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This Report covers both the Hall and the Events Committee, since it is difficult to separate 
the two usefully. 
 
The new building continues to be used and enjoyed by more and more people.  We have 
now added table tennis every Wednesday evening which is enjoyed by enough people to 
keep three table busy.  We continue to get very positive feedback from those outside the 
village who come to things in the Hall or on the Recreation Ground.  This year we have 
added sound damping to the main hall and this has reduced the echo in the hall a lot, 
making it a more comfortable space in which to hold gatherings of people and be able to 
hold conversations easily.  We have had further difficulties with the plaster work, but this 
has largely been cured now. We have taken the opportunity to repaint with a tougher paint 
in the hope that the decorations will remain fresh for longer.   
 
Some of the activities in the hall have been going on for a very long time.  In particular, we 
should celebrate the Whist Drives organised by Shirley which started in 1993 and since then 
have raised more than £100,000 for Hall funds. 
 
The projector for the main hall will be in place soon and will show onto the north wall of the 
main hall. 
 
We have a Committee established that is looking into the cost and financing of 
improvements to the play area.  This is going to be expensive because we intend to replace 
the present wooden equipment with metal and because health and safety requirements 
have moved on.  The cost is likely to be more than £50,000 of which we will need to raise a 
proportion so that we can show matching finance to grant giving bodies.  A number of the 
events organised at the Hall during the next year or so will raise funds for this.  Indeed, 
some events have already raised some money for this project, but there is a way to go yet.  
We are aiming to raise at least £10,000 towards the cost of this. 
 
A sub-committee has been researching archives for more than a year now to confirm a final 
list of names on the Lt Wilbraham war memorial plaque, which will be dedicated at a special 
service on Armistice Day. 
 
The finances of the Hall are healthy and the fees for hirings generally cover the upkeep and 
routine maintenance at present.  We review the finances every year around the time of the 
Annual General Meeting when we receive the accounts for the year and consider the level 
of charges for the following year at that time.  At the same time, we consider plans for 
future improvement or repair projects.  As well as the playground, we are looking at buying 
some tables a bit larger than the small square tables used particularly by the Whist Drives  
 
Events Committee 
The Events Committee is an encouragingly large ad hoc group of residents who have 
volunteered to help establish a calendar of varied social events through the year and to help 
out at those events.  At the moment, we have 46 volunteers listed. We meet once a year to 



discuss the following year and members help where they have skills and enthusiasms. Last 
year, the events raised approx. £4500 (not including the Flower & Produce Show & the Choir 
Concert). This year we are focusing our fundraising on the Play Area Redevelopment. 
 
We started the year with a 1940’s themed Swing Dance, with live music from a great Jazz 
band from Norwich (Ruby & the Ruff Cuts) and a pre-dance Lindyhop lesson from local 
teachers. The event was sold out, everyone dressed up and it was a great way to shake off 
the winter blues. We raised approximately £500 on the night. 
 
Going forward, we have a Midsummer Barn Dance on Friday 29th June. This was a massive 
success last year, so we have decided to re-run it: ‘ if it ‘aint broke, why change it?’ Look out 
for posters and tickets soon. 
 
There is quite an overlap between the Events Team and Flower & Produce Show, which is 
brilliantly and ably run each year by Rosie White. That will be on Saturday 14th July. 
 
We will be repeating the Autumn Food & Craft Fair again on Saturday 29th September, 
bringing back some of the same stalls and also introducing new ones.  It was a huge success 
last year and we hope the sun will shine for us again.  Ian Cumming has gamely agreed to do 
another baking demonstration. Any offers to make preserves or cakes will be gratefully 
received. The ‘Made in the Wilbrahams’ stall was impressive last year. 
 
We will round off the year with an Autumn event and the Children’s Christmas Party. 
 
We are very pleased that new events are starting to be organised in the gaps between those 
that we can do.  This is what the hall is for, after all.  Denise Ward has arranged a 1960’s 
dance in aid or Arthur Rank Hospice on May 4th.  Tickets have already sold out. Roger Burton 
is hosting a Model Train Running Day on Saturday 18th August. If anyone wants to host a 
particular event but needs some extra help on the day, please get in touch. Also, if you 
would like to join the group (we have great fun doing this), please email / phone Emma 
Adams. 
 
Lastly, we think it would be wonderful if we could set up a regular (bi-weekly / monthly?) 
drop-in or lunch club at the hall for those who are not very mobile or need help to access 
our hall. This would need to be set up by a small team who could work on a rota to cook, 
host and offer transport. This happens in many villages but is missing from ours.  If anyone 
has the time and energy to get this going and form a small team, then please contact Emma 
Adams / the Hall Committee. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


