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Report to Great Wilbraham Parish Council, January 2019 

from District Councillors Claire Daunton and John Williams 

Cllr.Daunton@scambs.gov.uk, John.Williams@cambidgeshire.gov.uk 

This report will cover: Housing Strategy; Cambridge Northern Fringe; Ice Rink; 

Planning consultation; South Cambs budget. We present factual information we hope 

will be of interest to the parish community. 

 

1. Housing Strategy, 2018-2022: CONSULTATION 

South Cambs and the City launched their joint Housing Strategy discussion document 

‘Homes for the Future’ in December 2018 with a closing date of 25th January 2019 

for comments. https://www.scambs.gov.uk/comment-on-homes-for-our-future-the-

greater-cambridge-housing-strategy/. It is a well-written, well-presented document, 

worth taking time to read through and comment on. It also contains some statistics 

which will be of use and interest to local communities. Here are some key points: 

 

There are seven priorities:  

increasing the delivery of homes, including affordable housing; diversifying the 

housing market and accelerating delivery; achieving a high standard of design and 

quality of new homes and communities; improving housing conditions and making 

the best use of existing homes; promoting health and well-being through housing; 

preventing and tackling rough sleeping and homelessness; working with key partners 

to innovate and maximise resources. 

Some statistics from the document to put these priorities into context: 

Gross household income for South Cambs :£43,700 median; £25,300 lower quartile; 

Of existing households: 35% are on incomes lower than £30,000 and 26% have 

middle incomes between £30,000 and £50,000 

Average house price:  South Cambs: £433, 388 

Lower quartile price to income ratio, South Cambs: 11.5 

Median monthly cost to rent 2-bed house, South Cambs: £893 

Local Housing Allowance, 2-bed house £647 for Greater Cambridge 

This is a snapshot from the valuable statistical information to be found in one of the 

annexes to the document, p.51-54. 

mailto:Cllr.Daunton@scambs.gov.uk
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/comment-on-homes-for-our-future-the-greater-cambridge-housing-strategy/
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These and other statistics provide hard evidence of what is generally known: Greater 

Cambridge is a magnet for jobs and education but increasingly an expensive place to 

live and a place where housing of all kinds remains in short supply. Working together 

Cambridge City and South Cambs District Council are developing a local plan to 

establish the number of homes needed and to assess the housing requirements of 

groups with specific needs.  There will be an emphasis on social and affordable 

rented homes as part of the wider mix of affordable housing. Attention will be paid 

to the changing needs of older people; to the demand for housing by essential local 

workers and to the needs of the travelling community. Use will be made of new 

community surveys and focus groups to improve the design and planning of new 

communities; and there will be choice for those who aspire to design and build their 

own homes or to consider the purchase of modular homes. There will be an 

emphasis on good design, designing for quality living: a recognition that a well-

designed house and streetscape is a place where people will want to live and create 

sustainable communities. This is not wishful thinking. 

 

Affordable and Essential Worker Housing 

The majority of  affordable homes will be provided by private developers and the 

Council will be active in working with them to ensure that 40% of all homes on sites 

of 10 or more will be affordable dwellings of which: 70% social housing for rent; 30% 

intermediate, with all affordable rented homes to have rents, including service 

charges, capped at the Local Housing Allowance Rate, with the preference always to 

be for social rent rather than affordable rent.  Both the City and South Cambs are 

committed to building new council homes, with a programme for South Cambs to 

build at least 200 new council homes over 5 years, with ambitions to double this 

number following the lifting of the borrowing cap. There will be an emphasis by both 

Councils on the provision of essential worker (broadly defined) housing, and a 

possibility of covenants for key local workers. This will go hand in hand with aiming 

to ensure business growth across the District and attempts to diminish the scale of 

business bunching so there is less travelling between work & home, City and villages. 
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Housing for Older People 

Again, this is an area of concern that is widely recognized: the population is ageing 

and housing for older people has not kept pace with the ways and the pace at which 

we age and continue to live. Both City and South Cambs have a number of sheltered 

housing scheme which already provide a mix of dwellings for those of differing 

abilities in older age. But new models of older age housing need to be explored, 

including both extra-care housing and the potential for establishing a retirement 

village. South Cambs is particularly keen on exploring this latter option. One aim is to 

have around 7% of homes as specialist housing for older people, where the size of 

the development makes this practicable. This could take the form of care-ready type 

accommodation or extra care. 

 

Design and Sustainability 

Both Councils are committed to driving up standards for environmental sustainability 

including on-site renewable energy and low carbon technologies and developing a 

joint sustainable design and construction SPD. South Cambs current housing stock is 

already subject to significant improvements in terms of energy efficiency and work 

will continue to make best use of new technology and building materials when 

renovating or updating current housing stock. Good maintenance is essential 

Equally, good design means attention to detail and making the best use of 

contemporary resources and technologies; this includes future=proofing houses for 

ageing, making sure that houses meet nationally described space standards; that 

housing developments respect their surroundings. 

