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Village design statements 
 
There was a successful bid by the Conservative group at the beginning of the year for 
funding to allow the authority to support parish councils in carrying out character 
assessments that capture what is unique about their areas.  These are designed to help 
insure that new developments reflect the communities in which they are situated.  
£130,000 was approved by the Ministry of Housing, communities and local government as 
part of the first wave of its planning delivery fund.  Following SCDC being successful in 
acquiring the £130,000 parish councils were asked to apply for a share of this funding to 
assist them in developing village design statements.  There was a great deal of interest in 
the program with 18 expressions of interest received.  The planning portfolio holder has 
made the final decision on which applications best met the criteria.   
 
Within the Fulbourn and Fen Ditton ward, two of the parish councils applied (Fulbourn and 
Great Wilbraham).  I am pleased that Fulbourn parish council has been successful in their 
application and will now receive the funding to go ahead with their design statement 
however Great Wilbraham was not selected this time.  It was felt that Great Wilbraham’s 
needs would be better addressed through the development of the next Local Plan or in 
identifying rural housing exception sites.  Great Wilbraham’s parish council had offered 
match funding and SCDC officers hope that they will be able to work with them to channel 
this funding to address their challenges.   
 
If other parish councils within the Fulbourn and Fen Ditton ward would like to consider a 
village design statement, there is a large amount of information on the SCDC website but 
below I have included what a village design statement is and is not for quick reference.   
 

A new Village Design Statement is: 

• a collaboration between your village community and us – you are not expected to do 
all the work yourself. 

• design focused – looking at how buildings, streets, spaces landscape and materials 
come together to create areas with distinctive identity and character. 

• a forward-looking document – aiming to make new development the best quality it 
can be, enhancing your village. 

• a way to provide more locally specific detail, which is consistent with other policies 
within our Local Plan. 

 

 

 

 



A new Village Design Statement is not: 

• A way of proposing new development sites in your area. It is not a plan making 
document. 

• a means to stop new development – it is a tool to help assess how new planning 
applications can enhance the character of your area. 

• a neighbourhood plan or parish plan – it can be cross-referenced within one of those 
plans, but it will be a separate document adopted as SPD. 

• a conservation area appraisal or a heritage assessment. The quality of historic 
buildings may form part of the assessment of what makes your village distinctive, but 
the focus is on the character of the village now and in the future, not what has 
happened in the past. 

(SCDC website) 

Congestion charge 
 
The congestion charge has again come up on the political agenda. District Councillors voted 
on two previous occasions to oppose the congestion charge but at the July Full Council 
meeting the issue came back a third time and the new Liberal Democrat administration 
enthusiastically backed the imposition of such a tax.  I have always voted against a 
congestion charge and did so on this occasion again.   
 
Supporters of this tax often refer to congestion charges in London, and sometimes 
Stockholm, as models of what they want to achieve. But these are not relevant to where we 
live, because both London and Stockholm have excellent public transport systems. The 
London Underground and its 270 stations are well known to us, Stockholm's Metro has 100 
stations, and is well designed and efficient. Our Mayor, James Palmer, is working hard to 
bring us an excellent metro system of our own, but right now our public transport is very 
substandard, and driving is a necessity for some people. 
 
When Cambridge City Council developed its detailed proposals in 2008 it drew the boundary 
of the charge area along the A14.  Such a boundary would create chaos in some villages as 
visitors from outside would park their cars in the surrounding streets to avoid paying.  A key 
feature of the City’s proposal was that residents of Cambridge City would not pay the tax, 
but residents of South Cambridgeshire would have to. Any new proposal is almost certain to 
have the same feature.  Villages like Teversham and Little Wilbraham with limited bus 
services are often left with little option but to drive to certain locations in or through the 
City.  In villages and in the country side, driving can be a necessity whereas in the city driving 
is often a luxury.  It is therefore wholly unfair that country dwellers should pay the tax whilst 
city dwellers are exempt in my opinion.   
 
The national Government under various different political administrations has done little to 
address that £944 was spent per capita on transport in London compared to £333 in the 
East of England.  Given Cambridgeshire’s success in creating new businesses and 
employment I will continue to remind MPs of this fact.   
https://researchbriefings.parliament.uk/ResearchBriefing/Summary/CBP-8130 

https://researchbriefings.parliament.uk/ResearchBriefing/Summary/CBP-8130


Waterbeach new town – Draft supplementary planning documents (SPD) 

 
At the scrutiny and overview committee held on Tuesday 14th August the committee was 
asked to consider whether the consultation statement should go forward for public 
consultation.  In short, the committee agreed that the document should go forward for 
consultation but with a clear view of what is expected from it.  This new development will 
be hugely important for our district and has been allocated within SCDC’s emerging Local 
Plan for approximately 8000-9000 homes alongside community facilities and necessary 
infrastructure.  I know a number of the parish councils within the Fulbourn and Fen Ditton 
ward have already been involved with the consultation and I am sure will want to continue 
to be involved in the consultation on the SPD.  The 190-page document can be found on the 
SCDC website.   
 
Question on Ermine Street Housing to Finance portfolio holder 
 
At the last full Council meeting I put forward the following question to the portfolio holder 
for finance “Does the new administration intend to continue operating our successful 
Ermine Street Housing Limited?”.  The answer from the portfolio holder was “yes”.  My 
response to this was as follows “I am glad the new administration will be continuing to reap 
the rewards of Ermine Street Housing which brings a huge amount of money into this council 
so we can deliver vital services for our residents. Can I ask why the new administration has 
had a change of tone given that in literature sent to our residents they have said the 
following: 
 

• Liberal Democrat Councillors will continue to challenge the ethics and the risk 
associated with the company 

• Other Councils have walked away from such schemes believing them to be a risky 
gamble with tax payers’ money 

• Lending up to £35 million has put vital public services at risk 
 

I could go on but surely some of these messages are misleading given you will now be 
continuing to run the company.”   
 
