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Report of District Councillors Claire Daunton and John Williams to Great Wilbraham 

Parish Council for July 2019 

This report provides factual information which we hope will be of use and of interest to parish councillors and the 

community more widely. Please contact us if you have any queries, at 

Cllr.Daunton@scambs.gov.uk;John.Williams@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 

 

Being Green to our Core: One of the principal tenets of this Administration at South Cambs 

is ‘being green to our core’.  This comprises work in our Climate and Environment 

Committee (CEC), but also in other areas of our work, for example waste collection, taxi 

licensing and the new zero carbon grants scheme.  

1. At a recent (8th July) meeting of the CEC topics discussed included: encouraging Eco 

Councils in schools, following a presentation from primary school children to the 

committee; mapping and following up on energy conservation targets in urban 

areas; the greening of urban areas; tree-planting and bio-diversity mapping more 

widely; working towards more energy-efficient houses, both new and existing 

housing-stock. We also want to go on encouraging small steps amongst individuals 

by initiating campaigns. 

2. South Cambridgeshire District Council has published a draft new licensing policy for 

consultation which would, if adopted, make the Council’s licensed Hackney Carriage 

and Private Hire vehicles greener. The draft policy would build on the existing policy, 

implemented in early 2018 in a bid to ensure passengers’ and drivers’ safety and 

thought of as “one of the most stringent taxi licensing policies in the country. If 

adopted, the proposed policy changes would see drivers and operators making the 

move to zero and ultra-low emission vehicles, in line with South Cambridgeshire 

District Council’s pledge to support an ambitious target of cutting local carbon 

emissions to zero well before 2050. To support the transition to an electric fleet, 

South Cambridgeshire District Council and Cambridge City Council have secured joint 

Government funding to establish new electric car charging points across the district 

by the end of 2019 for exclusive use by taxis. In addition to new licences no longer 

being granted to vehicles older than four years, the policy would see licences no 

longer renewed for: petrol or diesel vehicles older than seven years; ultra-low 

emissions vehicles older than 12 years; or zero emissions vehicles older than 15 

years. New conditions have also been added that would see all first-time vehicle 

applications be zero or ultra-low emission by December 2021, and all licence 

applications be zero or ultra-low emission by December 2028. 

3. New schemes for waste collection are being put in place including: the gradual 

changeover to electric vehicles; better management of blue bin waste, through 
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targeted campaigns, leading to achieving higher recycling targets; campaigns against 

fly-tipping and consequent better recycling of household material. 

4. As reported at the last meeting, the opening date for applications for the Zero 

Carbon Grants scheme has been put back to early Autumn. The level of interest 

already expressed in the scheme and the likely wide range of applications has led us 

to believe that greater care is needed in the design of the application form and in the 

procedures for collating and evaluating the applications. Further details will be 

announced in September. Having announced these grants early, we hope that parish 

councils are now thinking about the type of initiatives that are most suitable for their 

villages and most likely to have success in funding in relation to the money available. 

 

Planning Issues 
1. Greater Cambridge Planning Policy Update: 

https://www.scambs.gov.uk/planning/local-plan-and-neighbourhood-

planning/news-and-updates/. The latest planning policy update from the Greater 

Cambridge Planning Service draws attention to the following development: Bourn 

Airfield New Village Development; Whittlesford Parkway Transport Masterplan; 

Greater Cambridge Greenways Project (see comments later concerning cycle paths); 

A428 preferred route consultation. There is also information concerning the 

development of neighbourhood plans and village design guides: there is abundance 

of information and guidance for villages either in the process of or considering 

undertaking work on such plans. If the Wilbrahams wish to take any forward we can 

provide assistance and put parish councils in touch with appropriate officers. 

2. South East Forum. This Forum is run jointly by the City and South Cambs and is 

managed by Officers and Members of both Administrations. Chairing of the meeting 

alternates between City and South Cambs. The Forum provides an opportunity for 

residents and others to hear information about major developments in the areas 

covered by this Ward, to give their views and to raise concerns. Major developments 

in this area include: the Ida Darwin site in Fulbourn; the three current developments 

close to the airport, namely Land North of Cherry Hinton; Land South of Cherry 

Hinton; Wing Development; and the proposed move of Marshalls from the current 

airport to one of three possible sites outside Cambridge. The next meeting of this 

Forum will take place in mid October and we will give you good warning of date, 

time and venue. Briefings will be given by planners and we hope others working in 

https://www.scambs.gov.uk/planning/local-plan-and-neighbourhood-planning/news-and-updates/
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fields of transport and biodiversity will also speak. Issues raised at the last meeting 

which members of the public asked to be on the agend included: transport planning;  

through-routes and rat-runs; congestion and pollution; lack of public transport; land 

contamination; noise issues; effect on two sites already under way of Marshalls 

protected move in the near future; Marshall’s intentions to keep employment at 

current site after move, alongside housing and community facilities; place-making 

and community building in all sites under consideration;  sustainability and 

preservation of bio-diversity; timing of build-outs on all four sites to avoid maximum 

disruption. 

