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Great Wilbraham Parish Council 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of Great Wilbraham Parish Council 

Held Thursday November 16th, 2017, 8.00pm at the Wilbrahams’ Memorial Hall 

 
Present: Stephen Bartlett (Chair), Sally Ramus, Chris Hanson, Roddy Tippen, Claire Jackman (arrived at 

8.10pm)  

County Councillor John Williams and South Cambs District Councillor Robert Turner 

The Clerk, Natalie Mulvey and three members of the public were in attendance. 

17-18/71 To receive and approve apologies for absence – Apologies had been received from J Bray which 

were accepted. 

17-18/72 Declarations of interest and dispensations 

 (a) To receive declarations of interest from Councillors on items on the agenda – C Jackman 

declared a pecuniary interest in item 17-18/81(c). 

 (b) To receive written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interests – None 

 (c) To grant any requests for dispensation as appropriate - None 

17-18/73 Open Forum for Public Participation (10mins) - None 

17-18/74 To sign and approve minutes – Minutes of the meeting held on 14th September 2017 were 

proposed by S Ramus seconded by C Hanson and RESOLVED by a unanimous vote to be a true 

record of events and were duly signed by the Chairman.  Minutes of the meeting held on 19th 

October 2017 were proposed by S Ramus seconded by C Hanson and RESOLVED by a unanimous 

vote to be a true record of events and were duly signed by the Chairman.  

17-18/75 Matters arising / Chairman’s correspondence / Clerk’s report – The Clerk presented a question 

that had been raised by P Ladbrooke on why there had been no mention in the most recent 

(2014) “Surface Water Management Plan” of flooding in Great Wilbraham.  Cllr John Williams 

proposed that the Clerk suggest P Ladbrooke direct the question to him. 

C Hanson asked whether a date had been confirmed for the cemetery ditch to be cleared.  S 

Bartlett reported that he been monitoring the situation.  He confirmed that the work to 

address surface water drainage problems in Angle End is now being handled by the CCC 

projects team and they had committed to the work commencing over the winter months. 

ACTION: CLERK 

17-18/76 County & District Councillors Report & Questions 

 (a) District Councillors Report – Robert Turner reported that the District Council continue 

to wait for the inspector’s draft modifications to the local plan.  There has been an 

update on the neighbourhood planning guidance.  The consultation period on the draft 

guidance designed to help local communities decide whether they want to get involved 

closed on 30th October. R Turner advised that paper caddies will continue to be 

collected up to and including Friday 8th December.  From Monday 11th December 2017, 

paper should be placed directly into the blue bin.  The caddies will be collected by the 

Council unless resident’s report that they would like to keep the caddies.  The Clerk was 

asked to report this on the website.  R Turner advised that there was still community 

chest money available. The developer behind the Cambridge Ice Rink has confirmed 

that building work will start on Tuesday 28th November and they hope it will be open by 

summer next year. 

ACTION: CLERK 

 (b) County Councillors Report – Cllr Williams reported that further to complaints about 
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HCVs causing damage at the junction of the High Street and Mill Road he had asked the 

highways officer to look at the problem and is happy to attend a site meeting to see 

what could be done to ease the road layout given that the HCV traffic is local and 

cannot be stopped with current highway legislation.  Cllr Williams had been informed 

that the no. 18 bus to Newmarket and the Newmarket Road Park & Ride had on 

occasions not run.  He asked that users report any instances to him and he will pursue 

this with the county public transport officer. 

17-18/77 Parish Councillor Vacancy – The clerk confirmed that no applications had been received.  She 

advised that the vacancy had been included in the Parish Council’s report to the Warbler. 

17-18/78 Cycleways project – Greenways – S Bartlett reported following the Greenways meeting held 

on 26th October.  He had subsequently met with David White of Hawk Mill Farm, Little 

Wilbraham and presented R McCubbin’s document and the routes suggested in it.  David 

White has agreed to meet R MCubbin to see if they can progress the concept with affected 

land owners.   

