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Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Combined Authority consult on area’s transport future 
 
The Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Combined Authority’s Local Transport Plan (LTP) 
aims to set out a strategy for a world class integrated transport network to cope with the 
existing pressures and future proof for emerging pressures in the future.  The LTP will aim to 
promote change in habits and link up economic growth areas and housing across the 
Combined Authority area.  The LTP will include major projects like Cambridge South station, 
Soham Station, new rail link at Wisbeach, looking at and reforming bus networks, dualling of 
the A10, dualling of the A47, a crossing over the River Great Ouse and the CAM metro.  The 
LTP will be linked to the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough economic review which alludes 
to a stalling of the local economy in the future if transport infrastructure is not addressed.   
 
The consultation hearing began on 17th June and will run for 15 weeks until 27th September.  
I hope that parish councillors in the Fen Ditton and Fulbourn ward will take the time to 
engage with this consultation process given its importance to our area.  The LTP aims to set 
out the following: 

• Delivery of transport infrastructure to support new homes ideally before significant 
new housing is built 

• To plan infrastructure so that key employment centres are more accessible to high 
population areas.   

• Where possible make transport networks more linked up, reliable, affordable and 
more convenient 

• A transport system that will spread opportunities and prosperity to more people so 
more people can share in this area’s growing economy.   

• To improve the environment thinking about cutting emissions to aid air pollution and 
work towards the national 2050 zero emissions target. 

• To encourage healthier lifestyles through cycling and walking wherever possible.   
 
Below I have included the consultation events and included a hyperlink to the online 
consultation page.   
 
The summer consultation events are as follows:  

• Sawston, Tue 18 June, 3pm-8pm, Sawston Village College 
• Peterborough, Sat 22 Jun, 10am-3pm, Peterborough Town Hall 
• Soham, Tue 25 Jun, 3pm-8pm, Soham Pavilion 
• St Neots, Wed 26 Jun, 2pm-7pm, St Neots Library 
• Wisbech, Thu 27 Jun, 3pm-8pm, Rose and Crown Hotel 
• Cambridge, Sat 29 Jun, 10am-3pm, Cambridge Central Library, Lion Yard 
• Littleport, Wed 03 Jul, 3pm-8pm, Littleport Library 
• Peterborough, Thu 04 Jul, 3pm-8pm, Peterborough Town Hall 
• Cambourne, Sat 06 Jul, 9am-1pm, Cambourne Library  
• Cambridge, Thu 11 Jul, 1om-6pm, Cambridge Central Library, Lion Yard 
• Whittlesey, Fri 12 Jul, 3pm-8pm, Whittlesey Library 



• Huntingdon, Sat 13 Jul, 10am-3pm, Huntingdon Library 
• Peterborough, Tue 16 Jul, 3pm-8pm, Peterborough Town Hall 
• Cottenham, Thu 18 Jul, 3pm-7.30pm, Cottenham Community Centre Coffee 

Shop 
• Ely, Sat 20 Jul, 10am-3pm, Ely Library 
• Cambridge, Wed 25 Jul, 2pm-7pm, Cambridge Central Library, Lion Year 
• St Ives, Thu 25 Jul, 3pm-8pm, St Ives Free Church 
• March, Sat 27 Jul, 10am-3pm, March Library 
• Peterborough, Sat 07 Sep, 10am-3pm, Peterborough Town Hall 
• Chatteris, Wed 11 Sep, 3pm-8pm, Chatteris Council Chambers 
• Cambridge, Sat 14 Sep, 10am-3pm, Cambridge Central Library, Lion Yard 

 
 
http://cambridgeshirepeterborough-ca.gov.uk/about-us/programmes/transport/ltp. 
 
 
Private hire driver loses license for picking up without being pre-booked 
 
The Licencing Committee of which I am a member has revoked the license of a taxi driver 
licenced by SCDC who had been picking up passengers without a booking which private hire 
vehicles are not allowed to do.  I believe it is important for the Licensing committee to take 
a firm stance on any breaches of the conditions and rules that taxi operatives should adhere 
to.  Taxi drivers can always appeal against the decision of the Licensing Committee which 
happened in this case and I am pleased to say the magistrates court upheld the decision 
made by the councillors sitting in judgement of this particular case.   
 
Having sat on a number of taxi license appeals, most recently in June, I think it is important 
to emphasise that there is a responsibility to the safety of the public when making a 
decision on these appeals. The reasons for officers not granting a license or asking 
councillors on the Licensing Committee to decide whether a licence should be revoked is 
often in light of a breach of rules, complaints and criminal convictions.  I have been involved 
in cases where complaints of a sexual nature have been made, convictions of fraud and 
aggressive behaviour have had to be taken into account.  As a Councillor, ultimately I am 
there to protect the public not to protect individual taxi drivers livelihoods.  It should be 
remembered that taxi drivers will sometimes be carrying vulnerable members of the 
community so it is crucially important that they are a fit and proper person to hold a license.   
 
Almost 2 years ago I put forward a proposal through the Licensing Committee that taxi 
drivers should have CCTV fitted within their taxi which would be operational when the 
meter is running to give protection not only to customers but to taxi drivers when problems 
arise.  I am pleased to say that this has subsequently been put into policy at SCDC and 
drivers will be expected to do this from 2020.   
 
