
County Councillor Report to Great Wilbraham Parish Council 
 
1. Work has begun on the new layout for the Fendon Road / Queen Edith's Way / Mowbray Road 
roundabout.  It involves installing a new Dutch-style roundabout to improve safety in the area, by 
giving priority to pedestrians and cyclists over motorists. One of the key elements is a change in 
carriageway width, designed to influence slower approach and departure speeds, thereby reducing 
the speed of drivers. Pedestrians will be provided with zebra crossings on each of the four roundabout 
entry / exit arms and on the crossing points over the cycle paths. Cyclists will be given their own cycle 
path, in contrasting red tarmac, to give them equal priority over motor vehicles.  It has been decided 
to close Queen Edith Way for several months to carry out the work which means traffic and buses will 
be diverted into the new year.  For details about the bus diversions refer to the Stagecoach website. 
 
2. Students in Cambridgeshire received their Key Stage 4 GCSE results yesterday (22 August) after 
sitting exams earlier this summer. Over the past two years, the Department for Education has been 
rolling out the new GCSE syllabus. Exams are now graded from 9 (top) to 1 (bottom) with a grade 4 
accepted as a standard pass (equivalent to the middle of a former grade C) and a grade 5 a good 
pass. In Cambridgeshire more than 5,600 students sat the exams in schools across the county this 
year. In maths 74.6% of students achieved a grade from 4-9 (at least a standard pass) an increase of 
0.6% on 2018 and 55% achieved at least a grade 5 (up 1%). This year 79% achieved at least a grade 
4 in English, the same level as last year, with 64.3% achieving a strong pass (at least a grade 5) an 
improvement of 0.3%. The proportion of students achieving a grade 4 or above in both English and 
mathematics in Cambridgeshire was 69%, 1% higher than last year, with 48.4% achieving a grade 5 
or better (up 0.8%). National outcomes are not yet available as a comparison. Results are currently 
provisional as they don’t take account of remarking or changes for pupils who are new to the country. 
 
3. In May, Councillors approved plans to introduce a van and trailer e-permit scheme across 
Cambridgeshire’s nine household recycling centres (HRCs).  It will be commencing in October and will 
allow the Council to better regulate the use of vans and trailers at HRCs to ensure only household 
waste is brought to the sites.  Any resident planning to visit a HRC with a van or trailer should obtain 
an e-permit using an online system beforehand. These e-permits will be limited to 12 visits per year. 
To allow larger household and garden jobs, there will be an exemption to the scheme for trailers up to 
1.5m (5ft) in length (excluding the towing mechanism bar) or 570 litre capacity. Additional site staff will 
be available to help at all nine HRCs in the early months of the scheme being introduced. 
 
4. Further to consultation going on currently about overnight support for children with disabilities the 
County Council is to hold sessions involving parents and carers to make sure that it provides 
overnight support in the way that best meets the needs and wishes of families, children and young 
people.  Currently this is mostly provided outside the child’s family home in residential services or with 
Link foster carers. Parents, carers and some of the workforce have shared views and ideas about 
overnight support in questionnaires at group sessions. Now In September 2019 the County will be 
holding some more sessions for parents and carers. The sessions will be to share the feedback the 
County has had from the consultation so far and for parents and carers to add further input to help 
shape future plans and develop overnight support.  These sessions are taking place as follows: 
17 September -  10am to 1pm 
Buchan Street Neighbourhood Centre, 6 Buchan Street, Orchard Park, Cambridge, CB4 2XF 
30 September  -  10am to 1pm 
Wisbech Library, Ely Place, Wisbech PE13 1EU  
The sessions will be facilitated by Esther Harris from Pinpoint with Siobhan MacBean 
(Cambridgeshire County Council) and Alison Mayern (Clinical Commissioning Group). 
If you are interested in coming along please email siobhan.macbean@cambridgehire.gov.uk or phone 
on 01223 699041. If anyone would prefer an evening session please let  Siobhan know and we will be 
happy to arrange one at a convenient time and place for those who want to come along. 
 
