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Minutes of 2018 Great Wilbraham Annual Parish Meeting 

Held on Thursday 26th April in the Wilbrahams’ Memorial Hall at 7.30pm 

 

Present: Stephen Bartlett (Chairman), Sally Ramus, Roddy Tippen, Chris Hanson and Claire Jackman 

District Councillor Robert Turner & County Councillor John Williams 

Members of the pubic: Approximately 30 parishioners were in attendance. 

The clerk, Natalie Mulvey was in attendance 

 

1. Welcome – S Bartlett welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

2. Apologies for absence – None 

3. An introduction to the Parish Council: Stephen Bartlett 

S Bartlett introduced members of the Parish Council and the Clerk. 

4. Parish Council: Finance report – Natalie Mulvey   

The Clerk presented a summary of the Parish Council’s finances for 2017 – 2018.  The information detailed 

funds held at the end of the financial year totalling £62,000.  The Clerk advised that this sum included 

£12,900 of Section S106 money received from the developments at the Chapel Meadows.  Under Section 

106 of the Town and Country Planning Act contributions can be sought from developers towards the cost 

of providing community and social infrastructure.  The Clerk pointed out that receipts had been greater 

than expenditure in the year ending 31st March 2018, she advised that this was partly due to some 

financial commitments not requiring payment until the next financial year.  The Clerk reported that the 

Parish Council’s finances are in good shape with a precept of £25,200 being set for 2018-19.  This is slightly 

higher than 2017-18 year due to significant expenditure anticipated to support initiatives to reduce 

speeding and resolve parking issues in the village.  A new internal auditor has been appointed for 2017/18 

and the audit is scheduled to take place at the beginning of June, following this, the annual return will be 

submitted for external audit by 11th June.  A copy of the annual return will be displayed on the 

noticeboard and website. 

5. May Elections: 

S Bartlett reported that due to only five nominations being received for the May election the Parish 

Council has been elected uncontested.  There are two vacancies on the Parish Council.  S Bartlett asked 

anyone interested in the vacancies or learning more information on what was involved to speak to the 

Clerk. 

Cllr South Cambridgeshire District Council – Robert Turner 

R Turner gave his report on the local plan, environmental services, renewable energy grant and 

devolution. 

The Community Chest fund, worth a total of £57,000 is now available for local groups to bid during the 

next 12 months. Groups can apply for up to £1,000 for improvements to community facilities, tree and 

hedge planting schemes, equipment and materials, project start-up costs, repairs to historic buildings, 

monuments or memorials 

The Health and Wellbeing programme has been increased to include a range of additional opportunities 

including: 

• Launching the Active and Healthy 4 Life exercise programme taken up by 300 people 
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• Offering 10,000 residents the chance to try out new sports at Parklife in July 

• Funding 12 mobile warden schemes including the Small Villages Scheme  

• Securing over £1 million from developers for green space play equipment 

 

Cllr John Williams, Cambridgeshire County Council 

J Williams reported on the role for the new Major.  The Major has asked for a full review of subsidised bus 

services.  Until the review is completed the subsided bus service will continue.  The parking charge at the 

park and ride was abolished 1st April and J Williams has asked for an investigation into the running times of 

the busses to see if they can be extended. 

Following nearly two years of lobbying, the work costing nearly £60,000 to overcome the flooding in Angle 

End and Church Street by increasing the present capacity of the surface water drains has started.  J 

William expressed his thanks to P Ladbrook and T Ryan for their persistence with this project.   

The County Council has been successful in obtaining £1.3 million from the Department of Transport’s fund 

for road safety to increase measures along the A1303 Newmarket Road between Stow-cum-Quy and the 

A11 flyover including the junction with Wilbraham Road.  It is planned that the junction will be lit by newly 

installed street lights.   

J Williams reported his disappointment that the children’s centre at Bottisham had now closed. 

Supported by Great Wilbraham Parish Council, Little Wilbraham and Six Mile Bottom Parish Council had 

submitted a Local Highways Initiative (LHI) application to obtain a Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) to put a 

7.5 tonne weigh limit on the Wilbraham Road.  Unfortunately, the panel had decided that it was not a 

strong enough bid and it had been refused.  J Williams advised that he will be continuing his working with 

both Parish Council’s to see what can be done. 

6. Great Wilbraham Report on the last year from the Parish Council, Community Groups and the Village 

Charities. 

 S Bartlett thanked the community groups for providing reports which will be included under the APM 

section of the www.wilbrahams.co.uk website.  

• Village Charities  

• Wilbrahams’ Warbler 

• Social Club 

• Weenie Warblers  

• Great Wilbraham Primary School 

• Wilbrahams’ Memorial Hall 

• Choir 

• Scrabble Group 

• Photograph Group 

• River Society 

S Fordham read a report for Great Wilbraham Anne Ward and the Great Wilbraham Benstead Charities 

http://www.wilbrahams.co.uk/
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and presented the book for signature by the Chairman of the Parish Council. 

Reports from the Wilbrahams’ Memorial Trustees, the Choir, the River Society and Weenie Warblers were 

read out. 

The report for the Warbler advised that it has been successful in winning two awards. The first was a silver 

award in a local competition, the Cambridge Building Society Community Award, where they won a £50 

prize in the category for magazines for nine or fewer issues a year.  The second was a national award 

where it won overall first place and best magazine in the National Parish Magazine Awards in the A5 size 

category. For this over 400 entrants submitted two editions in 2017. 

