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1. For the third year running the County Council has been able to demonstrate that its highways are 
managed efficiently to receive the maximum amount of Government funding for road maintenance.  
Both Cambridgeshire and Peterborough have received the maximum amount of additional road 
maintenance funding from the Department for Transport. This funding means almost £3.1m (£2.5m 
for Cambridgeshire County Council and £580k for Peterborough City Council) has been awarded to 
both the county and city council in recognition for making the best use of funds available and 
prioritising the needs of the public. This year (2019-20), Cambridgeshire and Peterborough have also 
received funding totalling £990k to help prevent and fix potholes.  Four years ago when the County 
Council was in no overall control I was a member of a working group of officers and members which 
oversaw a review of the highways department to maximise the grant.  Prior to that Cambridgeshire 
had not attained the level required to do this. 
 
2. On Friday 26 April, pop-up exhibitions on the origins, means and future of writing simultaneously 
launched at Cambridge Central Library and in over 20 partner libraries around the UK, in tandem with 
the opening of Writing: Making Your Mark at the British Library in London. The free exhibition will 
preview at Cambridge Central Library on Friday 26 April and will remain on display until 30 May. It will 
then tour across selected Cambridgeshire Libraries until 27 August.  Through images of carved stone 
inscriptions, medieval manuscripts and early printed works, the family-focused pop-up displays will 
span five millennia and five continents to deconstruct the act of writing and consider its future in the 
digital age. The exhibition will be augmented with material from relevant local and regional archives, 
accompanying events and an interactive learning trail, enabling visitors of all ages to engage in a 
nationwide conversation exploring one of humankind’s greatest achievements – the act of writing – 
through the Living Knowledge Network. 
 
3. The bus services subsidised by the Mayor through the County Council such as the route 18 to 
Newmarket have had their contracts extended while the Combined Authority’s Bus Review is taking 
place and new contracts are awarded.  I have been warned however that changes may be necessary 
should the new bids exceed the amount of funding available. 
 
4. The possible relocation of Marshall’s Aerospace and Defence Group operation announced on 
Tuesday could, subject to the findings of the next Local Plan, enable the Cambridge Airport site to be 
redeveloped. The proposal just received from Marshall for their site could potentially provide 
thousands of new homes plus business space on the edge of Cambridge if supported in the next joint 
Local Plan – a strategic planning document that will start later in 2019 with residents being asked to 
shape their vision for their communities on key issues such as housing, transport and the local 
economy. South Cambridgeshire and Cambridge City have recently started preparatory work on the 
next Local Plan, which will guide the area’s future ambitions and ensure growth is sustainable. 
The airport site was submitted earlier by Marshall as a site option for the last Local Plans of both 
councils, recently adopted, but was withdrawn because the company decided at that time to continue 
its operations on the airport and adjacent sites. 
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