5. A team of independent experts has been assembled by the Greater Cambridge Partnership to 
support the Greater Cambridge Citizens’ Assembly in looking at how to tackle congestion, improve air 
quality and provide better public transport in Greater Cambridge. The Advisory Group met for the first 
time in August and brings together a panel of experts on subjects including transport, public health, 
growth and sustainability. They will oversee the programme and the evidence for the Citizens’ 
Assembly. The Assembly – made up of 60 people who travel in and around the area – was selected 
through an independent process known as sortition and will consider the question ‘how do we reduce 



congestion, improve air quality, and provide better public transport in Greater Cambridge?’ when they 
meet in September. 
The Assembly builds upon the Greater Cambridge Partnership’s Choices for Better Journeys 
campaign, which saw more than 5,000 people give their views on measures to cut congestion and 
improve public transport. 
The six members of the Advisory Group are: 
·         Dr Tom Cohen – Senior Research Associate at the University College London Centre for 
Transport Studies 
·         Andrew Carter – Chief Executive Centre for Cities 
·         Carolyn Daher – Coordinator of the Urban Planning, Environment and Health Initiative 
Barcelona Institute for Public Health (ISGlobal) 
·         Steve Gooding – Director at the RAC Foundation 
·         Professor Michael Neuman – Professor of Sustainable Urbanism, University of Westminster 
·         Darren Shirley – Chief Executive at the Campaign for Better Transport 
The GCP was awarded £60,000 and expert support to launch the Citizens' Assembly, as part of the 
Government’s Innovation in Democracy Programme, jointly delivered by the Department for Digital, 
Culture, Media and Sport and the Ministry for Housing, Communities and Local Government.  
People can apply to be an observer of the Citizens’ Assembly meetings and also share their 
experiences of travelling in and around the area to assist the Assembly. 
Visit www.greatercambridge.org.uk/cityaccess/greater-cambridge-citizens-assembly/ for more 
information. 
 
6. People will be able to have their say on transport projects that will transform journeys across 
Greater Cambridge this autumn. Next month the Greater Cambridge Partnership will ask for views on 
schemes for a new public transport route and significantly improved walking and cycling routes that 
will help reduce congestion and improve air quality. Views will be sought on phase two of the 
Cambridge South East Transport project which would create a new dedicated off-road public transport 
route to provide more reliable journeys into the city and to the Cambridge Biomedical Campus. 
People can also tell give their views on where a new travel hub near the A11/A1307/A505 should be 
located to best serve residents and commuters during the eight week consultation. A six week public 
consultation on plans to improve capacity for parking at Foxton Station to encourage more people to 
catch the train into the city begins in early September. The proposals include better walking and 
cycling links, access to bus stops and more car parking spaces. Proposals for a new travel hub to the 
west of M11 J11 were approved in June. The new travel hub and the proposed improvements at 
Foxton Station would work together to intercept thousands of people who currently drive along the 
motorway and the A10 to enable more people to complete the ‘last mile’ of their journeys on foot, 
bicycle or public transport. Public exhibitions looking at the designs for the travel hub will be held on 
18 September at Trumpington Primary School and on 19 September at Harston Village Hall between 
5.30-7.30pm. Finally, the GCP will be launching public consultations on the Bottisham, Swaffham and 
Horningsea Greenways for six weeks – part of a network of 12 first-class walking, cycling and 
equestrian routes to connect villages and towns to Cambridge to encourage more people travel 
sustainably. 
 
7. Work on the Chisholm Trail will take an exciting step forward next month with the start of 
construction for the Abbey Chesterton Bridge. The jetty which links the foot and cycle paths between 
Ditton Meadows and Stourbridge Common will be removed over the summer to enable construction to 
begin on the bridge. Cyclists and pedestrians will need to follow a signed diversion along Ditton Walk, 
Newmarket Road and Garlic Row until construction on the bridge and new jetty is complete. The jetty 
is being kept open for as long as possible and the date of the closure will be advertised on signage in 
the area, with residents also being informed via letter. Work is ongoing to lay the foundations of the 
new foot and cycle path and a 350m ‘haul road’ – used to bring in construction materials -  along the 
side of Ditton Meadow is nearly complete.  
 
8. Cambridge County Council has paid £51.4m for a 986 year lease on the 2.8 hectares site of the 
Tesco in Newmarket Road.  Tesco has 10.5 years to run on its full repairing lease with the right to 
renew every 10 years up to 2059.  The council is making a 4.5% return on its investment.  The county 
has also paid out £11.5m for a 10 acre industrial estate in Peterborough. 
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