3. Rural Exception Sites. Parish councillors and District councillors have recently had 

chance to visit a number of rural exception sites across the District. Rural exception 

sites are defined as sites outside the designated building envelope of a village where 

land can be released for building of housing at affordable or social rates for rent or 

shared ownership. Such sites can be owned and/or managed by local authorities 

either wholly or in partnership with a housing association. South Cambs District 

Council is always looking to develop more of these sites in conjunction with local 

building firms and housing associations. One of these sites locally is on Balsham 

Road, Fulbourn (to be known as Armistice Close). These dwellings are earmarked for 

those in need of low-cost housing who have a demonstrable connection, over time, 

to Fulbourn.  A new form of exception site, defined under new government 

guidance, allows some commercial housing on these sites to allow the affordable or 

social housing to be built.  It was also recognised, at a recent South Cambs meeting, 

that affordable housing might also include housing for older residents wanting to 

downsize from larger properties into smaller properties more affordable to run and 

allowing them to remain in the village community. This would in turn release other 

houses for growing families. South Cambs Housing and Planning departments are 

encouraging parish councils to ask for advice on potential sites and officers are more 

than willing to engage and visit. 

4. Local Plan. Work has already begun on the next Local Plan. Officers and Members 

have been meeting in workshops the outcome of which will lead to an ‘Issues and 

Options’ document, and an engagement with parish councils and the wider public at 

as early a stage as possible. Many factors need to be taken into account, including 
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environmental aspects, sustainable transport, the ability to generate sufficient 

power and provide sufficient water for new developments. The need to maintain 

green spaces and village communities alongside new developments. The desire for 

high build quality and design where long-term maintenance as well as attractive 

appearance is considered. One of the early stages of the local plan is the evaluating 

of sites that have come forward under the ‘call for sites’, many of which it is thought 

will not be suitable for sustainable development.  Another early stage is planning the 

range and type of consultations to be held so that as many voices as possible can be 

heard. For this Plan the City and District are working together and one of the areas in 

which this will be seen most clearly is in the North East Fringe development around 

the Science Park and Cambridge North Station. 

Transport 

1. Cambridge Area Bus Users (CABU) group. We reported at the last meeting (GW, 

that is) the outcome of the CABU annual general meeting and the follow-up 

meetings with Stagecoach concerning issues with routes that serve this Ward, 

including the 3/17. As a result of these meetings some helpful changes are to be 

made to the morning timetable from September, and later in the year to the 

evening timetable so that the service runs at times more appropriate to the users 

and the journey time is shortened. Stagecoach has also introduced cheaper fares 

for those crossing the city by bus and has engaged in a consultation exercise 

concerning routes both within and beyond the city. They are also investing in 

additional vehicles and drivers, as well as marketing and communications staff. 

They have realised that Cambridge is growing and that bus transport might ease 

congestion! We are working with them particularly on the routes that cover this 

Ward, under the auspices of CABU. 

2. Greater Cambridge Partnership (GPC) Transport Plans. The GPC is in the final stages 

of drawing up its masterplan for transport in the Greater Cambridge area, following 

extensive consultation. Options include some form of restriction on private-vehicle 

use in the city coupled with greatly enhanced bus transport; additional cycleways; 

additional park and ride sites; extension to the guided bus system; and further 

ahead, a type of metro or similar rapid transport system. Aside from easing 

congestion the plan aims to decrease pollution, offer better options for walking and 



 5 

cycling, maximise bus transport across a longer day; building a rail station at 

Cambridge South, and dealing specifically with particular bottlenecks such as those 

around the Science Park and the Addenbrooke’s site. A significant amount of 

journey-mapping has been undertaken alongside widespread consultation. There is 

also further funding available if the GPC proposals are accepted by central 

government. 

3. Combined Authority. The Mayor and Combined Authority are also consulting on 

their transport plans covering the whole of Cambridgeshire and cities of Cambridge 

and Peterborough. The main proposals covered by these plans include: the dualling 

of the A10; better connections to Wisbech; a rail station at Soham; a CAM Metro; a 

new station at Cambridge South. Details of this consultation are attached at p.9 of 

this report. 

