th Sept 12-4pm Autumn Food & Craft Fair 

Saturday 12th Oct 8pm Country & Western ‘Dave Bryan 

Friday  18th Oct 7pm Film Club: tbc 

Friday 25th Oct 7.30pm Quiz / Bingo tbc 

Saturday 16th Nov 8pm Country & Western ‘Johnny & Lynette’ 

Friday 22nd Nov 7pm Film Club: The Dressmaker 

Saturday 14th Dec 3pm Children’s Xmas party,  

  5pm Followed by singalong carols & social 

Saturday 28th Dec 7pm Fim Club: Salmon Fishing in the Yemen 

Film club titles and other events will be added during the year. 

More detailed publicity will be issued in time for each event, including ticket 

prices / sales.  If you have any suggestions for 2020 please let the Memorial Hall 

Committee know. Our thanks to the many people who help organise / donate / 

wash up etc.  If you would like to volunteer for future events, please email 

mail@emma-adams.co.uk  New volunteers welcome to our next EVENTS TEAM 

meeting, usually in October to arrange the next year’s events. 

 

AUTUMN FOOD & CRAFT FAIR 
SUNDAY 29TH SEPTEMBER 2019 
Summer fruit glut? Cake baker? Crafter? 

We would welcome any home-made jams / 

chutneys / bakes / sweets/ crafts for our  

‘Hand Made in the Wilbrahams’ stall.  

If you can contribute, please email  

mail@emma-adams.co.uk / tel. 881609 

We have sticky labels in this design to use for 

jars etc.  Last year’s total was £500! 

 

Handmade 
 

in The Wilbrahams 
 

mailto:edwardbrunner@gmail.com
mailto:mail@emma-adams.co.uk
mailto:mail@emma-adams.co.uk
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Bottisham Medical Practice Patients’ Group 

News about the shortage of GPs and staffing in some practices emphasises how 

fortunate we are with our practice here.   Nevertheless, our doctors still welcome 

any suggestions to make things better for their patients, which is where our 

Patient Group comes in, illustrated by the recent automation of the entrance doors 

as we had requested. 

Appointments:  All the ‘in-advance GP appointments’ also the ‘minor illness 

appointments for Nurse Practitioner Welch’ are now available on-line.   The 

Practice has to meet a set target for these.   Patients can register to use this 

service.   You will still be able to book on the day and other appointments through 

reception.  

Extended Hours: The new early morning appointments on Mondays and 

Tuesdays have been fully booked.   These are only bookable on-line in advance 

and the phone line will not be open until 8.30am.   There are now a further 50 

appointments per week. 

Dispensary: The dispensary is also opening early to cover these two days. 

Tombola and Red Bucket: Despite the inclement weather our stall at the 

Bottisham Village Fete together with the Red Bucket raised a further £121.30 

towards our funds saving to buy extra equipment for the surgery.   Our thanks to 

all who contributed. 

Missed Appointments:  There are still too many missed appointments, which 

could have been given to another patient needing one.   This also costs the NHS 

money so please cancel with reception if you are not going to attend.   You can 

arrange with reception to have a text reminder sent to you if this would help. 

Repeat Prescriptions: Please allow 2 full working days between ordering and 

collection.   This also applies when you request repeat prescriptions on-line, 

although currently the computer does not recognise non-working days when 

giving you your collection date, so please be aware of this. 

Osteoporosis:  The Royal Osteoporosis Society has launched a new set of on-line 

exercise videos and guides.   The guide includes information on how exercise 

helps with osteoporosis and bone health, answers common questions, and 

provides exercises to promote bone and muscle strength.  

Walks for Health:  The next walks with our accredited walk leader Steve Gilson 

start at 11.00 am from the surgery car park on 13 and 25 September, 4 October, 8 

and 20 November 2019.   Do join Steve for a walk he would be delighted to see 

you.  Walks from Anglesey Abbey continue on Thursdays at 10am from the 

reception area. 

Next meeting will be Thursday 26 September 2019 at 6.30pm at the surgery.  

Bottisham Patients’ Group 
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        Our professionally trained teachers bring their knowledge and 

inspiration with them into the studio every week! 

     www.coloursof dance.com 0122337782268 
First Steps (Combined class for ages 3-5) 3.45pm-4.15pm 

Pre-Primary in Dance 4.15pm-4.45pm 
Primary in Dance 4.45pm-5.30pm 

Grade 1 Ballet 5.30pm-6.15pm 
 

 

Cat Sitter Home Visits 

Allowing your feline friend to remain in the comfort of his/her own home while you are 
away is very important to cats.  Territory is crucial and being removed from that territory 
can be extremely stressful.  We offer a service tailored to the individual needs of your 
cat which includes the following:- 

❖ 30 minute visits to your house 
❖ Lots of affection and play 

❖ Basic grooming and medication as required 
❖ Feeding, litter tray cleaning, care of the home 

❖ Run by Sarah with > 30 years pet ownership experience and > 10 years 
healthcare experience (human plus veterinary) 

❖ All the team are dedicated feline fanatics, CRB-checked and insured 
❖ Tel:  07900 213245 

❖ E-mail:  info@fulbournfelines.co.uk 
Web:  www.fulbournfelines.co.uk 

 
 

http://www.coloursof/
http://www.coloursof/
mailto:info@fulbournfelines.co.uk
http://www.fulbournfelines.co.uk/
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Great Wilbraham CE (VC) 

Primary School 
Headteacher: Mr Richard Brown BEd (Hons) NPQH 

Great Wilbraham C of E Primary School, Church Street, Great Wilbraham, 

Cambridge, CB21 5JQ, 01223 880408 

The Key Stage 2 performance of Hoodwinked at the beginning of July was 

superb; there was some fantastic singing and performing.   Well done to the 

children.   Some of the solos and comedic roles were superb – watch out for some 

of our children in the West End! 

The school has had a successful year both with results and awards achieved.   

This term we have been successful in achieving the Primary Science Quality 

Mark (PSQM) Gilt award after a huge input into science which I expect to be 

sustainable into next year.   I feel that the teaching and learning of science has 

improved over the year and the children have benefited.   

In addition, we heard recently that the school has been awarded, for the first time, 

the Activemark GOLD award.   We have always achieved Silver but to gain Gold 

this year is testament to the efforts to improve our PE and School Sport – well 

done and thank you!   But it doesn’t end there, we have plans for an all weather 

mile a day track to be installed on the school field next year. 

On the last Monday of term most of the 

school were out on two brilliant trips.   KS1 

had a wonderful day out at Mountfitchet 

Castle and Toy Museum.   The children had 

a great time learning about castles and 

trying on some of the armour!   KS2 had an 

inspiring trip to the Houses of Parliament 

and Downing Street.   They learnt about 

democracy, British Values, met our local 

MP Lucy Frazer and went inside both the 

House of Lords and House of Commons.  

Having their picture taken outside 10 

Downing Street capped off a wonderful day.  

Thank you to all the adults who went on 

both trips, but particularly to those who 

organise and ensure the children have a 

great time; these trips take up a lot of 

preparation. 

I also attended Parliament recently, this time by invite from our MP Lucy Frazer 

with ten other headteachers (ranging from Sixth Form colleges to primary 
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schools) to discuss school funding with Nick Gibb.   There is a spending review 

coming up and it will be interesting to see if there will be any change in our 

circumstances after putting forward the case for Cambridgeshire schools.   There 

is also a visit from Lucy Frazer planned in August at the Memorial Hall should 

you wish to ask her anything. 

As I am writing we see the end of the primary school journey for our year six 

pupils.   To have seen how much they have advanced since I first met them nearly 

four years ago is fantastic.   Any child who has joined the year group has 

contributed well and we all wish them every success as they move on to their 

respective secondary schools.   Good luck! 

I last wrote before the summer fair and would like to thank everybody for their 

help in making it such a successful event.   There was a huge amount going on 

and I thought the gymnastic displays were brilliant entertainment and the 

challenges on the field went down really well.   Well done to all the PTFA, 

everyone worked so hard in the heat and it was a fantastic event. 

The second Piece of Cake 10k was held in the morning and huge thanks to Ian 

Cumming in organising the very successful event (and cake) which also raised a 

lot of money for the school.   We would like to make this event bigger next year, 

any help people could offer in marshalling or being part of a committee would be 

welcomed.   In September we will start preparing for Piece of Cake 2020 (2020 

sounds very futuristic but is only a few months away!) and any help would be 

appreciated – contact pieceofcake10k@gmail.com 

I am pleased to note that our school staff remain consistent next year and we have 

a positive, hard working and dedicated team who are having such a positive 

impact upon the children’s learning.  The school is nothing without the pupils and 

it must be said that behaviour of the pupils is exceptional; this allows teachers to 

get the most out of the children and let them progress as well as possible.   

Lastly, I wish you a great summer and thank you for your continued support. 

Richard Brown, Headteacher 

 

  

Wilbraham Boiler Services 
Plumbing and Heating 

Gas and Oil Servicing and Breakdown 
Boiler Replacements – Landlord Certificates 

General Plumber and Heating 
30 years experience – No jobs too Small 

Mark Taylor 
Call Now : 01223 812024 or 07906 691726 
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A View from the Garden 

As the summer heat begins to fade, morning mist and dew bring welcome 

moisture.   Hopefully the garden can finally breathe a sigh of relief from the 

relentless hot dry conditions that have epitomised this year.   Since early spring 

the ground has been desperately thirsty, but we only seem to get passing showers 

or spells of rain that wet the surface and keep the shallow-rooted plants alive.  

The weeds and grasses grow, but deeper down, established plant root systems 

must be scouring the underground world for every drop of liquid.   It’s a testing 

time, and there will be inevitable casualties as the water-table continues to drop 

away. 

It’s an ill-wind as they say, and the beneficiaries have 

been insects and the knock-on effect up the food chain.   

The air has been thick with a myriad of bugs, beetles and 

butterflies bringing an extra dimension of colour to the 

insect-attracting flowers and an abundance of food for 

many of our wild birds.   Just a few yards from our back 

door the swifts were successful in raising their brood, and 

across in the churchyard the flycatchers have gone for a 

second hatch.   They will be well on their way to Africa by now, but there is also 

a healthy population of small birds that are resident and its good idea to leave 

some of the seed-heads on plants as ongoing food supply.   In the flower border 

Chrysanthemums, Dahlias, Michaelmas daisies and Asters will be producing a 

kaleidoscope of colour, and with a low evening sun the effect intensifies.  

