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Report of District Councillors Claire Daunton and John Williams to  
Great Wilbraham Parish Council, June 2019 

We provide factual information which we hope will be of interest and of use to the parish council and to the 
parish community more widely. Please contact us if you have queries, at 
Cllr Daunton@scambs.gov.uk; john.williams@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 
 

Climate Change 
The current Administration at South Cambs established a Climate and Environment 
Committee last May, May 2018. This is an important part of our ‘Being Green to our Core’ 
commitment.  
 
Over recent months members of this Committee (including those with specialist knowledge 
and professional expertise in the field) have worked closely with colleagues in the University 
of Cambridge and other groups and individuals to prepare a symposium on research and 
action in the field of climate change. The symposium, held on 22nd May, was declared an 
outstanding success, bringing together many ideas and positive outcomes. 
 
Amongst the presentations was that from Leeds Climate Commission: they have mapped 
the necessary actions for their area to arrive at zero carbon by 2050. It is important to 
remember that 80% of the houses we’ll be living in in 2050 are already built, so retro-fitting 
and improving existing housing stock has to be a priority. South Cambs is already reviewing 
its housing-stock maintenance plans with these elements in mind. We also have to increase 
re-cycling rates and generate as much renewable energy as possible. With new houses 
being off the gas grid by 2025, more electricity generation will be needed and there will be a 
need for the installation of more air- and ground-source heat pumps. New housing will be 
planned for comfort, using solar panels and orientation of building that avoids over-heating 
in summer, using ventilation and passive cooling. Houses using all these methods can be 
expensive to build: some councils have done it and we should be aiming for that high 
standard. As an adjunct to all this we are encouraging more tree-planting. The Centre for 
Sustainable Energy (https://www.cse.org.uk), has suggestions that can be added to 
Neighbourhood Plans and other local documents.  
 
We are also encouraging parishes to be active in considering climate-related projects and to 
apply through our Grants Committee for awards under our new Zero Carbon Grants 
scheme, applications for which are likely to open in July. Under this scheme small actions 
such as installation of water fountains and cycle racks will be considered as well as larger 
schemes involving, for example, electric charging points and battery use.  
 

PLEASE  NOTE: We have already had a significant amount of interest in this scheme. 
As a result it might be necessary to take more time to design an application form and 
assessment process suitable for this level of interest. It is possible therefore that the 
scheme will not be launched before early Autumn, but we will keep you informed via 
our reports. When the scheme is launched there will also be an announcement from 
the South Cambs communications team. 

 
Brexit Advisory Group 
Another of our early actions was to establish a Brexit Advisory Group (including 
representatives from the City) to help local businesses (including agriculture, tech sector, 

mailto:Daunton@scambs.gov.uk
mailto:john.williams@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
https://www.cse.org.uk/


 2 

biomedical sector and others) and professional groups to work alongside officers and 
Members thinking through the possible Brexit problems. The Group was successful in 
bringing together a wide circle of people to discuss options for action in relation to  
whatever Brexit settlement – or none – might be made. The Group report was adopted by 
Cabinet and members stood down. At a recent meeting of the Cabinet the Leader of the 
Council expressed the view that the Brexit Advisory Group should be reconvened to 
consider how the Council could support its EU nationals. She noted that the Council had 
received circa £17k funding from the Government to enhance capacity and capability in 
preparation for Brexit related activities and that the Brexit Advisory Group could play an 
important role in determining how this Government funding should be allocated. A similar 
level of funding is expected for 2019/20. It was therefore recommended that Cabinet should 
re-appoint the Brexit Advisory Group in order to consider use of the Government allocated 
funding and to continue to monitor and advise on management of the impact of Brexit on 
the economy of South Cambridgeshire.  
 
Local Plan 
 At the moment South Cambs planners are very much at the information-gathering stage for 
the next Local Plan, commissioning various consultancy studies into matters such as 
employment and retail, housing need and mix etc. The list is long. No significant dates are 
anticipated in the very near future, but as soon as there is anything to report we will let you 
know. 
 
The call for sites for potential house-building development took place earlier in the year and 
a large number (ca. 700) of sites were submitted. These are now being subject to rigorous 
examination for viability and desirability, on a range of measures. It is expected that the 
outcome of this examination will be known at some point in the Autumn. 
  
In regard to our current Local Plan, the emphasis is on delivery of the plans, policies and 
allocations. To this end planners are taking forward an Area Action Plan for North East 
Cambridge and preparing a Supplementary Planning Document for the new village 
allocation at Bourn Airfield.  In recent weeks a number of applications for significant sites 
have come forward for detailed consideration by the Planning Committee. These include, 
amongst others: Marshall’s airport site in the City/South Cambs where it has been indicated 
up to 12,000 houses could be built; and a major development at the Wellcome Sanger 
Institute to the south of the City. The proposal is to: increase research facilities, further the 
incipient commercialisation of science, and deliver 1500 homes for those working on the 
campus. Marshall’s and Wellcome Sanger are both long-term developments, currently in 
the early stages of their possible progress through the planning process. They need very 
careful work in the Shared Planning Service and other sections of South Cambs. 
  

