
District Councillor report to Parish Council May 2019 
 
Community Chest funding available 
 
Village groups across South Cambridgeshire can now apply for up to £1000 worth of funding 
from the Community Chest scheme.  There is £29000 available in this round of grants to be 
applied for and the same again in October.  The Community Chest scheme was started in 
2011 and has handed out over £500,000 in grants to local good community based causes 
since it was set up.  As you will know from my previous reports, Parish Councils are no 
longer eligible to apply for Community Chest grants funding which I personally think is a 
shame given the Parish Councils strong connections with the communities they represent.  
None of the Parish Councils in the Fen Ditton and Fulbourn ward are eligible to apply but 
this doesn’t stop you as Parish Councillors from recommending the scheme to community 
groups within your parish who would be eligible to apply. The scheme is targeted at village 
groups and projects that hep to build a sense of community.  The guidance for the 
Community Chest states that applicants must be non-profit groups or organisations based in 
South Cambridgeshire, or benefitting the districts residents.  To be successful the applicant 
must demonstrate one or more of the following aims:  
 

• Help promote health and active communities 

• Enable inclusive communities 

• Develop skills 

• Enhance the natural environment 

• Meet local need and leave a legacy for the community 

• Ensure equality of access 
 
The community Chest scheme has proven to be very popular in the past so community 
groups that are considering putting in an application are probably best to do so sooner 
rather than later.  The application forms to apply can be found on the SCDC website.  I have 
copied a link below.   
 
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/community-development/grants/community-chest-grants/ 
 
 
Combined Authority secures £90,000 to help veterans at risk of homelessness 
 
I was pleased to see the combined authority (of which South Cambridgeshire makes up a 
part) secure £90,000 for military veterans at risk of homelessness across the combined 
authority area.  The money will be spent on a range of projects across the combined 
authority area such as projects that support homeless people in the area, funding towards 
outreach officers and working with existing armed forces charities.   
 
There is already an officer funded via the Armed Forces Covenant Fund Trust that works 
with Cambridgeshire County Council to coordinate and identify activities to support 
veterans so hopefully this money can be put to good use quickly in conjunction with the 
work they are already carrying out.   
 

https://www.scambs.gov.uk/community-development/grants/community-chest-grants/


South Cambridgeshire District Council Gardening competition 2019 
 
The Council will again this year be running the Annual Gardening competition for council 
tenants or lease holders of SCDC.  This scheme has been running since 1981 and has 
continued to be popular throughout that time.  I have always supported this scheme which 
gets gardeners together across our district, encourages council tenants to keep their garden 
in a good state and inadvertently has a knock-on effect to the rest of the community via 
lovely gardens being on display.  The award ceremony is held at Scotsdales Garden Centre in 
Great Shelford.  This year the award ceremony will be held on the 20th September.  Having 
attended the ceremony on a number of other years it is a really nice event that brings like-
minded people together.  I have copied the categories off the website below: 
 

• Best kept garden overall 
• Best kept small garden 
• Best kept large garden 
• Best kept vegetable garden 
• Best new tenant's garden (April 2018 - April 2019) 
• Best sheltered housing scheme communal gardens 
• Best family garden 
• Best community garden 
• Best window box or container garden 
• Best greenhouse (vegetables) 
• Best greenhouse (flowers) 
• Carol Johnson best wildflower garden award 
• Best wildlife garden 

More information can be found on the SCDC website if you have parishioners in your parish 
that are interested in taking part.   

Green energy grants 

Some months ago I supported the Council and voted in favour of the Council taking steps 
towards a zero-carbon future by 2050.  As part of this SCDC will be allowing community 
projects to bid for grants between £1000 and £15,000 each to spend on projects that make 
their communities more green.  There will be £90,000 this year to bid for in this financial 
year.  The criteria for applying for grants can be found on the SCDC website. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Production of a strategic outline business for the A10 
 
The Combined Authority has moved a step closer to getting much needed improvements to 
the stretch of single carriageway between Cambridge and Ely.  Around 18,000 vehicles are 
already using this corridor daily and are often getting stuck in large amounts of congestion.  
The issue of the A10 is especially important in our district given the large amount of new 
homes and jobs that will be created as part of our Local Plan seeing us through until 2031.  
The additional homes and employments sites indicated within the Local Plan will of course 
apply pressure to the A10 with new communities and businesses using the route to access 
their place of work and travel to and from the city.   
 