I won’t say much about the vegetables, except that it’s been a challenge that’s 

tested my watering capabilities.   However, if you’ve managed to keep them 

going this far, keep on watering runner beans and courgettes to encourage more 

cropping.   Remove lower leaves from tomato plants to expose the ripening fruit, 

particularly if they’re casting shade or show signs of mildew.   Where the ground 

is cleared from harvesting crops, keep the hoe going to maintain a weed-free spot 

for the next crop in the rotation.   Dig plenty of compost or well-rotted manure 

into the ground in October.   The ground will be really hungry after a long dry 

period.   Sweet peppers grown in the greenhouse or polytunnel should be 

producing their second flush.   Support the stems to avoid breakage when they get 

heavier.   With good frost protection you can harvest peppers to the end of 

November.   

If you want to try your hand, cuttings of hardy perennials taken with a heel and 

pressed firmly into moist soil should root to produce fresh plants next spring.   It’s 

also a good time for pelargoniums, penstemons and calceolarias.   They will make 

sturdy plants with a good root system before the winter. 

Nigel Start 
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84, Angle End, Gt Wilbraham, CB215JG 

01223 811844 : www.chapel.dental 

Claire Jackman BDS & Associates 

NHS, DENPLAN & PRIVATE TREATMENTS 
With special interests in Implants and Orthodontics 

Monday         09.00-17.00 
Tuesday         09.00-19.00 
Wednesday    09.00-17.00 
Thursday        09.00-19.00 
Friday             09.00-17.00 
Saturday         09.30-15.00 

New Patients Always Welcome 

                      
Fully approved Electrical Contractor 

All Work Certificated in Accordance with NICEIC 

Free no obligation quotations 

All aspects of electrical work undertaken such as re-wires, Electrical 

condition Reports, maintenance calls, New build Installations, Industrial and 

Commercial Installations 

However small you may consider your job it will be treated with the same 

attention to detail as every one of our jobs. 

Your Local Electrician 
Unit 24 Hall Barn Road Industrial Estate, Hall Barn Road, Isleham, 

Cambridgeshire, CB7 5RJ 

Contact us on; 01638 781567 / enquiries@jandjdrake.co.uk 

 

http://www.chapel.dental/
mailto:enquiries@jandjdrake.co.uk
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Little Wilbraham & Six Mile Bottom Parish Council 

The activities of the Parish Council  2020 

are reported elsewhere in the   Thursday 23rd January 

Warbler.   Here are the dates for   Thursday 12th March 

future meetings.     Thursday 14th May 

2019      Thursday 23rd July 

Thursday 12th September   Thursday 24th September 

Thursday 14th November   Thursday 12th November 

 

The Feast - Welcome Back! 

 It is 1915 the first Thursday after 

midsummer, the war had been going for 

just under a year.   St John’s Church 

Green, Little Wilbraham is alive with 

bunting strung between the trees on a 

bright sunny day.   Ladies in long 

flowing skirts, large hats and white 

gloves.   Gentlemen in suits, starched 

shirts with stiff wing collars and polished 

shoes or in drab khaki green uniforms, gators and hobnail boots, children weaving 

in and out of the chequered picnic rugs scattered across the freshly cut green 

grass, climbing trees and playing hide and seek behind the flint walls.   In the 

corner under the large sycamore tree, a canvas tent with a scrubbed pine 

table.   On one corner a large wooden beer barrel with a wooden tap next to a 

ginger beer keg and a glazed flagon of scrumptious cider.   A fish and potato pie, 

thinly buttered bread with jam, a few iced buns and jam tarts and a bowl of blush 

pink plums and juicy blackberries picked fresh that morning.   In a large glass jar 

and only for the children, colourful hard-boiled sweets, humbugs, peppermints 

and pear drops. This was a real feast as rationing had just been introduced.  

Jump forward 104 years to June 22nd 2019.   The 

Recreation Ground, Little Wilbraham, bunting strung 

between the trees on a bright sunny day.   Ladies in 

skirts, shorts, sandals and sunglasses, gentlemen in 

flip flops and short sleeves.   Babies in prams and 

slings or lying on rugs and children running through 

the trees, hopping on the new basket swing, weaving 

in and out of the climbing frame, Martha on the 

roundabout.   Egg and spoon races, badminton and boule.   In one corner a nylon 

tent with awning and a wooden table.   On the table a cardboard box of beer with 
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a plastic tap and clear plastic bottles of fizzy lemonade and orange drink.   At the 

other end a stainless steel flask with hot water for tea or coffee.  Under an 

adjacent awning three wooden tables with colourful tablecloths laden with  

flapjacks, brownies, quiches, sausage rolls, donuts and iced buns.  A chicken 

salad, oatcakes with prawn and fish paste, olives and bread rolls. 

Welcome back the Little Wilbraham “Feast”.  A different time, place and 

generation, but the same simple family fun. 

Alan Cody 

 

A Playground and a Path 

Twenty four people, seven wheelbarrows, one 

JCB (with driver) seven tons of dirt, eighteen 

tons of road base, thirteen tons of self-binding 

gravel, multiple blisters and a lot of fun.  

That’s what it takes to build a path.   Eighty 

square metres of path does not sound that bad 

but moving earth and compacting crushed rock takes a lot of effort so it was 

fantastic to see so many people turn out to help.   Moving the dirt to the mound 

has resulted in a new ski slope and one of the higher points in Cambridgeshire. 

Thanks also go to Elaine and Juliet for the delicious food and drinks served on the 

day and to Gill and Karen for providing the water to damp the dust, Cathy for 

representing Great Wilbraham and George for tackling the jungle of brambles and 

lost trees.  Last but not least to Nigel for providing the compacter that only Guy 

could finesse with one hand while drinking tea with the other.  It brought a bit of 

class to the workforce.   A special thanks goes to David from Hawks Mill Farms 

for his time and his loader which really broke the back of 

shifting some stubborn roots and moving the path 

material.   

With a 10am start by 5pm the path had been dug, laid and 

compacted and was ready for access.   By 10pm, after a trip 

to the Hole in the Wall, it was an even better day. 

Thank you to all who turned up and look out for the next 

community project.   By then blisters should have healed, 

muscles repaired but the fun memories still fresh. 

The LWSMB Parish Council  

27A : dance round (4)  15A : off you go! (3,4) 

16D : argument in the team? (6) 

9A : a cherry is all of a quiver (7) 

18D : this equipment can make minced steaks (6) 
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Wilbraham River Water Levels Down 

East Anglia is experiencing its fourth driest year since 1910 

and The Wilbraham River Protection Society (WRPS) is 

very concerned about water levels in the river.   The water 

table is so low that there has been no natural feed from the 

spring at the Temple for some time and water flow is being 

maintained by compensation water pumped from 

Environment Agency bore holes.   An important role of the 

Society is to make sure that East Anglia continues to support 

the river and the wild life and fauna that depends on it. 

Anyone wanting to know more about the river’s history and geology may be 

interested in obtaining a copy of the book published by WRPS founder member, 

the late Dr Desmond Hawkins of Little Wilbraham - The Drainage of Wilbraham, 

Fulbourn and Teversham Fens.  Copies available for £5.00 through Rebeca 

Lomas, WRPS Secretary, bex@drcr.info or Tel: 01223 811 189 or Mob: 07718 

899 471.   

Keen walkers may also like a copy of a booklet “A Walking Guide to the 

Fulbourn Area” which covers Fulbourn Fen and Little Wilbraham River.  

Available from Twelve shop in Fulbourn. 

The Society’s AGM is booked for Thursday November 14th - 7:30pm in The 

Memorial Hall.  The speaker is Stephen Tomkins, Emeritus Fellow, and formerly 

Director of Studies for Biological Sciences at Homerton College.   The meeting is 

open to all who care about our local environment. 

Jackie Beadsmoore 

 

Wilbrahams’ Play Reading Group 

The first session of the newly formed Wilbrahams’ Play Reading Group was held 

on July 17th at Trish Davis’ House.   The chosen play was the old favourite, The 

Importance of being Earnest, by Oscar Wilde.   Reading out loud definitely gave 

members the opportunity to channel their inner Lady Bracknell, an immortal 

character from Wilde’s play, but all parts in this very witty drama were great fun 

to read.   The meetings will be held bi-monthly, and the next meeting will be on 

Thursday September 19th.   The chosen play for September is The Birthday Party 

by Harold Pinter, and the reading will be held at Mary Painter’s home, Bramble 

Cottage, 24 High St, Gt Wilbraham at 2.30pm. 

November’s Reading on Thurs Nov 21 confirmed soon will be a play by Anton 

Chekhov. 

If you are interested in joining the group, please contact Trish Davis 

trishbdavis@hotmail.com 

mailto:bex@drcr.info
mailto:trishbdavis@hotmail.com


28 

 

 



29 

 

The Sun Shines on  
St Nicholas Trust Open Gardens Day 

Sandwiched between two days of awful weather the 

morning of Sunday 9th June dawned with sunshine and 

warm winds for the Open Gardens Day organised by 

and in support of The St. Nicholas Great Wilbraham 

Trust. 

Six very different 

gardens were open 

featuring a 

wildflower meadow, 

a modern small 

walled garden and three cottage gardens.   The 

star of the day was a rare chance to visit the 

wonderful grounds and gardens of Wilbraham 

Temple where Mr Wright and his family and 

friends kindly hosted visitors and showed them the different aspects of The 

Temple gardens. 

Our thanks also to Graham and Helen Clarke, 

Pat Simpson, Peter and Birgitta Lawrence, Paul 

and Sue Lambton and Pam and Tony Ryan for 

their hospitality and preparation of their gardens 

to look so splendid on the day. 

We were pleased that the day was attended by 

190 people from The Wilbrahams and around 

and were happy to welcome some new faces to 

the village with their children.   The sale of 

tickets, teas and cakes and the plant sale raised a sum of £1,420 to help with the 

never-ending task of maintaining our beautiful historic Grade 2 listed church 

building. 