The new portfolio holder for finance explained that they would be changing the way in 
which the company would be run but gave no details on how the company would change 
and the implications this would have on its current status as an ethical landlord and its 
profit margins.   
 
Motion put forward to SCDC on recycling 
 
The following motion was put forward to Full Council “The issue of single use plastics is high 
in the public consciousness and the council has a significant opportunity to reduce usage in 
South Cambridgeshire through its role as a service provider, procurement agency, employer 
and advocate.  I voted in favour of this motion as I believe that the Government is already 
doing a huge amount nationally to promote recycling and raise awareness of single use 
plastics.  I think the national Government could go further still and I hope that some of the 



measures consulted on over the last few months will be seen favourably in this year’s 
budget.   
 
Locally SCDC has always had a good record on recycling with the implementation of the blue 
bins (which was opposed by the Liberal Democrats) and rigorous methods put in place at 
recycling plants.  I believe the Council could do more to set an example by becoming a single 
use plastic free council by the end of 2018, promote refill schemes and increase 
communication with businesses which is why I supported the Liberal Democrat motion (I 
will never oppose for the sake of opposing).   
 
Universal credit implementation scrutinised 
 
In my last report I had done a piece on the implementation on Universal Credit (UC).  I had 
raised at the previous scrutiny meeting that this was an area that I felt was important to be 
scrutinised by the committee.  The Scrutiny committee called Dawn Graham (Benefits 
manager at SCDC) and an officer from the DWP before the Scrutiny committee on Tuesday 
14th August.  Following a presentation a number of questions were asked all of which in my 
opinion were answered satisfactorily giving myself as a member of the committee 
confidence that the Council is working hard to make the implementation of UC as smooth as 
possible.  I am happy to go over some of the questions that were asked, please email me if 
you have any questions regarding this issue.  All of the minutes of the meeting will be public 
on the SCDC website.  I have included a diagram below from the presentation given to 
highlight some of the areas that SCDC will be focusing on during the implementation period.  
 
 

 
 



South Cambridge bin collections during hot weather 
 
I would like to thank the refuse collection team who have worked incredibly hard 
throughout the heatwave period.  There are more than 150 frontline bin collection staff 
with each crew emptying up to 1300 bins each day.  On average each refuse collector will 
walk around 12 miles per shift.  If you combine this with often moving heavy bins from 
kerbside to refuse truck the job really does make for hard work, especially during a 
heatwave.   SCDC has provided staff with sunscreen and bottled water to keep staff 
hydrated and protected from the sun.  The District Council has issued residents with advice 
on the website, social media and in the magazine for helping refuse collectors get through 
their shifts during the hot weather. 
 
Homelessness prevention over the last year 
 
The team employed by SCDC to oversee housing within our district prevented more than 
200 families from becoming homeless over the last year.  This figure has increased from 126 
during the previous year 2016/17.  The biggest cause of homelessness in SCDC is loss of 
shorthold tenancy which accounts for 4 in 10 that our authority deals with.  The housing 
team has taken steps to work with private landlords to assist with deposits, help guarantee 
rents in advance and help with arrears payments.  Another way in which housing officers 
have prevented homelessness is via Shire Homes which help residents rent a private 
property locally.  It works by landlords signing up for a three year period to let their 
property via a management scheme which offers guaranteed rental income.  The Council 
then manages the properties and offers them to those that need homes at an affordable 
rent, often below market rate.   
 
SCDC also offers specialist assistance and advice to tenants, landlords and agents trying to 
maintain tenancies and help resolve problems which could lead to evictions.  As of last April 
there is a legal requirement for councils to prevent homelessness.  SCDC already has a good 
background in this area and I believe it is starting from a very good place given the example 
this council has set over the previous few years.  The council is already doing a personal 
housing plan for every household facing the prospect of homelessness which sets out tasks 
for both the council and the families to undertake to catch things early and prevent them 
losing their home via eviction and consequently being homeless.  During my time as District 
Councillor I have had calls and conversations with residents that are at risk of eviction and 
the problems are often varied.  The key for me as District Councillor is signposting residents 
as soon as possible to the right department so that action can be taken to avoid things 
spiralling out of control.  Problems can often be more difficult and costly when they are at 
the point of emergency accommodation.  Having spoken to residents that have had to be 
moved into emergency accommodation, it can be a hugely distressing time as I am sure you 
can imagine.  
 
 

 

 

 



SCDC in the top three for council tax collections  

South Cambridgeshire District Council’s finance bosses have thanked residents, businesses 
and revenues staff after the authority secured another top table position in the Council Tax 
collection league.   
 
For the last financial year, the authority came third out of 326 Councils for collecting Council 
Tax on-time. It collected 99.3% of the expected funds in the last 12 months, an almost 
identical figure to the previous year. 

Overall, £107 million in Council Tax was due to be collected by the Council on behalf of itself, 
Cambridgeshire County Council, the Police and Crime Commissioner’s office, Fire Authority 
and parish councils.  The data also shows that Business Rate collection in South 
Cambridgeshire achieved a high-scoring position, with the Council coming 25th in this 
category out of the 326 authorities. This was for collecting 99.4% of Business Rates on-time 
– again, a very similar figure to last year. 

Councillors are thanking residents and businesses for paying their bills on time and 
encouraging anyone having difficulties making payments to contact the Council early for 
support and advice before debts begin to accumulate. 

 
Cllr Graham Cone 
 


