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1. The Government’s final Revenue Support Settlement for Cambridgeshire for 2018/19 
included an additional one-off £1.6M over and above what was expected.  £1.452M 
of this is for adult social care, and £185K to support unaccompanied asylum-seeking 
children.  The adult care funding will be used next year to support a major extension 
of the council’s reablement service and to buy more interim beds in residential and 
nursing homes to support older people who need to be discharged from hospital.   
The projected overspend in the council’s ‘People & Communities’ directorate this 
year continues to worsen – up another £500K to £6.774M.  
 

2. The £1 charge for using the Park and Rides will be removed from April. The Chair of 
the Greater Cambridge Partnership said: “Parking should be free at these important 
transport interchanges, to encourage people to get out of their cars and use public 
transport” – a piece of the blindingly obvious. This change in charging is partly 
funded by the Greater Cambridge Partnership (City Deal).  There have been a 
number of additional improvements made at the sites in recent months. Almost 100 
new cycle lockers have been installed to enable cyclists to securely store their bikes 
and further lockers will be installed in the coming months. There is also no longer a 
need to queue at a machine for a travel ticket, as passengers can buy all their tickets 
from the bus driver - as all Stagecoach buses now accept contactless payments as 
well as cash. 
 

3. After nearly two years of lobbying you will know that work costing nearly £60,000 to 
overcome the flooding in Angle End and Church Street by increasing the present 
capacity of the surface water drains is due to start on 19th March and will last for 
about four weeks.  The properties affected by the works should have had a letter.  
Every effort will be made to keep delays and inconvenience to the minimum.  I am 
pleased we will have done this before the summer downpours we now see regularly 
because of climate change. 
 

4. The county council’s Commercial & Investment Committee has decided to cease its 
Catering & Cleaning Service (CSS) by the end of the year.  The service provides 
catering to around 140 schools, and cleaning to around 79.  It also provides the 
canteen at Shire Hall, and café facilities at the Central Library in Cambridge. Schools 
currently contracting with CCS will need to find an alternative provider, to whom 
school-based staff are likely to TUPE. This decision was taken on purely commercial 
grounds, with no consultation with the Children & Young People’s Committee or the 
Health Committee.  In view of the importance of good nutrition for educational 
outcomes and child health, this is worrying and my group has submitted a motion to 
the 20 March meeting of the Full Council asking the council to reconsider.  Fulbourn 
Primary School is not affected. 
 

5. The proposed £1 charge for use of computers in county libraries, beyond an initial 
half hour or use of gov.uk websites, has attracted fierce opposition.  People on low 
incomes or in rural areas will be disproportionately affected.  Jobseekers and those 
receiving Universal Credit are likely to suffer particularly, as they are obliged to spend 
many hours looking for work in order to receive their benefits.  A petition has been 
set up at bit.do/LibraryCharging, and a motion has been submitted to the 20 March 
meeting of the Full Council.  
 



6. The government has issued proposals to close Cambridge magistrates’ court, with 
cases being relocated to courts in Peterborough and Huntingdon.  Some cases 
would be heard in Cambridge Crown Court and Cambridge County Court.  
The proposals will make it more difficult and costly for people to take part in the 
mechanisms of justice, whether as defendants or witnesses.  The consultation ends 
on Thursday 29 March, and a motion has been submitted to the 20 March meeting of 
the Full Council calling on the council to oppose the proposals. 
 

7. The Overview & Scrutiny Committee of the Mayor’s Combined Authority has 
expressed its concern at the lack of detail in the authority’s multi-million pound 
budget papers.  The committee was alarmed that there was no medium term 
financial plan, and asked that this be produced as a matter of urgency.  
 

8. A Government grant of £3.2M will be used to trial six 10-15 seater self-driving ‘pods’ 
on the southern stretch of the guided busway between Trumpington Park & Ride and 
Cambridge station, at times when ordinary buses are not running.  If successful, they 
could be introduced elsewhere around Cambridge.  The vehicles will be built by 
Aurrigo in Coventry.  Prototypes will be tested in late summer 2019, with the first 
passengers in summer 2020. 
 

9. Due to the Government reducing standards for highway repairs to “a risk based 
assessment” the council’s Highways & Community Infrastructure Committee agreed 
today a revision to the Highways Asset Management Plan (HIAMP), which it is now 
renamed Highway Operational Standards which sets the standards followed by 
county highways. Changes include a longer timescale for repair for defects in the 
highway that are less hazardous; and lesser reactive maintenance standards for very 
minor roads.  It is proposed that these roads be inspected less frequently, and that 
potentially dangerous defects need to be of greater severity to attract reactive 
repairs.  (Such roads serving properties that generate significant traffic will not be 
subject to these proposals). This is all part of what has been described by 
Conservatives at the last meeting of Cambridgeshire County Council as the 
‘managed decline’ of our local highways and is very worrying for those of us in rural 
areas.  

 
10. A consultation is under way on proposals to close the county council’s Race Equality 

& Diversity Service (CREDS) by the end of the summer term this year.   Maintained 
primary schools in the county used to fund this service collectively by returning to the 
council a sum from the Dedicated Schools Grant.  However in December 2017 the 
Schools Forum decided to cease this arrangement with effect from 1 April 2018. 
CREDS has worked successfully for many years supporting schools, children and 
families across Cambridgeshire by working with, and on behalf of, children and 
young people from various minority ethnic groups including gypsies, Roma and 
travellers and those with English as an additional language.  The Council is inviting 
suggestions and firm proposals for funding which would enable some services to 
continue to be provided in 2018/19 and beyond. The consultation closes on Monday 
26 March.  
 

11. The county council has not been able to find a sponsor to continue the Bikeability 
scheme for primary school children following the Government cutting back funding for 
it.  The county has agreed to continue to fund it in full to the end of the present school 
year in July. 
 
 

John Williams 
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