The Trust works closely with The Parochial 

Church Council to fund maintenance, repair and 

improvement costs.   We are currently contributing 

£10,000 to the refurbishing of the external walls of 

The North Transept and have contributed £4,500 to 

the cost of the recent internal repairs and 

decorations. 

Our Church Building is in good repair and we can 

all be proud of this essential feature of our village life and heritage.   Thank you 

for your support and we hope you will continue to look kindly towards us. 
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A date for culture vultures! 

The Trust is planning “A Fun Gala Opera Evening “on Friday 8th November at 

The Memorial Hall with a performance of La  Boheme featuring the DVD of 

Pavarotti and The NY Opera Company.   More details nearer the date. 

Tony Ryan on behalf of The Trustees. 

 

Yet Another Award for the Warbler 

Your community Magazine, The Wilbrahams’ Warbler, has done it again and has 

won yet another award.    At the Cambridge Building Society Community 

Magazine Awards we took bronze in the Low Frequency category (for magazines 

with nine or less issues a year).    This is the third year in a row that we have won 

awards in this competition.    Other categories included high-frequency 

magazines, best charity and best college publications with special awards for best 

front page, best editorial and best photo.   

One of the joint editors, Martin Gienke, accepted the 

award at an awards dinner at the Arthur Rank 

Hospice which was a very attractive glass sculpture 

and £50.   The judges commented about the Warbler 

“Attractive, eye-catching covers.    Informative 

content with a good number of local adverts”.   

Speaking afterwards two of the judges praised the 

publication and pointed out two items, the crossword 

and Untold Stories, as innovative and very attractive. 

30 editors and publishers from the local Cambridgeshire community attended and  

celebrated the work of independent groups, charities and colleges who provide 

their local community with interesting and relevant news.    The magazines were 

judged on editorial excellence, relevance of community content, use of imagery 

and overall presentation.     Andy Lucas, Chief Operating Officer at The 

Cambridge Building Society, the sponsors of the event over the past 20 years, 

oversaw the evening’s proceedings.    Andy said, “It’s been a fantastic evening for 

printed publications in our communities.    The assortment of magazine styles is 

great to see and tonight has been a wonderful way to celebrate all the hard work 

put in by everybody.  

Martin Gienke 

Editors’ note:  We were very pleased to receive this recognition which reflects the 

wealth of talent within our villages.    Our thanks go to all who contribute articles, 

letters and photos to the Warbler, all those who deliver the magazine, and all the 

advertisers who support the publication.    All of you make it possible for the 

Warbler to be ‘award winning’. 
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Climate and Weather Changes,  
and their effects on invertebrates 

Wasp spiders 

This summer I have photographed a new species to 

me, the Wasp Spider.   Some readers may find her 

unpleasant, but I think that she is very beautiful.  

Arachnophobes stop here! 

The Wasp spider was probably introduced to England 

with its eggs travelling on a load of hay, and it was 

first reported on the south coast in the 1920s.   For 

many years there were a few known colonies, all in 

the southern counties, but recently they have been 

moving north and this year a new colony has 

appeared at Lark Rise Farm Nature Reserve in 

Barton.   This change is probably due to climate change. 

The female spider is quite large – the body length is up to 2 cm long and overall 

(including legs) it can reach 4.5 cm.   Its body has dramatic black, white and 

yellow stripes and even has striped legs.  The male is much less flamboyant being 

small and pale brown.   The female weaves a large orb web on grasses and nettles; 

the specimens which I have seen have all been amongst brambles.  The web has a 

wide white zig-zag pattern (the stabilimentum) which runs down the middle of the 

web – the exact purpose of this is unclear, but it certainly makes the webs easier 

to find. 

Mating is a dangerous game for the males.  He waits on the edge of the web until 

the female has moulted into her mature form. He will then rush in to mate with 

her whilst her jaws are still soft.  Many males still get eaten by the females at this 

time. 

Painted Ladies 

Many people will have seen the Painted Lady 

butterfly in their gardens this summer: 

This is a species which relies on weather rather than 

climate to be successful in the UK. Each spring these 

butterflies set out from North Africa on what is 

probably the longest insect migration known to us.   

They will, in a good year, get as far north as the 

Arctic Circle a 9000 mile round trip.  The Painted 

Lady is the only butterfly recorded in Iceland.   As it travels North it will breed on 

the way and successive generations will continue North.   To reach the UK it is 

important that the conditions are right at each breeding point on the way.   It was 

thought until recently that the Painted Ladies simply died at the end of the 
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summer rather than migrating south.   A recent research project has shown that 

they do, indeed, migrate south, but at such an altitude as to be unobserved.   Radar 

tracking has shown that they fly south at over 500 metres altitude at speeds of 

over 30 mph. 

Because of the need for suitable breeding conditions at each stopping point across 

Europe, the number reaching the UK varies enormously, but it is recognised that 

there are bumper years and 2019 is one of those.   At the end of March 2019 it 

was estimated that a billion individuals were observed in Israel.   This has been 

put down to unusually heavy rain in the winter of 2018/19.   The last time that we 

had as many in the UK was 2009 when radar observations at Rothamsted 

Research in Hampshire estimated 11 million coming in at high altitude in the 

spring and 26 million flying south in the autumn 

When the numbers reach saturation point, their food plants will be stripped bare 

and it is this which, it has been suggested, prompts the next generation to travel 

north.    Painted Ladies are found on every continent except Antarctica and South 

America. 

Chris Fell 

The Well-Brahams Mental Health and 
Well Being Group 

Meadow  Painting  on 15th June 2019 

Thank you to all the fourteen adults and children 

who attended this second year of painting 

watercolour wild flowers in Helen’s meadow.  

The session illustrated how calming and 

therapeutic painting can be and was much enjoyed in lovely sunshine. 

FREE forthcoming evening events to be held in the Memorial Hall 

Wednesday 25th September 2019   Do you or someone you care about, suffer 

from Stress or Anxiety?   

Come and hear how Mark Newey, a Therapeutic Coach, with over 20 years’ 

experience, has developed specific programmes to help people overcome these 

debilitating conditions. 

Tuesday 1st October 2019   Frailty Prevention – Ageing with Confidence. 

Matt Taylor from Cambridgeshire Sports Physio and Back Care, will talk about 

healthy movement and address any concerns about your mobility and 

independence, guiding you in what to do in order to maintain healthy function as 

you age. 

More details will follow on the Wilbrahams’ website and posters in the villages. 

Helen Clarke 
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MOT Testing, Servicing & Auto Repairs 

Unit 1, Station Yard, Wilbraham Road 
Fulbourn, Cambridge CB21 5ET 

Tel: (01223) 880747 
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Wilbrahams Raise over £1500 for  
The Children’s Society 

We have raised £1565.43 pounds in our villages for the 

Children’s Society in 2018/2019. I would like to thank all of you who have boxes 

in your homes as these together with the coffee morning raised £696.16 - no mean 

effort! 

Unfortunately, we lost five box holders this year due to people moving away from 

the area but luckily, we have recruited three more to replace them.   Are there any 

more people out there wanting to improve the lives of deprived children and to 

make up or exceed the previous number of box holders? 

Singing is certainly rewarding in view of the £182.69 collected at St Vigor’s carol 

service and the £216.58 made by carol singers in the Wilbrahams.   Thank you to 

all who sang lustily, played the accordion, shook boxes, knocked on doors and 

generally kept me calm in that awful moment when you think no one will turn up! 

Cheryl was there to welcome us on our return to the Social Club and to give us a 

welcome drink donated by the Social Club. Thank you.   

The bridge tea in the afternoon of 7th June raised £460.00.   This was held in the 

Memorial Hall where Weenie Warblers had made a real effort to leave the hall 

pristine for the occasion - thank you.   Many fantastic cakes and sandwiches were 

also kindly donated.   A special mention must go to Jenny Upton who came and 

helped out with serving teas as well as making a delicious sponge cake – a 

successful and enjoyable afternoon, judging by the number of thankyou emails 

and cards I received.  

 I was invited to an afternoon tea 

party for supporters and volunteers 

for the Society in Chelmsford, hosted 

by the Bishop of Chelmsford.   I was 

able to hear about some of the work 

of the Society and in particular its 

work in communities to help try to 

reduce knife crime, and to meet and swap ideas with other co-ordinators - all 

inspiring and useful.   I am now hoping as a result of these contacts to be able to 

invite a speaker from the Society to our next coffee morning. 

The Children’s Society helped 11,031 children last year and their lobbying for 

policy changes is set to help half a million children.   If you wish to see what the 

money we have raised is used for go to the website; 

https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/ 

Di Raikes  raikswilb@btinternet.com  

 

 

https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/
mailto:raikswilb@btinternet.com
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The Wilbrahams’ Bridge Club 

Since last writing this article for The Warbler 

we have grown in numbers and the club now 

has twenty-nine members with an average of 

three playing tables and occasionally four per 

session.   It is always enjoyable when we have 

a good turn out as this adds to the feel-good 

factor of the occasion.   I look forward to 

having the problem of all members turning up 

and there are not enough tables for everyone! 

Members enjoy their play in this relaxed 

atmosphere where they are able to play without 

worrying about whether they are playing and 

calling perfectly but improving their game at 

the same time. 

1st, 3rd, 5th Wednesday, every month, 7.30pm 

Do come and join us whether you have a partner or not.   We will be only too 

happy to make you welcome.   We do have bidding crib sheets to help you with 

your bidding.   Two hours of light-hearted escapism playing bridge. 

Di Raikes   raikswil@btinternet.com 

 

 

mailto:raikswil@btinternet.com
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Village Praise. 

We have been thrilled over the past year to meet together at our Village 
Praise gatherings with friends from all of our local churches, from churches 
further afield, and friends with no particular church connection; and we are 
excited as we anticipate the year ahead.  Some of you are now ‘regulars’ at 
Village Praise, and we look forward to making more friends in the coming 
year!   Everyone is welcome, whether you are a regular church goer or not  
...  Come and see what it’s all about! 

Our next Village Praise will be on Sunday 6th October from 5.30pm to 6.30pm 
with refreshments afterwards if you wish to stay and chat.  We are looking 
forward to meeting this time in St. James’ Church in Lode – so please note the 
change of venue. 

This time our theme will be ‘Harvest’, and we invite you to bring donations 
for our local Food Bank, or an offering towards a local charity serving 
vulnerable people in our area. 

