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Report of District Councillors Claire Daunton and John Williams to Great Wilbraham  

Parish Council , November 2019 

 

This report contains factual information which we hope will be of use and of interest to parish 

councillors and to the wider village community. For any queries please contact us at 

Cllr.Daunton@scambs.gov.uk; john.williams@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 

 

A. Planning 

1. Local Plan 

We reported last month on the detailed preparations for the new Local Plan, including the 

drawing up of the Issues and Options document. In preparing the next Local Plan the issues 

and options document looks at: governance; lessons learned from the previous plan and 

good practice; supporting evidence; drafting issues and options; supporting evidence; initial 

stakeholder engagement; participation and communications strategy. The Local Plan looks 

at housing, jobs, economic strategy, spatial issues, the impact of climate change, 

biodiversity, links in with decisions on transport provision, utilities, security and well-being. 

It is a joint plan with the City of Cambridge.  

 

To take just two important examples of issues being covered in the local plan: water and 

electricity supply, and the interconnectedness of the two. These amongst those The issues 

and options document takes up these matters in relation to lessons learned from the 

current plan (approved in 2018) and the challenges that the projected amount of building in  

current plan poses, as well as the challenges for the future. In relation to water, the 

Cambridge area is the driest in the country and the challenges of water provision for 

business, householders and for biodiversity are well recognised and are being fed into the 

new local plan as we move forward with this. There are discussions going on in several 

places at several levels across greater Cambridge and beyond. 

 

A key aim of both Councils is to ensure wide and inclusive participation and feedback from 

communities across both District and City. To achieve this a communications strategy has 

been prepared to support the Local Plan process to ensure that the consultation reaches all 

parts of the community, including those who would not normally engage with this type of 

consultation and those who usually find it difficult to become involved. We examined and 

commented on the communications strategy at the last Scrutiny meeting, advising that the 
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written and visual presentation needs to be clear and concise and easily available in 

different media. The Planning team are working closely and effectively with the 

Communications teams in the City and at South Cambs. If all goes to plan, a six-week 

consultation will begin on Monday 6th January and run through to mid-February, with due 

warnings and reminders about the dates of the consultation and of meetings and events 

during this period. Planning are also hoping that parish councils and other bodies across the 

District will help promote and support the campaign to involve as many people as possible. 

The latest new bulletin from Greater Cambridge Planning Service with all details of current 

consultations and other planning matters has been sent to all parish councils. 

 

Five-Year Land Supply 

Councillors were briefed recently on the current situation with regard to the five-year land 

supply for housing development. There is at present 5.3 years’ supply. This figure takes 

account of the fact that, for the first time, South Cambs and the City have a joint approach. 

There has been a change in national guidelines on preparing the housing strategy and on 

calculating the supply figures: planners  continue to monitor the effects of these changes. 

Planners are also gathering evidence on the time taken from outline planning permission 

being given to start on site of building and thence to completion. Where there are delays 

these can be caused by numerous factors, including labour shortages, commercial decisions 

linked to the housing market, management factors. This monitoring work is being done 

carefully and with particular relevance to each site. Over the past few years government 

guidance on land supply and housing strategies has changed more than once; there is likely 

to be further change in the near future. Planners have to respond to these movements.  

 

Call for Sites: we are expecting the outcome of the ‘call for sites’ process to be known early 

in the new year. 

 

Two major sites 

(i) Wellcome site.In other Planning news, the District Council supported an 

outline planning application to provide a further 150,000sqm of space for 

employment, conferencing and supporting facilities at the Wellcome 

Trust’s Genome Campus in Hinxton. There will be up to 1,500 homes for 

campus-based staff, 30% of which will be affordable. The Wellcome Trust 

want to build on the scientific foundations of the campus to  become 

the international centre for scientific, business, cultural and educational 
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 activities arising from genomes and biodata. It is estimated that 

around 4,300 new  jobs will be created by the expansion of the 

campus. The proposal also includes land  for a new school, a 

nursery and community facilities and provides public open  spaces 

and allotments. There will also be shops and food and drink outlets, new 

 cycling and walking paths, road crossing points and alterations to local 

roads  including a new roundabout on the A1301. A fitness centre and 

health centre are  also included in the plans. Cutting-edge genome and 

biodata research is carried out  by around 2,500 people who currently 

work at the campus, which the Wellcome Trust  says is now getting full. 

The site currently has around 75,000sqm of employment  space and 

conferencing facilities.The campus is proposed to be opened up to 

 provide public access, which would enable surrounding communities 

to use a range  of open space and facilities. 

  

 Professor Sir Mike Stratton, Director of the Wellcome Sanger Institute said: “We are 

 delighted South Cambridgeshire District Council has resolved to grant planning 

 permission for the campus expansion. The expansion plans represent a momentous 

 opportunity to ensure that the full scientific, health, societal and economics benefits 

 of Genomes and Biodata are realised. We look forward to working with the Council 

 and the local communities to develop detailed proposals.” 

  

 Because the land is not allocated for development, the Council’s decision to 

 grant planning permission will now be referred to the Secretary of State, as is normal 

 practice. Details of the contributions that will be made to local services, facilities and 

 transport links will now be finalised between the Council and developer as part of the 

 usual  Section 106 process. The more precise details of the proposals, such as the 

 design  of buildings, will be dealt with through separate planning applications. 
 

(ii) South Cambs Scrutiny Committee, of which Cllrs Cone and Daunton are 

members and Cllr Williams attends as Lead Member for Finance,  recently 

approved the Supplementary Planning Document for the major development at 

Bourn Airfield. This SPD has been scrutinised extensively and amendments 

made following consultation with local residents and the Scrutiny committee. 