 
 
 
 

https://cambridgeshirepeterborough-ca.gov.uk/about-us/programmes/transport/ltp/


 
Parks and green spaces receive £700,000 
 
Cambridgeshire’s and Peterborough’s parks and green spaces will receive £700,000 from 
the ground breaking Future Parks scheme funded by the Ministry of Housing and 
communities and local government, the National Lottery and the National Trust.  There 
were 80 projects in total submitted across the UK to receive a share of the funding and our 
area was one of the ten projects to successfully be awarded the funding.  The County 
Council was the lead partner in this collaboration of a number of Councils, businesses and 
charities working together.  The collaboration included SCDC.  I am very proud of all of the 
work that officers across a number of councils have put in to get this money directed 
towards green spaces and parks that ultimately we will be enjoying.   
 
Gillian Beasley, Chief Executive of Cambridgeshire County Council, said: “I am delighted that 
Cambridgeshire County Council’s partnership has been chosen as one of only 10 projects to 
receive funding from Future Parks. It is vital that we are able to sustain our green spaces and 
this money will go a long way to maintaining and developing attractive parks as places that 
people will want to come and visit, play and relax in.” 

Parish councillors will know the importance of green spaces and parks in the Fen Ditton and 
Fulbourn ward providing places for community activities, wildlife areas, people meeting, 
play, fitness, sports and tackling social isolation.   

A new era for adult education 

The Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Combined Authority took control of the £11.5 
million budget for adult education earlier this year.  Upon this budget being devolved, the 
Combined Authority reviewed how the money should best be spent.  The emphasis of the 
review was to re-focus the funds to give lower paid and lower skilled people the 
qualifications they need to secure better jobs.   

Adult education had a strong demand led focus on community and leisure and pleasure 
courses for example arts, crafts and hobby activities.  While such courses will remain a part 
of the mix of adult education the focus will now be to focus funds to work with training 
providers and the business community to target specific skill gaps within the economy local 
to the Cambridge and Peterborough Combined Authority area.   

Spending will now be focussed on targeting those that have the lowest level of qualifications 
or no qualifications at all.  There are a number of businesses in Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough that fail to fill vacancies due to a lack of skills thus it makes sense to prioritise 
funding on qualifications that are required by businesses locally so that adult education 
results in better jobs which clearly benefits the individuals undertaking the adult education 
but also businesses will have a larger pull of skill mix to recruit from, improving the local 
economy. Qualifications in English and maths as well as general courses around 
employability skills will still be offered.  This new approach fits in with the Combined 
Authority’s broader skills agenda to improve productivity, foster employment opportunities 
and reduce in equality in the economy.  To help with the shifting of focus, more than double 



the amount of money will be spent on independent training providers which specialise in 
vocational courses.   

The Combined Authority Mayor  (James Palmer) has said the following: "The devolution of 
the adult education budget has brought about the opportunity to ask how best that money 
should be spent. 
 
"Courses in leisure activities like bridge, or brushing up on a foreign language before a 
holiday, of course bring social benefits to people, and will remain part of what adult 
education has to offer. 
 
"But I think it is right that more of that budget is use to help particularly low2er skilled 
people gain the leg-up they need to thrive in the local economy. We know that the 
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough economy is one of the UK's most thriving and dynamic, 
but we want that prosperity to be felt by more people. Inclusive growth is a key priority of 
the Combined Authority and adult education has a role to play. 
 
"This is also taxpayers' money so the outcomes our spending delivers for people are also 
important. This fits in with the Combined Authority's wider skills agenda which is all about 
tackling gaps in education and qualifications, fostering the skills our local businesses need, 
and helping to ensure our economy continues to thrive.  
 
"We have been working with providers on this new approach and we want to foster a 
commitment of excellence in adult education delivery, to truly make it a benchmark for a 
new way of skills delivery for post-19 learners. 

"The exciting thing is that if we demonstrate success, there is the potential for more 
government funding allowing even more people to benefit from learning and skills training." 

I broadly agree with this approach and feel that it is a step in the right direction and I am 
pleased that this money will be directed at people working very hard on low incomes that 
want to better themselves via adult education. Unfortunately I don’t believe that the Mayor 
has gone far enough in this package of reforms as I would have liked to have seen a shift 
away from the leisure courses he describes all together with that money being re-directed 
at qualifications that statistically result in adult workers gaining access to higher paid jobs 
that are required by local businesses.   

 

 

 

 

 

 



Consultation on providing a new police station in South Cambridgeshire 

For information I attended a public consultation meeting with the Police and Crime 
Commissioner and chief constable regarding the proposal to have a new police station in 
Milton which has been called for by the police to increase the amount of custody cells and 
modernise the service.  It was explained that currently officers are taking people to custody 
cells in Peterborough due to capacity issues in Cambridge.  Obviously this is a waste of time 
and resource which would be better directed at neighbourhood policing or improving 
response times.  I am happy to discuss with parish councils the number of issues that were 
raised and go over the comments that I made.  I have attached a link to the consultation 
page for your information.   

Thank you for taking the time to read my report; if you have any questions or want to 
discuss any of the issues raised email me on graham.cone@councillor.online or ring 
07595361285 (please leave a voice mail if I am unavailable) 

         Councillor Graham Cone 
 

 

 

mailto:graham.cone@councillor.online