Suitable items for the Food Bank are:  Tins – tomatoes; rice pudding.  Jars – 
pasta sauce; jam or other spreads; instant coffee (small).  Ordinary tea bags 
(40s or 80s).  1 litre packs – long life milk; fruit juice.  Sugar – 500gm packs 
preferred (or 1kg).  Cooking oil – 500ml preferred (or 1 litre) 

          
                       Peter Wells 

RENEW Services for September 2019 

Sunday Morning worship is held at Bottisham Primary School  
The services begin at 10.30 am 

Croissants and drinks are available from 10.10 am. 
Everyone is welcome. 

We have activity groups for children and young people 

For more information about any of the activities of RENEW Church please 
contact: 

Rev. Alan Brand on C.812558.  Email: alan.brand@renewchurch.org.uk 
Or visit our website at  www.renewchurch.org.uk 

 
 
 
 
 

13D : playing surface for 18D and cold version of 14A(3) 

14D : rich nag rose to make this sport (11) 

28A ; it lifts the ball up to playing level (3) 

29A : not necessarily the end of the match (4) 

5D : attempt to get 4,5,6 or 7 points (3) 

 

 

 

mailto:alan.brand@renewchurch.org.uk
http://www.renewchurch.org.uk/
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Wilbrahams’ Film Club 

Our villages’ Film Club continues to attract a lot of interest, and we’ve enjoyed a 

good turnout for our latest showings of ‘Mamma Mia, Here We Go Again’, ‘The 

Dish’ and ‘Bohemian Rhapsody’.   Given the extreme weather in July however, 

when Cambridge experienced the highest temperature ever recorded in the UK, 

perhaps we should have been screening ‘Some Like it Hot’ or ‘Cat on a Hot Tin 

Roof’!   That’s an idea…. both are great classic films.   Any other suggestions for 

themes or particular films you’d like to see? And if your club or society would 

like a special screening please let us know. 

As Autumn gradually creeps up on us, our next season opens on Saturday 28th 

September with a great film to continue the theme of Space, and celebrating the 

50th anniversary of the moon landings.   ‘Hidden Figures’ (cert PG) is based on 

the true story of three African-American women known as ‘human computers’ 

who were tasked with calculating the momentous launch into space of astronaut 

John Glenn, the first American to orbit the earth, and to bring him safely home. 

Another fact based and well-regarded film will be screened on Friday 18th 

October.   ‘The Old Man and the Gun’ (cert 12A) stars Robert Redford who 

proves that despite nearly 60 years in the film industry he can still impress.   He 

plays the part of career criminal Forrest Tucker, the ‘pistol-packing grandpa’, 

whose audacious escape from San Quentin jail at the age of 70 and unprecedented 

string of heists confounded authorities and enchanted the public. 

On Friday 22nd November, Kate Winslet stars in “The Dressmaker’ (cert 12A). 

Based on Rosalie Ham's best-selling novel, this is the story of femme fatale Tilly 

Dunnage who returns to her small home town in the Australian country to right 

the wrongs of the past.   This is a stylish drama with comic undertones about love, 

revenge and 'haute couture'! 

As the Film Club’s first anniversary will fall at the beginning of November, we 

aim to celebrate by having a social gathering with drinks and nibbles at some 

point during the evening showing on Friday 18th October.   We hope that as many 

members as possible will be able to join us for what promises to be a great 

evening – more details to follow.  

Don’t forget that if you’d like to continue to enjoy some wonderful films at a 

bargain price, as well as catching up with friends and neighbours, make sure you 

renew your membership.   The price stays the same - £12 for 12 months and 12 

films.   And of course, if you live in the Wilbrahams, Six Mile Bottom, or any of 

their surrounding villages and haven’t yet joined, now is your chance – all are 

welcome! 

http://www.wilbrahams.co.uk/information/wilbrahams-film-club/ 

Julia A’Court 

http://www.wilbrahams.co.uk/information/wilbrahams-film-club/
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Wilbrahams' Gardening Club 

The Wilbrahams’ Gardening Club resumes after its summer break on 16 

September with a talk by Graham Parnwell on “How to construct an interesting 

pond and maintain it”.    Based on personal experience this should be full of 

practical advice. 

The following meeting (21 October) is given by Geoff Hodge, a freelance 

gardening writer and broadcaster.    Many of his books have been published by 

the RHS.   The topic we have chosen is “The 12-month garden – colour all the 

year round”. 

The November meeting (18 November) is on garden design.   Darren Lerigo is a 

professional gardener based in Chelmsford.   His talk is titled “What do I do with 

this space?”. 

There are also other interesting talks arranged for next year.  

As you can see this is a varied programme which we hope will interest existing 

members and also attract new ones 

 

Trish Davis 

Local Botanical Artist Wins Silver Gilt in London 

It is the hottest day on record and London is not the place to be.   Despite the 

weather thirty artists from all over the world, including the USA, New Zealand, 

Japan, Hong Kong and Switzerland, presented nearly 200 works of botanical art 

at the 2019 Royal Horticultural Society - Botanical Art and Photography 

Show.   Held in the historic Lindley Hall, Westminster, this internationally 

acclaimed exhibition showcases the work of invited botanical artists who put 

together a series of world class images based on a theme.   

One of the artists, Elaine Allison is a resident of the 

Wilbrahams.   Elaine’s series of six paintings was based 

around a theme “Host Food Plants of Australian 

Butterflies” and featured exquisite images of plants and 

butterflies ranging from the exotic Bombax tree to a 

native passionfruit.   Painted over a period of three years 

each artwork took between 2 - 3 months to 

complete.   This immense effort was rewarded by the 

RHS judges with a Silver Gilt Medal who assess the work 

based on composition, technical merit, scientific accuracy 

and overall artistic quality.   This is a medal to cherish so well done Elaine and 

congratulations on standing shoulder to shoulder with other professional, 

international botanical artists. 

Alan Cody 
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A Swift Update 

As predicted, swifts were back in our villages in the first week of May and stayed 

until the end of July.   Many of us will have enjoyed their spectacular flying and 

their vocal calls.   The sound is generally called “screaming” but I think that does 

an injustice to swifts – to my mind it is a joyful and very pleasing sound made by 

happy birds. 

It seems that swift numbers were well down on last year, probably because of 

very bad weather on the birds’ journey north from their African winter home.  

Nationally, some watchers saw dramatic falls in the number of nest sites in use 

compared with last year.   Numbers here, however, appear to have held up well.  

All the sites in Great Wilbraham previously known to me were used, including a 

house with pantile roof in High Street where at 

least 8 pairs of swifts nested.   My own swift 

box has not yet attracted residents - maybe 

next year!   Here is a photo of “one I made 

earlier” – i.e. a box on my old house in 

Fulbourn with a baby swift peering out. 

I would welcome more reports of swifts in 

Little Wilbraham, please, but I did see this 

year a large group flying joyously and at little 

more than head height, about halfway down High Street, presumably nesting 

somewhere nearby.   In Six Mile Bottom swifts were again in evidence around 

Brinkley Road and – great news – Dick White Referrals have put up ten swift 

boxes on their buildings and played the recordings of swift calls which are a 

proven means of encouraging the birds.   It may take a year or two – but the swifts 

will come!   If you would like advice about buying, making or siting a swift box, 

please get in touch with me: 882371 or thetooveys@gmail.com. 

As a postscript, several people were present when 

licensed experts came to St Nicholas’ churchyard to 

see and tag the spotted flycatchers which nest there 

and in one or two other places in Great Wilbraham. 

The nest contained two tiny chicks – see photo - 

which have since fledged successfully.   We are so 

lucky to have these wonderful birds – swifts and 

flycatchers and other species – living amongst us! 

Nick Toovey 

1D : contest changes care arrangement (4) 

4D : definitely snookered without this(3) 

19D : on land or in water this sport is out of the loop (4) 

25D : measured amount, with 27A becomes a popular game (4) 

 

 

 

 

mailto:thetooveys@gmail.com
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Wilbrahams’ and Six Mile Bottom  
Vegetable, Fruit and Produce Show 

What a marvellous Show and that is all 

credit to those of you entered, filling 

the tables in the Hall with an 

abundance of flowers, fruit, vegetables, 

produce, handicraft and artwork.  Truly 

a wonderful sight!   There were 680 

entries altogether (up from the 645 last 

year) which kept the ladies ‘on the 

door’ extremely busy with a constant 

stream of people armed with their 

exhibits and a queue trailing outside 

the Hall.   We really appreciate how much time, effort and care it takes to plan 

and prepare your entries and getting them to the Hall in time. 

The school excelled itself again with their fabulous brightly-coloured artwork 

covering the large display boards in the Hall and the beautifully formed and 

decorated shells in the craft room.   Some of the children also grew a nasturtium 

plant from a seed which resulted in a stunning orange and green display. 129 of 

the entries came from the School which is a fantastic contribution - we really 

appreciate their participation and how they cleverly design topics that fit with 

their school curriculum.   First Steps Nursery also always step up to the mark and 

encourage all their ‘littlies’ to create some artwork for the Show which adds fun 

and colour to the display boards.   Thank you to all the Staff at the School and 

Nursery who help make this happen. 

Other classes in the ‘under 12 Section’ were really well supported this year so 

thank you to the Parents who encourage their children to enter!   The table full of 

lego models in particular, was amazing! 

It was great to see the handicraft tables overflowing with incredible creations and 

many more artworks entered this year.   What a huge amount of talent we have in 

our villages! 

Again, we had a massive amount of entries in the Photography Section – not quite 

as many as last year’s 101 but not far off at 85!   All credit and thanks go to Chris 

Fell for organising this section of the Show.   Thanks also go to Hughes in 

Newmarket for very kindly lending us a large screen so that a rolling display of 

the photos could be seen in the afternoon of the Show . . . despite a slight 

technical hitch, it was ‘all alright on the night’ as they say and the photos were 

fabulous!    As last year, the Judge, Ian Wilson has very generously offered to 

meet with Entrants’ to give feedback on their photos.    Chris will advise of the 

date and time via email. 
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The Fruit and Veg. Judge has again 

written a few notes on his 

observations of the Show (please see 

below) one of which was that the 

number of entries was down on last 

year.   I have to say we really missed 

seeing Peter Ludman and his exhibits 

this year and the usual 

competitiveness between him and his 

neighbour Roger Rayner who easily 

won the Stephenson Cup.   We realise 

that you have had a very difficult time 

Peter and our heartfelt condolences go 

to you on the loss of your dear wife, 

Rita.   Hopefully you will join us 

again before long. 