 

Cambridge Home Improvement Agency 

As members of the South Cambs Scrutiny Committee, we recently received a report on the 
work of the Cambridge Housing Improvement Agency (CHIA). CHIA is a not-for-profit 
organisation funded and supported by local and central government. It provides advice, 
support and assistance to elderly, disabled and vulnerable people who own and live in their 
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own property, or those in privately rented or housing association accommodation. The 
Agency helps to repair, improve, maintain or adapt homes to meet changing needs. The 
purpose of the service is to help people to remain independent, warm, safe and secure in 
their own homes. 

The report indicated the valuable work of the Agency across the City, South Cambs and 
Huntingdon, where management of the service is shared, and noted improvements in service 
levels made in recent years. Satisfaction levels are high. The report also indicated that 
applications in South Cambs for assistance from the Agency were lower than in the other two 
areas. This might reflect lower levels of need, but it might also reflect lower levels of 
knowledge about the assistance the Agency can offer. 

Here is the link to the CHIA website. Please do recommend the work of the Agency to those in 
the parish whom you think might be in need of its assistance. Equally, if you know of anyone 
who might benefit, but who needs help contacting the Agency, please let us know and we will 
facilitate contact and follow up.  http://www.cambshia.org 

 
Twenty-First Century Town Centre Planning 
At a recent seminar in Cambourne, Bill Grimsey (former CEO of several High Street names) 
indicated several ways in which towns could retain or create successful town centres, even 
in the age of internet shopping. He cited the example of Stockton where a dying town 
centre is in the process of being revived by re-thinking its purpose. Grimsey advocates 
making better use of community hubs, libraries with comprehensive digital facilities, local 
fresh food markets, other local shops relevant to the area, and spaces where people of all 
ages can gather and meet, with facilities for young children near those for the elderly – 
places that are easy to access by public transport and easy to navigate when there.  
In South Cambs we have three new areas where these ideas can be put into practice: 
Northstowe, Waterbeach and Bourn. Planners, architects and landscape designers can work 
together to achieve something different and more relevant to the present.  
 
SME Workshop 
On 22nd May the first of a series of workshops was held to help local small businesses  
tender for work for SCDC.  These provide the chance for SMEs to talk to the Procurement 
Officer, to hear from him what makes a good tender, to understand how social value can 
add value, to work through forms and help make a successful quote for work in future. 
 
‘My South Cambs’ 
The new portal for customers to access information about Council services and to check on 
accounts and information relevant to their individual circumstances now has 1,000 
registered users. The aim is to make it simple and easy for people to access Council services 
anywhere and at any time. As we’ve indicated before, however, it is still possible to speak to 
Council staff by phone or to call in at the SCDC offices and ask for advice and information. 
We are working hard to drive down waiting times by making best use of all resources. 
 
Policing 
Information concerning a proposed new site for Cambridge police station has just been 
made public. The proposal is to locate a new station close to the A14 alongside the Milton 
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park and ride site. The police force has been seeking a new site for some time because there 
are only 10 useable cells at Parkside and on many occasions those arrested have to be taken 
to Peterborough for assessment and custody. This removes officers from other duties for a 
long periods. There remains the issue of police presence in Cambridge City. 
 
South Cambs has also been raising with the Police and Crime Commissioner concerns about 
speeding and parking (parking close to junctions, pavement parking, double parking to block 
traffic), and the lack of any enforcement by the police. Jason Ablewhite has advised that 
each offence should be reported online and that after three reports the police will take 
action. There is also some work going on concerning civil enforcement of parking. 
 
CABU (Cambridge Area Bus Users) group AGM on 15th June 
The CABU annual general meeting held on Saturday 15th June in Cambridge city was well 
attended by users from the city and villages. Speakers included the operations managers of 
Stagecoach and Whippet and the founder of Cambridge Connect, a consultancy which is 
advocating a light-rail solution (not the CAM metro), to relieving traffic in the City by 
providing a tunnel link north-south and east-west and connecting to buses that would 
provide village transport. The managers were open to suggestions; they took criticisms; and 
both major operators are looking to improve services, following reports of travel planners 
that are imminent. Of the many questions posed, a number covered issues relating to the 
service (or lack of it) encountered in villages in this Ward (the timing of routes, the constant 
changes to timetables, the lack of connectedness) and we will be following this up with 
direct meetings with the relevant operators. 
 
Parklife 
Another successful Parklife event was held in Milton Country Park on Sunday 19th May with 
estimates of over 4,000 people attending from across the District and beyond. The range of 
free activities were offered to promote health and well-being, as well as being enjoyable for 
families. Activities included: climbing, insect dipping, kayaking, paddle-boarding, canoeing, 
running, and general exercise. Councillors and officers of South Cambs provided staffing. 
Caterers and small businesses helped with food and exhibitions; Tesco provided free fruit 
for the fruit kebabs which were so popular. Thanks to all who helped and took part. 
 
Farmland Museum 
SCDC provides grant funding for the Farmland Museum, on the Denny Abbey site close to 
Waterbeach. The Museum opened again in April after some changes and is making further 
strides at advertising what it offers visitors, particularly family groups.   It is hoping to attract 
more visitors this year, so please take a look and let us others know 
https://www.dennyfarmlandmuseum.org.uk 