17-18/79 Finance 

 Total funds as of 28th October: £71,969.20 This includes S106 funds: £12,918.73 

 Current account balance: £59,194.14 Savings account: £12,775.06 

 (a) Review Parish Council Calendar 

 (b) To approve payments of: 

  i) Unity Bank Charges – July, Aug & Sept £18.00 

  ii) Colours of Dance – Refund payment in error £330.00 

  iii) My village handyman – Invoice INV000341 £498.00 

  iv) PKF Littlejohn LLP – Invoice SB20171092 £240.00 

  v) Natalie Mulvey – Clerk Salary – September £266.65 

  vi) Natalie Mulvey – Clerk Salary – October £431.05 

  vii) Clerk Salary Inland Revenue – September & October £174.40 

  viii) Burwell Community Print Centre – 18406 £373.70 

  ix) Natalie Mulvey Clerk Office Expenses £220.82 

  x) Watchthedot – Invoice 2696 £195.00 

  xi) Open Spaces Society – Renewal 01/12/17 £45.00 

   It was proposed by R Tippen, seconded C Jackman and unanimously RESOLVED to 

approve the payments as listed. 

S Bartlett confirmed that he had been in contact with CGM following a 

meeting to discuss the issues with the grass cutting.  He was still waiting for a 

formal response before the outstanding invoices could be approved.  

 (c) To report payments received:  

  i) Robert McCubbin – Warbler Receipt £15.00 

  ii) SCDC Precept  £12,000.00 

  iii) Helen Clarke – Warbler Receipt £15.00 

  iv) Beaumont Butchers – Warbler Receipt £40.00 

  v) Equilibrium – Warbler Receipt £25.00 

  vi) Great Wilbraham Stores – Warbler Receipt £40.00 

  vii) Carpenter Arms – Warbler Receipt £25.00 

  viii) Woodhouse Landscapes – Warbler Receipt £40.00 

  ix) Brian Purkiss – Allotment rent £20.00 

  x) Nigel Start – Allotment rent £20.00 
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  xi) Mrs A Crowther – Allotment rent £11.00 

  xii) Mrs H F Patten – Allotment rent £20.00 

  xiii) M A Lockley – Allotment rent £11.00 

  xix) Ernest Doe – Warbler receipt £40.00 

  xx) Izzy Barham – Allotment rent £11.00 

  xxi) Equilibrium – Warbler Receipt £25.00 

 (d) To receive funding and expenditure requests – The Clerk presented a quotation from My 

Village Handyman in the sum of £430 for revised works on Parish assets and the 

relocation of the salt bin and sign in Toft Lane.  The Clerk was asked to approve it under 

her expenditure authority of £500. 

ACTION: CLERK 

 (e) Minutes of Finance Committee Meeting 19th October 2017 – For information only 

 (f) To review Budget and set the precept for 2018-19 – R Tippen reported a surplus of 

£18,000 in the 2017-18 budget.  This had largely been caused by the S106 receipt and 

the full year’s precept funds being received.  In general, the outcome has been more 

favourable than anticipated.  R Tippen reported that the finance committee had 

discussed the proposed 2018-2019 budget in detail at their meeting in October and 

made one or two minor changes.  R Tippen felt that in the past there had always been a 

small surplus, and he recommended that any increase should not be more than the 5% 

proposed.  Members discussed, based on the figures presented, whether the precept 

should remain the same or be increased.  All agreed there was a desire to support the 

refurbishment of the recreation equipment, members discussed whether any 

contribution should come from the remaining S106 money or whether the precept 

should be adjusted.  R Tippen felt it would be difficult to alter the budget if no specific 

grant application had been received.  

R Tippen proposed that the 2018-2019 precept be set at £25,200 all members agreed. 

17-18/80 Planning and Tree Applications 

 (a) Planning applications 

S Ramus reported that she had been advised that the current planning application for 

20 Church Street had now been withdrawn. 

 i) S-3243-17-FL 32, High Street, Great 

Wilbraham 

Lee 

Northfield 

Side and Rear Extension. 