 

Police Matters 

Parish Councillors will have seen the announcement by the Police and Crime Commissioner 

concerning the proposed move of the City police station from Parkside to a site adjacent to 

the A14 at Milton. The reasons given for the move concern the lack of adequate cell space 

at Parkside, the congestion in the city and the difficulty of police response time, along with 

the wish to realise capital from the City site to provide more appropriate space and facilities 

to meet the increase in population in and around Cambridge city. The Commissioner and 

Chief Executive made a presentation in Milton concerning the proposed move, with another 

to follow; residents have been making known their concerns about the lack of an adequate 

police presence in the city. City residents will have a chance to meet the PCC and Chief 

Constable at Sainsbury’s in the city centre on the morning of Friday 28th June. There is 

significant concern in the City over the nature of a police presence there once the move has 

taken place. Concern has also been raised about building on green belt land. The proposal 

will be subject to a planning application. 

Other police matters were also raised at a meeting of the Police and Crime Commission 

Panel held on Wednesday 26th June. These included: the rise in levels of domestic violence 

and the complex nature of police work connected with this; the increase in burglary; the 

decrease in other crimes including drug-related crimes said to be linked to greater police 
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success in early intervention and recent successes in breaking up dealing rings; the need for 

greater inter-agency collaboration (schools, health care agencies, parishes etc); the need for 

collaboration in relation to domestic violence was particularly highlighted since the long-

term effect on children could be severe. 

 

In response to queries concerning our residents’ concerns over parking and speeding in 

villages, the commissioner indicated that these were not of significant consequence for the 

police in relation to their other work. However, there is greater emphasis on speeding in 

relation to road casualty and road death, with an increase in staffing for the Road Casualty 

Unit; there is also emphasis on technological solutions. 

 

Parking 

Continuing the theme of parking from the paragraph above, South Cambs has been in 

contact with the Police Commissioner several times over the last couple of months in an 

attempt to set up a District version of civil enforcement of parking. This is in response to 

residents’ concerns about parking, such as: parking on double yellow lines; parking illegally 

outside schools; pavement parking; parking on green space etc. Civil enforcement works in 

the city since there is income from parking (car parks) to pay for it. The District owns no car 

parks so other solution has to be found. South Cambs Cabinet member, Neil Gough, is 

intending once more to contact the Commissioner with suggestions concerning part funding 

of some PCSO posts on the understanding that parking falls within their remit. Councillor 

Gough is also looking to parishes to consider part funding these posts; some parishes are 

already discussing such an arrangement. There will be more information about this soon. 

 

Polling Stations 

South Cambs has launched a consultation exercise on the location, suitability and 

accessibility of polling stations across the District at 

 https://www.scambs.gov.uk/elections/polling-district-review/ 

This is a regular exercise to ensure that polling stations are fit for purpose and serve the 

communities in which they are located. Please do respond to the consultation so that South Cambs 

can be fully uptodate and make appropriate preparations for elections. The Electoral Services 

Manager, Andy Francis, is always grateful for feedback.  

https://www.scambs.gov.uk/elections/polling-district-review/
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Appointment of New Chief Executive 

South Cambs District Council has appointed Liz Watts, formerly Chief Executive of East Herts District 

Council, to be its CEO from mid September. Liz, who has an MA in Moral Philosophy and  Logic, and 

MBA and is a member of the Institute of Chartered Accountants, has held a number of senior local 

government posts over the past two decades, previously she worked in Bosnia on European peace 

and reconciliation projects. Staff and Councillors look forward to welcoming Liz to her new post. 
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COMBINED AUTHORITY TRANSPORT CONSULTATION 
Please see attached press release from the Mayor’s office. The GCP is also issuing its own 
transport plan concerning options for the City and surrounding areas. We will bring you 
detailed news of this very soon. An outline of the GCP connected transport scheme has 
been published but further details will be available to us in early July and we will bring these 
to you as soon as we can. In the meantime here is the Mayor’s press release 

‘Events announced across Cambridgeshire and Peterborough for public to have say on 
area’s transport future  

A series of consultation events have been announced across Cambridgeshire and Peterborough for 
members of the public to have their say on the future of the area’s transport network to 2050.  

The Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Combined Authority’s Local Transport Plan (LTP) will set out 
an ambitious, challenging and exciting strategy for a world‐class, integrated transport network, 
which addresses current and anticipated future pressures on infrastructure, while also supporting 
housing and economic growth. It aims to bring forward a step‐change in how people travel across 
the area.  