One major element of the SPD, which has attracted press and other attention, 

concerns access to the A428. This could not be amended since any change was 
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not included when the current  Local Plan was being created. The SPD for Bourn 

has, by law, to follow the details of the Local Plan. 

(iii)  

 

B Community East Forum 

The Community East Forum, covering major sites in our Ward, took place on 16th 

October. Invitations were issued to Parish Councils and residents in all villages. With 

their permission a list was kept of attendees with their villages and contact details. We 

were pleased that Great Wilbraham was represented by the Chairman of the Parish 

Council. 

 

Minutes of that meeting will be available in the near future.   Issues covered included:  

(i) the second phase of building at the Marleigh (formerly Wing) development – 

housing, planting, drainage, cycle and walking routes – with presentations from 

the developers, Hill, and comments from the principal planning officer and from 

Marshall’s, owners of the site; 

(ii) an update on the development on the Ida Darwin site, Fulbourn, where the S106 

has been agreed and the owner Homes England is about to appoint a developer. 

The outline permission is for 230 homes; 

(iii) a presentation from Cambridge and Peterborough NHS trust on their project to 

move a building from the Papworth site to the Fulbourn Hospital site and to 

transform it into a multi-purpose building for mental health, including opening 

up parts of the building – café and other areas - to the public. This is at an early 

stage. 

(iv) Presentation on the GPC’s response to feedback from a number of levels of 

consultation concerning: congestion, pollution, parking, bus services, rural travel 

hubs. The GCP Board is to make a decision in December concerning 

recommendations for a comprehensive travel strategy for the City and 

surrounding areas. 

(v) Presentation on proposed primary and secondary education provision in 

developments around the airport site, relating this to national policy concerning 

new schools and the role of the County and of academy trusts. 

 

B. Council Housing 



 5 

Over two hundred more council houses are set to be built. With the announcement last 

month  that SCDC is buying 63 homes in a development in Sawston following the purchase 

of 81 homes in a development in Northstowe during the summer, together with smaller 

sites to start before April 2020, this brings the number of new council homes in the 

pipeline since the beginning of this financial year to 208. Moreover, a further 43 are due to 

be completed by April 2020.  This compares with 82 starts and 44 completions in the 2018-

19 financial year. 

C. Road sweeping schedule to be put on SCDC website 

Maps showing the scheduled of road sweeping over the year are to be put on the SCDC 

website together with a contact email to enable residents to report where unexpected 

sweeping is needed outside the new five-times-per-year cycle.  As previously reported, 

roads are now to be swept more often. Further, should the need arise, special sweeps will 

be made: for example, to deal with cuttings left on cycle paths where a hedge has been cut 

back thus avoiding cyclists suffering punctures.  For too long road-sweeping and litter- 

picking has been a Cinderella service. 

D. Buses 

We have raised with Stagecoach the increasing unreliability of the Nos. 1 and 3, due to 

roadworks at the Fendon Road roundabout. They are working to make changes to timetables 

and to try to increase the number of buses available. Unfortunately, the minibuses we hoped 

would be available to ruin a trial Fulbourn-Teversham-Coldhams Lane shuttle service, have now 

been taken by Stagecoach for a project in the North East. We are not giving up on these and 

Stagecoach locally have accepted that such a trial would be interesting for them to run. They are 

still working on a major examination of bus routes across greater Cambridge. Also underway at 

the moment is the Combined Authority’s bus survey to which individuals and parish councils are 

invited to comment. Here is the link to the survey.  

https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/FutureBus/ 

E. Police Issues 

(i) Rachel Gourlay has been appointed the Inspector for this area. Inspector Paul 

Rogerson now has wider responsibilities. The PCSOs remain the same though there 

has been some continued health issues. Sgt Hilson was contracted to other work for 

a time but should now be back to regular duties. 
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(ii) The South Cambs Community Safety Partnership is considering how best to respond 

to a new ‘Think Communities’ initiative. A presentation on this was made to 

members of the Police and Crime Commission panel. The aim is to encourage 

agencies to work more closely together to deal with all elements of crime and 

safety, but also to encourage individuals to take on roles hitherto ascribed to 

agencies – more self-help is the message.  There is also an important element of 

cost-saving here. ‘Think Communities’ is currently being trialled in Huntingdon. The 

whole concept of community resilience, of which we have written before, is an 

important part of ‘Think Communities’. Essentially it means local people acting as 

‘eyes and ears’ for each other and doing everything to ensure that there is no space 

or scope for crime: lighting, cutting back hedges, making sure doors and gates are 

locked, providing opportunities for young people etc, but to do all this in a co-

ordinated fashion within recognised, organised groups. This is particularly important 

in rural communities.  A more developed programme on this theme will come out 

early next year. 

(iii) The Police Panel also heard about the work on Domestic Abuse, Modern Day Slavery 

and People Trafficking and how all three have become more prevalent across the 

country and in this region. Of particular note are incidents connected with car-wash 

outlets and nail bars. We have seen some of the effects of this in relation to the 

recent lorry deaths in Essex. There have been several news items recently and the 

police have put out statements, videos and other information indicating how the 

public can recognise tell-tale signs. Arrests were made for an incident of modern day 

slavery in South Cambs over the summer. 

NOTE: The meeting to determine the outcome of the Zero Carbon Grants application round has had 

to be postponed from 13th December on account of the general election. It will now take place on 

20th December, the last working day before Christmas. Applicants will therefore not be informed of 

the outcome until early in 2020. 

 


