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Marshalls announce they will be looking to relocate Cambridge airport 
 
Over the past month Marshalls has announced their desire to re-locate their operations and 
airport from its current location to another site within SCDC potentially unlocking the large 
brownfield site for development of housing and commercial use.  This isn’t the first time 
Marshalls have proposed this as a potential development plan.  It was looked at in the 
previous Local Plan.  The plans have not previously been taken forward due to the difficulty 
in finding a new location for Cambridge Airport within the district that meets the necessary 
criteria for an airstrip and an area that is sensitive to its surroundings.  Also the Local Plan 
that has been adopted tried to focus on new settlements that would not engulf existing 
villages.  Selfishly for South Cambridgeshire residents it is beneficial for the Council to keep 
Marshalls in South Cambridgeshire due to the large amounts of employment it generates 
locally and business rates.   
 
As I have discussed in previous reports SCDC are starting works on the next Local Plan as we 
found from the last Local Plan they can take an awfully long time, not only to put together, 
but to get adopted by whoever the National Government is at the time.  The administration 
has gone out to call for potential new sites for development in a new Local Plan hence 
Marshalls and a whole range of other developers / land owners coming forward to put 
potential sites on the table.  The Council are not currently making these sites public due to 
potential commercial sensitively, however Marshalls decided to go public themselves.  It will 
now be up to the administration over the coming years to decide where they want housing 
to be situated in the next Local Plan.  It is worth remembering that our current plan delivers 
the required housing over the next decade with this Local Plan looking at housing 
development into the 2030s.   
 
There are advantages and disadvantages to including the Marshalls site in a future Local 
Plan.  The advantages being that this is a large brownfield site that could deliver a large 
amount of housing and commercial space for the next Local Plan.  The last Local Plan 
required 20,000 houses and a site of this size could deliver around half of the Local Plan 
allocation if the numbers are similar meaning around half the plan’s allocated housing 
would be outside of greenbelt and meaning less pressure on the Council to find alternative 
sites for large scale development.  A site of this size, you would hope could provide a lot of 
affordable housing, new commercial and employment sites and community buildings put in 
place ready for the new development.  Its location is close to the city meaning many of the 
occupants of the site who work for big employers (Addenbrookes, Papworth, Astrazeneca, 
Arm, on Science Parks, in the city) would be well served by existing and future transport 
links and should be an area that would be close enough to employment sites for people to 
cycle.  The disadvantages to this site are its proximity to existing villages and the pressures 
that this will have on existing communities.  Because the site is close to Cherry Hinton, 
Abbey and villages in our own ward like Fen Ditton and Teversham, there will clearly be 
some transport impacts and for the village of Teversham it would mean a new rather large 
settlement literally across the road from the existing village so the development would need 
to be sensitive in how it avoids engulfing villages like Teversham and fen Ditton.  This will 



probably be very difficult to achieve however it will ultimately bridge the gap between 
South Cambridgeshire villages linking them to the city via development.   
 
In summary, any development here is a long way into the future and like any other site the 
merits of the development will have to be weighed against the impacts of that development 
through the Local Plan process.  These decisions are never easy and having worked on the 
previous Local Plan I am fully aware that whatever decision is made, not everyone will be 
happy but at the end of the day with a growing population and an economy such as 
Cambridge’s new homes are necessary for us to keep pace.   
 
 
 
Growth fund grant awarded to Agri-tech (natural plastic alternatives) 
 
I was pleased to see Cambridge based Xampla , a global leader in the creation of natural 
plastic alternatives made from protein was awarded a £60 000 grant by the Cambridgeshire 
and Peterborough Combined Authority. This grant was awarded as part of the Agri-Tech 
Growth Fund to help ground breaking research in a Cambridge base company to develop 
new material from plant protein. Grants are made available to oranisations wanting to 
invest into specialist equipment, new markets, R&D and productivity.  
It is not only important we help our local business lead in developing this sort of product 
because of the income and jobs generated in the future but in this case the potential 
positive impact on out plant via reducing plastic waste.  
 
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Combined Authority Agri-Tech Programme Manager, 
Martin Lutman, said: “This is an exciting and potentially revolutionary project that could 
bring tremendous benefits to the food and drink industry while tackling the issue of 
plastics.  I am delighted that the Eastern Agri-Tech Growth Initiative is able to play a part in 
developing Xampla’s future.” 

Simon Hombersley, CEO of Xampla, said: “Xampla’s entirely natural plant materials have the 
potential to replace plastics on a global scale. We’re grateful for the support provided by 
Eastern Agri-Tech at this early stage in our development, and we’re looking forward to 
working with partners throughout the region as we grow our business.”  

If councillors know of business that may want to apply for this grant in the Fen Ditton and 
Fulbourn Ward or any where in SCDC area it would be grate to see our business benefit. To 
find out how the Eastern Agri-Tech Growth Initiative could help to grow your business, call 
Programme Manager, Martin Lutman, on 01480 277180, or 
email info@agritechgrants.co.uk. 
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Route chosen for the A428 upgrade 

 
Highways England has chosen its preferred route for improving the A428 between the Black 
Cat and Caxton Gibbet roundabouts. This is for a dual carriageway that will bridge the link 
between the two existing dual sections of the A428. As with the section further east, 
between Girton and Cambourne, the existing road will be retained as a local route for village 
traffic. 
 
The chosen route is the most northerly of the three routes under consideration, passing 
close to the existing A428 north of Croxton and Eltisley. In the consultation it (the Orange 
route) was chosen by 83% of people who took part in the consultation. The two more 
southerly routes (Purple and Pink) were opposed by many of the residents living in affected 
villlages, such as Abbotsley, Waresley and Great Gransden. 
 
Construction is scheduled to start in 2021/22, after the A14 upgrade is completed in 
December 2020. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for taking the time to read my report; if you have any questions or want to 
discuss any of the issues raised email me on graham.cone@councillor.online or ring 
07595361285 (please leave a voice mail if I am unavailable) 

         Councillor Graham Cone 
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