I believe the case for upgrading the A10 is very strong so support the business case being 
developed which will put us in a good position to acquire funds from central Government to 
upgrade this stretch of road.  The key thing that will need to be demonstrated to the 
Government is that the upgrade will deliver economic benefits to the surrounding area 
which I am convinced an upgrade will do, hopefully putting us in a strong position to access 
this funding.  I believe it will be easy to demonstrate that a number of economies could be 
connected together in Cambridge, East Cambridgeshire, Fenland and importantly in our 
district making business opportunities along with job/educational opportunities more 
accessible.   
 
It is important that the district council continues to focus on good public transport links in 
and out of our new developments in the short-term via Park and Rides, better cycle and bus 
links.  In the medium-term additional rail stations (such as Cambridge South, Soham Station 
and relocation of the station at Waterbeach).  Long-term a Cambridge metro linking high 
population areas around Cambridge City directly into the centre.  I do not shy away from 
having long term goals like the metro despite many residents saying “this will never 
happen” because I think it is always good to have a goal that may be more difficult to 
achieve but the right thing to do.  We must continue to keep focused on delivering these 
public transport links so that we don’t continuously play catch up with road infrastructure.   
 
Illegally parked caravans in the greenbelt at Willingham removed 
 
Eight caravans illegally parked at a greenbelt site in Willingham were removed by the Police 
and Enforcement agents in March after a High Court order.  The caravans occupied by the 
travelling community had been illegally parked on this site since August last year.  A number 
of attempts had been made to get the travelling community to move voluntarily however 
this was not successful (this is a huge shame because it prevents the Council from taking out 
legal and enforcement action at the taxpayer’s expense).  The High Court injunction stated 
that the caravans had to leave 19/02/2019.  This also unfortunately did not happen which 
meant that the caravans were in contempt of court resulting in enforcement officers and 
the police taking the action they did in March.  There was a large amount of waste left at 
the site which was cleared by Greater Cambridge Shared Waste Service (again at the 
expense of the tax payer).  There had also been a warrant undertaken by the police for this 
site where suspected stolen items were uncovered and rather distressingly 102 dogs were 
left in the care of the RSPCA following a number of arrests.   
 



Given this recent incident and a number of similar incidences across SCDC, I was pleased to 
see that the Government have set out measures to make it easier for officers to intervene 
and remove travellers from land they should not be on.  The Home Secretary will consider 
making it a criminal offence to set up such camps as it is currently defined in law as 
Trespassing which is a civil matter. I hope now that the consultation has been complete the 
Government will take steps to strengthen the law.  I have copied the statement from the 
Home Secretary and Communities Secretary below from the Government website where 
the consultation and polices are detailed.  
 
 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-announces-plans-to-tackle-illegal-
traveller-sites 

 

Home Secretary Sajid Javid said: 

The vast majority of travellers are law-abiding citizens - but illegal sites often give an unfair, 
negative image of their community and cause distress and misery to those who live nearby. 

There is a widespread perception that the law does not apply to travellers and that is deeply 
troubling. 

The result of our initial consultation was clear - people want to see greater protection for 
local communities and for the police to be given greater power to crack down on trespassers. 

Communities Secretary Rt Hon James Brokenshire MP said: 

During our consultation, we have heard accounts of needless and unacceptable noise, 
abusive and threatening behaviour and extensive litter and waste from illegal traveller sites. 

Only a small minority of people are causing this distress, but it’s right that police are given 
extra powers to step in. 

We are committed to working with councils to help them deal with these challenging cases, 
while also ensuring travellers have good access to legal sites. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-announces-plans-to-tackle-illegal-traveller-sites
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-announces-plans-to-tackle-illegal-traveller-sites


Government informs the Council of £227 million to remove water recycling centre 

£227 million of Government funding will be set aside to relocate the water recycling centre 
with an aim to develop the large brownfield site on which it is situated.  This funding was 
announced in the Spring statement on the 13th March 2019 (which most people would have 
missed completely due to Brexit kicking off).  As residents in the Fen Ditton and Fulbourn 
ward will know the site sits in close proximity to Cambridge North Station, the guided 
busway and science parks.  Locally we will receive the full amount that was bid for under the 
Housing Infrastructure fund which means this site is now unlocked although this will raise a 
number of questions regarding relocation of the site to somewhere else in South 
Cambridgeshire and the usual transport issues, planning considerations etc.  This brownfield 
site could deliver 7000-8000 homes and thousands of jobs in the North East of Cambridge.   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for taking the time to read my report; if you have any questions or want to 
discuss any of the issues raised email me on graham.cone@councillor.online or ring 
07595361285 (please leave a voice mail if I am unavailable) 

         Councillor Graham Cone 
 

mailto:graham.cone@councillor.online