Attention to the design of housing and the space around housing is particularly 

important in South Cambs where developments are often within or close to long-

established village settlements with a mix of housing styles and sizes, including listed 

buildings and larger historic fabric considerations.  There will be a particular 

emphasis on design, and efforts to hold developers to account on following through 

agreed design statements and delivery of quality settlements. 
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Exception Sites and Village development 

The sustainability and quality of village life is a concern. There is a need to tackle 

traffic congestion by making villages places where people can both live and work, 

avoiding the need for travel to work where possible. Here it is crucial  o work closely 

with the GPC and Comibined Authority on the delivery of a sustainable transport 

plan.  It will be important to sustain home-working by providing housing that allows 

this to happen and by developing sites for small businesses.  This means taking a 

sensitive, sensible and sustainable approach to exception sites in and near villages 

whilst having a rigorous approach to green belt encroachment. Housing 

development officers will need to work closely with village communities and focus 

groups to work out what is sustainable and what enhances village life and 

community well being. The provision of Neighbourhood Plans and Village Design 

Statements will help inform developments, particularly where these are informed by 

considerations for the future health and sustainability of communities of all ages. 

 

Diversifying the Housing Market and Accelerating Delivery 

Both Councils are committed to carrying out further research to identify the need 

and demand for purpose-built private sector rented housing. They are also 

committed to working with developers on modular built schemes and to making it 

possible for more self-build schemes. There will be review of planning and of 

outstanding planning permissions to ensure that schemes are built out in a timely 

manner and to the agreed design specifications. Further, there will be an exploration 

of what role houses of multiple occupation (HMOs) could play locally in providing an 

affordable housing option for single people. In addition South Cambs will seek 

opportunities, where viable for its investment arm, Ermine Street Housing, to be an 

active private sector landlord for new developments in our District, including the 

potential to deliver and manage HMOs. In all situations the work will be alongside 

local communities to secure the development they need and want. 

 

Poverty, Loneliness and Health Issues 

The document recognizes the close connection between housing, health and 

economic well-being. Historians of housing have long documented the ways in which 
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improvements to housing have impacted on the health and well-being of the nation, 

and the situation today is no exception. Both the City and South Cambs have 

committed to working with partners to help prevent homelessness; and to help 

shape the county-wide review of housing related support to ensure that Districts can 

continue to meet their homelessness obligations effectively. South Cambs is 

committed to publishing a separate Homeless Strategy this year. Both Councils will 

also work together to tackle the difficulties experienced by people on low incomes 

working to ensure an effective and affordable supply of homes to rent through the 

private sector. More recently some market homes provided on our own new 

developments have been bought back. The use of Bed and Breakfast 

accommodation will be kept to an absolute minimum. South Cambs is also 

committed to taking full account of the problems of loneliness and isolation in 

respect of housing provision, particularly where this affects the elderly and young 

people on low incomes struggling to find suitable accommodation. Housing officers 

are trained to deal with these situations, but more can and will be done. Housing 

and Health providers already work closely together but there is a commitment to 

strengthen these. 

 

2. Cambridge Northern Fringe East (CNFE) 

This is the large brown-field site (150 hectares/370.6 acres) adjacenty to the Science Park. 

Cambridge North rail station and the A14 at the Milton interchange. There will be much 

more to report in the future if and when a Housing Infrastructure Bid to central government 

comes good (the outcome of the bid should be known in late February), but the City and 

South Cambs have already begun work on an Area Action Plan. We have reported on this in 

the past but can now indicate that a document is about to be released for consultation. 

Parishes in the area, including in this Ward, will want to comment on proposals, particularly 

in relation to transport along the A14, along with the future use of Cambridge North station 

at the heart of this development and the increase in cycle ways and footpaths in the area. 

If successful this area could become a leading example of a mixed development at the 

junction of City and South Cambs using new technologies to enhance work and living, with 

excellent transport links in several directions. There should be many benefits to developing 

a residential area within walking distance of employment, Cambridge Regional College and 



 6 

public transport but as the development will focus on public transport and car-free living, it 

will be important from the start to ensure that transport from the area to other parts of the 

District is adequate and appropriate, with particular emphasis on ensuring good 

connectivity across and along the A14, and the development of better rail links. It is 

important in all of this that the eastern edge of the District (our Ward) is catered for.  The 

development will be challenging, but if brought to a successful conclusion could have 

significant beneficial long-term effects for the whole area. The area is currently mixed use, 

light industrial, rail sidings and station, science park buildings, water treatment plant. It is 

intended that elements of the current mix should remain and added to that will be 

residential, retail, commercial, cultural and leisure facilities. 