The Flower section Judge was really 

impressed when she arrived to see the 

tables overflowing with such high 

quality blooms.   It was pleasing to see 

how many of you had got your fuchsia 

plant to flourish from that tiny plug 

plant.   It seems a fair few went by the 

wayside when their ‘nuturer’s’ went 

away and left them untended!  

We were down on entries in the 

baking part of the Produce section but 

lots of entries for the two set recipes. 

So, calling all bakers, please let me 

know your favourite recipes and what 

you would like to see in the Schedule 

next year. 

With many congratulations to the 

Winners (see box on the left).   Again, 

it was great to see some new names on 

the prize list and thanks to Ray 

Tilbrook, President of the Hall 

Committee for awarding the trophies. 

I can’t remember cups being shared 

before, especially not 4 ways…the 

engraver is going to be extra busy this 

year!   Just to mention that I generally 

WINNERS 

Vegetables 

Stephenson Cup (Highest Points in 

Vegetable Section: 

Roger Rayner 

Best exhibit: Roger Rayner (French 

beans) 

Fruit 

Les Potter Cup. Highest Points in Fruit 

Section: 

David Thurnham 

Best exhibit: David Thurnham 

(Gooseberries) 

Flowers 

The Brian Fisher Salver. Highest Points 

in the Flower Section: 

Shared by Veronica Atherton, Trish 

Davis, Dru Goryn and Peter Wilson 

Best exhibit: Peter Wilson (Dahlia) 

The Rose Bowl. Specimen rose: 

Joy Haynes 

David Waters Memorial Cup. Best 

fuchsia from plug plant: 

Jeremy Davis 

Produce 

The Social Club Cup. Highest Points in 

Produce Section: 

Emma Adams 

Arts and handicrafts 

2012 Diamond Jubilee Rose Bowl. 

Highest Points in the Handicraft Section: 

Shared by Jacki Grant and Emily Lane 

Photography 

The Doris Franklin Cup. Highest Points 

in the Photography Section: 

Shared by Andrew Evans and Sue 

Lambton 

Under 12's 

Thistle Tankard. Highest Points in the 

Under 12’s Section: 

Jasmine Brasnett 

The Junior Cup. Best exhibit in Under 

12's Section: 

Scott Wilson 
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gather up the cups after the summer to get them engraved and will then deliver 

them back. 

We worked out that about 200 people (including children) came to view the 

exhibits in the afternoon – there was certainly a lot of tea and cake consumed as 

we made £180 on these alone. . ..that’s a lot of washing up!  

The Auction was fun and bidding started off with Vic Franklin’s wonderful 

watercolour of St Nicholas Church ‘under snow’ which he very kindly donated, in 

honour of his Mother, Doris who would have been 100 years old this year.   The 

painting made £200 and we are very grateful to Vic for his amazing generosity 

supplying a painting for the Show for many years.   The auction made £360 in 

total, thanks to the skill of Auctioneer, Nigel Start! 

Many people very kindly donate prizes for the raffle (thank you so much!), which 

made the princely sum of £326. 

Overall the amount raised for the Hall funds along with some very generous 

monetary donations was £1,060, so all in all a great success! 

All there is left to say is an absolutely enormous THANK YOU to the Judges and 

to everyone who helped with the Show in any way and to all of you who came 

along to support it! 

The date of next year’s Show is Saturday, 18th July … please ‘save the date’. . and 

let me know if you have any suggestions! 

Rosie White (rosiewhite77@hotmail.com) Tel: 01223 881293 Mobile:  

07757982934 

Judges’ comments for the Vegetable and Fruit  

From first appearances, the number of entries appeared to be less than previous 

years.   It is hoped that the numbers will pick up for next year as it is good fun for 

those exhibiting and good fun for the judges.   Although there were fewer exhibits 

and in some cases a lack of them, the quality of the produce as shown, was as ever 

very high.   For a judge it is particularly challenging to separate and then award 

the exhibit the places but as always it comes down to the quality, evenness size 

and colour of the item being judged.  

This year the number of quality French or dwarf beans was high so making a 

decision was difficult.   The first prize and best exhibit in the vegetable section 

was to some fantastic examples of French beans.   It was also difficult to 

distinguish between excellent mangetout, peas, cherry tomatoes, bunches of herbs 

and courgettes. 

The gooseberries, which were nicely ripened and large gained first prize and won 

the best exhibit in the Fruit Section.   Also, to note were the three sticks of 

rhubarb that were impressive in terms of size but also the number of entrants. 

I'm off to my own plot now and hope to have a good season and bountiful harvest. 

We hope, as ever, for good conditions for this and next year. 

mailto:rosiewhite77@hotmail.com


47 

 

WI Summer Supper Success 

The Wilbrahams’ WI is starting to gain momentum 

after a few months of trying to drum up interest.   The 

WI closed in the village a few years ago and was 

started again last September, being attended by a 

range of ages and both new and well-established 

residents.   Mostly people have joined to meet new friends and enjoy a variety of 

activities and speakers, from food and culture to history and nature. 

We celebrated the warmer weather with a ‘Summer Supper’, which turned into 

more of a feast thanks to the generous and talented contributions of both our 

members and guests.   The table was groaning with the weight of tantalising tarts 

and new potato salads, followed by a rich chocolate mousse and fresh fruit salad.   

This was all washed down with a few glasses of wine, which rounded off the meal 

beautifully.  

Bemused diners were asked to bring a wrapped unmarked present for our White 

Elephant game, which was then revealed after the main course.   The main gist of 

the game involved either selecting a mystery present or else stealing somebody 

else’s which took your fancy. Scented candles and smellies were mostly left 

alone, whereas the scarf and jams were the most coveted - frequently stolen 

items! 

All in all, we had a lovely outdoor meal, full of laughs and opportunities to get to 

know each other further.   We are always open to guests for a small fee and new 

members receive a reduced pro-rata rate for membership until the end of the year. 

Our September meeting on Tuesday 3rd at 7:30 will be open to everyone (men 

too!) as we are inviting a most prestigious guest to speak, Eva Clarke who is one 

of the few remaining survivors of the Holocaust.    She will speak about her 

incredible story with the opportunity to buy her book at the end.   Cost for non-

members will be £5, to include a glass of wine.   As for the rest of the year, we are 

planning some Christmas crafts, olive tasting and a quiz night.   We are a very 

welcoming group and are always happy to invite new people to show them what 

we do.  

Emily Lane 

 

Coffee at St Nicholas 

In term time on a Wednesday afternoon St. Nicholas' 

church is usually alive with young families from 

Great and Little Wilbraham at 'Wednesday Church', 

but in August, things are a just a little quieter as we 

welcome people to come and share refreshments with 

their neighbours at our Coffee and Chat mornings. 
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Climate Emergency?  

Food for thought / building resilience in the Wilbrahams  

I am writing this the day after the highest ever UK temperature has been recorded 

in Cambridge – a whopping 38.7oC.   Great fun for the kids on the first day of the 

school holiday, but more importantly -  a wake-up call  that ‘Climate Change’ has 

now become a ‘Climate Emergency’ and that we all have a limited amount of 

time to try and turn a gas guzzling / carbon burning economy into a more 

sustainable way of life if we want a future for those kids.   Temperature rises in 

the UK may sound enticing, but with that comes unpredictable weather patterns 

across the world and intense pressure on hotter climates, leading to mass 

migration / wars etc.  

It is easy to get gloomy, but I think we have to start thinking positively as a 

community about what WE can do to build local resilience / change habits where 

we can and make positive contributions to reduce our carbon footprint.   We could 

wait for the government to pull tax levers to encourage electric cars / onshore 

windfarms / increased solar generation / tax air journeys etc, but we are likely to 

be waiting for a long time.   So, here are some personal thoughts about what we 

could do locally.   I welcome other people’s ideas and a broadening of this 

discussion in the Warbler or perhaps a discussion evening in the Hall. 

Transport 

The Wilbrahams are isolated, sited just outside the distance considered worth 

investing in safer cycle paths, and have a pitiful bus service.   At the annual Parish 

Meeting there was a mention of a diy bus service, but that it hadn’t looked viable. 

My thought is that we have many cars making many individual journeys in and 

out of the village, and that by harnessing social media, we could make better use 

of these journeys.   Parents of school age children are used to doubling up and 

arranging lift shares.   Couldn’t some of those commuting to work do the same?   

If we set up a Facebook Community Transport page, villagers could post their 

regular commute and try and pair up with others whose journeys closely match.   

It doesn’t need to be every day, but with easy communication, every share takes 

one car off the road.   We could also use the page to help those who don’t have 

access to a car to go shopping / to the doctors etc, by posting on the day - e.g.” I 

am off to Tesco’s at 2pm, happy to take anyone with me who needs a lift”.    Who 

knows, we may build an even closer community this way as well as reducing our 

carbon footprint (and saving the pennies). . . 

Low carbon heating 

Heating our homes contributes a massive 20% of the UK’s carbon emissions.   As 

an architect I know full well that insulating is the best thing that we can do to 

reduce the amount of heat we need.   Beyond this, individual households can look 

to solar panels to generate electricity or air source heat pumps to heat their houses 
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efficiently without using oil or gas.   However, our neighbours in Swaffham Prior 

are well on their way to becoming a UK pilot village for a Community Heating 

Scheme.   This is planned to be a large capacity ground source heat pump, with 

lpg gas back-up that will pipe hot water to individual homes and will replace all 

of the oil boilers.   This technology is well proven in Scandinavia and I think the 

Wilbrahams should be watching this local development with interest.  

Thinking about what we eat - 25% of global emissions come from food. 

A lifelong meat eater, I have only recently read that reducing the amount of meat 

and dairy in our diets is probably the biggest single thing that we can do as 

individuals to help the planet.   Beef (especially imported beef) has a massive 

environmental impact, whilst other meats, e.g. pork and chicken have 7 times less. 

