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Parish Planning Forum 
 
There is to be a Parish Planning Forum 6pm, tomorrow Tuesday 12th 
September in the Council Chamber. 
 
Local Plan 
 
We wait for the inspector to provide a draft schedule of modifications to the 
council including any changes or additions to the council’s schedule. 
 
Then, sometime in September, officers will consider the inspector’s draft 
modifications, engage with lead members and raise any concerns with the 
inspector informally. The inspector publishes the modification and will ask 
council to conduct public consultation. 
 
If the modifications are considered sound, then our joint trajectory with the city 
carriers more weight in planning considerations relating to the 5 year land 
supply. 
 
Related Planning 
 
Discussions with Uttlesford District Council.  
 
A Consultation has taken place between officers and Members of SCDC and 
Ultlesford DC, and with Cambridgeshire County Council to understand the 
emerging Ultlesford DC Local Plan proposals and their potential impacts for 
South Cambridgeshire. 
 
In the proposal, the most impactful development for SCDC was judged to be 
the proposed North Uttlesford Garden Community (NUGC). 
 
From the material and discussions had so far, the Council is not convinced 
that the evidence provided clearly supports the proposal and it is concerned 
that there could potentially be negative implications for the District. 
 
(Full response attached) 
 
 
Domestic Waste Collections 
 
Bin Collections 
 
There have been staff issues so that blue bins were not emptied on Monday 
4th September which affected several villages. 
 
Unfortunately there was very short notice given as way of informing residents 
that their bins would be emptied the following day. 
 
The issues are mainly down to crew members being off sick and not enough 
time to make arrangements with agency staff. 



 
There are currently adverts for both loaders and drivers to make the full 
complement. 
 
Review of recycling. 
 
Domestic waste collection in SCDC and Cambridge City is a core activity of 
the Single Shared Waste Service, and residents achieve a recycling rate of 
over 50%. 
 
At present SCDC policy is to operate a ‘paper-out’ recycling collection service 
where residents are encouraged to present paper for collection separately to 
other materials using caddies. This paper is then sold separately. The 
recycling service operates using 12 trucks; in October 2017 eight ‘split bodied’ 
vehicles are due for renewal – these are the vehicles used for collecting blue 
bin contents alongside paper on the same round in SCDC. Any replacement 
vehicles will have a lifetime of 7 years; the specification for the vehicles is 
determined by the materials they are transporting, effectively fixing the 
collection service for that period.  The Shared Waste Service is also 
continually reviewing good practice, industry guidance, safe operating 
techniques and cost effectiveness, and all of these inform our recommended 
collection regimes, charges and policies.   
 

Resident 
acceptability  

+Feedback from 
informal discussion 
with Parishes and 
individuals has been 
neutral.  
+Simplification is 
often supported by 
residents, and is 
easier to 
communicate.  

+Feedback from informal discussion with 
Parishes and individuals has been neutral.  
+ In the 2015/16 residents’ survey 90% of 
residents felt the blue bin and caddy service 
had stayed the same or improved.  
- Of those residents who expressed 
dissatisfaction with the waste service, issues 
with the paper caddy were the second most 
cited reason (13% raised this).  
-Typically 3250 caddies are reported lost or 
damaged each year.  

 
Caddy supply and replacement costs the council £20,000 per year. 
 
Greater Cambridge Partnership – (City Deal)  
 
Rural Travel Hubs - 6th September, 6-8pm at the Main Hall, South Cambs 
 

Rural Travel Hubs have been mentioned as options in the A1307 LLF 
meetings. The hubs could provide mini park & ride or park & cycle facilities. It 
is thought that they would be located at existing bus stops but they may also 
be sited at convenient village locations. There are thoughts that these spaces 
could be used as a base for council-led, on-demand community transport 
services. 

The concept is part of a wider strategy by the Greater Cambridge Partnership 
to get more people out of cars and onto public transport, cycling and walking, 
to tackle congestion and air pollution as the area continues to grow. 



Six Parish Councils have come forward with possible sites for investigation 
however the project is district-wide. It is anticipated that a district-wide review 
will be conducted. 
 

Next steps 

This is viewed as a long-term project, undertaken in a number of stages, and 
the project team will bring its report, assessment and conclusions to the 
Greater Cambridge Partnership’s Assembly in January 2018 and Greater 
Cambridge Partnership’s Board meeting in February 2018, together with a 
recommendation about which should be the first two rural travel hubs to be 
taken forward to detailed design, local consultation and planning permission, 
and (if approved) construction, including a request for the necessary funding.   

Project Manager Kirsty Human (SCDC) or James Blacow (CCC)  

Community Awards 2018 
 
Early on in the year, there was an awards ceremony at South Cambridgeshire 
Hall to celebrate the huge amount of work that local councils, community 
groups and individuals carried out, in and for, their communities. The awards 
are very popular and are well received.   
 
The 2017 award categories were:  
(a)  Village Hero   
(b)  Parish Councillor of the Year   
(c)  Environment   
(d)  Outstanding Youth Initiative   
(e)  Outstanding Local Service or Amenity   
(f)  Wellbeing Award   
(g)  Special Portfolio Holder Award   
 
It is anticipated that “Community Awards 2018” will be launched in October 
where nominations will be accepted until mid-January 2018 for the categories 
that may also include a new “Lifetime Contribution Award”. 
 
Community Chest 
 
An additional £30,000 has been allocated to this award, boosting the £55,000 
to an impressive £85,000. 
 
Elite Athlete Award Scheme 
The Elite Athlete Award Scheme opened for applications on 1 September with 
£10,000 available to help support local elite athletes reach their potential. 
 



The scheme is open to both able-bodied and disabled athletes, who live in 
South Cambridgeshire, whether competing regionally, making progress 
nationally or representing Team GB. 
  
Grants can be used to fund any aspect of equipment, training or competition 
costs. The maximum grant award will be £2,000 per applicant. 
  
Full details and an online application form can be found at: 
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/eliteathlete 
 
 
Advice to Parish Councils for Unauthorised Encampments 
 
Gypsy and Traveller illegal encampment advice 
 
It is the responsibility of the Parish Council as landowner to protect their land. 
If an unauthorised encampment occurs then only the landowner has the legal 
authority to deal with any problems associated with it. 
 

Additional support for Parish Councils 

Clean up: 
We will help parish councils clear up public land they are responsible for, such 
as a recreation ground, village green or playing field, after an illegal 
encampment moves on. This may involve collecting bagged litter or helping 
with litter picking. We will also provide parish councils with details for 
specialist cleaning contractors if they are needed.  
 
Legal advice: 
Further legal advice can also be given by The National Association of Local 
Councils. This service is available to parish councils who subscribe. 

 
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/content/gypsy-and-traveller-encampment-your-
land-options 
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