 

3. Ice Rink 

I simply attach here, as an addendum to this report, a press release which was put out by 

South Cambsin December 2018, indicating the decision to make available additional loan 

funding to enable the Ice Rink on Newmarket Road to proceed to completion. The press 

release provides significant background on the history of the ice rink project and its 

potential benefits to the local and winder community. There was cross-party concern over 

the need for additional loan funding to enable this project (delayed for some time for 

various reasons) to come to completion. A considerable level of due diligence was then 

done before additional loan funding was made available, and only to be taken after other 

sources had been drawn down. The Lead Member Finance (Cllr John Williams) held further 

recent meetings with the project firm over the past two weeks and has now agreed the final 

draw-down of the loan,  on the strict terms and timing which the Council set. 

 

4.Community Involvement in Planning 

A  joint consultation document  ‘Statement of Community Invoivement” is due for release 

by the City and South Cambs in relation to planning.  Parish Councils are encouraged to 

consider and respond to the document. As soon as it is released (early/mid February) we 

will send a further note concerning the dates for the consultation. 

 

The introduction states that the document ‘sets out how we will consult and engage with 

you in relation to the majority of our planning functions, with the overarching aim of 
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engaging with communities in an effective, efficient and meaningful way both now and in 

the future. We would encourage you, as residents and stakeholders, to use this Statement 

of Community Involvement (SCI) and the protocols set within it, to hold the Authorities to 

account and ensure that all local people have sufficient opportunities to have their say.’ 

 

The reasons for the document are: significant changes in development management and 

planning policy procedures since the last SCI, including new town and country planning 

regulations (Act of 2017) and the Localism Act of 2011 which introduced the opportunities 

of Neighbourhood Plans. The consultation covers a number of important areas to which 

parish councils will want to respond. 

 

5.South Cambs Budget 

There will be more up-to-date information at the time of the meeting, following detailed 

discussion at  the Council’s Scrutiny and Overview committee on 22nd January. Here, as an 

introduction are some of the significant points in relation to the forthcoming budget: 

 

1. A quarter of the money spent on services by South Cambridgeshire District Council is expected to 

be generated from the Council’s investments within five years. The Council has announced the plans 

to offset cuts to national funding by investing to generate an income which will support services locally 

as part of publishing its proposed budget for 2019/20 and financial strategy up until 2023/24. 

 

2. By the end of March 2024, Council investments are forecasted to return an income of just over £5 

million a year which will be used to protect the services people want and need. 

The Council already generates around £2 million a year, but Liberal Democrat councillors who took 

control of the Council in May, want to make sure that income is generated from a range of 

investments so there is a balanced portfolio delivering on the needs of people in the district. In the 

past income had mainly been generated from Ermine Street Housing – the Council’s private sector 

housing company. 

 

2. Leading councillors have said that they must invest to balance the books and protect services, but 

also want to ensure that investments make a positive contribution to the area. 

Investments could include investing to help provide space for small and growing businesses which will 

fill a recognised gap and make a return for the Council. This will also help create businesses grow 

and create new jobs for local people. 

  

3. The Council also wants to invest to deliver improvements in communities that have not been 

delivered commercially by the private sector. This could help deliver more homes or facilities for 



 8 

communities or improve the green credentials of a development to make sure it is of the highest 

standard. The Council recently demonstrated its green commitments by unanimously pledging to 

support an ambitious target of cutting local carbon emissions across the district to zero by 2050. 

Green investments are expected on the Council buildings to improve environmental standards deliver 

a financial return as well as the Council exploring new opportunities in the district. 

  

4. Councillors have also stressed that they are keen to partner with the private sector to develop 

larger schemes, so the risks and profits can be shared. This may also give the opportunity to increase 

the levels of social housing delivered. In the reports published today (Monday 14 January), a £5 per 

year increase in Council Tax for the average band D home is also proposed. This is the equivalent of 

10 extra pence per week. 

 

5. The Council’s average band D charge for 2019/20 is proposed to be £145.31, retaining its place as 

one of the lowest taxing district councils in the country. Leading councillors have said that the 

Government’s Fair Funding Review, which expected to reallocate money to councils who look after 

adult social care, and an expected cut in the money the Council will keep from business rates mean 

that it would store up future problems by not increasing Council Tax now. Even with the proposed £5 

annual increase next year, a further £3 million must be saved over the next five years. The Council’s 

total budget it has available to spend on services in 2019/20 is nearly £21 million. 

