
County Councillor Report to Gt Wilbraham Parish Council 
 

 
1 There is now just over three weeks left to apply for the 2019/20 Local Highway 
Improvement funding.  If you are planning on applying then please ensure you meet the 
deadline of Tuesday 31st July 2018.   
 
2. Evan Laughlin the District Highways Manager is leaving Cambridgeshire County Council.  
This will mean that three out of the four District Highway Manager posts will be vacant. 
 
3. The Mayor and Combined Authority have now appointed a consultant to carry out a 
county wide bus review.  This review should be completed by Christmas.  It has been 
confirmed to me that funding for the existing contracted bus services is there until the end of 
the financial year (next April) and it will then be up to the Mayor as to whether or not the 
county continues with these services.  However the contracts for most of them expire this 
coming September and their continuation will depend upon bus companies willing to operate 
them, which as we know with the 18 is not a forgone conclusion. 
 
4. The County Council’s internal audit team is looking to the capital overspend of the 
Fubourn Primary School enlargement project; initially costed at £4.5m the out-turn figure is 
now forecast at £6m. 
 
5. The Greater Cambridge Partnership has suspended work on two corridor schemes 
(Cambourne and Haverhill) for two months following a request from the Mayor and 
Combined Authority in their Interim Transport Assessment statement.  This has implications 
for the Local Plan as these schemes are part of the current Local Transport Plan which 
delivers the transport infrastructure for the Local Plans of South Cambs and the City.  The 
GCP has asked the Mayor and the CA to provide the evidence for their decision.  The Mayor 
instead wants to build 50,000 more homes (on top of those already identified in the Local 
Plans) to finance his Cambridge Metro.  In a report going to the Mayor one of the areas 
being considered for this new housing is Fulbourn, Teversham, the Wilbrahams and Six Mile 
Bottom along the Newmarket rail line.  This decision was pushed through along party lines 
with the Conservatives supporting their Mayor and Labour and Lib Dems (representing the 
City and South Cambs) voting against. 
 
6. Enforcement cameras have been introduced for the bus only road serving Cambridge 
railway station. 
 
7. Cambridgeshire County Council has been awarded £550,000 by the Department for 
Transport (DfT) to create the UK’s first Dutch-style roundabout at Fendon Road and Queen 
Edith’s Way in Cambridge. 
 
8. Cambridgeshire County Council has launched a drive to attract people who are actively 
looking for work and those considering a career change to fill around 40 reablement support 
workers positions in the county.  Reablement is a vital frontline adult social care service 
which helps people, such as those leaving hospital, to regain their independence and who 
might not otherwise be able to live in their own home. The recruitment campaign will run 
over the next month and will include adverts on buses, bus stops, petrol stations and on 
social media. 
 
9. The British Renewable Energy Association brought together the best and brightest in the 
industry at an awards ceremony on 14 June 2018 to recognise leaders in their field and it 
judged Cambridgeshire County Council as winners in the Pioneer category, against 
competitors Foot Anstey LLP and CAMBI.  The Pioneer category was developed for an 
organisation in a sector not previously associated with renewables that has now become 



involved and created a pathway that others can follow. The Council has been developing 
renewable energy projects - mainly solar, with a few biomass boilers - since 2014, and has 
been working in partnership with Bouygues Energies & Services under the Re:fit Framework 
to develop projects in schools, public buildings and council-owned corporate buildings.  The 
largest project to date, a 12MW solar farm operating in Soham, is a recipient of Contracts for 
Difference support.   
 
10.The County Council has produced guidance for schools considering converting to 
academies;  this has come about as councillors from all party groups expressed concern at 
the way some school governing bodies had gone about consulting stakeholders in the 
absence of guidance from the Government. The intention is that the advice documents will 
be sent to schools as soon as the County Council is notified of the intention or consideration 
of a school to convert to academy status. The project officer will send the attached 
documents together with a standard letter detailing contacts, charges and an overview of the 
process by way of introduction and information.  As soon as an Academy Order is received, 
the county’s strategic assets team will also contact the local county councillor to ensure that 
they are aware of the school conversion as in some cases either local elected members 
have failed to be formally consulted or the governing body has been selective in its 
consultation. 
 
 
John Williams 
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