So, without needing to change our habits dramatically, we could shop and cook 

with more understanding – reducing the number of meat-based meals in the week 

or choosing less impactful meats/ locally reared meat / wild game or even 

following a more plant-based diet.   Because it is something that we do every day, 

the choices that we make add up and have more of an effect anything else we do – 

even more than driving our cars or flying! 

Emissions beyond the UK 

There has been a lot of talk in the news of getting to ‘net zero’ emissions by 2030 

or 2050 - but this is only a measure of UK emissions.   If we buy everything from 

China, we are just exporting our emissions elsewhere.   That doesn’t make sense 

if we are trying to solve a global problem. So, what can we do? 

Consume less (just ask yourself if you need it?) 

Recycle – not just in terms of waste - but making sure something that you have 

bought can be used again by others.   Car boot sales & charity shops- not landfill. 

The Wilbrahams’ Community Facebook page and the village shop noticeboard 

are already working well as a forum to recycle and lend between neighbours. 

This is obviously a personal reflection on where we are and how we might act 

individually and together as a community in the face of massive challenge.   It is 

not a time to judge people’s actions – everyone has to balance their own lives and 

come to a conclusion about what they are comfortable doing.   Hopefully, it is just 

the start of a healthy discussion in these pages or around our villages.  

Emma Adams 

Response from Great Wilbraham Parish Council 

South Cambridgeshire’s community groups can now bid for a share of just over 

£91,000 from a new fund that aims to help the district shift towards a cleaner, 

greener future.   The money is being made available under the District Council’s 

new Zero Carbon Communities grant scheme.   Local groups can bid for cash to 

spend on ambitious projects that reduce carbon emissions and reliance on fossil 
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fuels, spread awareness and promote behaviour change towards low carbon 

lifestyles.  

 Grants between £1,000 and £15,000 are available.   The money comes from 

business rates from renewable energy sites, like solar farms, in South 

Cambridgeshire that the Council retains and earmarks for use in green initiatives 

like this. 

Parish Councils and non-profit groups or organisations that are based in the 

district can apply and details are available 

at www.scambs.gov.uk/zerocarbongrant.   This opportunity will be discussed at 

the next Great Wilbraham Parish Council Meeting on 19th September with a view 

to submitting a bid by the deadline of Thursday 31 October.  Come along and 

contribute to our village’s greener future! 

Steve Bartlett 

Editors’ note:  There are many in the village who have invested in Air Source 

Heat pump energy and solar panels and noticeably the Hall has this greener 

energy.   We have the wind farm and solar farm on our doorstep.   There is a 

transport system for getting people to Bottisham Medical Practice.   The Parish 

Council is investigating the cycle path to Fulbourn.   We can congratulate 

ourselves on some progress and yet, as Emma says, we can’t feel smug and 

complacent.   Thanks to Emma for all her suggestions and we await further 

discussion. 

Stressed and in need of relaxation? 

Come and give Complimentary Therapy a try at……… 

“EQUILIBRIUM” 
Aromatherapy Massage : Reflexology 

Indian Head Massage : Reiki 
Rosemary Marsh MFHT MICHT 

Reiki Master 

3 Waterworks Cottage, Balsham Road 

Fulbourn, Cambridge CB21 5DA 

07981 997061 

By Appointment only : Free Parking 

 

http://www.scambs.gov.uk/zerocarbongrant
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MICHAEL BEAUMONT’S 

BUTCHERS  EST 1965 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

BUTCHERS, FARMER, GREAT ROLL & PIE MAKERS 

WE SELL FREE RANGE, LOCALLY SOURCED MEATS, 

OUR OWN AWARD WINNING SAUSAGES, 

BURGERS, FINE CHEESES AND DAIRY. 

For a tasty range of “just cook” meals, fabulous steaks, 

freshly made free range sausage rolls & scotch eggs. 

………………………………………………………………………………………

Come and see us, great offers always available 

Follow us on Facebook & Twitter for 

“just cook” timings and offers 

………………………………………………………………… 
17 High Street, Fulbourn 

Cambridge CB21 5DH 

Mondays - Fridays : 8.00am – 5.30pm 

Saturdays : 8.00am – 1.00pm 

01223 880955 

EMAIL : info@beaumontsbutchers.com 
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Country Music Dances 

The Country Music Dances in The Wilbrahams Memorial Hall continue to be 

enjoyed by all that support these evenings, and with next year being the 35th year 

of these dances taking place in our Wilbrahams’ Memorial Hall, old/new. This 

year 2019 the month of May brought us the award winning Mr Darren Busby 

from North East Lincolnshire to Great Wilbraham, and what a good evening we 

had with Darren and his nice songs.   It was enjoyed by all, and all went home 

happy having had a great time with this guy. 

This year we had a dance in June, and pleasingly it was a success, and attracted a 

nice number of people.   Our dear friend from Derbyshire Mr Travis Logan gave 

us a super night of Country music as always does when he comes to Great 

Wilbraham.   Nobody wanted the evening to end.   I must say that each dance has 

a raffle with many extra prizes being added each time as people kindly bring a 

prize. 

The Month of July saw Mr Dave Lesley from Kingston Upon Hull come to my 

home village, and a lovely night he gave us too.   A little down on this dance 

owing to holidays etc, but still a nice night we had with Dave Lesley.  

As always thank to those whom contribute to the dances such as photo taking, 

setting up, help during evening and a big thank you to friend Don who makes tea 

and does the raffle helped by our dear friend Joy.   We would be lost without 

them all,  plus all musicians love the Memorial Halls new portable stage. 

Dances coming up, 

Sat Sept 21st Jeff Gallant Duo, Sat Oct 12th Dave Bryan, Sat Nov 16th Jonny & 

Lynnette. 

Derek Fabb 

PTFA raises £3,500 

The PTFA would like to thank the community for 

its help and support with this year's summer fete.   

The Fete and the Piece-of-Cake run together 

managed to raise over £3,500. This is a tremendous 

amount and means that, when combined with our 

other activities, we hit 

our target for the year.   So the fruit, school trips and 

technological upgrades will continue! 

We are already laying plans for the year ahead but, 

for now, thank you sincerely for your continued 

support. 

Eleanor Laws 
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Six Mile Bottom Sports and Social Club  

Latest News: 

Our ladies’ nights topics for the next few months to start at 7.30 pm on the 

dates shown are as follows: 

18th Sept Chocolate demonstration with Glynis Hanlon 

16th Oct Paper decorations with Barbara Redman 

20th Nov  Flowers and wreath making demonstration 

We are holding a Macmillan coffee morning on Sunday morning, 29th September 

at 11 am.   Last year when we held one, we were disappointed with the turn out 

from local people. This is open to everyone in the community, not just Club 

members - Six Mile Bottom and Wilbrahams residents please take note.   So come 

along and support this most worthy cause. There will be stalls (cakes amongst 

them) plus a raffle.   Donations and help on the day would be appreciated. 

This year’s Club trip to Scarborough is from Mon 21st to Fri 25th October.   At 

present we cannot say whether this will affect opening times.   Any changes will 

be shown on the notice board nearer the time. 

In May next year the Club will be celebrating its 75th anniversary. If you have 

any ideas for it please see a committee member. 

Information 

A reminder to everyone that we have a mobile post office here at the Club on a 

Thursday.  

Another reminder to everyone that the Club is available for hire to all Club 

members FREE OF CHARGE for parties, functions etc.   SO PLEASE SPREAD 

THE WORD. Non-members would not be charged but would be asked to make a 

donation to Club funds.   Please see any committee member for further details. 

What’s On 

Saturday 7 September Play Your Cards Right night. 

Saturday 14 September  Come along to Sandra and Brian’s golden wedding 

anniversary celebrations. Karaoke and BBQ.  All members welcome. 

Saturday 21 September  Pete’s sixties music quiz plus food on the night.  

Sunday 29 September  Macmillan Coffee Morning for 11 am start.  

Saturday 5 October Petula’s 60th birthday celebrations.  

Saturday 12 October Chinese Theme night. 

Saturday 19 October  Play Your Cards Right night. 

Saturday 2 November   Halloween Theme night. 

Saturday 9 November   Jen’s quiz night with food. 

Saturday 16 November   Mr and Mrs Quiz night with food.  

Saturday 23 November Fred Scruby charity darts night. All proceeds to go to 

Arthur Rank Hospice. 
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Friday 29 November   AGM. Doors open as usual at 8.00pm for 8.30 start. 

Saturday 30 November Charity Race night. 

Please note our opening times and on-going events: 

Sunday – Club/bar open at midday until 9pm. Bingo with a 7.45pm start. 

Monday – Club is shut. 

Tuesday – Club/bar is shut unless we have a home darts match 

Wednesday – Club/bar is only open for Women’s Friendship Group. 

Thursday – Club is open, but not bar, at 2pm for Post Office. 

Friday and Saturday – Club/bar open at 8pm. 

Geoff Woods 

 

Wilbrahams, Six-Mile-Bottom, Fulbourn  
Over 60s Club 

We meet the last Thursday of the month either in the Wilbrahams’ Memorial Hall 

or we go out on trips. 

Since the last magazine we have had three tea dances which were well attended.  

Also, we had a trip to Southend which was a good day.   It was raining when we 

left Wilbraham, but it cleared up on the way.   When we got to Southend it was 

windy, but the sun was shining.  Some went on the pier and had a ride on the 

train, then coffee at the end of the pier before going back on the train.   They went 

up town for lunch and spent the rest of the time looking around the shops. 

At the end of July we had a talk about ‘Women’s Roles and Achievements in 

Aviation’ by David Taylor. 

For the rest of the year we have on September 26th a charity tea dance for 

Macmillan Cancer Support.   All the money will go to the charity.  There will be a 

tombola and tea and cakes. 

On October 31st we have a lunch trip calling in at a garden centre for coffee in the 

morning. 

November 28th we welcome back Brian Corling who will be giving a talk on 

‘Days of Dolly Blue and 12 Toilet Rolls’ 

We end the year on December 19th with a Christmas Party. 