 

6. The Council’s business plan will also be discussed and agreed alongside its budget. The business 

plan sets out the areas the Council will focus on. Following a public consultation that closed earlier 

this month, almost 80% of people agreed with the priorities and areas of focus put forward. The four 

priorities put forward for consultation were, economic development, housing that is affordable for 

everyone to live in, climate and environment and a 21st century council. The Council’s Scrutiny and 

Overview Committee will be reviewing the consultation responses next week and making 

recommendations to Cabinet in advance of the detailed business plan being finalised and discussed 

by all councillors at the budget setting meeting on 21 February. 

 

7. South Cambridgeshire District Council’s Lead Member for Finance, Cllr John Williams, said: “This 

administration is determined to not just make business investments to help fund and retain services 

for our communities in the face of hard national cuts to our funding. We want to take a different 

approach and invest where we can also make a positive contribution to the communities we serve. 

For example, we know that there are gaps in availability of suitable spaces for small and growing 

businesses and we think we can invest to help fill some of those. This will turn a profit for us to 

reinvest in core services but also help businesses thrive. Economic development is one of the areas 

people have told us they want us to focus on and we know we can help create new jobs for local 

people. “Although we are on a sound financial footing, we also recognise the challenges forthcoming 

changes to Government policy may give us in balancing the books. If we were not to increase Council 

Tax by a small amount now we would be storing up problems later down the line which would 

increase the risk of us needing to cut services which is something our communities have told us they 

do not want.” 
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8. Cllr Bridget Smith, Leader of South Cambridgeshire District Council, said: “We are really grateful for 

the feedback we had from our communities on the priorities we plan to focus on. We are now 

assessing all that information before finalising it for Councillors to discuss next month. We want the 

plan to stretch us as this will make sure we serve the people we represent in the best way possible. “I 

was really pleased to see the overwhelmingly positive response during the consultation to our 

ambitious plans to do more than ever before to protect the environment as we want South 

Cambridgeshire to be green to its core. This will range from stepping up our efforts to tackle fly tipping 

and diverting waste from landfill, to looking for ways we can make homes more efficient, so they are 

cheaper to run and therefore affordable for everyone to live in.” 
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ADDENDIUM: ICE RINK PRESS RELEASE: DECEMBER 2018 

Councillors support loan additional funding to keep ice rink on track 

Councillors have approved additional loan funding of up to £550,000 to enable the 

completion of a permanent ice rink in South Cambridgeshire. The District Council had 

already agreed in September 2016 to provide a £1.85 million loan to Cambridge Leisure and 

Ice Centre (CLIC) for the new venue, which is being built off Newmarket Road on the edge 

of Cambridge. Councillors have said that the decision to support the additional loan was 

driven by the objective of delivering a high-quality community sporting venue that will benefit 

the health and wellbeing of residents.  Up to 25 new jobs are expected to be created by the 

rink. The 56 metre by 26 metre ice pad will meet the requirements of the International Ice 

Hockey Federation, allowing visiting teams from around the world to play ice hockey. The 

additional funding was approved at a Full Council meeting yesterday (Thursday 29 

November). This comes after the authority’s Scrutiny and Overview Committee had already 

discussed in detail an independent assessment that states the additional funding will enable 

the building to be completed. 

  

Building work on the site, which is being leased by Marshall of Cambridge to CLIC, began in 

November 2017. However, progress was halted following the discovery of 194 small 

grenades dating back to World War Two. Specialist contractors had to be brought in to 

assess the entire site and ensure it was safe for construction to continue. Building work re-

commenced in late January, but the delay resulted in further costs.  The Council’s loan 

funding will only be released in stages as phases of work are completed. 

 South Cambridgeshire District Council’s Lead Cabinet Member for Finance, Cllr John 

Williams, said: “We thought long and hard about whether we should grant this additional 

funding. However, we all want this ice rink to be a fantastic facility that our residents can 

enjoy for many years. This is about us investing in a community facility that will benefit the 

health and wellbeing of our residents. On the basis of an independent assessment of the 

project so far, we understand the additional funding will enable the ice rink to be completed 

to the exacting standards required and then go on to become a valuable community asset. 

Additionally, I’m pleased our cross-party Scrutiny and Overview Committee has gone 

through this proposal in great detail, with some excellent debate, and given it their backing.” 

  

Professor Bill Harris, Chairman of CLIC, said: “Since the day we found unexploded ordnance 

from World War Two on the site and had to spend time and money to clear it up and make it 

totally safe, building this ice rink for the community has been a challenge for the charitable 

company, Cambridge Leisure and Ice Centre (CLIC) to deliver on time. But after more than 

twenty years of continuous effort from CLIC, a few grenades weren't going to stop us, and 

now thanks to the loan from South Cambridgeshire District Council at this stage, we can 

finish the project soon. A range of measures to speed up the outstanding construction work 

is under evaluation with the aim of opening the venue as early as possible next year. The 

anticipated launch date will be announced very soon.” 
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