 

  Meeting closed to hear comments from the near neighbour and applicant 8.51pm 

Meeting re-opened at 9.00pm 

- Members agreed to recommend a support response to this application by a 

majority vote. However, they were concerned that this was a large extension very 

close to the boundary of a listed building.  It is adjacent to the Conservation area, 

and they noted that the near neighbour had serious concerns about the 

application.  There were also concerns about the impact on the listed building and 

potential over development on this site.  

 ii) S-3542-17-FL 4, High Street, Great 

Wilbraham, CB21 5JD 

Mr & Mrs I 

Crocombe 

Proposed side first floor 
extension (partly in the roof 
space).  Proposed rear single 
storey extension, replacing an 
existing extension. 

  Meeting closed to hear comments from the applicant 9.17pm 

Meeting re-opened at 9.23pm 

- Members agreed to support the proposal.  However, they wish to make the 
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comment that they hoped that the open visibility on the corner boundary would be 

maintained for highway safety. 

 (b) Planning applications – for information only 

 i) S-3971-17-DC Crossways, 13 High 

Street, Great Wilbraham, 

CB21 5JD 

Mr Robert 

White 

Discharge of conditions 3 
(staircase details) and 4 
(Bathroom services and 
ventilation) of planning 
permission S-1754-17-LB 

 (c) Tree Applications (to undertake work on trees situated in a conservation area)  

 i) S/3843/17/TC 9 Temple End, Great 

Wilbraham, CB21 5JF 

Mr Peter 

Lawrence 

T1 – Sycamore – Fell to 
ground level, T2 – Prunus 
padus – Crown reduce by 
approximately 3 metres, T3 – 
Beech – Fell to ground level, 
T4 – Corsican Pine – Fell to 
ground level. 

  - Members agreed a no objection recommendation for the tree application. 

 ii) S/3599/17/TP 24, Temple End, Great 

Wilbraham, CB21 5JF 

Ms Jessica 

Hall 

Area to rear of garage 
through to field boundary – 
crown lift all trees to 2-2.5 
cypress fell. 

  - Members agreed a no objection recommendation for the tree application. 

 iii) S/3646/17/TC 5, Toft Lane, Great 

Wilbraham, CB21 5JH 

Prof Ronald 

Burge 

T1 – Malus: Fell T2 – Lilac: 
Fell 

  - Members agreed a no objection recommendation for the tree application. 

  S Bartlett reported that he had received a request from a resident to trim back the Beech 
trees (on Angle End / temple End corner) at Bensteads End.  S Bartlett proposed that 
members support the request to prune the trees one more time but request that Hazel 
trees are planted between them.  S Bartlett reported that this would mean in future the 
previously pruned trees could be removed allowing the Hazel trees to grow naturally.  
Members agreed to support the proposal. 

ACTION: S BARTLETT 

 (d) Discharge of planning conditions – for information only 

 i) S/2998/17/DC 29, Frog End, Great 

Wilbraham, CB21 5JB 

Alistair 

Green 

Discharge conditions 4 
(materials), 5 (foul water 
drainage), 6 (surface water 
drainage) & 7 (traffic 
management plan) of 
planning consent 
S/2644/16/FL for New 
Bungalow 

  - SCDC the application has been declined, failing conditions 6 (surface water 
drainage) and 7 (traffic management plan).   

17-18/81 Highways  

 (a) To receive highways report – S Bartlett reported that he was disappointed that much of 

the work identified on his walk around the village with Nicola Burdon had still not been 

completed.  Cllr John Williams believed that the orders had now been placed, however, 

he was unable to confirm a date.  Cllr Williams agreed to discuss the situation with 

Nicola Burdon.  

 (b) To approve proposed soakaway in Angle End –  S Bartlett reported that the projects 

team have confirmed a soakaway is required in Angle End. S Bartlett advised that 

members needed to give permission for this before work could proceed.  Members 
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unanimously agreed to give permission for the work to commence. 