The LTP will provide the strategic context for the Combined Authority’s major projects like new rail 
stations at Soham and Cambridge South, a new rail link at Wisbech, reforming the bus network, a 
dualled A10 and A47, a third crossing over the River Great Ouse and the CAM Metro.  

It will provide the vision and strategy to meet the infrastructure challenges set out in 
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Independent Economic Review (CPIER), which identified that the 
area’s growing economy would tail off unless interventions were made to upgrade under‐pressure 
transport infrastructure. It will also be a key pillar in meeting the Combined Authority’s commitment 
to doubling the size of the area’s economy over 25 years, and meeting the vision set out in the 
Mayor’s Growth Ambition Statement.  

The consultation begins on June 17, running for 15 weeks until September 27.  

The public will be encouraged to have their say, ask questions, and provide feedback on the current 
draft Local Transport Plan. They will be asked what they think are the key priorities and the 
principles behind what a future transport network should look like.  

The summer consultation events are as follows:  

Thu 04 Jul Sat 06 Jul Thu 11 Jul Fri 12 Jul Sat 13 Jul Tue 16 Jul Thu 18 Jul Sat 20 Jul Wed 24 Jul Thu 25 
Jul Sat 27 Jul Sat 07 Sep Wed 11 Sep Sat 14 Sep  

3pm‐8pm 9am‐1pm 1pm‐6pm 3pm‐8pm 10am‐3pm 3pm‐8pm 3pm‐7.30pm 10am‐3pm 2pm‐7pm 
3pm‐8pm 10am‐3pm 10am‐3pm 3pm‐8pm 10am‐3pm  

Peterborough Town Hall 
Cambourne Library 
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Cambridge Central Library, Lion Yard Whittlesey Library 
Huntingdon Library 
Peterborough Town Hall 
Cottenham Community Centre Coffee Shop Ely Library 
Cambridge Central Library, Lion Yard 
St Ives Free Church 
March Library 
Peterborough Town Hall 
Chatteris Council Chambers 
Cambridge Central Library, Lion Yard  

For those not able to attend the events, engagement with the consultation is available online or by  

Key principles guiding the formulation of the LTP include the delivery of transport infrastructure to 
sustainably support new homes and, crucially, for that infrastructure to be in place before significant 
new housing is built. Planning infrastructure so that key employment centres are reachable within a 
30‐minute journey time of where people live will help better link homes with jobs. A more joined‐up, 
fully integrated, ‘multi‐modal’ transport network, where public transport is recognised as more 
reliable, more affordable, regular and convenient, will encourage a shift away from car use, 
facilitating a step‐change in how people travel. A first‐class transport network will also foster 
inclusive growth, where more people are better connected to the opportunities of the growing 
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough economy. Spreading prosperity to more people is also one of the 
Combined Authority’s key missions through its housing and skills agenda. And the draft LTP also 
focuses on improving the environment, reducing air pollution by cutting emissions to as close to zero 
as possible, while also minimising the impact of transport on climate change. Healthier journeys and 
more active lifestyles through cycling and walking, will also be encouraged.  

Mayor James Palmer said: “The Local Transport Plan should be bold, it should be ambitious, and it 
should challenge us. “We can see right now the results of an historic underinvestment in the 
transport network, in terms of congestion, lack of housing delivery and the future threat to our 
continued economic growth.  

“This consultation is an opportunity to have an exciting, powerful conversation about what people 
think our main priorities should be, and what the key challenges and opportunities around transport 
will be, both now and in the future.  

“This is a first‐of‐its‐kind document for Cambridgeshire and Peterborough. There has been 
significant attention on our road, rail, bus reform and CAM Metro schemes, but it is important 
people see how these fit into a wider, joined‐up strategy, and that they are not being planned in 
isolation.  

“Transport touches everyone’s lives from train, bus and car users, through to people who walk and 
cycle, so everyone has something to contribute. I would encourage as many people as possible to 
come along, find out more about what the LTP is trying to achieve, and give us your views.”  

Following the consultation and inclusion of comments, the Board will be asked to approve the first 
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough LTP later in 2019.  

For those not able to attend the events in person, they will be able to contribute comments via a 
questionnaire on the Combined Authority website, which will be live when the consultation officially 
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launches from June 17: http://cambridgeshirepeterborough‐ca.gov.uk/about‐ 
us/programmes/transport/ltp.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