 

S Ramus read the report from the primary school which advised the school is focussed on four key 

priorities, to improve outcomes for all pupils across the school, ensure the progression of SEND pupils, 

develop curriculum leadership influenced by research and improvement of the delivery of STEM projects. 

It was reported that there is quite an overlap between the Events Team and the Flower & Produce Show, 

which is brilliantly and ably run every year by Rosie White.  This year will be held on Saturday 14th July.  S 

Bartlett wanted to express his thanks to the events committee for their huge support to the village. 

R Tippen talked about the sports club, he advised that the cricket club has been reduced to one side.  R 

Tippen wanted to express his thanks to T Goryn for starting the table tennis evening, this had been an 

enormous success, all ages are invited. 

A member of the public expressed his thanks to the Parish Council for their support of the Bell Ringing 

introductory evening. 

J Bray reported that the Wellbeing group has been going for two years and involves events and lectures.  J 

Bray thanked R Turner for his support in organising the garden party fundraiser.  The group meets once a 

month for an open meeting.  They have their own website https://thewell-brahams.weebly.com/. 

T Ryan reported that seventy-one households were now members of neighbourhood watch initiative. 

There is no cost involved, T Ryan has membership forms available for anyone interested in joining 

S Bartlett reported on the excellent work that had been done by the Common Right Holders. 

7. Discuss parking near the Church and School 

S Bartlett started the discussion by asking members of the audience if they had any ideas on how the 

parking situation could be improved.  A debate took place on the reasons behind the problem.  A 

representative explained how the primary school was working to address some of the issues being caused 

by parents dropping their children to school.  The opening of the new dental practice was supported by 

residents but was highlighted as contributing factor.  S Bartlett confirmed that the Parish Council were 

investigating options of using the land owned by the County Council by the school and the Parish 

Cemetery carpark.  S Bartlett advised that he had met with a member of the highways team to discuss a 

proposal to create 20 spaces near the school, highways had not ruled this out as an option, but advised 

more investigation would be need. It was agreed that as this was a conservation area and it was important 

to preserve as much of the area as possible.  R Tippen believed that this option would cost a considerable 

amount of money, possibly in the region of £40,000, residents were asked to show hands if they felt this 

would be an appropriate use of funds.  The show of hands indicated that there was a general reluctance 

by residents in the room to spending around £40,000 on parking initiatives.   
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8. To review progress on the five items considered at the 2017 Annual Parish Meeting 

 ° Affordable Homes – update and should there be another needs survey? 

The Parish Council had established that it would be possible to re-run the ACRE affordable housing 

survey again if they felt it was needed.  This topic will be looked at again in the coming year and a 

decision will be made on how to move forward.  It was agreed that although not an easy task, if it is 

something residents feel is important, effort will be needed to address the situation.  The 2011 

census stated that 40% of the population were under 40 compared with national figure of 51% for 

this age range.  It also showed 30% of residents were over sixty compared with 23% nationally.   

Although this data is a few years old the feeling was that the situation had deteriorated.  As the 

previous proposals made by Bidwell’s had been found to be unacceptable to a large number of the 

parish, no further discussions have taken place.  It was agreed that the topic of affordable housing 

the website was out of date and needed to be updated.  A resident asked for the allotment land to 

be considered as an option. 

 ° Our well-being – how does Wilbraham become a more caring community?  

S Bartlett felt that the community groups were working well.  All praised J Bray for her work on this 

initiative. 

 ° Cycle ways – how can we progress the development of cycleways? 

S Bartlett advised that work on cycleways, led by R McCubbin a Parish Councillor from LW&SMB PC, 

was progressing.  There had been a meeting with MP Lucy Frazer and members of the transport 

group.  It was established at the meeting that the proposal was in a good position for the second 

round of Green Ways funding.  A resident felt that there was much support from people in the 

village and waiting four years was not acceptable. S Bartlett advised that joint meetings had taken 

place with LWPC on topics where there had been a common interest. S Bartlett considered the 

option of establishing a cycleways committee was a good suggestion. It was advised that Lode 

Parish Council have been successful with the support of SUSTRANS to achieve a shared cycle path.   

 ° Traffic calming – Wadlow funding and how do we make Speedwatch work? 

S Bartlett introduced G Cone from Fulbourn to explain the mobile device they were using to deter 

speeding.  G Cone advised that he had been approached about the problems and found that before 

anything could be done evidence needed to be recorded.  He had been offered considerable help by 

residents who supported the initiative.  A resident advised that it had been difficult to get 

volunteers to support the speedwatch initiative.  S Bartlett asked the audience if anyone would be 

willing to help with the device, if the Parish Council purchased the unit, nine residents raised their 

hands. 

 ° Dog fouling – should dogs be banned from open spaces in the village 

This caused much debate last year, since then signs have been placed around the village.  It was 

reported that some of these had been pulled down.  Residents present felt that dog fouling was not 

a problem in the village. The play area was raised as an area of concern, it was reported that 

unattended dogs had been seen here. 

9. Any other business  

A resident wished to thank the Parish Councillors for the work and acknowledged it was not an easy role. 

The meeting closed at 9.52pm 