ACTION: CLERK/S BARTLETT 

 (c) To discuss traffic / parking in the Lanes and Angle End near to the school – S Bartlett 

reported that complaints had been received from the school, the church and residents 

regarding excessive parking in the Lanes and Angle End near the school.  There appears 

to be a particular issue if an event is taking place at the Church.  S Bartlett proposed 

that Church users be allowed to use the spaces available in the Parish Cemetery, 

provided they did not park on the grass.  All members agreed that this should be 

investigated.  It was felt that the opening of the dental practice had compounded the 

problem, although in line with SCDC requirements, there is inadequate parking 

provision on site for staff and clients.  C Jackman reported that patents and staff had 

been asked to park in the dental practice car park.  She was keen to support the village 

in resolving the problem and was open to any suggestions.  R Tippen asked whether 

parking could be increased.  Various locations were discussed, and it will be looked at 

further. 

Richard Brown Headteacher Great Wilbraham Primary School also requested in his 

letter, that the faded road markings around the school be repainted.  The Clerk advised 

that the Parish Council had requested this work take place back in February and had 

been chasing Cambridgeshire County Council.  Nicola Burdon had been in contact this 

week advising the work had now been commissioned, so it hoped that this will be done 

soon. 

ACTION: CLERK 

17-18/82 Reports from working parties 

 (a) Memorial Hall – S Ramus confirmed that the Annual Christmas party (for children and 

then carol singing) is scheduled for 16th December.  S Ramus reported that the Trustees 

had discussed the proposal of a Skate Park but due to the level of funding and adverse 

comments from other Parishes the Trustees would not be moving forward with this 

idea.  R Turner emphasised the problems the skate park had caused the Parish Council 

in Teversham along with the considerable unanticipated additional costs. 

 (b) Parish Cemetery – S Bartlett advised that he was working with N Start to support some 

of the orchard trees with stakes.  

 (c) Community Cohesion & Well-being – Nothing to report. 

17-18/83 Update on: 

 (a) Speeding & large vehicles through the village – S Ramus felt that as the Greenways 

project could take up to five years before any benefits would be realised, the Parish 

Council should re-consider the use of repeater signs or alternative measures for slowing 

the traffic.  C Hanson expressed his concerns over action on the traffic speeding being 

taken as quickly as possible due to the considerable concerns of the safety for school 

children and their families. The Clerk confirmed that S106 money could not be used for 

the purchase of these signs.  S Bartlett agreed to investigate the traffic survey company 

used by LW & SMB Parish Council to see if the evidence to support any action could be 

established.  All members agreed that they liked the repeater signs used in Bottisham. 

ACTION: S BARTLETT 

 (b) Dog fouling signs – The Clerk confirmed the signs had been received and she would pass 

these to J Bray for positioning around the village.  
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17-18/84 Affordable housing – The Clerk reported that the proposal of the piece of land behind 37 

Church Street had been forwarded to Ali Uzma (SCDC) for advice.  She has referred the 

matter to Mike Sugden at Cambridge & County Developments who is apparently looking at 

potential sites in the village. 

17-18/85 Current actions outstanding  

Members agreed that the Clerk could proceed with the maintenance agreement offered by 

Watchthedot to ensure the website was fully supported and backed up at a cost of £35 per 

month.  Members asked the Clerk to approach LW&SMB Parish Council to reconsider and see 

how much they would be willing to contribute to the monthly charge. 

ACTION: CLERK  

17-18/86 Matters for future consideration 

A Letter had been received from the Headteacher of Great Wilbraham Primary School asking 

for the Parish Council to consider a fundraising initiative of a village 10k run.  Members asked 

the Clerk to invite Richard Brown to come to talk to them about his proposal at their next 

meeting in January. 

ACTION: CLERK 

17-18/87 Proposed dates and venue of next meetings 

 18th January 2018, 15th March 2018, 26th April (APM Annual Parish Meeting) and 17th May 

(Annual Parish Council Meeting) 

17-18/88 Agenda items for next meeting 

Any business and payments, to be considered at the Parish Council meeting must be 

delivered to the Clerk for inclusion on the agenda at least 7 days prior to the meeting. 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 10.27pm.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


