
County Councillor Report to Great Wilbraham Parish Council 
 

 
1.  Station Road Fulbourn will be closed to through traffic for five days from 3rd to 7th 
December to enable UK Power Networks to work on the local electricity grid in the vicinity of 
number 77. This is being done by UK Power Networks under its rights as a utility provider. 
I have been in touch with the County Council school transport department to ensure that 
arrangements are in hand for Great Wilbraham students. The College should be advising 
those students who are affected.  UK Power Networks has also promised to notify the 
businesses in the industrial units in Wilbraham Road and at Queens Farm and the Fulbourn 
Mill to ensure HCVs are also diverted as appropriate. The Newmarket bus will divert via the 
A11 I'm told. Pedestrians and cyclists will not be affected and access for emergency vehicles 
will be maintained.  If you require further information about the road closure contact UK 
Power Networks on 0800 141 3344 and quote reference UKPN 2040 120066838. 
 
2.  The Government is giving £6.6m to Cambridgeshire County Council to deal with highway 
potholes this coming winter.  Last winter the County spent £6.3m on potholes using money 
from the Government which was clearly not enough. 
 
3. The Combined Authority (CA) has had 4 interim finance directors in its 18 month 
existence.  The new Interim Finance director seems to be at least making a major effort to 
get a grip.  One of the many concerns is that there is no distinction in the budget so far 
between revenue and capital spending.   
Interim Transport Plan: 
 
4. The CA is starting the process of commissioning the next Local Transport Plan.  They 
have a hugely ambitious time-scale for trying to get this produced, (they hope to get it done 
next year).  The document which went to the Board (and Scrutiny) was just the outline brief 
for the consultants they are planning to employ to do this work.  There is likely to be 
consultation on the plan in the spring, so we all need to make sure our communities are 
aware of the consultation and feed-back at the right time.  The CA Scrutiny Committee 
expressed concerns over the level of consultation specifically with the District Councils, 
whose planning role means it is crucial they are consulted, and also the level of consultation 
and willingness of the CA to listen to views more generally. 
 
5.  It is also concerning that the publication of the promised review into local bus services 
has been delayed.  Its findings were due to be made public this month.  The County Council 
will have no funding for local bus services after 31 March next year. 
 
6. As you would have read in the lcal news media during August the Chief Executives of all 
the constituent organisations of the CA (except East Cambridgeshire) wrote to Martin 
Whiteley (then CEO of the CA) expressing serious concerns about the way the CA was 
being run.  That letter was released under FOI rules last month.  There have also been press 
reports about the £94,000 payment made to Martin Whiteley following his abrupt departure 
from the CA also in August following the above.  The CA Scrutiny Committee was shocked 
to learn that the legal advice James Palmer is quoting regarding that payment was from an 
“independent” lawyer, and the CA lawyer (now acting CEO) said she didn’t know where the 
advice came from and had no knowledge of it.  The CA Board also did not authorise the 
£94,000 payment. 
 
7. The Ely By-pass opened last week having cost £13 million more than its budget.  Why is 
this important to you?  Because this additional money will come from a loan which 
Cambridgeshire County Council has to pay back from the council’s revenue budget.  It is 
estimated that this will amount to around £400,000 a year, money which would otherwise be 
spent on frontline services across the county.  Papers released under FOI suggest this 



amount of overspend could have been avoided if Ely councillors had not pushed for a quick 
delivery. 
 
8. I mentioned in my previous report that enforcement cameras have been introduced for the 
bus only road serving Cambridge railway station.  Given the high number of tickets issued 
additional signing is to be put in place to supplement the legally required notice. 
 
 
John Williams 
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