For more information phone K Precious 01223 880832 or Miss C Fabb 01223 

880813 

Keith Precious 

8A : oddly colour by team (4)  21A ; side, not off or leg (2) 

11D : sent in, changed the match (6) 10D : could be a scam (6) 

22A : a game for an insect (7)  33A : hot events before the final (5) 
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Diagnosis Confirmed 

I know nobody reads my rubbish, but in my previous article “Early Onset 

Optimism”, written back in May after one match, I self-diagnosed on the basis 

that there was an air of enthusiasm for the great game that had sadly been missing 

for a while.   In truth it was partly borne of desperation as the participation levels 

in village cricket continue to decline and some of us want to keep watching it as 

an essential part of village life. 

In that previous article I raved about us winning our first match away at 

Whittlesford, but, bless my cotton socks, we followed that with two more wins 

and, that rare event (I can only remember one in the 28 years I have lived here) a 

tie! A loss was then followed by a further three wins . . . oh happy days.   

However, maybe a touch of complacency has set in, because since then we have 

recorded only one win out of the last five matches.   Unless they reorganise the 

leagues (possible) we are now statistically safe from relegation, but with three 

games to go we are only 11 points behind the second placed team who are in last 

promotion spot.   Of the three games left, one is against a team on the same points 

as us, and the other two are below us in the league…..how exciting!   Having built 

up the tension, I am only too well aware that by the time you get to read this, it 

will probably all be over! 

So where has this Wilbrahams’ Cricket Club revival come from?   Well, firstly 

there is the welcome return of two former players, Ollie Drake, our leading run 

scorer with 469 runs to date, including 2 centuries, and, latterly Joel Gawthrop 

who is a useful all-rounder.    Also, we were fortunate to recruit Ross Craig, who 

has not only scored 215 runs and taken 15 wickets to date, but, having played at a 

much higher level in his more youthful days is incredibly useful to have around, 

especially in those tight competitive moments.   From the existing team Tom 

Sweeney and Charlie Moore continue to score runs and take wickets, and Ronnie 

Cameron continues to bamboozle opposition batsmen with his leg spin.   Sam 

Chairman and Alex Goddard have also taken a few wickets.   Ian Crocombe, 

George Moore, Will Oliver, Sam Coe, Simon Blake and a revived Toby Tippen 

have all scored valuable runs.   Credit too must go to Charlie Moore who has led 

the team with distinction both on and off the pitch, and the ever available Andy 

Goryn, who not only contributes with bat or ball each week, but, with his father, 

tends to the wicket as though it were holy ground (it is!).   Better availability 

generally has been another positive factor, so much so that several of us have not 

been getting to play most weeks . . . leading to the inevitable calls for the revival 

of the second XI, which is an aspiration that sadly remains unsustainable.   Here’s 

hoping glorious victories in our three remaining matches pushes us up into the 

promotion zone. 

Roddy Tippen  Chairman, Wilbrahams’ Sports Club 
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From our District Councillor, Claire Daunton 

As I sat in the Memorial Hall last month, waiting for the Great Wilbraham parish 

council meeting to begin, I rejoiced that the Wilbrahams have such a good 

facility, thanks to the Memorial Trust and many members of the community.   

Last year we marked the 100th Anniversary of the ending of the World War I, the 

anniversary from which the hall takes its name.   This year we have two other 

notable centenaries: the Housing, Town Planning Act and the Sex 

Disqualification (Removal) Act. Both are relevant to local politicians such as 

myself. 

The Housing Act, more commonly known as 

the Addison Act after then-minister for 

health and housing Christopher Addison, 

aimed to build 500,000 homes over three 

years.   It is credited with establishing the 

principle of large-scale, state-funded 

provision of social housing at low rents.   

The Sex Disqualification (Removal) Act, removed the bar on women becoming 

lawyers, and women’s entry into other professions followed on from this. Women 

had been given the vote in 1918 and Nancy Astor became the first woman to sit in 

the House of Commons in 1919. 

Here we are, 100 years later, and the same issues are current: housing 

developments and equal opportunities for women.   Not that the Wilbrahams are 

to be the scene of major housing developments; nor are they places where women 

are not treated equally with men – just the opposite!   Witness the leadership of 

the Wilbrahams Choir, or that of the prime mover behind the hugely popular 

Flower and Produce Show, or the Well-brahams Group, or the Youth Club or the 

Social Club, or… many more. 

Housing has been very much on my mind throughout this year, both as the 

District Council’s ‘scrutiny monitor’ for Housing and as a councillor for a large 

Ward in which there are several major developments either underway or planned. 

These are relevant for the Wilbrahams.   To list them: the two developments on 

either side of the airport (Cherry Hinton side and Fen Ditton side), the 

redevelopment of the Ida Darwin hospital site in Fulbourn, and just possibly the 

Teversham Road site in Fulbourn.   There is no doubt that we need more housing 

in order for the larger area to prosper; and we need more of it to be at social rents 

or in schemes that local people can afford.   A good local example of this is the 

small development on Balsham Road in Fulbourn.   We need houses that take 

account of climate change, are cheap to heat and to keep cool; houses that are 

affordable to live in for the long term, including houses for downsizing.   That’s 

important.   We also need to preserve our villages and places that are green and 
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peaceful and small enough to have both lively and supportive communities.   The 

Wilbrahams are good examples of this.   So, the trick is to allow both new 

developments and older villages to exist alongside each other well and not to 

allow either to be sterile spaces that are resistant to positive change.   How do we 

allow villages to grow slowly and in keeping with their spirit?   This question is 

very much on the mind of my colleagues in the District Council where a new 

Local Plan is being developed and consultations on that Local Plan are already 

under way.   Both of our parish councils are taking part in those consultations and 

it has been a great pleasure to work with both over the past year.   Members of 

staff at the District Council, experts in the field of housing, are delighted to have 

opportunities to talk to parish councillors as indeed they have done here locally. 

We need to have our say on major developments in the area that are likely to 

affect us.   There are opportunities to do that, with many open consultation 

processes. Equally we need to have our say on whether or how we might want our 

own smaller communities to develop so as not to lose out.   I am delighted to be 

able to support the parish councils and others in discussions. 

Claire Daunton 

From Tree to Bell Stay 

I happened to be visiting Little Wilbraham’s recreation ground one day in late 

May when contractors were taking down a very large Ash tree and, what are bell 

stays made from, you’ve guessed, Ash wood.   

In recent years, due to Ash die back, getting 

hold of wood to make new stays is 

becoming more difficult and our local stay 

maker is running out.   So, as you can 

expect, having spoken to the contractors we 

acquired a number of ash logs. 

For those reading this article I guess I 

should explain what a bell stay is and its purpose in a church bell tower.   

Firstly, a bell stay is normally made from Ash wood for its strength and 

flexibility, although new manmade materials 

are now being tested.   A stay is about a metre 

long and 50mm square and tapered to one 

end.   Its purpose is like a safety valve, the 

weak link like an electrical fuse, and it also 

stops a bell completely swinging round and 

round and allows the ringer to park the bell in 

the 'up' position, saving the time and effort of 

lowering and raising the bell again between 

touches. 
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Unfortunately stays break as they are intended to when subject to a very large 

impact.   And if you hit the stay repeatedly it will become fatigued and then need 

rather less force as the 'final straw'.   A stay breaking has happened to me and to 

others in the tower. 

I’m not sure you could describe this event as exciting but it can be quite an 

experience when the bell is free to swing 360 degrees and the rope used to control 

the bell goes haywire – you could say it’s an interesting experience! 

So as stays get broken and replaced we need Ash wood of the right quality to 

make new ones, hence my interest in acquiring the wood being felled at Little 

Wilbraham’s recreation ground. 

The process of turning a piece of tree into bell stay is relatively simple but it has 

to be cut and shaped correctly to fit the specific bell it is going to be used on since 

each bell is different and needs a unique stay. 

We are fortunate to have Brian in Cambridge who has a small workshop in which 

he makes our stays and those for other local church towers.   Firstly, he cuts down 

the wood to roughly the size and shape of a stay.  The actual wood from Little 

Wilbraham’s recreation ground is pictured awaiting further machining.   Then as 

needed he will take the blank and machine it to a finished stay specification 

provided by us.   

Back in the bell tower the new stay is then bolted onto the headstock of the bell 

ready for the next session. 

So if you have a large Ash tree and wood you don’t need let me know.   Paul and 

Julia A’Court have already kindly offered up the wood from an ash to be felled in 

the autumn. 

To finish off, at the time of writing this article, we are dealing with the tower’s 

number three bell which, at the end of Sunday service ringing, sheared its central 

clapper bolt.   This has resulted in the clapper being removed and its assembly 

returned to Taylors the bell manufactures for repair and to manufacture a new 

bolt, hopefully we will be back in action in two weeks. 

Paul Lambton 

 



61 

 

Cycling Safety 

Cambridgeshire villages offering families the best of both worlds; peace, 

tranquillity and community spirit along with close proximity to one of the world’s 

foremost Cities with diverse employment, education and recreation facilities 

abound.   The warmer summer months in particular give an opportunity for 

families and friends to enjoy outdoor recreation together, however at all times of 

year residents should be able to easily access the City and neighbouring villages 

safely and with relative ease.   A perfect combination it could be argued however 

I am probably not alone in feeling a degree of isolation can at present prevail. 

Not everybody wants to walk or run recreationally along countryside paths 

and not everybody drives. 

Through no fault of my own but on medical grounds I do not drive.   I am an 

active runner, recreational cyclist and cycling commuter and have no doubt that I 

am not alone in this situation.   Like many others from the village and working in 

Cambridge I am fortunate enough be a parent of children in both Fulbourn 

Primary and Bottisham secondary schools.   Just as with many teenage and pre-

teenage children ours sometimes seem almost welded to video games (it makes 

me wonder how on earth we survived with only friends to see and trees to climb 

however I digress).   We notice again and again our children talking with locally 

based friends online as they play video games, cycling would not stop this 

however after parent-child “discussions” about leaving computers alone it is clear 

that they would actually like to see friends in neighbouring villages and play real 

as opposed to just electronic football.   When the one driver in the family is away 

from our home the only option is to walk or cycle.   In our case age and ability do 

not prevent children leaving the house alone to visit friends, and distance does not 

prevent them from accessing neighbouring villages to attend school or partake in 

recreational activities.   The lack of safe cycle and walkways does. 

