
District Councillor report to Parish Council June 2018 
 

Make-up of the Council following May 2018 local elections 
 
On Wednesday 23rd May the annual Council Meeting was held.  This is the first major 
council meeting post the local elections with the main function being to make appointments 
for the forthcoming year.  Appointments such as leader of the council, cabinet members, 
who sits on which committees and outside bodies are all put forward and decided at this 
meeting.  Due to the Liberal Democrats securing a clear majority at South Cambridgeshire 
District Council ultimately the appointments were made by the Liberal Democrat group.  As 
a Conservative group we did not seek to object or vote against the Liberal Democrat 
appointments as we believe in democracy which has put the Liberal Democrats as the 
governing group.  I have outlined appointments below so that as Parish Councillors you will 
know who has been appointed to lead and govern over the next year.   
 
Council Leader -Bridget Smith 
Deputy Leader - Aidan Van de Weyer 
Finance -John Williams  
Environmental Services and Licensing – Niel Gough 
Housing -Hazel Smith 
Planning – Tumi Hawkins 
Customer Service and Business- Philippa Hart  
 
Social isolation and loneliness 
 
Over the forthcoming months I intend to work with a number of Parish Councils in the 
Fulbourn and Fen Ditton ward to assist them in putting in place strategies to tackle social 
isolation.  I will try and understand what each Parish is doing in their own patch to tackle 
social isolation so that we can all learn from each other.  I will also be attending the Patient 
Participation Group meeting in Fulbourn to look at this issue to which I will also invite the 
previous cabinet member for health and wellbeing Sue Ellington to make suggestions as to 
what other areas in the district have found useful. 
 
The announcement of a 5 year land supply 
 
As of Monday 21st May 2018 SCDC confirmed that it now meets the Government 
requirements for the provision of new housing land.   This essentially means that the 
Government believes that the Council has enough housing land in the pipeline and is 
currently building enough houses to meet the number of homes that need to be built (set 
by the Government).  This will mean that new planning applications coming forward from 
21st May 2018 will not only have to meet national standards for planning but those set out 
in the emerging Local Plan.  The Local Plan gives a clear indication as to where houses 
should be built, preventing speculative applications.   
 
I would hope the new administration will be supporting the Conservatives Local Plan given 
that it has taken a huge amount of effort to bring forward and will be key in protecting 
villages such as those in the Fulbourn and Fen Ditton ward.  In opposition I will be pushing 



for the Liberal Democrats to make no amendments and agree the Local Plan in its current 
form.  Clearly the ruling party (now the Lib Dems) could shelve the Local Plan as they have 
always been against some elements in it such as the development on Bourne Airfield.  I 
hope on balance they will see that the decisions that the Conservatives took when making 
the Local Plan protect most of our villages in South Cambridgeshire from speculative 
development which would further swell small villages that struggle to cope with their 
existing infrastructure.  It has always been my belief that it is better to have new 
settlements with the correct infrastructure (roads, schools, community facilities etc) in place 
rather than apply ever more additional pressures to existing villages.  I have been a 
supporter of the Conservative Local Plan and will continue to support it whoever is making 
the decision to push it through.   
 
My roles on committees  
 
My roles on committees over the next year are unchanged.  I will continue to be on 
Licensing and the Scrutiny and Overview committee. 
 
Fly tipping 
 
Unfortunately there has been another incidence of fly tipping reported by a resident in 
Fulbourn which she was unable to report due to the SCDC website not functioning correctly.  
Having tried to report the fly tipping myself to check the functionality of the website, I 
contacted officers with screen shots to get the problem resolved.  The website is now back 
up and running for parishioners to report any incidences of fly tipping. 
 
   
 
Questions from the leader of the opposition 
 
Councillor Peter Topping leader of the opposition posed the question to the new leadership 
‘”Does the leader support the aspiration of this Council to build key worker flats for nurses 
at Northstowe?”  With Northstowe being the District’s first town it has always been the 
Conservatives aspiration when in control of the Council to build key worker flats for nurses 
within the new town.  I believe it is hugely important to continue to push for these key 
worker flats as someone that works in frontline healthcare I understand the pressures of 
finding somewhere affordable to live when working at Addenbrookes Hospital.  Many of my 
colleagues are having to look further and further afield before they can find a property that 
is affordable for them to live in which is why I think this question is so important.  The new 
Council leader Bridget Smith has said she will support this idea which I believe to be 
positive.     
   


