
St. Nicholas’ church is alive and growing. It has a long history of service to the Parish 

of Great Wilbraham where the residents have for centuries poured their faith, joy, 

sorrow, labour and love. Today in 2019 villagers come to the church and churchyard 

for many reasons: some to find peace in a time of trouble, some to meet their friends 

and have a cup of tea, others to have their faith renewed and reinforced. Few people 

are oblivious to the special atmosphere that exists in such an ancient and precious 

building and landscape - where our ancestors have lived, loved, laughed and died. 

The church is kept open during the day and volunteers keep it clean, tidy and looking 

welcoming with fresh flowers. The churchyard, which holds a special place in many 

villagers’ hearts, is also maintained completely by volunteers who give their most 

precious gift – their time, to maintain it for visitors and wildlife alike. People often 

question the relevance of the church in life today. In Great Wilbraham the church is 

here, as it has always been here, to be a welcoming and caring presence in the 

community, whether this is by running the Happy/ Sad club at school, visiting the 

house bound or bereaved or simply holding the regular Wednesday and Sunday 

services. 

A number of occasions in 2018 saw the church overflowing with standing room only 

– these were the Christmas Eve Lessons and Carols service and four large village 

funerals. The Wednesday Church service for families has proved very popular and the 

bells have a new lease of life with a band of fresh ringers being trained and the baffles 

altered so they can be heard more clearly. 

This year we welcome a curate – Miles Pateman who will be working with Alice and 

Rex Buckley, a retired vicar from Cheshire, this will help spread the load of a single 

Vicar/ Rector covering four parishes. Please welcome them if you meet them in true 

Great Wilbraham style.     