The condition of roads linking Bottisham, The Wilbrahams and Fulbourn is poor 

at best; they are narrow, un-lit, lacking in road markings and peppered with 

potholes.   The absence of a frequent reliable public bus service through the 

villages creates a degree of isolation for children and their parents but the lack of 

safe and suitable cycle and walking pathways does too, and arguably to a much 

greater degree.   On a daily basis I witness numerous cyclists, runners and walkers 

as they navigate these roads encountering fast moving traffic, residual diesel 

grease and potholes with each of these presenting an increasing danger. 

Other villages around the City such as Waterbeach, Cottenham, Comberton, 

Sawston and The Shelfords benefit from clearly lit or “cat-eye” marked paths set 

away from the road allowing safe access for cyclists and pedestrians alike.   Those 

in Bottisham, The Swaffham’s and Burwell all have access via Quy yet in The 

Wilbrahams we seem to be in an isolated pocket surrounded by well-connected 
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villages but lacking this very basic benefit ourselves.   I hear justifications such as 

“the routes would not be utilised to a great enough degree to justify the 

investment” however I do not recall an early morning, mid-afternoon or late 

evening cycling ride or run on the Fulbourn-Wilbraham or Wilbraham-Bottisham 

roads not seeing others doing the same.   This mornings’ cycle ride to work was 

relatively “normal” I counted 3 cyclists heading in the same direction as me 

(similar speed so no overtaking) and 4 heading the other way, away from 

Fulbourn.   I note that 2 of the cyclists (1 each way) were on “shopper” style 

bikes, another with panniers so clearly travelling to or from work and another in 

full lycra obviously out for a morning blast in the sunshine(!).   My point is that 

this demonstrates that this road is used as both a transport link and a route for 

recreational cyclists, walkers and runners.  

Whilst I would expect the well-marked path already in place between Fulbourn 

and Cambridge to be used by many more (it is closer to the city and 

Addenbrookes) there is certainly demand for a Bottisham-Wilbraham-Fulbourn 

route in the same way as Cottenham-Histon-Cambridge route which is well used 

from a similar distance. 

As so often happens, this evening I witnessed 2 cars seemingly racing along the 

road from Great Wilbraham to Fulbourn; bumper to bumper and certainly not less 

than 60 MPH.   In addition to the risk of a direct hit from the rear, the slipstream 

behind the cars other traffic creates quite a hard pull to a cyclist into the road 

making risk of collision from another vehicle behind more likely.   Both 

Bottisham to Wilbraham and Wilbraham to Fulbourn roads have blind bends and 

potholes to swerve around so, all in all, these are not safe or pleasant roads for 

non-drivers. 

Going forward, I have absolutely no doubt that if a separate, cycle/footway were 

laid alongside these roads we would see many benefits.   It is highly plausible to 

suggest that if a safe cycleway alongside the road were provided many drivers 

would be prepared to leave their cars at home and cycle reducing traffic 

congestion into the City thereby reducing pollution levels and generating health 

benefits.   Children and adults would be able to visit friends and family or get to 

school  and work in neighbouring villages/the City without the present danger or 

risk of serious accident and whilst the community feel of The Wilbrahams would 

remain the isolation would not.   

Chris Gurney 

 
26D : early change, not allowed in this race (5) 

30D : this activity is risking, no ring (3) 

31D : only soft drinks during this race? (2) 

30A : straightforward, plain (7) 

32A : going round and round? (7) 
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SPORTS 

John Bramwell  

All answers are associated with sports. 

17A,3D : no charge award (4,4)    3D : SEE 17A  

1A : this game is a gem with a 1000 inside (5) 

4A : snag common to cricket and fishing (5) 

6D, 20A : you need three to get one (3,5)   20A : SEE 6D 

2D,23D : sounds like an instruction for Robert to kill (3,6) 23D : SEE 2D 

28D,24A,7D : pulling power (3,2,3) 24A : SEE 28D 7D : SEE 28D 

12D : X back for a piece of equipment or a game when combined with 27A (3) 

14A : becomes a cold activity when combined with 13D (6) 
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List of Advertisers 

Advertiser      Page 

Andy’s Fulbourn Garage     36 

Beaumont Butchers      52 

Bottisham Sports Centre     48 

Chapel Dental        24 

ColourFence Cambridge     56 

Colours of Dance      20 

David Sooty Sadler        8 

Equilibrium       51 

Ernest Doe       28 

Essential Health       16 

Fulbourn Feline Services     20 

Fisher Carpets       36 

J & J Drake       24 

My Village Handyman      33 

PRE Heating Services      60 

Rothwells         8 

Total Turfcare       42 

Touch of Grass       38 

Tutor          8 

Wheelie Fresh Bins        8 

Wilbraham Boiler Services     22 

 

Disclaimer 
While every care is taken in preparing the content of this magazine, the editors disclaim 

all warranties, expressed or implied, as to the accuracy of the information in any of the 

content. It also (to the extent permitted by law) shall not be liable for any losses or 

damages arising from the use of, or reliance on, the information in the form of articles, 

letters or adverts within the magazine. The adverts are provided for convenience only. 

We do not sponsor, endorse or otherwise approve of any information or statements 

appearing in the magazine. The editors are not responsible for the availability of, or the 

content located on or through, any advert. 

Advertise in the Wilbrahams’ Warbler 
4 issues per year : March June September December 

Over 500 copies distributed to 

Great Wilbraham, Little Wilbraham and Six Mile Bottom 

Rates per issue 

Full page £43.00, Half page £27.00, Quarter page £16.00 
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Community Group Contact Details 

Great Wilbraham Common Rights                 Steve Bartlett 881096 

       stephen.bartlett@mindworks.ltd.uk 

Great Wilbraham Guild of Change Ringers   Peter Sims 

       ptrs28@googlemail.com 

Great Wilbraham Primary School        Office: 880408 

Great Wilbraham Oil Syndicate         Chris Gurney 

       chris.gurney@tylers.net 

Little Wilbraham Oil Syndicate         Sue Lee, lwoilgroup@gmail.com 

GW Primary School PTFA Eleanor Laws 

eleanorlws@gmail.com 

Six Mile Bottom Sports & Social Club G. Wood, geoffwdy@aol.com 

Volunteer Group          Pat Simpson pas49@cam.ac.uk  

Weenie Warblers Mother & Toddler Group   Sarah Fordham, 880698 

The Well-brahams          www.thewell-brahams.weebly.com 

            well.brahams@gmail.com 

Wilbrahams’ Bridge Club         Di Raikes, 881065 

Wibrahams’ Community Choir         Gill Humphrey 811436 

Wilbraham’ Gardening Club         Jackie Beadsmoore, 880889 

Wilbrahams’ Memorial Hall         Shirley Morley, 880723 

Wilbrahams’ Scrabble          The Harmers, 880934 

Wilbrahams’ Sports Club         Roddy Tippen 880728 

Wilbrahams’ Warbler Editors 

John Bramwell 

83 High Street, Little Wilbraham, Cambridge CB21 5JY; 01223812426 

Martin A. Gienke 

Iceni Cottage, 46 Church Street, Great Wilbraham, Cambridge CB21 5JQ; 01223882426 

John Torode 

7 High Street, Little Wilbraham, Cambridge CB21 5JY; 01223812059; 07886103132 

Deadline for the Autumn edition of the Warbler is 

Monday 12 November 2019 
Email contributions or adverts to; 

bramwell@globalnet.co.uk 

martin@gienke.net  

johnboy_torode@hotmail.com> 

Hand-written or typed contributions can be handed in or posted to the editors. 

mailto:stephen.bartlett@mindworks.ltd.uk
mailto:ptrs28@googlemail.com
mailto:chris.gurney@tylers.net
mailto:lwoilgroup@gmail.com
mailto:eleanorlws@gmail.com
mailto:geoffwdy@aol.com
mailto:pas49@cam.ac.uk
http://www.thewell-brahams.weebly.com/
mailto:%09%09%09%09%09%20%20%20%20%20%20%20well.brahams@gmail.com
mailto:bramwell@globalnet.co.uk
mailto:martin@gienke.net
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Bus Service 3 
Stetchworth - Cambridge 

Monday-Friday Saturday 

am pm am pm 

Stetchworth, High Street 07.02 19.15 07.12 19.15 

Dullingham 07.05 19.11 07.15 19.11 

Six Mile Bottom, London Road 07.14 19.03 07.24 19.03 

Little Wilbraham, Manor Close 07.19 18.57 07.29 18.57 

Great Wilbraham, Carpenters Arms 07.22 18.53 07.32 18.53 

Fulbourn, Six Bells 07.32 18.42 07.42 18.42 

Fulbourn, Bakers Arms 07.39 18.38 07.49 18.38 

Teversham, Ferndale 07.44 18.36 07.54 18.36 

Teversham, Marshall’s Close 07.46 18.34 07.56 18.34 

Cherry Hinton Tesco 07.57 18.28 08.07 18.28 

Cherry Hinton Robin Hood 08.00 18.22 08.10 18.25 

Cherry Hinton Road The Rock 08.07 18.20 08.17 18.20 

Cambridge Rail Station stop 6 08.15 18.15 08.25 18.15 

City Centre St Andrews Street S1 08.25 18.05 08.35 18.05 

Newmarket Road, Napier St 08.32 17.57 08.42 17.57 

Newmarket Road Ditton Walk 08.37 17.52 08.47 17.52 
 

Bus Service 18 

Tuesday & Friday 

Lt. Wilbraham 
to 

Newmarket 

Newmarket 
to 

Lt. Wilbraham 

Little Wilbraham, Manor Close 09.30 14.30 

Great Wilbraham, Church St. 09.35 14.25 

Fulbourn, Six Bells 09.40 14.20 

Fulbourn, Bakers Arms 09.45 14.15 

Teversham, Ferndale 09.47 14.13 

Teversham, Marshall’s Close 09.50 14.10 

Newmarket Road, Park & Ride 09.55 14.05 

Newmarket Road, Park & Ride 10.00 14.00 

Teversham, Marshall’s Close 10.05 13.55 

Teversham, Ferndale 10.08 13.52 

Fulbourn, Bakers Arms 10.10 13.50 

Fulbourn, Six Bells 10.15 13.45 

Great Wilbraham, Church St. 10.20 13.40 

Little Wilbraham, Manor Close 10.25 13.35 

Six Mile Bottom, Tree Tops 10.30 13.30 

Newmarket, Guineas Bus Station 10.45 13.15 
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