
County Councillor Report to Great Wilbraham Parish Council 
 

 
1. The Mayor’s bus review was published yesterday.  It recommends a transport authority for 
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough, Direct Transport Response services for villages and 
recommends that the Combined Authority develops a Business Case comparison of 
alternative delivery models, including both Enhanced Partnership and Franchising (perhaps 
just for rural services, in compliance with the requirements of the Bus Services Act 2017.  
Changes to rural services would start from 2022. I’ve been meeting county officers to be 
reassured that the 18 bus service will continue running in the new financial year.  
Preparations are being made to re-tender the services because there’s a possibility that the 
operators will deregister some of them before the Mayor makes a decision on continuing to 
support them – the operators have to give 46 days’ notice of withdrawal, so will do so at the 
beginning of next month.  I understand that funding will be provided but I have yet ti be 
reassured that the 18 will continue beyond the expiry of the contract in September.  
 
2. The consultation on the budget plans of the Cambridgeshire & Peterborough Combined 
Authority was launched on 3 December, over the Christmas period, leaving only 22 working 
days to respond.  Under the Combined Authority’s Budget Framework Procedure Rules 
(contained in the Combined Authority’s constitution at Chapter 7, Section 4.3) this is the very 
minimum period permitted.  It is also noteworthy that this minimal consultation is taking place 
in the midst of considerable turbulence at the Combined Authority.  Questions have been 
asked about the escalating revenue costs of running the Combined Authority, now over £5M 
per annum and rising, compared to the Mayor’s promised figure of £850K.  The authority’s 
fourth Chief Financial Officer in 18 months was unexpectedly sacked shortly before the 
consultation was opened, for challenging the affordability of some of the Combined 
Authority’s many promised schemes.  The Combined Authority’s finances are very much 
under the spotlight. And yet the proposals published for consultation are the same as those 
presented to the Combined Authority Scrutiny Committee and the Combined Authority Board 
before the unexpected departure of the Chief Financial Officer. 
 
2. Many councils have a huge overspend in special needs funding for children.  In 
Cambridgeshire this is expected to be £8.4M in 2019/20. The Schools Forum has agreed to 
move £1.7M into special needs funding from the Dedicated Schools Grant, which would 
normally go directly to schools — meaning that a typical two-form entry primary school would 
‘lose’ £7,500 into funding of support for children with special needs.The overspend is a result 
of rapidly rising numbers of children with special needs.  In Cambridgeshire the number of 
children attending special schools rose by 20 per cent between 2017 and 2018, with a 13 
per cent increase in the number of children with an Education Health & Care Plan. The 
government recently announced an additional £125M nationally to support council spending 
on special needs this year, and the same amount next year.  The actual national overspend 
is £536M each year, but every little helps, as they say.  However in announcing this 
spending, the Government said:  
 
“Prior to this announcement, a number of local authorities will have already proposed to 
move funding from the schools block to the high needs block of the DSG in 2019 to 2020.  
With additional funding now confirmed for the high needs block, we expect these local 
authorities will want to review their proposals.” 
 
If that is a thinly veiled demand that Cambridgeshire must stop moving money from the 
schools block into the high needs block, in return for its share of the £125M, that will be 
rather less helpful. 
 
John Williams 
24 January 2019 


